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        The cover image is a distressed brownish background with the silhouette view of a tall ship, a barque, in full sail moving from left to right, centred on the page in a circle of blue. Around the image of the ship is a faint image compass rose echoing the circle or opening where floats the boat. The title text reads: Bessie Hall in heavy font. Underneathe it the full title: Sister Sailor: The Remarkable Journey of Bessie Hall. At the base of the cover page is the author's name, Ruth Tait.
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      the logo for Lifting As We Climb book series

      Inside cover—logo and medallion—Add Image Description— Centered at the top of the page is a medallion with the logo for the Lifting as We Climb book series. A black and white illustration. In the top half of a circle outlines figueres going uphill. A motorized wheelchair user with a long ponytail flying behind her leads a woman with afro textured hair walking behind who holds the hand of a woman pulling two toddlers in a wagon. Above them in black is the text 'Lifting as We' and in white under them is the word 'climb' which angles upwards. Below this is the outline of an open book.

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      Sister Sailor: The Remarkable Journey of Bessie Hall


      Written & Illustrated by Ruth Tait

    

    
      the logo for History Hunters Projects

      Centered at the bottom of the page is the 'History Hunters Projects' logo. It is an illustration in black ink of a magnifying glass with a handle with the letters HHP in the glass which is coloured in yellow. Angled under this are the words History Hunters Projects with the letter 'i' and exclamation point resembling a woman wearing a dress.
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    [image: A colour Portrait of Bessie Hall painted by author from an archival photograph showing Bessie seated in a chair, elbow resting on a table covered with cloth, wearing a Victorian ornamented gown with belt and decorated sleeves.]
  

  
    Portrait of Bessie Hall


    Ruth Tait


    Gouache on paper & digital painting 2023
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      Rothesay on Starboard Tack


      
        [image: image of Bessie-Hall-p-2-imgDesc full image description link below]

        Illustration showing Rothesay on Starboard Tack. The bow of the ship is facing right and all the sails are up. There are 19 sails in all and some are partly obscured by other sails set in front of them. The sails are all labelled with floating labels and arrows. Some other parts of the boat are also labelled. Moving in a circle from right to left counter-clockwise, the parts labelled are: Fore Staysail; Inner Jib; Outer Jib; Flying Jib; Fore Lower Topsail; Fore Upper Topsail; Fore Topgallant Sail; Fore Royal Sail; Main Topgallant Staysail; Main Royal Staysail; Main Upper Topsail; Main T'gallant Sail; Main Royal Sail; Mizzen Top Staysail; Mizzen Masts; Gaff; Spanker; Mizzen Boom; Poop Deck; Quarter Deck; Mizzen Lower Staysail; Main Lower Topsail; Main Course; Main Staysail; Fore Course; Forecastle or Fo'c'sle; Bowsprit; Dolphin Striker or Martingale;
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      Barque Rothesay Liverpool to New Orleans


      
        [image: An imitation vintage image as montage of the captain and crew in elliptical frames floating around an image of the Rothesay in full sail. The names of the crew are set near the portraits in a script font, to appear as if hand-written. Names of crew are listed in the text on the following pages. The crew presents as white with the exception of Charles Card who presents as Black.]
      

      
        Figure A—Barque Rothesay Ship Crew Manifest journey Liverpool to New Orleans 1869-1870
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      Characters


      Bessie Hall:


      Main protagonist. Bessie Hall is an energetic, curious 20-year old novice mariner, enthralled with all aspects of tall ship sailing.


      Captain Joseph Hall:


      Bessie's father, the master of the barque Rothesay, a 144-foot merchant vessel bound on a round-trip voyage from Liverpool, England to New Orleans, U.S.A. transporting cargo. He contracts Smallpox on the way to England.


      Caleb McDonald:


      First Mate aboard the Rothesay, who contracts Smallpox on the way to England.


      Edward Field:


      The second Mate aboard the Rothesay, promoted to First Mate on the way to England.


      Crew Members:


      The outbound crew members are listed as: Caleb McDonald (First Mate); Edward Field (2nd Mate); David Davies (Bosun)

    

  

  


  
    
      Crew Manifest—Liverpool, U.K. to New Orleans, U.S.A.


      
        Able Seamen


        
          	James Johnson


          	James Regan


          	Charles Card


          	Hans Peter Peterson


          	Henry Guard


          	John Jameson


          	William Flynn


          	Edward Metcalfe


          	James Higgins


          	Robert Robertson


          	Henry Bohn


          	William Wylie


          	Charles France


          	John Myers

        


        Ordinary Seamen


        
          	James Pheldu


          	Francis Higgins


          	Joseph Drum

        

      

      Crew Manifest—New Orleans, U.S.A. to Liverpool, U.K.


      The inbound crew members are listed as: Caleb McDonald (First Mate, contracts Small Pox); Edward Field (2nd Mate, promoted to First Mate).


