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			Dedication

			
		
    We thank our contributors for their stories. Thanks to all of you brave souls who have ventured to lands far and wide and shared your sometimes bizarre, frightening, and mostly ineffable experiences, including UFOs, aliens, the paranormal, and the otherwise oft inexplicable, with us for publication. Without you, this book could not have been written.
A special thank you goes to the late Professor Herbert B. Weaver, Ph.D., former head of the Department of Psychology at the University of Hawaii, without whose mentorship and encouragement, I might not have become the World's first Travel Psychologist that I am today.
A profound thank you goes to my good friend and colleague, Ellen Stuart, for her tireless help in editing this book and her invaluable suggestions for improvement. Having had a career as a senior legal secretary with the prestigious law firm Perkins Coie, based in Chicago, Ellen brings top skills to any writing effort, and we thank you profoundly, Ellen.
I extend my heartfelt gratitude to my good friend and colleague, Richard (Rick) Dickison, former Assistant State Director for MUFON (The Mutual UFO Network) during my tenure as State Director for Hawaii. Rick has played an invaluable role in shaping this book, offering both conceptual guidance and technical expertise throughout its development. His thoughtful input and behind-the-scenes support have been instrumental in helping me achieve the level of quality and clarity necessary for the successful publication of this work. I honestly could not have done it without him.
And finally, thanks go to the proprietors of the innumerable unnamed coffeehouses that have tolerated me as I sat endlessly working on these stories, hour upon hour, with endless refills after refills.

      

    



  	
        
            
            If but one of these stories is true, what then?
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Joseph Redmiles
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I am the widower of Rosemary Ellen Guiley, the co-author with Michael Brein and publisher of the first two books of The Road to Strange series. Rosemary sadly passed away in July 2019. Appropriately enough, I came to know Michael Brein during one of my cross-country trips to the Pacific Northwest. Michael was one of Rosemary Ellen Guiley’s many personal and professional colleagues and friends.

When Rosemary and I married, I was quickly plunged into a whirlwind routine of travel by car, train, and automobile. I accompanied Rosemary on many of her tours, assisted with event setup and investigations, and coordinated the logistics of our trips. Along the way, I met many fascinating people and experienced parts of the USA and England that had long been on my list of places to visit.

The Pacific Northwest was special to Rosemary. It was where she grew up, received her education, and began her professional career as a journalist for several major newspapers. Every summer, we’d spend several weeks in her hometown of Seattle, Washington. This was our downtime, a chance to catch our breath, relax with friends and family, and take time for ourselves.

Rosemary had told me about Michael, the world traveler, author, and Travel Psychologist. As Michael resided on nearby Bainbridge Island, it was natural for us to get together during one of our early trips to Seattle. We quickly became friends, and Michael graciously acted as our tour guide around the island. I have fond memories of our time together, as we shared travel anecdotes during our far-ranging conversations over meals and coffee breaks.
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I Write Two Book Series
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The Weird Stuff

I’m the “Travel Psychologist.” I originally coined the term “Travel Psychology” during my Ph.D. studies at the University of Hawaii and became the world’s first travel psychologist. I’m also what you might call a “Ufologist.” I study UFOs (unidentified flying objects) or UAPs, as they are often referred to of late (unidentified anomalous phenomena).

I’ve served as the State Director for Hawaii and Ambassador-at-Large for MUFON (the Mutual UFO Network), the largest UFO research organization in the United States, with a significant global presence.

For over five decades, I have crisscrossed the World many times, seeking and interviewing nearly 2,000 travelers, adventurers, and other willing contributors. I have collected and recorded almost 10,000 accounts of various things that have happened to them. I’ve also explored the deeper psychological aspects of their experiences.

Typically, I’ve asked people to share some of their most interesting experiences with me, whether they occurred during their travels or in their everyday lives. Interestingly, about five percent of respondents report strange things that have happened to them, whether of a psychic nature or extraordinary things they’ve seen in the skies.

It became apparent that many people had had far more than they’d anticipated, either from travel or in their daily lives; they’d had extraordinary, unusual experiences of a psychic nature or even of a mystical or spiritual kind. I had to learn about them. I saw common themes running through their accounts. These reports fascinated me, so I began a special collection, forging new territory in the UFO and paranormal lore that mainstream scientists had largely ignored and neglected.

Combining a social science background with my own personal experiences of the paranormal, I bring to the fore a rare combination of both scientist and experiencer of the strange and unusual.

I bring scientific rigor to the equation, along with the openness and wonderment of someone who has had psychic experiences beyond the normal pale and who also suspects that our current scientific paradigms may not be the be-all and end-all of knowing and explaining all that there is.

And I want to add that I haven't had just one paranormal experience; I’ve had many. Thus, I bring together in one person — someone not only trained to research, observe, and document as social scientists typically do but also one who is open and eager to understand better the unknown, which looms just outside the normal bounds of science as we now know it.

Reading the accounts of others regarding psychic, UFO, and high-strangeness phenomena presents the reader with new and unique events that are often both eye-opening and awe-inspiring, much like life itself. It’s mainly through the novel experiences offered by travel adventure and curiosity that we achieve more personal growth and gain an understanding of realities we perhaps never knew existed. This aspect of life, as expanded by these new realities, is nothing short of a paradigm-shifter.

Travel is mind-opening and mind-bending. Perhaps it takes the travel experience — namely, the condensing, collapsing, and speeding up of time and space, the rush of novelty, all of which impact us at once at every turn — to pry open the portals to the unknown. Imagine the degree of impact that a travel or life-related paranormal event can have on one’s existence, as events happen to anyone from all walks of life, regardless of their belief in the supernatural.

An experience of the strange, the psychic, or the extraordinary — an occurrence that appears to go beyond the normal reach of our ordinary lives — is nothing less than a paradigm-bender as well. Sometimes, we need such a mind-bending experience of the supernatural to give us the wake-up call, “Hey, pay attention! There’s more going on in life than you think.”

Some people featured in my "Road to Strange" book series acknowledge that they have life histories involving the paranormal, UFOs, and other extraordinary, unusual experiences. Such is the case with me, as I have had many episodes of premonitions, precognitive dreams, psychic phenomena, synchronicities, and more oddities happening to me throughout my life. I call these gifts my “Inner Psychic.”

Others in The Road to Strange series say they’ve had no extraordinary particular psychic sense for most of their lives, and some even profess to have been skeptical until their own strange experiences opened their eyes.

The stories in my books, The Contiguous Universe, A Psychic Reader, and other titles
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