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"Who is it?"

"A wise and fair eagle."

The fish looked at each other and thought, and one says:

"The animals have a king and birds too. Are we, fish,
worse? We need a king.”
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But then they accepted it, because the decision was just.
Whatever you say the herring first swam to the finish. The judges
decided unanimously:

"The herring won, she will be queen.”

The fish rejoiced - now they have a real queen.

Only the flounder remained unhappy. She wanted to dress up
better and swam home for her blue-gray apron. But when she
returned, the competition was over. Out of breath, the flounder
" shouted:
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"Salmon! He is strong and sly!” someone shouted from the
crowd.

"No," objected the others. ”Salmon is often on business trips,
and we will be without a governor for a long time.”

"Then let's choose a cod," suggested the others. "Cod is a
strong fish, everyone will listen to it.”
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Life flowed by slowly. One day was replaced by another.
One day the rumor reached the fish that the animals on the
land chose a ruler.
"Who is it, who?” the underwater inhabitants asked interrupting
each other.
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At first all swam alongside. Then some began to drag behind.
At last there were only a salmon, a cod and, what no one
expected, an unattractive herring. In the end, even the salmon
and the cod were exhausted, and the herring accustomed to
difficulties swam and swamas if nothing had happened.

The spectators gathered at the finish and waited anxiously for
who would be the king. And when they saw that the herring
gained an advantage, at first they were surprised.
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In the sea kingdom,—in the underwater state lived fishes,
octopuses and crabs. There were so many, that you couldn’t count
them all. They had houses, shops, schools and theaters. Every
morning adult fish sent children to a kindergarten or school and
they went to work.
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ant a cod!" - washe‘é?ﬁ)m all sides. "She's
a gangster! She offends the weak.”

"So who do we choose then?“ thought the fish for.

They argued for a long time, offering one or the other, but
they did not come to an agreement. And then someone suggested:

“Let the king of our kingdom be the one who swims the
fastest.”

So said, so done. They announced a contest. Each fish family
had one representative. And all the candidates were lined up.
On the sign of the chief judge, they waved their tails, spread
1the fins and rushed forward.
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Immediately an important salmon came ahead. He was sure
that he would be elected the king.

"Yes," says the salmon. "That's right, let's vote."

All the fish as one waived their tails in agreement.

"Let's vote!”

"But who is the most worthy among us?”
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“It is an ordinary lion!” answered a little fish.

"This shaggy monster?! Why him?”

"Do you know how strong he is and how terrible his voice is?"
Soon other news reached the fish.

'Birds also have a governor!"





