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About the Author


The author of Ecclesiastes is identified by the Hebrew word Cohelet, which translates as “the teacher.” Although only this mysterious name is given to indicate the identity of the author, evidence from the book, along with most Jewish and Christian tradition, suggests that King Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes.

The Master describes himself as “the son of King David and ruler of Jerusalem” (Ecclesiastes 1:1), someone “wiser than all the kings who have ruled Jerusalem before me” (Ecclesiastes 1:16), and someone who has compiled many proverbs (Ecclesiastes 12:9). Solomon succeeded David on the throne of Jerusalem and was the only one of David's sons to rule the nation of Israel (and not just Judah). He was the wisest man in the world in his day (1 Kings 4:29-30) and wrote most of the book of Proverbs (Proverbs 1:1; 10:1; 25:1). All these factors make the identification of Solomon as a teacher seem likely.

Since it is very likely that Solomon was the author of this book, we know that it must have been written sometime before his death in 931 BC. The message of Ecclesiastes comes from someone looking back on a life of many experiences but few lasting rewards. As king, Solomon had the opportunity and resources to pursue the rewards of wisdom, pleasure and work. But the world-weary tone of the scripture suggests that later in his life he looked back with regret at his past folly and wanted to guide us to a better, simpler life, lived in the light of God's guidance (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Ecclesiastes presents a vision of life from a totally human perspective, but in the end the Master acknowledges God's rule and dominion in the world. The humanistic quality of the book has made it especially popular. Ecclesiastes appeals to young readers who are trying to find meaning and purpose in their lives, but also to men and women who have experienced more than their share of pain and instability, but who continue to cling to their hope in God.

Ecclesiastes, like much of life, is a journey from one point to another. Solomon expresses his starting point at the beginning of the book, “Nothing makes any sense .... no sense at all!” (Ecclesiastes 1:2). These words indicate the utter meaninglessness of life as he saw it. Nothing could alleviate his sense of being lost in the world, for he had already tried a whole series of common remedies, from pleasure to work to intellect. It is useless to seek life without seeking God.

But even in the writer's desperate search for meaning and purpose, God is still present. For example, we read Solomon's assertions that God provides food, drink, and work (Ecclesiastes 2:24); that both the sinner and the righteous live in God's sight (Ecclesiastes 2:26); that God's works are final (Ecclesiastes 3:14); and that God enables people to enjoy His provision (Ecclesiastes 5:19). Ultimately, the great truth of Ecclesiastes is the recognition of God's ever-present hand in our lives. Even when injustice and uncertainty threaten to overwhelm us, we can trust God and follow Him (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

We all long for meaning in life. Often, this quest takes us down winding roads full of ups and downs, full of bursts of satisfaction that shine for a while but eventually fade away. In a way, it is satisfying to see this experience repeated throughout Ecclesiastes. Reading the pages of this book allows us to appreciate our common humanity. We identify with Solomon's journey because, for many of us, it is our own. When we try to make sense of things by seeking pleasure, working, or exploring intellectual depths, we all eventually realize that each of these quests is a dead end.

Ecclesiastes shows us a man who went through this process and came out the other side with a wiser and more experienced perspective. Surrounded by the temptation to proclaim that life is empty, we find in Ecclesiastes a worldview tempered by experience and ultimately viewed through lenses tinged with divinity. Life is destined to remain unsatisfactory unless we recognize God's intervention. We must decide whether or not to place our trust in his safe and capable hands.

Have you struggled with misguided goals in life? Does your life lack the meaning and purpose you desire? Listen to the words of Solomon and let them encourage you to place your trust in the Lord alone.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction

[image: ]


The first verse of this short book identifies Solomon as its writer and reads: The Song of Solomon's Song of Songs. Solomon was also the writer of the books Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.

Actually, here we do not have a story, but a song. Speaking of Solomon, we are told in the First Book of Kings, chapter 4, verse 32: He composed three thousand proverbs, and his songs were a thousand and five. This man wrote three thousand Proverbs, but it is interesting to remember that if you count those that have been recorded in the Book of Proverbs, and even include the Book of Ecclesiastes, you will find that the total sum does not reach three thousand. So, in reality, we have far fewer than he wrote. But there are two things we can say as to the writings we do not have: the first of them is that we have, before us, the best that he wrote. We are sure of that; the second thing is that we have those that the Spirit of God wanted us to have.

