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Chapter 1: Introduction, alphabets pronunciation and the
articles

Preface

The concept of this book began to
take shape in late 1996 period when I was still in Germany. First
it was created as a manuscript and was edited to teach Spanish to
German university students in the city of Giessen. Cause of the
good reception of the manuscript, and the practical experience I
had when I taught classes with it, I decided to turn it into a
book. Thank the Internet technology has made possible to distribute
and to promote it. Today, it is good tool which the students help
to learn Spanish as foreign language in only a few lessons.

As you know, lot of people in the
American continent is spoken Spanish. If you learn Spanish as al
foreign language you can travel and you can know de Latin-Americans
and de Spaniard cultures and their way of life.

So many tourists visit Spain too,
if you can speak the language you can well communicate to the
Spaniard in the easily way. You don’t need to do great sacrifice to
go a language school and learn complicate phrase and grammar and
waste most of your time.

With this book you will learn
Spanish quickly, easily and conveniently. In this book we put
priority emphasis on grammar; the structure allows you to learn in
a logical and gradual way. The book try to teach you the rules and
shortcuts, so that learn Spanish is not so difficult, boring and
frustrating.

The book teaches you how to
construct sentences with simple words and easy to remember and to
use for any situation. But if you have stopped talking Spanish for
a while too, and you do not remember how sentences are constructed,
in this case you will only need to look at this book and you will
remember how and why you use certain phrases. The method is like a
mathematical equation.

Anyway, it is indispensable to have
a teacher to learn the language faster. However, if you have
experience in other languages, the book will be very useful to
enhance and improve your second or third language

Remember, you learn a new language
only with perseverance and lot of practice. The more languages you
know, the better your personal satisfaction and have certain
privileges that others do not, because you expand your horizons in
many ways, your friends and people from other cultures see you with
admiration and this will make you feel proud of your achievements
and, at the same time, this would bring to have higher self-esteem,
and you will grow professionally.

I wish you good luck and make you
an update!

You can purchase the
complementary PPTX- Video to improve your pronunciation on my
web site
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1. Introduction

Learning foreign languages has
become a necessity. Learn a new language, gives people more job
prospects, higher status in the society, which also increase
interpersonal skills. Bilingual or trilingual people acquire
knowledge and you can exchange experiences with people of other
cultures. To interact and share experiences we open ourselves to
receive and give knowledge, thereby increasing the possibility of
solving more complex problems in the effectively way.

The online contacts between people
across the Internet become closer and enrich relationships. In
order to know about other culture habits and that speaks a
different language, we first should communicate independently. The
target this book is that tourists and students can communicate with
nationals citizen in free way, without needing to hire a
translator. But there are other reasons why you should learn
languages, for example, today the universities provide their
students exchanges of pre-and post grades in abroad. In the near
future, new generations will be forced to learn one or more
languages

That is why I have edited this book
through which students can learn Spanish without no much effort.
This manual emphasizes the grammatical structure, pronunciation,
reading, text comprehension; on the book are used texts, exercises,
dialogues, diagrams, drawings, tables and photos. The lessons of
this book are structured so that it starts with simple basics and
ending with the most complex Spanish’ lesson.

The concept of online learning is
required to use this book, a online teacher is useful too, teachers
will help you for solving the exercises and improve you
pronunciation.

2. Pronounciation Spanish consonants

2.1 Spanish consonants difference and
similarity to English

These consonants
are very different and sound different to the English
language: c, h, j, ll, ñ, g, q
and y.

Ce sounds approximately like
“se”
in Latinoamerica

Ci sounds approximately like
“si”
in Latinoamerica

H does not have a sound, it is
silent

J sounds like the English
“h”

Ll does not sound like the English
“ll”, but like Mallorca

Ñ sounds like the French
“gn”
(champagne), “muñeca”, “España”

G in case like
get, got, gate, gun
sound like English, but not in cases:
“gue, gui”

Q like question, but in case
qui like
“ki”, and que
like “ke”; so sounds
quién = “kien”

Y
sounds like the English
“i” in the
words “bit” or “it”. And the word “yo” can be
similar with diphthong “io” and “ya” sounds like the English
word “yeah”.
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2.2 Las 5 Vocales en español
(Spanish vowels)

Spanish vowels ronunciations

In Spanish, the vowels have one
sound only. It is different to english, for example: the vowel “a”
you have to pronounce like “cat”, or back. The vowel “e” sounds
like the english words “get”, “center”, met. The vowel “i” sounds
like the english words “hit”, “bit”, “it”. The vowel “o” sounds
like the English words “no”, “radio”, “oil” and finally, the vowel
“u” sounds like the English “oo” but a bit shorter. For example:
Peru, Uruguay.

[image: tmp_b74ce443e725d83e808a2121db7bc06d_xb_Bri_html_593369f7.jpg]

3. Los artículos (articles)

3.1.
Artículos determinados (Definite articles)
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Notice:

The
vast majority of nouns ending in “o” are male

The
vast majority of nouns ending in “a” are female

For
example (definite article + female nouns or male
nouns)

Please, look for the meaning this
nouns, for example: la gata = the cat; el gato = the cat again

Female nouns………Male
nouns

La
gata ………….… el gato

La niña ……………..el niño

La casa ……………. el libro

La mesa………….… el cuaderno

La silla ……………..el auto

La casa……………...el vaso

La cereza………........el gusano

La ventana…………..el cuadro






3.2 Artículos indeterminados
(Indefinite articles)
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Female nouns………Male
nouns

Una
gata ………….… un gato

Una niña ……………..un niño

Una casa ……………. un libro

Una mesa………….… un cuaderno

Una silla …………….. un auto

Una casa……………... un vaso

Una cereza……….........un gusano

Una ventana………….. un cuadro

Notice folowing: some people say:
in plural:

Unos gatos or unas gatas; unas
niñas or unos niños, but that is not too common. Normally, the
indefinite articles haven´t got plural.


