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Chapter 1

Why Ann Coulter Must Be Stopped

OR

Annoyance Starts with Ann


Arguments by demonization,

rather than truth and light,

can be presumed to be fraudulent.

ANN COULTER






You are (check as many of the following boxes as apply):


	Black

	Hispanic

	Asian

	a Democrat

	Jewish

	Muslim

	Gay/Lesbian

	Open to learning something




If you meet one or more of the preceding criteria, read on. If, on the other hand, youre one of the tiny minority of Americans who is white, male, and a staunch conservative proud of his bigotry, feel free to close this book now. Put it back on the shelf and walk out of the store.

On second thought, even if you didnt check a box, this book is for you. In fact, its especially for you. Abbie Hoffman aside, not many authors would ask you not to buy the book theyve just written. And this is no different. At the risk of overstating the case, what youre about to read may change the way you look at the world. And even if it doesnt, it will certainly change the way you look at Ann Coulter, whoif she is to be believedhas the only worldview worth considering.

Chances are, of course, you checked a box. After all, fewer than 20 percent of us are white, male, and Republican. And far fewer than that are the kind to shell out twenty-eight bucks to read the sort of prejudiced bile contained in Ann Coulters latest book, Godlessthe Church of Liberalism. But there it is on the New York Times bestseller list, proving yet again that we are more interested in controversy and colorful comebacks than we are in intelligent discourse. More interested in The Daily Show than the daily paper.

Theres no denying that the level of political debate in this country has sunk like the Lusitania. Beyond the incomprehensible shouting that is the bread and butter of cable news shows, serious news programs these days offer little more than the pitting of one peevish pundit against another. The politics of personal destruction has gone from clever catchphrase to viable election strategy. The smear campaign is par for the political course. And while, in the words of the Boston Globe, this darkest of the dark arts is likely to continue,1 that doesnt mean we should let it happen without a fight. We should resist such a thing with every ounce of our political awareness. The day we have a president whose handlers are adept enough to make it seem as if he is the war hero is the day we should take a closer look at who is directing campaign traffic. The day we consider it okay to cut down opponents without offering anything of substance is the day we need to re-evaluate who it is were listening to.

This is where Ann Coulter comes in.

Of the dozens of talking heads responsible for the increasing polarity of our politics, Ann Coulter may be the most maddening. Rather than suggest a solution, she is content to lay blame. Rather than generate a game plan, she will merely point a finger. And so this book is for those of you who want to understand the damage that people like Ann Coulter are doing to America.

I read Godless, Ann Coulters most recent book, because I wanted to see what all the hubbub was about. I had heard the quotes about the 9/11 widows and figured it was just more of the same old psycho Id seen on TV. You knowthe one who starts every response with, Well, the liberals are wrong because no matter what the topic is. The one who thinks a hair flip and an eye roll is a rebuttal. But as I got deeper into Godless, it became increasingly apparent that shes more than just shrill finger-pointing. The arguments she makes are misleading to the point of being outright lies. On top of that, theyre often irrelevant and typically directed at people rather than positions.

Normally, in the face of such blather, Id move on and try to find something a bit more reasonable. But its hard to ignore someone who tosses around words like harpies and ragheadespecially when that person has been so sanctimonious as to utter the above quote about personal attacks. Ann Coulter is absolutely right when she says that arguments by demonizationcan be presumed to be fraudulent.2 Which kind of casts a shadow overohjust about everything shes ever written.

To Ann, having John Goodman play Linda Tripp on Saturday Night Live is just another sign that liberals arent fighting fair. It isnt humor, its hatred. They arent trying to be funny, theyre trying to make their victims hurt.3 Meanwhile, its apparently the height of rational debate when she says of four widows of the 9/11 terrorist attacks that shes never seen people enjoying their husbands deaths so much.4 To suggest that their husbands would soon divorce them because their shelf life is dwindling and theyd better hurry up and appear in Playboy5 is satire so sophisticated it makes Jonathan Swift look like Adam Sandler.

Coulter often claims that some of her more outrageous statements are, in fact, meant to be funny. She told Time magazine that its the inability of people to see the joke that is the problem. What pisses me off, she said, is when they dont get the punch line.6 Bear in mind that this was in reference to her joke that God gave us the earth to rape. Simply put, the day the distinction is lost between Swifts satiric suggestion that the Irish eat their babies and Anns claiming our right to rape the planet is a sad one. Its the day nothing is funny anymore. A Modest Proposal is a classic exactly because the Irish dont eat their young. What makes the rape-the-planet reference so unfunny is that it has been a way of life for half the worlds corporations since the dawn of the industrial revolution 250 years ago.