      
        Able Seamen


        
          	William Mackay


          	Bernard Neary


          	Samuel Temple


          	Edward Woods


          	John Charles

        

      
    

  

  
    

    
  

  


  
    
      [image: image of Bessie Hall Graphic Novel page full image description link below]

      Bessie Hall graphic novel Summary of Page 1: There are 8 panels. The reader is introduced to the protagonist, Bessie. A floating caption sits over the first 3 panels. It states: December, 1869. A cabin on the barque Rothesay, docked at Princes Dock, Liverpool. England. Panel 1: A full shot of a young girl, her back to us, who is seen attending to her attire, attaching a corset to her waist. She looks into a small mirror, sitting atop a wooden dresser. Beside her is a pair of bunks set into the cabin wall. Bessie is reciting: North, zero points. north by east, 1 point. north-north-east, 2 points. north-east-by-north, 3 points. north-east, 4 points. north-east-by-east, 5 points … Panel 2: View of Bessie from the front, as she struggles with the tiny clips of the corset in frustration, expressing: Oh, corsets take too much time! The background shows the bunk with built-in drawers and beneath it, obscured in shadow, a travelling trunk. Panel 3: longer shot of Bessie, now fully dressed is exiting from her cabin into the common space of the ship, called the foreward after cabin. All the space is rendered to resemble a wooden interior, with various colours of woods. We see a couple of cabin doors, a table and benches, secured by vertical posts. Bessie is dressed for winter in Liverpool, with wooly hat, jacket and thick skirt. Panel 4: full shot of Bessie seen from behind as she climbs gangway stairs up toward the poop deck. Dispersed across the space are several oak barrels piled together and the table and benches in foreground. Panel 5: Long shot of the length of a complex structure of the top deck of a 19th century merchant sailing vessel, with ropes, rigging, belaying pins, deck hatches, masts and deck rails. At the top of the poop deck, Captain Hall stands, seen from behind, facing forward looking over the deck. His head is turning toward Bessie, as her head appears from the hatchway of the entrance to the below-deck. She looks up at Captain Hall, saying: Hello, father. Have we got our crew? Captain Hall replies: Yes, we will be able to sail at high tide at the end of the week. Panel 6: Close on captain Hall from a 3-quarter perspective, saying: I have some last business with the harbour office. Would you like a walk? Panel 7: Medium close on Bessie who is climbing up to the poop deck, saying, Certainly. I'd like to get some writing supplies. Panel 8: a 2-shot viewed from behind Bessie, as she looks toward her father still standing on the steps, completing her sentence: … So I can work on my journal, as well as …
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      Bessie Hall graphic novel Summary of Page 2: There are 3 panels. Panel 1: a high bird's eye view of the Princes Dock with enclosed harbour, taking up the area of the panel frame from lower left to upper right, containing several tall ships within the protected basin of the harbour tied up at the wharf. On either side of the docks are long warehouses, running alongside the wharves. People, carts and horses, small dots dwarfed by the harbour structures occupy the built-up area of the dockside. At the top of the frame a view of the open water, with ships in sail moving along the watery highway. A couple of gulls hover over the scene. A text ballon, implying Bessie finishing her thought from page 1, says: … Working out my navigation calculations. A floating caption sits at the right hand of the frame and says: quote, my name is Bessie hall. I am 20 years old. I come from Granville Ferry in Nova Scotia, Canada. I am currently in Liverpool, England on board the Rothesay, a merchant vessel captained by my father, Joseph Hall. In a week we will be setting sail for New Orleans with a cargo of wool and other goods. My ambition is to learn all that I can about sailing the sea as I love the life of the seafarer! Panel 2: A view of the ship broadside with gangplank running from the deck rail to the dockside. A figure on deck, with arms raised is guiding a hoisted barrel onto the ship, perhaps toward the main hatch. A cart with supplies sits on the dock, at right of the frame. Bessie and her father are preparing to leave the ship and descend by the gangplank. Captain Hall announces his intention to the working crew man: We are going ashore for a couple of hours. The crew man responds: Aye, captain. Panel 3: a view toward the bow of the ship as Captain Hall and Bessie walk along the dockside. In the foreground a dockworker pushes a cart with supplies. Captain Hall speaking to Bessie asks: You are content with shipboard life, Bessie? Bessie responds: I am father, yes.
    
  



  Click for extended image description


  


  
    
      The cover image is a distressed brownish background with the silhouette view of a tall ship, a barque, in full sail moving from left to right, centred on the page in a circle of blue. Around the image of the ship is a faint image compass rose echoing the circle or opening where floats the boat. The title text reads: Bessie Hall in heavy font. Underneathe it the full title: Sister Sailor: The Remarkable Journey of Bessie Hall. At the base of the cover page is the author's name, Ruth Tait.
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