Chapter 2: Nouns genders and
numbers, forma verbals estar, ser y hay

3.3 Some exceptions of the
noun´s ending with “a” and “o” (algunas excepciones)

Male
nouns which end with the vowel
“a”

El paraguas (umbrella); el mapa; el
Papa, el problema, el dilema, el clima, el planeta, el día,
etc.

Female nouns endings with
vowel “o”

La mano (the hand), la radio, la
foto, la moto

Some nouns can have both
genres, i.e. both female and male, in
these cases you need to change the articles, only. Look at the
singular nouns

Singular nouns Plural nouns (for
both genders)

el/la
periodista los/las periodistas

el/la
turista los/las
turistas

el/ la economista los/las
economistas

el/el agua las aguas

el/la ala las alas

el/la alza
las alzas

el / la
mar los mares

Just sometime
they use the neutral article “lo”; only if you use adjectives
or an adverb. For example:

Lo importante, lo
mejor, lo esencial, lo interesante es; lo malo
es:.lo feo es; lo lindo, etc. There is no plural

4. How can you contruct the
plural nouns in Spanish?

Lot
of nouns in Spanish end with the vowels: a, o, e or rarely with “i”
or “u”. When a noun ends in a vowel (a, o, e, i, u), to contruct
the plural, you need to add a “s”, to the vowel, like in English, but when a noun ends in a
consonant you should add either “es”. For example: mansión,
mansiones; árbol, árboles; señor, señores. But, in case that the
consonant is a “z”, so you have to replace the “z” by “-ces”. For
example: raíz (raíces), nariz (narices), on so on.

Here are some examples with nouns
in singular and plural; Please, look for the meanings of all these
words in your language on your dictionary, and write them down.

Notice that you use definite
articles in singular and in plural and that they can take the
gender male or female.

Articles
(singular)...nouons……….articles
(plural)……nouns

El vaso (the glass)…………… los vasos
(the glasses)

El .perro (.………) los perros
(……….)

El gato (………….) los gatos
(……….)

La mano (………) las manos
(………)(exception)

El planeta (………) los planetas
(……..) (exception)

La/ la turista (………) las/los
turistas (………)

El problema (…………) los problemas
(……….) (exception)

La botella (………) las botellas
(………..)

La
raíz (……………) las raíces
(…………)

La
mujer (…………) las mujeres
(……….)

El
árbol (…………..) los árboles

La
nariz (…………..) las narices (…….…)

El hotel
(…………...) los hoteles
(……….)

El hombre (…………) los hombres
(………)

La nación
(……..……) las naciones
(………..)

La reunión (………….) las reuniones
(……….)

El país (…………) los países
(…………)

El alumno (…………) los alumnos
(………..)

La alumna (…………) las alumnas
(………..)

El/la estudiante (………..) los/las
estudiantes (………)

El idioma (…………) los idiomas
(………)

La moto (………) las motos (…………)

La fotografía (……….) las
fotografías (………..)

La foto (………..) las fotos
(……….)

El/la ala (…………) las alas
(……….)

El profesor (………) los profesores
(………….)

La profesora (………) las profesoras
(…………)






5. The Spanish verbs: ser, estar
y “hay”

In order to learn these three
Spanish verbs, we need to drill down the English verb “to be” in
three parts. So, take a look at this table.
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What does this table mean? It means the English
language has only “one verb”, to describe persons, things or places
and situation. But in Spanish, for all these descriptions, we need
to conjugate three basic and very important verbs. Here are some
examples:

- ¿De
dónde es usted? (where are you from) (asking for nationality, using
verb “ser”)

- ¿Dónde
está la
estación de trenes? (using the verb “estar” and asking for
place)

- En la
escuela hay muchas chicas y chicos (using the verb “hay”). The verb
“hay” can be conjugated only in third person singular and third
person plural

So, to these
three sentences, the English language only needs one verb “to be”.
But in Spanish language this is not possible.


Chapter 3: Question words and
nominative nouns

5.1 Question
words

- These question words quién (who), qué (what),
cuál (which), de dónde? (from where) you have to answer with the
verb “ser”, for example:

¿Quién es usted?- Yo soy estudiante

¿Cuál es su nombre? Mi nombre es Sergio

¿De dónde son ustedes? Yo soy de Uruguay. Juana
es argentina

- The questions words: dónde (place), or cómo
(how) you must respond with the verb “estar” , for example.

¿Donde están los niños? Los niños están en la
escuela

¿Cómo está la señora Claudia? La señora Claudia
está bien, gracias.

- The question words: dónde (place), cúando
(time), you have to responde with the verb “hay” , for example

¿Dónde hay cerveza? En el refrigerador hay
cerveza

¿Cuándo hay una fiesta? El fin de semana hay una
gran fiesta.

Look at these exercises you can complete the
blanks with the meaning of the question words in your language.

….you ask/answer
(ser) you ask/answer
(estar) you ask/answer (hay)

¿Qué? ¿Qué es esto? (XXX) ¿Qué hay
aquí?

¿Quién
es?............................¿Quién está ahí? (XXXXX)

¿Dónde
es?...........................¿Dónde está
usted?.................¿Dónde hay frutas?...

¿Cómo es
él?.........................¿Cómo estás
tú?.....................(XXXXXX)

¿Cuándo
es?..........................¿Cuándo está
listo?...................¿Cuándo hay una fiesta?....

¿Cuál de ellos es
.......................(XXXXXX) (XXXXX)

¿Cuánto dinero
es?..................(XXXXXXX) ¿uánto dinero hay?........

¿De dónde
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