Still, maybe we should give Ann the benefit of the doubt. We dont all have the same sense of humor, after all. If shes looking for a laugh, lets take it at face value. As she told Time, Most of what I say, I say to amuse myself and amuse my friends. I dont spend a lot of time thinking about anything beyond that.7

At the same time, this lack of cogitation may help explain her later statement on CNBCs The Big Idea with Donnie Deutsch on July 1, 2006. I believe everything I say, she told the host, who had dared to suggest otherwise.

Either way, Ann Coulter contends that there are substantive arguments contained in conservative name-calling.8 This might explain why she feels its okay to say that former president Jimmy Carter is so often maligned for his stupidity, it tends to be forgotten that he is also self-righteous, vengeful, sneaky, and backstabbing.9 After all, were talking about the guy responsible for the Camp David Accords and the SALT II Treaty (an essential step toward the end of the Cold War), and who, after leaving office, won the Nobel Peace Prize. Clearly, calling Carter sneaky and backstabbing is a sign of substance.

Accusing him of treasonous behavior for his vocal opposition to the war in Iraq, however, crosses the line into absurdity. If Ann Coulter, a self-described expert on constitutional law, thinks that our most popular ex-president10 should be put to death for crimes against the country, where does that leave the rest of us? Ann Coulters calling for the head of Jimmy Carter is nothing more than sensationalistic sneering at a statesman the respect for whom spans the globe. It is nothing more than the sort of opportunistic mudslinging that is her stock-in-trade.

At the same time, Ann Coulter probably considers herself to be a big fan of Carter, if only in contrast to her views on Bill Clinton. Shes got an awful lot to say about our forty-second president, especially given that conservatives in America are the most tolerant (and long-suffering) people in the world.11 And that tolerance really shows in things like the following:


When Clinton first showed his fat, oleaginous mug to the nation, the Republicans screamed he was a draft-dodging, pot-smoking flimflam artist. So the Democrats lied. Through their infernal politics of personal destruction, liberals stayed in the game for a few more years.12



What Ann Coulter doesnt seem to realize is that she owes pretty much her whole career to Bill Clinton. After all, his presidency gave her her first book, High Crimes and Misdemeanors, which she has deftly parlayed into a career as a well-paid pundit. It has also afforded her the opportunity to make highly pertinent points about his impeachment. Naturally, what she has done with those opportunities is to squander them to make room for McDonalds jokes and assertions that Clinton is a rapist. And these are the sorts of things Ann dredges up to make points about liberals now.

Then again, at least theres a tenuous link between Clinton and todays liberals. Bubba was undeniably the lefts two-term golden boy, and he remains an influential figure in the Democratic Party. His wife may be on the verge of a presidential run, and he has forged a role as an elder statesman of his party. So, holding him up as all that is wrong with liberalismif misguidedbears at least some significance. If only all of Anns arguments were as up-to-date.








10 PEOPLE ANN HATES


	1. President Bill Clinton

	2. Senator Hillary Clinton

	36. The Jersey Girls 9/11 widows

	7. Comedian Al Franken

	8. Actor George Clooney

	9. New York Times columnist Maureen Dowd

	10. Herself











While 2002s SlanderLiberal Lies About the American Right took on conservatives nemeses such as the New York Times andwellthat was pretty much it, her follow-up was little more than a paean to Joe McCarthy. More than a quarter of Treasons nearly three hundred pages refer to the senatorwho, many of you probably didnt know, was apparently one of the most beloved figures in American history. Or so Ann Coulter is determined to convince us.

McCarthy diedas indieda half century ago. Bill Clinton was ten years old. Times columnist Maureen Dowd was five. Ann Coulter herself wouldnt be born for another four years. Or six. She tends to lie about that. But the point is, denying the existence of McCarthyism while simultaneously blaming liberals for it is about as meaningful as saying 9/11 was the firemens fault.

To be fair, Treason does contain a generous helping of Reagan worship and an effort to rewrite the history of the U.S. effort in Vietnamas suggested by the rather windy subtitle Liberal Treachery from the Cold War to the War on Terrorism. And it has been Ann Coulters best seller so far, moving nearly 400,000 hardcover copies.13 And so, after sales slipped for 2004s How to Talk to a Liberal (If You Must), which was primarily a compilation of her syndicated newspaper columns, its no surprise that she went back to basics for Godless.



