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In the climactic conclusion of the Beyond the Throne saga, shadows gather as truth is laid bare. "Beyond the Throne 4: Unveiling Royal Secrets, Power and Deception" follows Caleb, Eliyanah, and Jackal of Samson—three elite operatives working under the guidance of the enigmatic Tateguru—as they delve deep into the fractured legacy of King David.

Assigned to dissect the inner workings of David's royal household, the operatives uncover a storm of betrayals, moral failures, and suppressed truths. From the harrowing story of Amnon and Tamar to the turbulent power struggles involving Joab and Abishai, the team navigates a web of dysfunction and silence. Tamar’s dignity in the face of violence, Amnon’s chilling transgression, and David’s passive response illuminate the heavy toll of unchecked power and paternal neglect.

As the operatives trace David’s journey—from brave warrior to conflicted king and faltering father—they weigh his righteousness against his flaws. Their verdict: David was courageous in battle but often cowardly at home, a man anointed yet undone by his unrelenting love for his children and his failure to confront their sins.

The operatives’ investigation culminates in a sobering realization: David’s silence regarding Solomon’s divine calling may ignite a deadly rivalry with Adonijah, threatening the very future of the kingdom. But just as their report reaches completion, tragedy strikes. Tateguru, sensing a shift in the winds of power, sacrifices himself to shield them from imminent danger. With Hushai’s help, the operatives escape—but their mission’s relevance now hangs in the balance, and the mission teeters on the edge of meaning, when Tateguru falls, Hushai's tragic departure. 

CHAPTER one

Project Review 

"Only three weeks remain until the deadline for your investigation project," declared Tateguru, the Head of Operations and overall supervisor. "I expect your comprehensive report within twelve working days, allowing me time for review in the third week."

Over the past eight weeks, Caleb, Eliyanah, and Jackal of Samson have diligently worked on their triangular project. The last two weeks have been spent in the office, assembling information gathered in the initial six weeks.

Eliyanah and Jackal of Samson have been delivering weekly reports to Caleb, the infield supervisor, who then conveys the updates to Tateguru. Despite the shortened deadline to two weeks, the Three Special Operatives are confident in meeting it, given the progress made.

Today, they find themselves in Tateguru's office following his directive from two days ago.

"Your reports have been impressive, but they've mainly outlined your progress, lacking in details," Tateguru remarked. "Considering your capabilities, I'm not complaining. I expect a thorough and detailed report in ten plus two days; you understand what that entails." 

Caleb, Eliyanah, and Jackal of Samson acknowledged Tateguru's feedback with a nod of understanding. As they gathered their belongings to leave the office, an unspoken determination filled the room. Each member knew their role and the importance of their contributions to the project.

"I appreciate your guidance and trust in our abilities, Tateguru," Caleb spoke up, breaking the brief silence. "We will ensure to provide you with a thorough and detailed report that meets your expectations."

Eliyanah and Jackal of Samson echoed Caleb's sentiment, a sense of unity and purpose strengthening their resolve. As they exited Tateguru's office, the Three Special Operatives were determined to surpass expectations and deliver a report that would reflect their hard work and dedication over the past weeks. 
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Back at their office, which was located in the Calcols' study, the Three Special Operatives reconvened to continue where they had left off the previous day. Caleb, their field leader, informed them that moving forward, they would be gathering at this location and working together as a team. Each operative needed to have all their scrolls, codices, and parchments ready, as a comprehensive report may require input from any or all of the sub-projects.

"Today," Caleb directed, "instead of heading home to rest, go gather your belongings and be fully prepared for tomorrow's task, right here."

Jackal of Samson smiled and joked, "Come on, Caleb, just tell me to bring my bedding and move in here." They all laughed at his remark. "You have a spouse, so you're not going anywhere. It's only me you're telling to go and sort out my things."

They laughed once again as Jackal stood up to leave.

"Jackal, you better start looking for a girl to marry," teased Eliyanah. "Otherwise, we'll keep calling you 'big boy' forever."

They all laughed again, and Caleb patted Jackal on the back.

