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  Chapter 1


  The Sign


  “Sagittarius needs time to ponder, space to assimilate and formulate a belief system which offers a way to Be. It must live out its beliefs by Being. A centaur paying lip-service to ethics is a hollow shell, purposeless and untrustworthy. A Sagittarius who is what it believes, is a sage who leads mankind onwards into knowledge of itself, its world and other dimensions of being.”3


  Sagittarius Judy Hall, The Karmic Journey


  Sagittarius is the ninth sign of the Zodiac. To call someone a Sagittarius they have to be born between a certain set of dates when the Sun was in the sign of Sagittarius. When we say ‘in the sign’ what we actually mean is, the Sun (literally) is in the part of the sky above that we call Sagittarius. Astrology isn’t complicated, once you grasp the basic ideas, one of which is we divide the sky into 12 equal parts, which start at the Aries point in the Spring. This bit of the sky, which is calculated astronomically, is the beginning of the Zodiac.


  The ancient Babylonians worked out their bits of the sky using the constellations of stars, but since that was hundreds of year ago, the planets have shifted in their orbit and the constellations now don’t match-up with the sky divisions.


  Don’t worry!


  As far as we’re concerned, the sky can still be divided up equally by using the first day of Spring as our starting point… and 9 segments on from there is our friend Sagittarius. The dates when this happens vary every year but mostly occur from November 22nd to December 21st.


  We will be using an online resource, so you can get those figures accurately but they’re a rough guide for the moment.


  Sagittarius is ruled by a planet called Jupiter. Each zodiac star sign has a planet that looks after it, which we call its ‘ruler’. This is a sort of categorizing of each sign and has only evolved because of the breadth of the English language. However, it’ll make more sense when I explain a bit about Jupiter the planet itself.


  King of the Planets


  Unlike Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, Jupiter was never ‘discovered’ as even the Babylonians, the original instigators of astrology, could see it with the naked eye from Earth.


  Astronomers call Jupiter “the undisputed king of the planets” as it is the first of the so-called gas giants.


  It is so big and one of the brightest objects in the heavens. Jupiter twinkles by reflecting light from the Sun, however, it emits more than twice as much energy as it receives from the Sun and is one of the noisiest objects in the sky.


  It also has a powerful magnetic field.


  While writing this book Jupiter was very visible in the night sky in the sign of Pisces, and I spent a number of evenings photographing it when it lined up with the Moon. It’s amazing to think that even though Jupiter is between 893 million and 964 million kilometres from the Earth, I can still see it in my back garden.


  Now keeping in mind that the Earth itself is (at the equator) 12,756 kilometres wide (diameter), then Jupiter is over 70,006 times the width of the Earth away from us, and I can still see it. So imagine, then, that it must be pretty big!


  Gas Giant


  Jupiter is made of hydrogen and helium gas with some methane mixed in, so there is no solid surface to walk on like that of the Moon. These gases form beautiful horizontal stripes across its surface. It travels so fast it makes a complete rotation every ten hours so it makes you wonder if you’d grow older quicker living there!


  Spinning around it are 63 satellites, four of which are called Moons and they can be seen through binoculars, and look like a little string of pearls.


  Now, Astrology takes the description of a planet, mixes it with some keywords and ‘bingo’ produces its attributes.


  So.


  As Jupiter is a gas giant, we talk in Astrology about it magnifying and making bigger things that it connects with. Someone with Jupiter in their chart, near their Sun sign, will be one of those people given to ‘overdoing’ things or exaggerating.


  We also use some of the stories from myths and legends (this is the bit I like) and add it to the mix. In the Greek myths Jupiter was called Zeus and Eve Jackson in: Jupiter: An Astrologer’s Guide describes him like this:


  Zeus is generally depicted as a man of middle years, bearded and imposing, wearing his aegis or goatskin of divine power and his cloak sometimes sky blue, sometimes the deep blue of the night sky, spangled with stars. Among his many titles are King, Saviour, Father, Descender, Kindly One, Friend, Giver of Completeness, God of Marriage, Protector of Strangers, Counsellor, Cloud-Gatherer, Thunderer, Protector of Oaths.


  So here we have ‘someone’ who is a fatherly figure, friendly, kind and philosophical… but also, when he’s had a bad day, capable of throwing his thunderbolts and scaring the natives.