As if to outdo the anachronisms in Treason, Ann goes prewar for her latest tome. And were not talking before Bush 41s little fling in the Middle East. Were going years before the big one. Dubya Dubya Two. Rehashing the story of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg apparently wont do. Ann Coulter is going to take us all the way back to the first Red Scare and the root of all our current problems: Sacco and Vanzetti. Oh, that and the Scopes Monkey Trial.

If only that were a joke.

You see, Anns typical MO is to take a piece of history and turn it into a sign that liberals have destroyed America. Which would be easy to dismiss if she just werent so darn vituperative. And off the mark.

The fact is, Sacco and Vanzetti were convictedand put to deathfor the crimes they committed. It remains to be seen how liberals can be blamed for the conviction and execution of two murderers.

But thats what Ann Coulter would have you believe. In her mind, everything is the fault of liberals. And everything is personal. Instead of simply asserting that she feels the 9/11 widows are being used as political pawns, she has to call them harpies. Instead of simply questioning Michael Dukakiss record, Ann has to refer to him as a Greek midget. Instead ofwell, you get the point.

But even the nastiness could be excused if the arguments themselves were well-constructed. Solid reasoningwith logical conclusions based on valid premisescan be respected regardless of the rancor that accompanies it. Because lets face it, a lot of todays political debate is infotainment at best and outright guilty pleasure at worst. The sedate Sunday-morning talk show isnt nearly as much fun to watch as Jon Stewart calling Tucker Carlson a dick on CNNs Crossfire.14 Still, when political discourse devolves into false accusations and bald-faced lies, we should all worry. When treatises packed with misinformation, malicious characterizations, and misleading sources become bestsellers, its time to rethink our approach. And thats where Brainless comes in.



Anyone with a laptop and a modem can find list after list of Ann Coulters more venomous statements. And while much of that bile is also detailed here, the overriding aim of Brainless is to separate the wheat of Anns arguments from the chaff of her hostility. Even in these days of political correctness gone wild, we are too often willing to let slide the sorts of comments Ann Coulter makes. And its not that she doesnt have the right to say themclearly, she does. And its not simply that shes a scoundrel. After all, Im not beyond a snide comment or two. This book is called Brainless, for Petes sake. Ive worked in enough newsrooms to know my way around a pernicious insult. The difference, though, is that much of the banter there can be backed up with accurate attribution. Pity the poor bastards who cant. Lambs to the slaughter. Trust me on that one.

Its probably fair to say that the impetus for this book was my inability to accept at face value what clearly demands closer inspection. But more than that, it was my concern that people such as Ann Coulter are destroying any chance we have to right the ship of political debate. And the ship is listing badly.

Still, its not all one-sided. When days of watercooler chatter focus on whether or not President Bush wore a wire during a debate against John Kerry in 2004, weve clearly lost sight of what is important. But moreover, when our attention is awarded to an author whose bold new idea is that liberals are a societal scourge to be blamed for all of Americas ills, isnt it time to call her on the carpet?

This project began with reading Godless, where chapter after chapter contains unsupported facts, attribution that is sketchy at best, and hypocrisy of dizzying heights. All from one of the supposed leading minds of the neoconservative movement. Through-out Brainless, youll be shown the fallacies in Anns discourse, as well as her insidious and inaccurate linking of those people and entities she dislikes with completely unrelated sources of contempt. Youll be shown dozens of instances of Ann decrying the alleged mistreatment of conservatives at the hands of liberals, even as she does the same in reverse. Anns most flawed arguments are broken down into their component parts, deconstructed to gauge their validity.

Part of the problem, of course, is that theres so much malice and misrepresentation that its difficult to combat it all. Reading Godless is like reaching that level of Space Invaders where the aliens are descending so fast that you cant even be bothered to take a shot at the spaceships flying across the top. Its all you can do just to focus on and kill the most immediate threats.

In Anns own words: When arguments are premised on lies, there is no foundation for debate. You end up conceding half the lies simply to focus on the lies of Holocaust-denial proportions.15 Never is that more true than reading through Anns books. Its Lucy and Ethel at the chocolate factory. The conveyor belt of misinformation is on high speed, and no matter how many little lies you nab, a hundred more get through.

