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  Introduction


United Middle School Mystery Clue Book 
  Secrets, Clues, and Case Files
A companion to the United Middle School Mysteries by E. J. Rohly

Welcome Letter from the Young Investigators
Hey, Mystery-Solver!
 Welcome to the team. We’re Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max—also known as the United Middle School Young Investigators. We’ve solved dozens of wild mysteries at our school—from disappearing gym shoes to phantom hallway noises.
Now it’s your turn. We’ve gathered our top case files and left clues behind so YOU can try to solve them before we do. Grab a pencil, put on your thinking cap, and let’s get detecting.
Ready? Let’s crack these cases together!
 —Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max

🧠 Emily: The planner and puzzle queen. Notice what others miss.
 🗣 Jake: The leader. Brave, bold, and great at asking the right questions.
 🎨 Amy: The creative one. Sees patterns, clues, and connections.
 🤔 Max: The skeptic. Thinks through every angle and never jumps to conclusions.
Together, we’re the Young Investigators—and with YOU, we’re unstoppable.

Page 4: How to Use This Book
Each mystery has:
A story setup to pull you in
2–3 clues you’ll need to examine
A final deduction page where you make your guess
A reveal page showing what actually happened
Some pages are puzzles, some are logic charts, and some need your creative brain.
Don't forget:
 🖊 Use a pencil (in case you need to change your mind!)
 🕵️ Use the decoder tools in the back when needed
 📖 Flip to the Answer Key at the very end… only after you’ve made your guess!

Page 5: Investigator’s Toolkit
Use these tools to help crack the cases!
Decoder Wheel (See Pages 73–74 to cut and build)
Fingerprint Reference Chart
Albi Timeline Grid
Code Key Legend:
 A = 1, B = 2... Z = 26
 Example: 3-1-20 = C-A-T
Draw your own clues here:
markdown

🔧 Recommended Tools for Young Investigators
📝 Essentials:
Pencil with eraser (for solving puzzles and correcting guesses)
Colored pencils or crayons (for drawing, labeling clues, and bonus activities)
Decoder Wheel
Logic Grid or Chart Templates ( Used in several cases like the Trophy and Lunch Switcheroo puzzles)
Fingerprint Chart
Mini Magnifying Glass (optional real-world prop)
Scissors & Glue Stick (for cutting and pasting clues, assembling decoder)
Ruler or straightedge (helpful in solving code grids or tracking timelines )
Sticky Notes or Index Cards (Great for rearranging suspects, clues, or writing red herrings)

🛠️ Create Your Own Mystery-Solving Tools!
Want to become a master detective just like Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max? Here's how to build your own mystery gear at home using simple supplies.
🔐 How to Make a Decoder Wheel
You’ll need:
Two pieces of sturdy paper or cardstock
Scissors
Pencil or pen
A paper fastener (or a push pin and eraser backing)
A ruler (optional)
Steps:
Draw two circles—one smaller than the other. (Use cups or lids to trace!)
On the outer circle, write the letters A–Z spaced evenly around the edge.
On the inner circle, write the numbers 1–26 spaced around to match.
Cut both circles out.
Stack the small circle on top of the large one and poke a small hole through the center.
Attach them with a fastener so the top wheel can spin!
Now match letters to numbers to decode messages (like A = 1, B = 2, etc.).
Bonus Tip: Color your wheel or give it a detective name like “Code Cracker 3000”!


🧠 How to Make a Logic Grid
You’ll need:
Blank paper
Pencil
Ruler (optional)
Steps:
Draw a large square grid (about 5 x 5 squares).
Label the top row with suspects, locations, or items.
Label the first column with matching categories.
Use ✓ for confirmed matches, ✗ for eliminations.
Solve your mystery step-by-step by marking what fits—and what doesn’t.


🕵️ How to Make Clue Cards
You’ll need:
Index cards or small squares of paper
Markers or pens
Tape (optional)
Steps:
Write one clue, suspect, or object on each card.
Add pictures if you like—or color code them!
Use the cards to sort theories, match suspects, or play a “mystery shuffle” game.
You can even hide a clue in your house or classroom for a DIY detective hunt!