  When the Babylonians originally viewed Jupiter, they called him Marduk: the son of the Sun God. In the myths of the time, he organised the chaos of the universe, created the constellations, decided the boundary lines of the fixed year and also:


  Set up three stars for each of the 12 months.4


  Quite a busy chap!


  As Astrology travelled across the world from east to west via Greece, and developed and changed as it went, Jupiter became what he is today, the Great Benefactor. There to guide us and help us on our life journey, our spiritual path.


  Now, I don’t want you getting the idea that ALL Sagittarians worship a god or follow a belief system. That’s not entirely true. Not every member of your local congregation will be a Sagittarius, and not every Bible Basher is one too. I do know Sagittarians who would never even think of religion, but they
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  Further Reading


  An Astrological Study of the Bach Flower Remedies, by Peter Damian, 1997, published by Neville Spearman Publishers/CW Daniel Company Ltd, 1 Church Path, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JP


  Astrology for Dummies, 1999, IDG Books Worldwide, Inc, CA 94404


  Information and Resources


  The Astrological Association www.astrologicalassociation.com


  The Bach Centre, The Dr Edward Bach Centre, Mount Vernon, Bakers Lane, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Oxon, OX10 0PZ, UK www.bachcentre.com


  Ethical Dating Site www.natural-friends.com


  Astrological Chart Information


  Chart information and birth data from astro-databank at www.astro.com and www.astrotheme.com .


  Bette Midler, 1st December 1945, Honolulu, HI, USA, 2.19pm, Aries Ascendant, Sun in 8th, Moon in Scorpio


  Sammy Davis, Jr, 8th December 1925, New York, NY, USA, 1.20pm, Aries Ascendant, Sun in 9th, Moon in Virgo


  Anna Freud, 3rd December 1895, Vienna, Austria, 3.15pm, Taurus Ascendant, Sun in 7th, Moon in Gemini


  Christina Onassis, 11th December 1950, New York, NY, USA, 3pm, Taurus Ascendant, Sun in 7th, Moon in Capricorn


  Bhagwan Shree Osho Rajneesh, 11th December 1931, Kutchwada, India, 5.13pm, Gemini Ascendant, Sun in 7th, Moon in Capricorn


  Ann Souter Gloag, 10th December 1942, 3.45pm, Perth, Scotland, Gemini Ascendant, Sun in the 7th, Moon in Capricorn


  Maurice Denis, 25th November 1870, Granville, France, 4pm, Gemini Ascendant, Sun in 7th, Moon in Capricorn


  Paul Hewitt, 22nd November 1949, Toronto, Canada, 6.19pm, Gemini Ascendant, Sun in 6th, Moon in Capricorn


  William Blake, 28th November 1757, London, UK, 7.45pm, Cancer Ascendant, Sun in 5th, Moon in Cancer


  Randy Newman, 28th November 1943, Los Angeles, CA, USA, 8.02pm, Cancer Ascendant, Sun in 5th, Moon in Sagittarius


  Tina Turner, 26th November 1939, Nutbush, TN, USA, 10.10pm, Leo Ascendant, Sun in 4th, Moon in Aquarius


  Client X, 17th December 1953, New York, NY, USA, 8.13pm, Leo Ascendant, Sun in the 5th, Moon in Taurus


  Winston Churchill, 30th November 1894, 1.30am, Woodstock, England, Virgo Ascendant, Sun in 3rd, Moon in Libra


  Walt Disney, 5th December, 1901, Chicago, IL, USA, 12.35am, Virgo Ascendant, Sun in 3rd, Moon in Libra


  Woody Allen, 1st December 1935, Bronx, NY, USA, 10.55pm, Virgo Ascendant, Sun in 4th, Moon in Aquarius


  Jane Austen, 16th December 1775, Stevenson, UK, 11.45pm, Virgo Ascendant, Sun in 4th, Moon in Libra


  Frank Sinatra, 12th December 1915, Hoboken, NJ, USA, 3am, Libra Ascendant, Sun in 2nd, Moon in Pisces


  Britney Spears, 2nd December 1981, 1.30am, McComb, MS, USA, Libra Ascendant, Sun in 3rd, Moon in Aquarius


  Jennifer Carpenter, 7 December 1979, Louisville, KY, USA, 3am, Libra Ascendant, Sun in 2nd, Moon in Cancer