"I already have someone," Jackal replied. "The only thing holding us back from getting engaged is that I'm waiting for her other nostril to open - she only has one."

With that, he ran off to prepare for the next day, laughter trailing behind him.

Caleb and Eliyanah chuckled as they watched him go, and Caleb remarked, "You're a naughty bachelor!" 

Caleb and Eliyanah had their project material prepared in advance, just as expected. The instructions were clearly intended for Jackal, as they had anticipated, but he chose to make light-hearted remarks about it. Although they were confident that Jackal was prepared, they believed it was wise to take precautions. 

After supper, Eliyanah rearranged the setup in the study. She placed one table against the center table and positioned three chairs behind and on each side of the table. In this arrangement, each chair offered a clear view of the doorway, while the light from the rear window provided ample illumination for reading and writing. The two tables provided ample space for all the scrolls, codices, and parchments they needed. Everything was set for tomorrow's round table discussion. 

Observing the fresh arrangement, Caleb complimented, "Smart decision, my dear," as he gently led Eliyanah with his left arm encircling her waist. "The newlyweds retire to bed early." 

Eliyanah giggled charmingly, saying, "Early to bed, early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise."

Caleb smiled, responding, "You make it easy to be both wise and wealthy. Tomorrow, I'll rise early and healthy after a night of sports."

Their shared amusement lingered as they shut the door behind them. Eliyanah wasn't finished as she mused, "The initial year of matrimony feels like a celebration, while the rest seems like a lingering hangover." 

Once again, laughter filled the room as Caleb playfully lunged towards the bed but missed his target. Luckily, Eliyanah's impressive acrobatic skills came to the rescue as she caught him gently with her right leg. If only an artist had been present to capture the moment, it would have been a masterpiece admired all around the world. The static picture would capture the joy, laughter, and camaraderie between Caleb and Eliyanah. The masterpiece would showcase their playful interaction and Eliyanah's impressive acrobatic skills, leaving viewers in awe and admiration. 

In a deliberate manner, Eliyanah gently lowered her husband to the ground, declaring, "You see who's in charge now."

Caleb couldn't help but chuckle bashfully, his reaction akin to that of a mischievous child caught in the act, but he still mused, "The early bird catches the worm, and so does a prudent wife." 

"Caleb the worm!" 

Their laughter filled the room as Caleb rose from where Eliyanah's foot had gently set him down. It was clear that their evening was going to be full of playful antics. 
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After briefing Jackal of Samson on all their past discussions, the Three Special Operatives agreed that Jackal's sub-project would be dealt with last since they had already started with Caleb's.

The three legs of the triangular project were as follows:


a. Uncovering the reasons behind Absalom's animosity towards his father, King David. The investigation should focus on their relationship, seeking hidden secrets and generating hypotheses or ideas that could explain this deep-rooted bitterness.


b. Investigating the recurring disagreements between King David and the sons of Zeruah, specifically Joab and Abishai, and reporting on any underlying factors causing these conflicts.


c. Uncovering and analyzing any clandestine information surrounding King David, including secrets that are believed to be straining family relations and compromising the kingdom's sovereignty.



Jackal of Samson had taken option "B", Eliyanah had chosen "C", and Caleb had opted for "A". In fact, the first and last options were quite similar, leading Caleb and Eliyanah to decide to review them comprehensively as a couple.

Their scrolls, parchments, and parchments were at hand, with their findings and recommendations well-indexed. So their discussion was not done wildly but systematically. Each member of the group had dedicated countless hours to researching and analyzing every aspect of the puzzle, leaving no stone unturned. It was clear that their commitment to detail and thoroughness was unparalleled.

The scrolls and parchments before them held the key to unlocking the secrets that had plagued them for weeks. The group's dedication to organization and indexing proved invaluable, as they were able to easily navigate through their findings and recommendations. This systematic approach allowed them to maintain focus and avoid getting lost in the overwhelming abundance of information. Their collective knowledge and expertise complemented one another, creating a cohesive unit that left no aspect unexplored. Every voice was valued, and each perspective added a unique layer to the puzzle they were piecing together. 