🎒 Detective Notebook Tip
Keep all your tools in a folder or small notebook. Decorate the front with:
“Top Secret” labels
Your own detective agency name
A drawing of your magnifying glass or badge


Fingerprint Reference Chart
Alibi Timeline Grid
Code Key Legend:
 A = 1
 Example: 3-1-20 = C-A-T

Draw your own clues here:

markdown

Copyedit

🕵️ Investigator Notes: ____________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________






  
  Chapter one
🗂️ Case File #1: The Mystery of the Missing Trophy



Page 6: Case File Intro – "The Mystery of the Missing Trophy"
📅 Date: Wednesday
 📍 Location: United Middle School
 🎒 Report Filed By: Jake and the Young Investigators
Case Summary:
 The school’s championship trophy is missing from its locked display case near the front office! It vanished sometime between Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning. No broken glass. No alarms. Just… gone.
Janitor Bill says he saw a shadowy figure near the case after hours. Principal Thompson is not happy—and neither is the basketball team.
Time to gather clues, check alibis, and figure out who took the trophy and why.

Page 7: Clue #1 – Sightings Timeline
🕓 Who Was Seen Near the Display Case and When?
Use this logic grid to find who couldn’t have taken the trophy.
Time
Student Sighted
3:15 PM
Max saw Rachel walk by
3:45 PM
Emily spotted Devon with Coach Reynolds in the gym
4:00 PM
Janitor Bill heard a noise but saw no one clearly
4:30 PM
Amy saw Carmen outside the front doors
5:00 PM
Principal Thompson locked the main doors

🧩 Use this info to eliminate suspects who had solid alibis. Who didn’t?

Page 8: Clue #2 – The Security Camera Screenshot
"Enhance that image!" — Max
(📸 Insert a simple black-and-white drawing or illustration: fuzzy shadowy figure standing by the trophy case with only one thing clearly visible: a striped backpack.)
Observation Challenge:
What do you notice about the figure?


Who in school owns a striped backpack like that?


📝 Clue Notes:
No facial features visible


The figure appears small—maybe shorter than average


The striped backpack has been seen in the halls before…



Page 9: Clue #3 – Suspect List & Motives
These four students were near the area. Who had a motive?
Name
Notes
Rachel
Class president. Wants the trophy moved to her homeroom.
Devon
Team captain. Would NEVER steal it... or would he?
Carmen
Loves pranks. Was dared to “borrow” the trophy.
Leo
New kid. Found near the case earlier with no reason why.

Match the motives and clues. Who had the opportunity AND reason?

Page 10: Solve It! – Make Your Deduction
🕵️ Write down your theory:
 Who took the trophy? Why? How did they get past the locked case?
markdown
CopyEdit
Suspect: _____________________________  
Motive: ______________________________  
Clues That Support My Theory:  
1. ___________________________________  
2. ___________________________________  
3. ___________________________________  


Page 11: Case Closed – The Reveal
Here’s what really happened…
Carmen was dared to “borrow” the trophy and take a selfie with it. She didn’t mean to steal it—just take a quick photo and return it. She had a striped backpack and was short enough to match the figure in the video.
She convinced Leo to unlock the case (his cousin is a substitute custodian with a key). The plan went wrong when the door locked behind them, and they panicked and hid the trophy in the lost-and-found bin.
Janitor Bill found it the next morning while sorting jackets.
Case Closed!
📝 Investigator Notes:
 Write down what you learned or what surprised you!






  
  Chapter two
🗂️ Case File #2: The Scribbled Note


Page 12: Case File Intro – "The Scribbled Note" 
📅 Date: Friday
 📍 Location: United Middle School Cafeteria
 🎒 Report Filed By: Amy and the Young Investigators
Case Summary:
 A crumpled, scribbled note was found under a cafeteria table during cleanup. It reads:
“It’s happening at 3:15 by the bleachers. Don’t forget the signal.”
No name. No signature. Just a time, a place, and a mystery.
Who wrote it? What’s happening at 3:15? Is it a prank… or something more serious?

Page 13: Clue #1 – The Note
📄 Examine the Evidence
(Image of a crumpled lined paper note with messy handwriting)
 📝 Message:
“It’s happening at 3:15 by the bleachers. Don’t forget the signal.”
🔍 Clue Questions:
What does “it” refer to?


Why the bleachers?


Who uses a spiral notebook with green lines and a jagged left edge?


What’s “the signal?”


🖊 Emily suggests comparing handwriting…

Page 14: Clue #2 – Handwriting Comparison
Match the Note to One of These Samples:
(Include a chart with short writing samples from 4 students)
Name
Sample Phrase
Notable Feature
Logan-“Meet me after math class.” (Big loops on letters)
Sasha-“Don’t be late for drama club.” (Tall, narrow letters)
Jayden-“Science is the best subject!” (Messy, slanted right)
Tara-“Bring snacks to the lunch table.” ( Neat printing with circles on i’s)

🕵️ Based on the sample, who likely wrote the note?

