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UNLOCKING THE BOOK OF 1 SAMUEL
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A Comprehensive and Expanded Bible Study Guide

Prepared for Advanced Teaching, Leadership Training, and Draft2Digital Publication

Dedication

This guide is dedicated to all Bible students, Pastors, and church leaders who desire to grow deeper in their understanding of God's Word and leadership principles through the life-changing narratives of 1 Samuel.

Introduction

The Book of 1 Samuel marks the transition from the period of judges to the establishment of monarchy in Israel. It introduces us to key figures such as Samuel the prophet, Saul the first king, and David the anointed shepherd. The ebook reveals how God raises leaders, tests hearts, and fulfills His sovereign purposes through obedience and faith.

About the Author

This expanded study guide is written by Bishop Dusan Pobee, with the goal of making Scripture simple, structured, and relevant for modern readers and ministry workers alike. The content is devotional, practical, and designed for easy understanding.

Scripture Translation Note

Unless otherwise noted, scriptures are drawn from the New Living Translation (NLT), Good News Bible (GNB), Amplified Bible (AMP), and King James Version (KJV) to ensure broader clarity and faithfulness to the text.
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Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 1 introduces us to a godly woman named Hannah, whose barrenness leads her into deep anguish and prayer. Her desperate cry before God becomes the seed for Israel’s prophetic transformation. The chapter sets the tone for divine intervention, answered prayer, and the beginning of a national shift through the birth of Samuel.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 1:27 – 'I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him.' This verse summarizes Hannah’s deep trust in the Lord’s faithfulness and affirms the power of persistent, heartfelt prayer.

Background

During this time, Israel was in spiritual decline, and the priesthood had grown corrupt. Hannah’s devotion contrasts sharply with the religious atmosphere. Her husband Elkanah loved her, but her rival Peninnah provoked her continually due to her barrenness. Despite the pain, Hannah turns to God, and not man, for solution. Eli, the high priest, initially misunderstands her prayer posture but later blesses her. God responds, and Samuel is born.

Doctrinal Insights

God hears the cries of the righteous and responds in due time. He often uses personal pain to birth national purpose. True prayer is not performance—it is a heart poured out before God.

Applications

1. God is not deaf to your private anguish.
2. Your greatest pain can produce your greatest purpose.
3. Dedicate what God gives you back to Him with honor and thanksgiving.
Character Studies

Hannah is a woman of grace, perseverance, and unwavering faith. Elkanah is caring but unaware of the depth of Hannah’s sorrow. Eli is spiritual but somewhat disconnected. Samuel, though not yet born, is the fruit of prayer and promise.

Themes

Prayer, faith, divine timing, surrender, vow-keeping, and prophetic birthing.

Reflection Questions

1. What do I do with my deep pain—bring it to God or suppress it?
2. What promise have I made to God that I must honor?
3. Am I willing to give back to God what He gives to me?
4. How can I encourage others going through seasons of waiting?
5. What legacy am I birthing through my faith?
Prayers

Lord, I come to You like Hannah—with my heart wide open. Teach me to trust You through waiting seasons. Let my pain give birth to something holy. I will give back what You give me. Amen.

Cross-References

Psalm 34:17, James 5:16, Luke 1:13, Ecclesiastes 3:11, Philippians 4:6-7.
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Introduction

Hannah’s prophetic song in Chapter 2 opens a new dimension of worship and revelation. Samuel begins his ministry while Eli’s sons—Hophni and Phinehas—are exposed as corrupt. God's judgment against Eli's house begins to unfold.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 2:30 – 'Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained.' This verse reminds us that God values holiness and integrity, especially in leadership.

Background

Eli’s sons abused their priestly positions, while Samuel ministered with purity. God sends a prophet to confront Eli. The spiritual corruption within Israel’s leadership prepares the way for divine intervention.

Doctrinal Insights

Spiritual authority must be exercised with reverence. God deals with leaders who dishonor Him, but raises faithful servants in their place.

Applications

- Evaluate your motives in service to God.

- Honor God with your character and conduct.