The following seven working days were set aside for the meticulous assembly of the puzzle. Piece by piece, they would carefully examine Tamar's story, Absalom's secrets and ambitions, as well as David's own hidden truths. They even hoped to go beyond the immediate family, considering the influence of Talmai, Ahithophel, Maacah, and Bathsheba. No stone would be left unturned, as they sought to understand every possible factor that could have contributed to Absalom's animosity towards King David. The ongoing conflicts between David and his nephews Joab and Abishai, the sons of piggy Zeruah, would also be addressed.

They divided their work into sessions according to the number of days, with one session per day. Upon completion, they would still have four days to compile and write their full and final report.
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Project Review Sessions

The project review sessions are structured into seven sessions, each exploring specific aspects of David's family dynamics and relationships.

Session Topics


1. Exploring Amnon and Tamar's Roles: Personality descriptions, interactions, motivations, and reactions.

2. Absalom's Intervention: Absalom's actions, motivations, and potential benefits.

3. Absalom's Animosity Towards King David: Unresolved issues, influences, and Ahithophel's role.

4. Absalom's Actions and Fear: Absalom's bravery, fear, and David's intelligence agencies.

5. Compromising Secrets: Tamar's legitimacy, tradition, and potential repercussions.

6. Uncovering David's Family Secrets: Lineage, conflicts, and David's relationships.

7. David's Fatherhood: Unintentional harm, marriage choices, and parenting style.



Questions and Discussions

Each session poses thought-provoking questions, encouraging in-depth discussions and analysis of the characters' actions, motivations, and relationships. The sessions aim to uncover the complexities of David's family dynamics and the potential consequences of his actions.

CHAPTER two

The Struggle for Power and Desire 

Project Review Session 1 explores Amnon and Tamar's roles and interactions. It examines Amnon's persona and Tamar's character, questioning what drove Amnon to act against his sister and how Tamar expected her father to react. The session also seeks to understand why Amnon's feelings towards Tamar shifted from lust to hatred and why David chose not to punish Amnon despite being angry. The operatives investigate Amnon's personality traits, behavior, and psychological influences, as well as Tamar's beliefs and reactions to gain insight into their perspectives.

The operatives collected information on the interactions between Amnon and Tamar, aiming to uncover any underlying factors that may have contributed to the incident. They aimed to provide potential explanations, such as jealousy, power dynamics, or psychological influences, that could have influenced Amnon's behavior. Simultaneously, they aimed to understand Tamar's expectations regarding David's response to the incident, considering her perception of her father's character and values.

Additionally, Caleb the dog, Jackal of Samson, and Eliyanah analyzed potential psychological or emotional factors that may have contributed to Amnon's changing feelings towards Tamar. Finally, the team explored David's reasons for not intervening against Amnon, investigating possible political, family, or personal motivations that may have influenced his decision-making process.

The Three Special Operatives diligently worked towards their objectives through various means. Over the next seven workdays, including today, they will systematically review their work in a consistent format. 

For today's session, on number one, the program seeks the descriptions of both Amnon and Tamar. It was the description of her at the time of the incident, not now. 

Caleb offered to address both project review guiding lines, saying he'll relate the story as it unfolded over seven weeks ago. 

Eliyanah and Jackal of Samson listened attentively as Caleb brought forward the story, asking Ahithophel's elderly widow to describe Tamar before and after Amnon's attack. Her face lit up as she spoke about Tamar, conveying warmth and admiration for her. 

She said, Tamar was known far and wide for her exceptional beauty and grace. Standing tall and slender, she carried herself with a quiet strength and dignity that captivated all who beheld her. Her long, flowing hair framed a face of exquisite beauty, with eyes that shone with intelligence and compassion.

Tamar's character was defined by her gentle spirit and kind heart. She was known for her generosity and selflessness, always willing to help those in need and offer a listening ear to those who sought her counsel. Despite her privileged position as a member of the royal family, Tamar was humble and approachable, treating all she met with respect and kindness.

Her personality was a mix of warmth and wisdom, with a quick wit and a sharp mind. Tamar was well-educated and well-spoken, able to engage in thoughtful conversations on a wide range of topics. She had a deep love for her family and a strong sense of justice, always standing up for what she believed was right.