Page 15: Clue #3 – Student Schedules
📚 Who’s Free at 3:15?
Let’s look at the suspects’ schedules for Friday:
Name
3:00–3:30 Period
Logan -Gym
Sasha -Drama rehearsal
Jayden -Library volunteer
Tara -Office helper duty

🧠 HINT: Who could realistically be at the bleachers without being noticed?

Page 16: Solve It! – Make Your Deduction
🕵️ Time to piece it all together.
markdown
Copyedit
I think the note was written by: __________________________

Why? ___________________________________________________

What was “it”? __________________________________________

What was the signal? _____________________________________

What clue helped you solve it the most? ____________________


Page 17: Case Closed – The Reveal
Here’s what really happened…
Jayden wrote the note. He planned a surprise birthday dance flash mob for his friend—he didn’t want her to find out early.
The “signal” was going to be someone tossing a red ball in the air. That’s when the music would start and the group would dance by the bleachers.
Jayden had messy, slanted handwriting that matched the note. He also volunteers in the library, which ends at 3:00, giving him just enough time to sneak out.
Principal Thompson showed up just before the flash mob started… but when she saw what was going on, she smiled and clapped along.
Case Closed!
✏️ Bonus Challenge:
 If you were planning a surprise at school, what clues would you leave behind?






  
  Chapter three
🗂️ Case File #3: The Lunch Switcheroo


Page 18: Case File Intro – "The Lunch Switcheroo" 
📅 Date: Monday
 📍 Location: United Middle School Cafeteria
 🎒 Report Filed By: Max and the Young Investigators
Case Summary:
 Three students complained that their lunches were switched—and one of them accidentally ate something they’re allergic to!
Here’s what we know:
All three lunches were packed from home


No one left his or her bags unattended for long


The swap happened during morning gym class


Was this a prank? A mix-up? Or something sneakier?
Let’s crack this cafeteria conundrum.

Page 19: Clue #1 – The Lunch Descriptions
🧃These are the lunches students say they packed:
Student
Lunch Description
Lily-Turkey sandwich, grapes, pretzels, chocolate milk
Marcus-Cheese wrap, carrots, apple, lemonade pouch
Zoe-Peanut butter sandwich, banana, chips, water bottle

🔍 Problem: Marcus is allergic to peanuts—he ended up with Zoe’s lunch and got hives!
Who got whose lunch?

Page 20: Clue #2 – Backpack Mix-Up
🎒 The students placed their lunch bags into their gym lockers at the start of first period. Locker assignments:
Locker #
Student Name
Bag Description
12
Lily-Blue insulated bag
13
Marcus-Green lunch tote
14
Zoe-Red soft cooler

Gym teacher Miss Wallas says she saw a student (not one of the three) hanging around Locker 13 right before the bell.
Who could’ve switched the bags?

Page 21: Clue #3 – Witness Statements
👀 Four students were nearby:
Elijah: “I saw a red bag fall out of a locker, but someone stuffed it back quickly.”


Naomi: “I helped Miss Wallas move some basketballs and didn’t see anything weird.”


Connor: “I thought Marcus carried a red bag, not green. Didn’t he switch bags last week?”


Bella: “I was late to the gym and only saw someone walking away from that row.”


Which clues point to a mistaken identity… and which suggest a prank?

Page 22: Solve It! – Make Your Deduction
Write your theory below:
Who switched the lunches? ______________________________________
Was it an accident or on purpose? _________________________________
Which clue gave it away? ________________________________________
What advice would you give to stop it from happening again? _________

Page 23: Case Closed – The Reveal
Here’s what really happened…
It was Connor! He didn’t mean to cause trouble—he thought Marcus said the red bag was his and tried to “help” by moving it to Marcus’s locker. But he got confused and put Zoe’s bag in Marcus’s spot.
Marcus grabbed it without looking, and Zoe ended up with Lily’s lunch. Lily, confused, took Marcus’s.
When Connor realized what happened, he was too embarrassed to say anything.
Miss Wallas talked to the whole class about checking labels and speaking up if you notice something off.
Case Closed!
✏️ Bonus Question:
 Design your own lunch bag with your name and a cool logo. Sketch it here!
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