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CHAPTER 1
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BEFORE THE FOUNDATION
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God's Calling Embedded from Birth — Raising the Joel 2:28 Army

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born, I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." — Jeremiah 1:5

***
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TO THE SOLDIER READING THIS:

If you're currently incarcerated or recently released, this chapter will show you that your calling EXISTS before your failures. The enemy attacked you BECAUSE he saw what God planted in you from birth. You're being raised as part of the Joel 2:28 army, the two witnesses of Revelation 11 who will operate in end-times power clothed in sackcloth (humility).

TO THE CHURCH READING THIS:

If you're a pastor, ministry leader, or church member, this chapter will challenge everything you think you know about who God calls. The Joel 2:28 outpouring on "menservants and maidservants" (prisoners) is COMING. The two witnesses of Revelation 11 won't come from seminaries—they'll come from cells. Are you prepared?

***
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THE PATTERN: GOD CHOOSES THE UNLIKELY

"For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the mighty things; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence." — 1 Corinthians 1:26-29

"Not many wise... not many mighty... not many noble"—God doesn't primarily call from seminaries, positions of power, or respectable families.

"God has chosen the FOOLISH."—Ex-convicts with no education (the world calls them foolish).

"God has chosen the WEAK."—Prisoners broken by their past (the world calls them weak).

"God has chosen the BASE and DESPISED."—Society's rejects, the ones thrown away.

"That no flesh should glory in His presence."—So that when they operate in POWER (Joel 2:28), everyone KNOWS it's God, not them.

***
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A seminary graduate operating in power? People might credit his education. A respectable pastor operating in power? People might credit his character. But an ex-convict operating in power? That's the POINT. EVERYONE knows that's GOD.

FOR THE SOLDIER: YOUR BROKEN PAST QUALIFIES YOU

Here's what the church doesn't understand yet: Your criminal record doesn't DISQUALIFY you from ministry. It QUALIFIES you. Your abuse doesn't make you DAMAGED GOODS. It makes you IDENTIFY with the broken. Your prison time doesn't make you SECOND-CLASS. It makes you part of the Joel 2:28 menservants/maidservants.

Because when God pours out His Spirit on you (Joel 2:28), and you operate in miracles, healings, visions, prophecy—everyone will KNOW it's not you, it's GOD.

FOR THE CHURCH: STOP LOOKING IN THE WRONG PLACES

You're looking for ministers in: Seminaries (wise according to the flesh), positions of influence (mighty), and respectable families (noble).

But God is raising His Joel 2:28 army in: PRISONS (foolish to the world), BROKEN places (weak to the world), and DESPISED backgrounds (base to the world).

Revelation 11:3 tells us the two witnesses will be "clothed in sackcloth." Sackcloth = rags, humility, brokenness. The two witnesses won't come in three-piece suits. They'll come in sackcloth—marked by their past, humbled by their journey, broken and then rebuilt by God.

***
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I played "church" and "prison ministry" in my backyard as a child—acting out my calling before I even knew what it meant. I was 5 or 6 years old. I had never been to a real prison. But God had already planted the calling.

CLOSING: BEFORE THE FOUNDATION

For the Soldier:

Your call was planted BEFORE your birth. The enemy attacked BECAUSE he saw it. The darkness you went through was PREPARATION, not disqualification. Joel 2:28 is COMING. And you'll be ready. Because God has been preparing you since BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.

For the Church:

The Joel 2:28 army is being raised from PRISONS. God chose the FOOLISH, WEAK, BASE, and DESPISED (1 Cor 1:27-28). The two witnesses will be clothed in sackcloth. They're coming to your church NOW. Are you ready?

***
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born, I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." — Jeremiah 1:5

The calling exists BEFORE the crime. The anointing exists BEFORE the attack. The destiny exists BEFORE the incarceration. BEFORE THE FOUNDATION. God knew. And now you know.

CHAPTER 2
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ENEMY EXPOSED
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The Attack Proves the Calling

"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly." — John 10:10

***
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If you experienced severe abuse as a child, listen carefully to what I'm about to tell you: The intensity of the enemy's attack against you is directly proportional to the significance of what God planted in you.

Let me say that again, because this might be the most important thing you hear in this entire book: The more complex the enemy came after you, the bigger the threat you are to his kingdom.

Think about it: If you were going to be nothing—just another statistic—why would Satan waste his time and resources attacking you? He wouldn't. But if God planted something in you that, when fully activated, would set thousands of captives free... then the enemy has to take you out EARLY.

THE PATTERN OF ATTACK

PHASE 1: EARLY ATTACK ON IDENTITY

I was born in 1955. My biological father left us when I was around 5 or 6 years old. My mother remarried, and my stepfather was physically abusive. I remember being hit with a belt as an infant for crying. The message was clear: Your needs don't matter. Your voice doesn't matter. YOU don't matter.

What I Didn't See Then: God had planted something in me—a calling to SPEAK, to use my VOICE, to reach people nobody else could go. The enemy's attack? Silence that voice EARLY.

PHASE 2: ATTACK ON BELONGING

The abuse at home made me feel like I didn't belong anywhere. My first attempt at running away was at age 13. I was looking for somewhere—anywhere—I could belong.

What I Didn't See Then: God was calling me to CREATE belonging for others. To build FAMILY for the fatherless. The Empty Cell Project—sending books to inmates in supermax facilities—is literally creating connection and belonging for men in the most isolated conditions on earth. But the enemy tried to destroy that calling by making me feel I would NEVER belong anywhere.

FOR THE CHURCH READING THIS:

When you meet an ex-offender with a horrific childhood story—systematic abuse, rejection, violence, trauma—don't just feel sorry for them. Recognize that you're looking at someone the enemy considered a HIGH-PRIORITY TARGET. The abuse isn't a disqualification. It's often a confirmation.

God has a pattern throughout Scripture: Moses (hidden in a basket, became deliverer). Joseph (sold into slavery, became second in command). David (youngest son, became king). Esther (orphan, became queen who saved her people). Paul (persecutor of the church, became the greatest missionary). And YOU (abused child, prisoner, became minister to the unreachable).

The greater the attack in childhood, the greater the calling in adulthood. The attack reveals the calling.

***
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Look at what the enemy attacked in YOUR childhood. That's often pointing you toward what God planted. Did he attack your voice? (God probably called you to SPEAK.) Did he attack your worth? (God probably called you to DIGNITY and VALUE.) Did he attack your ability to trust? (God probably

CLOSING
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