In all aspects, Tamar was a woman of remarkable beauty, grace, and character, whose presence lit up any room she entered and whose kindness left a lasting impact on all who knew her.

Caleb asked, "So she was a beautiful and fearless woman, but I heard she had certain restrictions on her life. Are you saying she still managed to enter houses with love and dignity?"

"Yes," the senior widow replied. "Her confinement wasn't like being in prison. As a princess, she always had elderly maids accompanying her wherever she went."

(Caleb skipped this part for later use) 

"Caleb diverted the conversation by asking, "Could you tell me about Amnon? Was he similar to how you depicted Eliyanah?"

"Oh, that brute," the widow cursed. "He was miles different from Tamar, who was but an angel."

"Describe Amnon as if you were an angel reporting back to heaven. Can you?"

"Oh, certainly," the widow changed her tone. "Amnon was a young man with a striking and formidable presence, radiating an aura of undeniable magnetism wherever he went. His towering stature and dignified demeanor spoke volumes about his majestic heritage." 

"Was he charming?" Caleb inquired about Amnon based on his occupation. 

"Amnon possessed a captivating blend of charm, magnetism, and ambition," Mrs. Ahithophel replied thoughtfully. "His sharp intellect was complemented by a keen wit and strategic acumen. However, beneath his impressive exterior, there existed a complex web of inner conflicts, painting a portrait of a man grappling with enigmatic struggles."

"What about his charisma?" 

"Exuding charisma and confidence, Amnon effortlessly commanded attention, adept at shaping his circumstances," she remarked, her choice of words impeccable. "His demeanor carried hints of pride and authority, reflective of his royal heritage. Yet, hidden within him were traces of vulnerability and self-doubt that tempered his bravado, especially in his interactions with others."

"Thank you, Grandma," Caleb expressed his gratitude sincerely. "Your way with words is truly exceptional."

They both shared a chuckle. Caleb posed another question, fully aware that the old woman would likely reject it. "Do you believe that Tamar might have been attracted to Amnon, and Amnon, realizing this, grew fond of her until his feelings turned into lust?" he inquired.

"How dare you," the old woman responded sternly, dropping any pretense of playfulness. "Why would Tamar be attracted to Amnon, and for what reason?"

"I am sorry, Grandma," Caleb responded gently. "I only meant to ask in a spirit of peaceful discussion."

"It's okay, my dear," she replied after a deep breath. "But that was not an appropriate question."

"I apologize," Caleb said sincerely. 

The old lady won't reveal anything more about Tamar, and becoming into the night. "I wish it were daylight, so we could continue our conversation." 

The widows didn't answer but exchange glances. 

Caleb sensed the time was right to bid the widows farewell. With a heartfelt promise to keep Ahithophel's memory alive, he took his leave, his mind brimming with the valuable insights he had gathered. The widows, grateful for his visit, thanked him for his kind words and expressed a newfound sense of solace in sharing their late husband's accomplishments.

Outside the residence, Caleb glanced back at the solemn house, his mind racing with possibilities. The widows had unknowingly unveiled a treasure trove of information that would help him navigate the treacherous world he sought to uncover. With newfound clarity, he determined his next steps, aware that he held the missing pieces to a complex puzzle that had eluded him for far too long. 

He arrived home shortly before midnight and, after a brief shower, headed straight to bed. The Ahithophels had kindly offered him supper, which he graciously accepted, well aware that the cook was not there that evening. 

Thus, Caleb concluded on point number 1. 

Jackal of Samson picked up the vellum from the table and read aloud, 

"2. Exploring the Interactions between Amnon and Tamar." 

Eliyanah then interrupted, asking, "What's our current status with Amnon?" 

Caleb chimed in, "He was just a charlatan, that's all. A tyrant. Remember how Absalom described him in his poem as 'the feared river'?" 
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"Indeed," added Jackal. "He wielded too much power over all his siblings." 

"Alright, agreed," Eliyanah responded. "Let's proceed with the discussion on these 'interactions,' Jackal."

""It's Caleb
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