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I KNEW THE END WAS coming. 

I knew it was coming because I was afraid, and I had trained for this moment for more than ten years, all so I would not be afraid. 

But I was still afraid.

We were standing there, in an empty field, as the ground sunk further toward the center of the earth, while a vortex, a swirling mass of seemingly endless power, was corroding the bridge between my worlds. 

A hand reached out and grabbed mine, and then somewhat needlessly, its owner said, “Give me your hand.” 

I glanced over at my co-defender, boyfriend, and fellow fallen Star with a wary gaze. I felt his blood trickle between our fingers, mixing with our sweat. My bow, held tightly in my other hand, held firm as I felt a wave of sorrow, having caused the slash on his arm myself. It was then that I realized what he was planning on doing. 

No, Hamilton. My fear suddenly increased exponentially, as I watched his other hand grip onto his sword, the Sealing Sword. I knew most of the reason I was afraid was because of Hamilton. I was afraid because if I did die—as I had always meant to, before he made me promise to live for him—he would be sad, and mad, and possibly angry. He was already angry enough a lot of the time. 

Of course, seeing him battle with Draco and now Alküzor, in those last moments as the earth was splitting open and the skies were falling, there were instances where his anger was helpful. 

I was still afraid. 

“Stay with me,” he ordered, and I was helpless to do anything but comply. I was afraid, but I was still desperately in love with him. 

“I will. I promise,” I said, my fingers already pushing past the sticky mess of his blood to more fully secure myself to him.

I will never let you leave me. 

I felt a new rush of power flood between us, as if our love was made manifest, as if its spirit that moved between our hearts had pooled all its resources between us, to make a vortex of our own. 

It gave me hope—hope that if nothing else, our love would leave a mark on the tombstone of the world. 

“Get ready to get sucked in,” Hamilton told me. “On three?” 

I nodded. “Three’s good.” 

“One ... Two ... ”

He was counting really slowly, I noticed. It was almost like he was as afraid as I was—which, I suppose, was the truth. I thought about earlier, about how he had led me out of the ballroom that held our school’s prom, and I thought about the strange fear that he’d had in his crystal blue eyes. 

While the fear had been of a different kind, I knew that the same resolve also resided inside of him—he was going to face it, and I was going to be right there beside him. 

Even if he was dragging his feet. 

I couldn’t blame him for that. There were so many things, things I wish he’d remembered, and things I wish I had time to tell him. “If we don’t make it out of here, I’ll be waiting for you,” I blurted out suddenly, surprising myself as much as I was surprising him. “Assuming I make it there.” 

He smiled down at me, weary and wonderful. “Raiya, there’s nothing Adonaias and I want more.” 

“I love you,” I said, my voice and words strong against the raging torrential winds around us. 

“I love you, too. But we’re going to make it out of here, just like you’re going to get forgiven by the Prince.” 

There was nothing in all the worlds I wanted more. I felt the power between us flare, as if it was to prove itself a true friend. In that second, I believed Hamilton, and I finally believed Adonaias could do just that. 

“All we have to do now is believe,” Hamilton told me, as if he’d been thinking the same thing as me. “How hard can that be?” 

I thought about just how hard it was to believe in the truth. It was forever too simple and too complicated, and there was no permanent feeling when it came to faith. “Right,” I said, making a face at the thought of my own foolishness. 

Adonaias, forgive me. Forgive me for leaving, for my disobedience. Please don’t let Hamilton suffer for my transgressions. 

I prayed silently, as Hamilton prepared to jump into the vortex. 

All of a sudden, I felt a new rush of awareness. Much like I had felt a new power solidify between Hamilton and myself, I felt a new spirit wrap all of our power and combine it, even as it remained separate. 

“Adonaias,” I breathed, so softly I didn’t think he would hear me. But I should have known better. His eyes, like fire, turned to me, and I felt the warmth of his soul seep from the bronze of his skin. Real hope soared all around us, and while I still felt the end drawing near, for some reason, I no longer had to fear it. 

“There’s something more you can do.” 

My mouth dropped open as he talked, as he told us not to let go of each other. My palms, still sweaty and sticky, felt somehow more bound to Hamilton’s, as we faced Alküzor and all his eternally imprisoned fury. 

“Adonaias,” I gasped again. There was so much to say, and I had too little ability, it seemed.

“Astraiya,” he said, turning to me. A silent conversation passed between us. I have waited for you for so long. At last, we are here together again. 

I wanted to apologize again, but he shook his head, ever so slightly. I stopped. I knew that he had come for both of us















































































































































































































































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png
e
&





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
. THE STARLIGHT CHRONICLES

KeansenG

A REBRTH EPISODE

C. S. JOHNSON





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