And, truth be told, Ann Coulter is a good writer. Theres no doubt she has a sharp mind, and her prose can be by turns entertaining and impressive. In an age when cell-phone text messages and e-mail emoticons pass for high literature, Ann knows her way around a paragraph. Which is part of what makes her seem so knowledgeable and authoritative.

Even so, the how of Anns deceit is the comparatively easy part. Especially with someone as ubiquitous as she is. Read a few of her columns or watch a couple of her television appearances. It wont take long to find an example of Anns rancor, prevarication, or hypocrisy. Its the why that gets tricky. But read enough of Ann Coulters columns and books and it becomes clear that her goal is simple: to undermine those who subscribe to any position to the left of her own by misleading the public into believing that the conservative movement will save this country from the hedonistic, corrupt, immoral ways of the left.

At the same time, lets not forget were talking about a person here. Weve grown so accustomed to taking potshots at celebrities that its easy to lose sight of the fact that they have lives outside of their public personae. Were all so willing to think of them as deserving of scornor at least having forfeited the right to being treated fairlythat it behooves us to step back and think about it every once in a while.



Im no psychologist, so speculation in Brainless about Anns state of mind is kept to a minimum. Rather, in seeking some insight into the kind of person she is and what might inform some of her more controversial opinions, Ive offered what details I could about where shes from, who she knows and hangs out with, and some of the people she admires. And it should be noted that I tried to contact Ann. I was lucky enough to get her e-mail address and sent repeated requests for interviews. None of them were answered.

Calls to her Washington, D.C., publicist were similarly fruitless. In short, it became clear pretty early that Ann Coulter is a very private person. And for good reason, it seems. Time magazine reported last year that she has had a number of stalkers, and that ever since having pies thrown at her at the University of Arizona in 2004, she is accompanied by a bodyguard. In April of 2005, she told the magazine that she believes one of the stalkers will someday kill her.

Whether or not we agree with what Ann writes, its her prerogative to do so. She has every right to her opinions and, short of outright libel, can say pretty much anything she wants about anyone she wants. And whether she would admit it or not, Ann is also welcome to respond to the sobbing hysterical women16 she claims are being used as unassailable liberal patsies. In fact, thats pretty much what her latest book isan attack on the very people she claims not to be able to attack.

Similarly, we could rightfully respond in kind. We wont, of coursethat would just be mean. Calling Ann a bitch because she called the 9/11 widows harpies is just stooping to her level. Its rear-ending the car in front of you to spite the driver for cutting into your lane. In that light, Brainless should not be considered an attack on Ann Coulter the person. Rather, it is a full-frontal assault on her methods, her mischief, and her madness. Part of that, naturally, will be an effort to understand what makes Ann Coulter tick. What motivates her as a person is no doubt intertwined with what spurs her on as a pundit. In that light, Brainless is an attempt to look at all of Ann Coulter, from her childhood to her childishness, her upbringing to her upbraiding of those who stand in her way.







    

Chapter 2

Ann on Beauty, Race, and Culture

OR

The Pot Calls the Kettle the New Black


In general, wildly overpaid narcissists

are the last people who should be commenting

on subjects of any importance.

ANN COULTER, Treason

There is maybe just the tiniest element

of projection and compulsion in all this.

ANN COULTER, Slander






Like everyone, Ann Coulter has a view on just about everything. Shes rabidly anti-abortion, opposes embryonic-stem-cell research, and thinks the theory of evolution is wrong. She supports the war in Iraq, advocates racial profiling at airport security checkpoints, and wants high-school kids to be taught sexual abstinence. But those are all issues. Yes-or-no questions. Do you or dont you? And which side a person falls on regarding the issues can say a lot. But how someone deals with other people can be far more telling. And how that someone deals with people from different backgrounds, social circles, or economic levels can be even more so.

Ann Coulters attacks on liberals know no bounds, running the gamut from teachers to the editorial board of the New York Times. She is a terrorist herself, preferring bombast to bombs but similarly uncaring about the collateral damage she causes. As long as she achieves her goal of destroying liberals.

It goes without saying that Ann has nothing but contempt for those on the other side of the political divide. Her comments about liberals are pretty clear. Theyre vile scum, shes a paragon of virtue. Theyre abortion-promoting hedonists, shes a true Christian. There wouldnt be much to talk about if it ended there. Lucky for us, Ann spreads her scorn far and wide. Lets see just how wide.