The verse we have read also says that his songs were a thousand and five. Let's think about it - over a thousand songs! This fact made him a prolific song writer. Now, we want to mention an interesting detail: the Word of God is very specific when it says that he wrote a thousand and five songs. It does not give us a round number. Probably those that were preserved for us are those five. Of course, we don't have most of Solomon's songs. In fact, we usually say we only have one song. But Solomon's song was also called the Book of Songs. A song is a short song, and this means that in this book we have several songs, some small ones. Now, there is a difference of opinion about the number of songs we have here. One of the traditional positions was, that here we have five songs and we agree with that opinion. According to some version of the Bible, there would be 13 songs. But we will continue to accept the old division of five songs for this book of the Song of Songs.

The Song of Solomon is a parabolic poem. It is the interpretation, and not the inspiration, that causes the difficulty. There are those who think that this book should not be included in the Bible, but nevertheless it is found in the canon of the Holy Scriptures. The Song of Songs is the neglected book of the Bible. The reader who is reading the Bible for the first time is perplexed when he comes to these pages. And the immature Christian may misunderstand or misinterpret them. In fact, this short book has been subject to many abuses by people who have not understood it well. When the apostle Peter was puzzled by some of the letters of the apostle Paul, he wrote in his second letter 3:16. 16in almost all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; among which are some things hard to be understood, which the unlearned and unstable wrest (as also the other Scriptures) to their own destruction. We believe that this is also true of the Song of Solomon's Song of Solomon.

Origen and Jerome tell us that the Jews did not allow their young people to read this book until they were 30 years old. The reason was that they believed there was a danger that they would see in it aspects of lust, vulgarity, voluptuousness, sensuality and sexuality. On the contrary, this is a beautiful figure of physical, human and conjugal love. It provides answers to two groups of misguided people: to those who adhere to asceticism and believe that it is wrong to marry, and to the adherents of hedonism, who believe that the satisfaction of their lust is of the utmost importance. This book makes it clear that both positions are wrong. For it presents married love as something very beautiful, as a glorious experience.

The author of these Bible studies, Dr. J. Vernon McGee, said that as a young man he began to preach on this book, and years later, in his maturity, he realized that he found greater meaning in these pages than he did 40 years ago. The elaborate, vivid, striking and bold language of this book is a beautiful and glorious picture of our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. We know of no other book that brings us closer to Him or is more personal than the Song of Solomon.

If you compare the Song of Songs with other Eastern poetic works of that period, such as Persian poetry, you will find that this work of Solomon is moderate and restrained. On the other hand, reading the poetry Persian, you would be reminded of some of the contemporary stories, which emphasize mainly the erotic aspects.

In contrast, the Jews called the Song of Songs. "The Holy of Holies of the Holy Scriptures." Consequently, its access was restricted. This is where the reader is dwelling in the secret place of the Most High. It is for such a reason that some have hesitated about whether or not to expose this book, because they feared it would be abused by immature Christians and non-believers. But if you are a believer who is living close to the Lord, if the Lord Jesus means a lot to you and you love Him, then this short book will also have a deep meaning for you.

The Song of Songs is poetic and practical. In this work God is speaking to His people in poetic songs that develop a story. It is as if in approaching this book we have to adopt the symbolic gesture of removing our spiritual shoes from our feet, because we find ourselves treading on holy ground. The Song of Songs is like a fragile flower, which requires to be treated with the utmost care.

Four different and important meanings have been found in this book:

First, the Song of Songs expounds the glory of conjugal love. Here it declares the sacredness of the marriage relationship, and that marriage is an institution established by God. This little book shows us what true love is like. The Jews taught that this work reveals the heart of a contented husband and a faithful wife.

There are many who are of the opinion that it is good for people to exercise total sexual freedom. A young man who for some time lived in what is usually called free love told us that he finally realized that such a life was equivalent to the life of an animal. He went so far as to say: "For years I have lived like an animal. If you want to know the truth, I don't think sex means anything more to my group of friends than it does to an animal". Many young people today orient their lives in that direction. Their lifestyle is characterized by free sexual expression. But sometimes we get the impression that they really know very little about it. All they know about sex is what an animal knows. There is something wrong in this matter, and there is a tremendous void in their lives.