- Trust that God sees and promotes the humble.

Character Studies

Hannah emerges as a prophetess. Eli is passive in his parenting. Hophni and Phinehas represent false spiritual leaders. Samuel symbolizes hope and purity.

Themes

Judgment, purity, spiritual authority, prophetic declaration, worship.

Reflection Questions

- Do I honor God in public and private?

- What leadership lessons can I learn from Eli’s failure?

- How can I raise a standard of holiness in ministry?

Prayers

Lord, cleanse my heart and use me like Samuel. Help me never to take my spiritual responsibilities lightly. Raise a new standard through me. Amen.

Cross-References

Malachi 1:6, Hebrews 12:14, Matthew 23:1-12, Psalm 15.
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Introduction

God speaks to Samuel for the first time, marking the beginning of prophetic clarity in a time of spiritual silence. This chapter highlights the importance of hearing and responding to God's voice.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 3:10 – 'Speak, for your servant is listening.' This verse reflects a heart posture ready to obey God’s word.

Background

God had not spoken frequently in those days. Samuel’s attentiveness, even as a boy, contrasts Eli’s spiritual dullness. The Lord chooses a child over a seasoned priest to deliver His message.

Doctrinal Insights

God chooses humble vessels. His word breaks silence and brings direction. Listening precedes leadership.

Applications

- Develop spiritual sensitivity through humility.

- Be willing to obey even hard messages from God.

- God speaks clearly to those who are ready to listen.

Character Studies

Samuel models receptivity and obedience. Eli acknowledges God’s sovereignty despite the painful word he receives.

Themes

Prophetic calling, listening, obedience, divine communication.

Reflection Questions

- How attentive am I to God’s voice?

- What message has God given me to deliver?

- What distractions must I remove to hear more clearly?

Prayers

Father, open my ears to hear Your voice. Help me respond with trust and courage, even when the message is difficult. I am Your servant. Amen.

Cross-References

John 10:27, Isaiah 6:8, Proverbs 8:34, Revelation 2:7.
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Introduction

The Ark of the Covenant is captured by the Philistines after Israel misuses it as a religious object. The chapter ends in tragedy with the death of Eli and his sons.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 4:22 – 'The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.' This marks a national spiritual crisis.

Background

Israel faced defeat because they relied on symbols rather than obedience. The misuse of the ark cost them greatly. Eli’s leadership ends in grief and judgment.

Doctrinal Insights

God’s presence cannot be manipulated. Victory comes through faith and righteousness, not superstition.

Applications

- Never treat spiritual things casually.

- God is not a tool—we must walk in alignment with His will.

- Leadership without accountability brings ruin.

Character Studies

Eli dies from shock and sorrow. Hophni and Phinehas perish in battle. Ichabod is born as a symbol of lost glory.

Themes

Judgment, reverence, spiritual decline, consequences of disobedience.

Reflection Questions

- Do I revere God's presence or take it for granted?

- What does my leadership reflect to others?

- Have I ever tried to manipulate spiritual outcomes?

Prayers

Lord, restore Your glory in my life and ministry. May I never lose sight of Your holiness. Let me lead with reverence and truth. Amen.

Cross-References

Joshua 7:10-13, Psalm 51:11, 2 Timothy 3:5, Romans 2:23-24.
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Introduction

God demonstrates His sovereignty by striking down Dagon and afflicting the Philistines after they capture the Ark. This chapter reminds us that God's presence demands respect—even among unbelievers.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 5:3 – 'Dagon had fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord!' Even idols must bow to God.

Background

The Philistines place the Ark in Dagon’s temple, but Dagon falls twice. Plagues follow, showing that God’s presence brings conviction and judgment wherever it goes.

Doctrinal Insights

God will not share His glory. He proves His authority even in enemy territory.

Applications

- God defends His own name.

- His presence exposes false gods.

- You don’t have to fight for God—He fights for Himself.

Character Studies

Dagon symbolizes false systems. The Philistine rulers try to control what they cannot understand.