Ann Hart Coulter was born in New York to John and Nell Coulter inwell, lets just call it the early 1960s. Her father was a lawyera union buster, as she once put itwhile her mother stayed at home to take care of Ann and her two older brothers. While born in the Big Apple, Ann was reared in Connecticut, the gateway to New England and the state with the fifth-highest median household income,1 where more than 85 percent of the population is white.2

A reference to the Ramones in her senior yearbook and attendance at a handful of Grateful Dead shows lend a hint of edginess to an otherwise presumably preppie high-school tenure. But lets be honest heregrowing up the only daughter and youngest child of a Connecticut lawyer doesnt exactly lend itself to the appreciation or understanding of things like gangsta rap, the difficulties faced by inner-city teachers, or, frankly, anything you cant get at a Starbucks or Banana Republic. We dont really expect people like Ann Coulter to have a rapport with a kid from the Newark projects. Which is not to say that it cant happen. Plenty of upper-middle-class kids from Darien and Westport go on to do admirable philanthropic work, developing a true relationship with, and sympathy for, the less fortunate and downtrodden.

Ann aint one of em.

In fact, in her mind, Ann apparently is one of the downtrodden. Where she comes from, it seems that being a bestselling writer, charging tens of thousands of dollars to deliver your particular brand of wisdom to neocon college kids, and making appearances on Leno doesnt mean youve made it. A Palm Beach home with residences in Washington, D.C., and Manhattan may not be the height of affluence in Anns world, but it aint bad from most peoples perspectives. Which is why blanket statements calling liberals snobs (four times) and saying they thrive on the attraction of snobbery3 seem a little rich coming from someone who grew up in suburban Connecticut and was in the fencing club at one of the best public high schools in the country. But what really takes the torte is going on to say that (w)hile the rich, and there shes referring to liberals, are insulated from the societal disintegration they promote, the rest of us

To repeat: the rest of us

the rest of us are protectedby our abiding belief in God. Thats why religious people drive liberals nuts. Bourgeois morality allows people to have happy lives without fantastic wealth.4


This might explain why Ann is content to stay in her happy little corner of the world, living in a modest house and giving the majority of her money to charity rather than engaging in unabashed political opportunism, maintaining homes up and down the Eastern Seaboard, and charging groups as much as $50,0005 to hear her speak. Clearly, its the liberals who have all the means in modern America. Which










































































































































	Breast implants will not last a lifetime.

	Either because of rupture or other complications, you will probably need to have the implants removed.

	You are likely to need additional doctor visits, reoperations, or removals because of one or more complications over the course of your life.

	Many of the changes to your breast following implantation may be cosmetically undesirable and cannot be reversed.

	If you later choose to have your implants removed, you may experience unacceptable dimpling, puckering, wrinkling, breast tissue loss, or other undesirable cosmetic changes of the breasts.


















	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	

























	Today show. Check. Ann appeared on Today for a tte--tte with Matt Lauer on June 6, 2006. Whether or not the interview constituted a major rollout of Godless, it certainly dealt heavily with her latest book and the controversial statements in it about the 9/11 widows.

	


	Vanity Fair. Check. Ann was the subject of an undeniably racy question-and-answer session for magazines Roundtable in June 2006. Conducted by George Wayne, the interview covered Anns sex life, her Christianity, and her hair colorist.75 Granted, beyond a couple of snippets of quotes from Godless, it was hardly an excerpt of her book. At the same time, its far more likely that buyers of Vanity Fair would have read the Q-and-A than a chapter of Anns latest tome.

	


	Conan. Ill go ya one better: Ann appeared on the more highly rated The Tonight Show with Jay Leno on June 14, 2006. Leno introduced Ann by saying: Her latest book, GodlessThe Church of Liberalism, has debuted at number one on the New York Times bestseller list. Which leads one to believe they might have talked a bit about the book.

	


	New York Times. Check. While it may not qualify as a polite review, the Times did do a story about Godless just after its publication. Citing Anns rhetorical compulsion to say anything to sell a book, writer David Carr said of Ann that no other author in American publishing is better at weaponizing words. Ann plays to win and is happy to take hostages along the way. On top of that her sincerity is beside the point as long as people keep taking the bait. 76


































































	a) The student for being an imbecile

	b) The mason for realizing he hired a nutjob

	c) The institution of bricklaying

	d) The New York Times
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