  Noel Coward, 16th December 1899, Teddington, UK, 2.30am, Libra Ascendant, Sun in 3rd, Moon in Gemini


  Beethoven, 16th December 1770, Bonn, Germany, 3.40am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun in 2nd, Moon in Sagittarius


  Edith Piaf, 19th December 1915, Paris, France, 5am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun in 2nd, Moon in Gemini


  Uri Geller , 20th December 1946, Tel Aviv, Palestine, 2.30am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun in 2nd , Moon in Scorpio


  Mark Twain, 30th November 1835, Florida, MO, USA, 4.45am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun 1st, Moon in Aries


  Keith Richards, 18th December 1943, Dartford, UK, 6am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun in 2nd, Moon in Virgo


  Gary Gilmore, 4th December 1940, McCarney, TX, USA, 6.30am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun in 1st, Moon in Aquarius


  Benjamin Disraeli, 21st December 1804, London, UK, 5.30am, Scorpio Ascendant, Sun in 2nd, Moon in Leo


  Brad Pitt, 18th December 1963, Shawnee, OK, USA, 6.31am, Sagittarius Ascendant, Sun in 1st, Moon in Capricorn


  Jonathan Cainer, 18th December 1957, London, UK, 8am, Sagittarius Ascendant, Sun in 1st, Moon in Scorpio


  Jimi Hendrix, 27th November 1942, Seattle, WA, USA, 10.15am, Sagittarius Ascendant, Sun in 12th, Moon in Cancer


  Bruce Lee, 27th November 1940, San Francisco, USA, 7.07am Sagittarius Ascendant, Sun in 12th, Moon in Scorpio


  Jane Fonda, 21st December 1937, Manhattan, NY, USA, 9.14am, Capricorn Ascendant, Sun in 12th, Moon in Leo


  J Paul Getty, 15th December 1892, 8.43am, Minneapolis MN, USA, Capricorn Ascendant, Sun in the 12th, Moon in Scorpio


  Boris Karloff, 23rd November 1887, London, Ascendant Capricorn, Sun in 11th, Moon in Pisces


  Janis Joplin, 19th January 1943, Port Arthur, TX, USA, 9.45am, Aquarius Ascendant, Sun 12th, Moon Cancer


  Christina Aguilera, 18th December 1980, Staten Island, New York, USA, 10.46am, Aquarius Ascendant, Sun in 11th, Moon in Taurus


  Jim Morrison, 8th December 1943, Melbourne Fl, USA, 11.55am, Aquarius Ascendant, Sun in 11th, Moon in Taurus


  Kim Basinger, 8th December 1953, Athens, Georgia, USA, 11.04am, Aquarius Ascendant, Sun in 11th, Moon in Capricorn


  Einaudi, 23rd November 1955, Turin, Italy, 12pm, Aquarius Ascendant, Sun in the 10th, Moon in Pisces


  Robin Williamson, 24th November 1943, Glasgow, UK, 2.50pm, Pisces Ascendant, Sun in 9th, Moon in Libra


  Dion Fortune, 6th December 1890, Llandudno, Wales, Moon in Libra


  Gilbert O’Sullivan, 1st December 1946, Waterford, Ireland, Moon in Pisces


  Also by Mary L English


  6 Easy Steps in Astrology


  The Birth Charts of Indigo Children


  How to Survive a Pisces (O-Books)


  How to Bond with an Aquarius (O-Books)


  How to Cheer Up a Capricorn (O-Books)


  Please visit Mary’s site at www.maryenglish.com
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0 is a symbol of the world, of oneness and unity. In different
cultures it also means the “eye,” symbolizing knowledge and
insight. We aim to publish books that are accessible, constructive
and that challenge accepted opinion, both that of academia and
the “moral majority.”

Our books are available in all good English language
bookstores worldwide. If you don’t see the book on the shelves
ask the bookstore to order it for you, quoting the ISBN number

and title. Alternatively you can order online (all major online
retail sites carry our titles) or contact the distributor in the
relevant country, listed on the copyright page.

See our website www.o-books.net for a full list of over 500
titles, growing by 100 a year.

And tune in to myspiritradio.com for our book review radio show,
hosted by June-Elleni Laine, where you can listen to the authors
discussing their books.
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