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This is a ‘never give up’ tale about Nora, a little Nightingale chick who learned a couple of lessons early in her life. The first was about the importance of asking for help, and the second was about the benefits of persistence. This story will encourage both you and your child to see that we often find the solution OUTSIDE the box, but you must first give up the comfort of the box if you’re to find it. We all need a few uplifting words of encouragement from time to time. But if we throw in the towel as it were, we might then feel worse than the person who just failed her Leaving Cert Exam. No, we move forward with whatever steam we’ve got left; we hold firm, and cling on, just like Nora.
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One bright Autumn day, it was during October to be precise, a young nightingale was living in the woods just behind a beautiful garden, along with her parents. Her name was Nora. She was a little chick still learning how to fly. Also in the same neighbourhood, at the other end of the woods, lived an elderly Groccolli. This particular Groccolli had a well-known reputation as being someone who always helped others during their time of need. There were other neighbours too, all living peacefully side by side. 

One Thursday morning, Nora’s father left early to go to work for his Woodpecker boss. His job was to sweep up all the woodpecker sawdust left behind after his pecking sessions.  An hour or so later, her mother also had to leave to try to gather some food for the family. The thing was that her Mum took too long coming back; she was running very late. Nora’s tummy was making a weird grumbling sound. Although she had waited patiently, her Mum unfortunately for her, had failed to return. She then made the decision to go and see one of her neighbours called Katy Crow, who lived with her husband, Oscar Crow, to see if they could assist her. 

[image: image]As she couldn’t yet fly, Nora had no choice but to clumsily hop from branch to branch whenever she needed to go anywhere around her community. That day, she went to Mrs Crow’s nest, which was only a couple
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