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To Picasso and Husain

Life is a bubble in the stream of time

The body perishes but life moves on to higher dimensions of line

Where it looks forward to the destination of salvation sublime

Great people leave their footmarks on the path divine,

Their works are like the intoxicating wine,

and the guidelines to swim in the stream of time.

Dr.  Harpal Sodhi

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Preface
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The two grand masters of modernism, Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain are legends of their life time. Picasso who was the pioneer of Cubism created a new language and diction in painting and M. F. Husain added his self- created vocabulary making it a self- styled, Husainean Art. Picasso’s and Husain’s creative zeal revealed in the huge volumes of their work, reflects the present, past and to some extent the future scenario of the world of Art. Their drawings and paintings reveal the creative potentiality of their personalities. Their works are receptive to every eye and a boon for our future generations.

The book, “Master Minds: Creativity in Picasso’s and MF Husain’s Paintings”, is a projection of master minds in the field of art. It reveals about the creative works of art that are not just show pieces to adorn rich homes, museums and art galleries but to bring awareness about human attitude and cultural heritage. The projection of these works of art could lead to international integration and establish an amicable relationship between people of all communities and further form a peaceful global human society. This book the outcome of Ph. D thesis, also serves the purpose of academic study for art scholars and art researchers all over the world.

In the entire book light has been thrown on Picasso’s and Husain’s life and paintings. There is an analytical study of their works of art. The significant aspects dealt with in their paintings are creativity viewed through linear quality, forms, colors, pictorial composition, subject matter, styles, mediums, techniques, similarities and differences in their works of art. I consider myself to be fortunate to avail the opportunity to journey through a significant part of the life and works of these two great artists. Their contribution to the world of art is exemplary for many future generations. Picasso and Husain have proved that the aesthetic artistic trend of thought has no barriers and boundaries. The mind of an artist can reach any part of the universe and create wonders in the form of an art. Picasso’s and Husain’s immortalized paintings mesmerize the observer when their creative activity springs out in their paintings which speak in a silent language of forms and colors. It has been noticed that their works have a glimpse of the existing styles and techniques mingled with an antiquarian approach where the result is absolutely unique and creative. Their works of art are deemed to immortalize their names as the ever shining prominent stars in the sky of the world of art.
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This book is the outcome of Dr. Harpal Sodhi’s research and original Ph. D. Thesis, Title: “Creative Activity in the Paintings of Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain: An analytical study.” She has been conferred the Degree of, Doctor of Philosophy. I am honored to write the foreword for her book, I enjoyed reading her book.

Human cultures all over the world are encapsulated in the form of art and the present cultural society throbs with the vibrations of the existing art .The masters of art do not have any limit for their imagination as they consider the whole world as one community, the author further analyzed to prove that Picasso and Husain epitomize the twentieth century modern art.

. The publication is a welcome contribution to the world of art. It will contribute to the field of academic study in India and abroad. Each chapter has something special to convey about the wonders of the creation of art in the form of paintings. This book also reveals the purpose of the projections of art of great artists that leads to the awareness of global integrity through the depiction of global cultural heritage. 

The author has analyzed some unique aspects of Picasso’s and Husain’s paintings, such as, the aspect of their paintings which leads to their contribution towards spiritualism and shapes \ colors that emit positive vibrations. This book rightly conveys that Picasso and Husain are not only Masters of Modernism but their works can be branded as, The Essence of a Millennium. 

Dr. Chitralekha Singh

(Ph.D & D.Litt.)
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CHAPTER: 1

Creative activity and art

Creative activity is the soul of art in any form therefore it is inseparable from art. Man’s creations in the form of art illuminate the past and these artifacts continue to provide pleasure and information to the observers of the present day. Art becomes a record and a celebration of various cultures of all times. Art is no doubt an effective tool to shape and reshape the customs, religions and other aspects of a society. Creativity of human-beings flows through various forms of art, which reflects the spirit of the society. “Art for Arts’ sake”, is a phrase taken over by the English Aesthetic Movement from Baudelaire and Gauier and used to imply that the artistic activities needed no moral or social justification”1, all activities related to art reveal creativity in any specific form.
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What is creative activity?
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The activities through which we can perceive the glimpses of, the human emotions and attitude, scientific inventions, discoveries and cultural heritage can be branded as creative activities. Creative activity has a vast meaning depending on the field and action that involves emotion and intellect. Any constructive action in any field becomes activity but when this combines ideas and innovations and creates something that becomes creative activity.

Imagination of an individual, which finds its existence in some form, leads him to creative activity. In terms of vastness creativity in any field is like an ocean. A skillful artist very often creates whatever he thinks or imagines.  Several artists could depict the Universe in their art but each one may have his own concept and a different way of expression, because each one perceives it in a different manner. Thus creativity becomes vast each time a particular subject may be depicted differently by different artists.

Creative activity seems to be a simple term that is understood by an individual according to his sensuality. Even a blind person can be creative. He can culture his voice and modulation to create melodious songs and tunes. Creative activity is also revealed in the field of science. Without creativity, scientific inventions would have been impossible. The word ‘Creative’ has been derived from the Greek word ‘Crea’ which means to create.

The depth of creativity can be focused on creative activity in human beings and their works of art.  Art is the source of supply of food to the aesthetic sense of man. It is essential for human life, without it man would not have acquired any culture or civilization. In other words, progress from primitive stages would have been rendered impossible without creative activity and essentially art.

Art is the expression of mankind about his environment and feelings through his senses, which compels him to create the reminiscence of his time through any compatible medium. It has a number of connotations according to different artists, poets, writers, sculptors, and philosophers. Ruskin’s view regarding art was that, all great art has been the expression of one’s soul talking to another. Michaelangelo, a great artist said that the true work of art is but a shadow of divine perfection. Victor Lowerfield took it as the expression of human spirit. According to W.M.Hunt, the mission of art is to represent nature, not to imitate it. 

In brief human beings’ creative works and actions, lead to the birth of an art. Art first satisfies the artist and then becomes an immortal source of pleasure for the perceiver. The birth of any art can arouse all kinds of emotions from simple joy to deeper feelings, and it can be a feast for the eyes and the soul. It is the truest guide to a higher standard of a comfortable living. Art is a universal language, which can be understood by anyone around the world. It has a great significance in the life of a human being. Without any artistic creative activity the human world would not have been as what it is now. For example the architectural monuments and the beautifully designed buildings would be reduced to cabins. Without the existence of art, there would be no monuments; no form of money; no ornaments; no mural decorations; no illustrations; no advertisements; no postage stamps; no pictures; no movies; no cultural heritage and many other things in the world that is the outcome of artistic creative activity of man.

Man’s creativity begins when he applies his mind and intelligence to his actions and discovers the sources of creative activity. It is worthwhile to consider the celebrated sentence put in a manifesto for the artists by the painter Maurice Denis-”We must remember that a picture before it has become a horse or the battlefield, a naked women, or any other representative subject, is essentially a flat surface covered with colors that are arranged in certain order”2
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