Themes

Glory, judgment, divine supremacy, sovereignty.

Reflection Questions

- What idols must fall before God in my life?

- How do I treat the presence of God?

- Do I recognize God's power even in hostile environments?

Prayers

Almighty God, tear down every idol in and around me. Let Your glory prevail in every place. You alone are God. Amen.

Cross-References

Exodus 20:3, Isaiah 42:8, Colossians 2:15, Acts 17:29.
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Introduction

The Philistines return the Ark to Israel with guilt offerings, acknowledging God’s hand against them. This chapter illustrates God’s justice and mercy working together.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 6:20 – 'Who can stand in the presence of the Lord, this holy God?' A holy fear falls upon those who mishandle His presence.

Background

Seven months of divine affliction lead to the Ark’s return. The Philistines send offerings of gold tumors and rats. In Beth Shemesh, some Israelites dishonor the Ark and are judged.

Doctrinal Insights

God is both just and merciful. His presence must be received with reverence and preparation.

Applications

- Take God seriously—even in blessing.

- Do not treat sacred things casually.

- Give glory to God even in repentance.

Character Studies

The Philistines express fear and humility. The people of Beth Shemesh receive blessing but suffer for irreverence.

Themes

Reverence, repentance, justice, holiness.

Reflection Questions

- Do I approach God with the reverence He deserves?

- What spiritual things have I taken lightly?

- How do I handle the return of God's favor?

Prayers

Holy God, let me never lose awe for Your presence. Help me honor what is sacred and live with holy fear. Amen.

Cross-References

Leviticus 10:1-3, Hebrews 12:28-29, Ecclesiastes 5:1-2, Acts 5:1-11.
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Introduction

Chapter 7 reveals Israel’s collective repentance and spiritual renewal under Samuel’s leadership. A great victory over the Philistines marks God’s response to genuine return.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 7:12 – 'Thus far the LORD has helped us.' Samuel sets up a stone called Ebenezer, marking divine help.

Background

After years of spiritual neglect, Israel laments before the Lord. Samuel calls for national repentance. The Philistines attack but are divinely defeated.

Doctrinal Insights

God honors national repentance and shows Himself strong when His people turn to Him wholeheartedly.

Applications

- Genuine revival begins with repentance.

- Spiritual leadership requires spiritual discipline.

- God protects those who return to Him.

Character Studies

Samuel stands as both priest and judge. The Israelites display humility and dependence on God.

Themes

Revival, intercession, covenant renewal, divine help.

Reflection Questions

- What area of my life needs a return to God?

- What ‘Ebenezers’ remind me of God’s faithfulness?

- Am I walking in obedience and corporate accountability?

Prayers

Lord, lead me back to You with a sincere heart. Thank You for Your past victories. Help me walk in continual obedience. Amen.

Cross-References

Joel 2:12-13, James 4:8-10, Psalm 121, Isaiah 55:6-7.
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Introduction

Israel demands a king, rejecting God's theocratic rule. Samuel is grieved, but God allows their request with a warning of future consequences.

Key Verse Commentary

1 Samuel 8:7 – 'It is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.'

Background

Despite Samuel’s faithful leadership, the people want to be like other nations. They prefer monarchy over divine leadership.

Doctrinal Insights

God allows free will but gives warnings. Human desires outside of divine timing carry consequences.

Applications

- Desiring what others have can lead to spiritual compromise.

- Trust God’s leadership, even when it's not popular.

- God’s permission does not equal His approval.

Character Studies

Samuel is faithful, though aging. Israel is impatient and driven by comparison.

Themes

Leadership, rejection of God, national desire, divine warnings.

Reflection Questions

- What am I asking for that may be outside of God’s will?

- Am I allowing culture to shape my spiritual decisions?

- How do I respond when my guidance is rejected?

Prayers

Lord, help me trust Your timing and not be driven by comparison. Lead me in wisdom and humility. Amen.

Cross-References

Romans 12:2, Proverbs 3:5-6, Isaiah 30:1-2, Deuteronomy 17:14-20.
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