This generation may have a lot of experience with sex but knows little about love. (A story is told of a father who wanted to talk to his son and bring up the subject of sex; he felt self-conscious about talking about it. He started beating around the bush until he finally decided to broach the subject and said, "Son, I want to talk to you about some of the realities of life." His son then replied, "Okay Dad. What would you like to know?" It was clear that this young man, who knew what there was to know, thought he knew the subject better than his father himself). Thus, many public figures have considered that they knew a lot about the subject because they had taken advantage of their sexual freedom. Yet they have ended their lives in bitterness and loneliness, while others have committed suicide. They had not known true love, which beautifies life and drives one to fight for one's loved one and one's family. Thus we see a marked contrast between the ideas of the present generation, the beauty and honor of conjugal love, as described in the Song of Songs.

Secondly, this short book expounds the Lord's love for Israel. This is not a new thought found only in this book. The prophets spoke of Israel as the bride of the Lord; the prophet Hosea developed this theme, and compared idolatry in Israel to a breakdown of conjugal love and was the greatest sin in the world.

The scribes and teachers of Israel have always presented these two interpretations of this book, and they have been accepted by the church. However, what follows is also accepted today.

Third, the Song of Songs is seen as a figure of Christ and the church. The church is the bride of Christ. This is the familiar figure that appears in the New Testament (as we see in Ephesians 5 and Revelation 21). However, in this book God uses the figure of human affection to communicate to our dull, dulled minds, lifeless hearts, distorted affections, and diseased wills His great love. He uses the best of human love to awaken us and make us aware of His great love for us. This book can lead you into a beautiful relationship with the Lord Jesus that you have probably never known before. What we need today is a knowledge of God's Word and a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We fear that very few of us are going through this experience today.

Fourth, this book describes the communion of Christ and the individual believer. It represents the love of Christ for the individual and the communion of the soul with Christ. Many holy believers of God have experienced this through the years. The apostle Paul could say in Galatians 2:20, speaking of Christ, who loved me and gave himself for me. We also have the example left to us by Samuel Rutherford. This man could spend the whole night kneeling in prayer, even though the night was cold. His wife, realizing that he was not sleeping in his bed during the night, would get up and find him praying, then she would take a big coat and put it over his shoulders to protect him from the cold. He did not even realize it. Many other great men also came to experience a real and true relationship, a personal relationship with Christ. And this, more than just another spiritual experience, is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, which allows us to see how wonderful and glorious He is. We need to reach that point where it can truly be said of us that "we love him because he first loved us" (1 John 4:19). (1 John 4:19) So, opening this small book in length, is like breaking that alabaster jar that Mary carried filled with perfume, and we trust that its fragrance will fill our lives and reach other lives that also need it.

Today people are being deceived into thinking that living the Christian life consists of following instructions. Just like when you want to put together one of those cheap toys that come with instructions for assembly. You take the part that is indicated with a letter or a number and you have to fit it with others properly identified. Well, there are many people who think that the Christian life is like that; that if you can get a little mixture of psychology, a little common sense, a little salesmanship, and all of it mixed with a few Bible verses that coat the whole mixture like a sugar coating, then you have a successful formula for living the Christian life.

Let us tell you, what we really need is to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We need to feel a burning passion for Him. The Lord is not satisfied with that cold, lukewarm condition that exists today in many circles of Christians supposedly dedicated to Him. Many of those who consider themselves consecrated Christians are really cold spiritually, even on a human level. In their dealings they prove to be unfriendly and arrogant in their attitudes. What we need is a real and living passion for the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This brief book is a personal work for the believer who has an intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Bearing in mind that the Song of Songs is a series of scenes in a drama that was not told in chronological sequence, we will not attempt to sketch the book.

We will find in this work the use of the antiphon; that is to say, that one character speaks and the other responds. And we have several characters, the young bride, (who is the Shulamite), the daughters of Jerusalem, the bridegroom, and the family of the Shulamite. In the family there is a father (who is dead), the mother, the two daughters, and two or more sons.

One of the interpretations of this story presented in the Song of Songs came from the German rationalist schools of the nineteenth century. These schools tried to interpret the story by presenting the Shulamite woman kidnapped by Solomon, who at first did not want to go, and finally agreed to stay with him.
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