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        Then the Lord said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.’”

        EZEKIEL 37:4-5
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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Over the years, I’ve preached hundreds of messages on revival—sermons birthed in prayer, forged in hunger, and grounded in the Word. I’ve poured over the writings of revivalists, lingered in the pages of history, and walked through devotionals that pressed deep into the heart of awakening. I’ve even written books on the subject, exploring foundational Scriptures and tracing the movement of the Spirit across generations.

      But somewhere along the way—in the swirl of ministry, momentum, and noise—I found myself longing for something more . . . or perhaps something less. Less noise. Less complexity. More presence. I felt the Lord whispering an invitation: Come back to the basics. Return to my Word. Listen again to the heartbeats of revival.

      Not for a sermon. Not for a book. But for me.

      And that’s where this devotional began.

      These pages are centered on Scriptures that have sparked awakenings, shaken nations, and stirred hearts throughout the ages. Some are familiar; others rarely mentioned. But every verse carries fire. These reflections are not exhaustive commentaries. They are invitations—simple, Spirit-breathed moments meant to draw you into prayer, worship, and fresh encounter with the living God.

      If you’re a pastor or teacher, you may find seeds here for sermons or group discussions. But more than that, this is for the everyday believer—for the ones who carry a holy ache. For those who believe revival isn’t just a memory of the past but a promise for the present. Whether you're on the front lines or tucked away in the place of hidden intercession, this book is for you.

      My prayer is simple: that this wouldn’t be just another devotional on your shelf. I pray it becomes a spark—a holy disruption. A personal altar where God meets you again and again.

      May these words lead you closer to the One who makes dead things live.

      Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.

      
        
        —J.D. King

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            PART ONE

          

          
            OLD TESTAMENT

          

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            BREATH IN THE DUST

          

          GENESIS 2:7

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature (Genesis 2:7).

      

      

      When God breathes, dust becomes a man. What was lifeless takes on form, vitality, and purpose. This is the essence of revival—not merely emotional stirring, but divine breath awaking dead things. Revival is the wind of God blowing upon dry ground, animating what once lay dormant. We don't need better programs or stronger efforts—we need the breath of the Almighty to move again. Only then will life rise from the dust.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            THEN MEN BEGAN TO CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD

          

          GENESIS 4:25-26

        

      

    

    
      
        
        And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the Lord (Genesis 4:25-26).

      

      

      When Seth was born to Adam and Eve, he marked more than the continuation of a family line—he signified the restoration of hope. The shadow of Abel’s murder had cast a deep grief over their household, and for a time, it seemed the godly seed—the one who would continue the sacred covenant—had been lost. But in Seth, a new promise emerged.

      As Seth matured and fathered Enosh, the sacred thread continued. And it was in those days, Scripture tells us, that men began to call on the name of the Lord. A turning point had come. Out of tragedy, a cry rose from the earth—a cry of worship, dependence, and renewed intimacy with God.

      This is what revival looks like: when the line of promise is not broken, when hope is rekindled, and when hearts once again turn heavenward, calling on the name of the Lord.
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        * * *
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            THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER REVIVED

          

          GENESIS 45:27-28

        

      

    

    
      
        
        When they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. Then Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die” (Genesis 45:27-28 NKJV).

      

      

      For years, the patriarch Jacob had lived under the shadow of grief, convinced that his beloved son Joseph was gone forever. The sorrow had aged him, dimmed his strength, and drained the light from his eyes. But then came the unthinkable news—Joseph was alive, not merely surviving, but reigning in Egypt. And in that moment, something broke loose within him. Scripture says, “the spirit of Jacob revived.”

      Hope, long buried beneath the rubble of loss, was suddenly resurrected. The ache of years was met with the joy of restoration. This wasn’t just a moment of relief—it was a revival. The old man who had been fading under the weight of sorrow now stood awakened by joy. When hope is restored, even a weary soul can rise again.
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        * * *
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            A MISSED INVITATION

          

          EXODUS 19:16-20

        

      

    

    
      
        
        There were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up (Exodus 19:16-20).

      

      

      There were thunderings and flashes of lightning, and a thick cloud enveloped the mountain. A piercing trumpet blast rang out—so loud that all the people in the camp trembled in fear. Then Moses led them out to meet with God, and they stood together at the foot of Mount Sinai.

      The mountain itself was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had descended upon it in fire. Billows of smoke rose like a blazing furnace, and the entire mountain shook violently. The trumpet blast grew louder and louder—its sound swelling until it filled the air. Then Moses spoke, and God answered him with thunderous voice.

      The Lord descended to the summit of Mount Sinai and summoned Moses to come up into his presence—and Moses ascended.

      God had come down in fire and glory, desiring to reveal himself not only to Moses, but to the entire nation. His heart was to meet with his people face to face. But when the moment came, the people drew back in fear. They begged Moses to go in their place, distancing themselves from the very encounter they were meant to have.

      It was a tragic turning point—a missed invitation into personal intimacy with the living God. What was meant to be a corporate encounter became an isolated experience. The fire, the cloud, the voice—they were not only displays of power, but calls to communion. Yet the people stood at a distance, trembling, when they were meant to draw near.

      Don’t ever miss a holy invitation from God.
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        * * *
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            THE CLOUD AT THE TENT OF MEETING

          

          EXODUS 33:7-11

        

      

    

    
      
        
        It was Moses’ practice to take the Tent of Meeting and set it up some distance from the camp. Everyone who wanted to make a request of the Lord would go to the Tent of Meeting outside the camp. Whenever Moses went out to the Tent of Meeting, all the people would get up and stand in the entrances of their own tents. They would all watch Moses until he disappeared inside. As he went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and hover at its entrance while the Lord spoke with Moses. When the people saw the cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, they would stand and bow down in front of their own tents. Inside the Tent of Meeting, the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend (Exodus 33:7-11).

      

      

      It was Moses’ custom to pitch the Tent of Meeting some distance outside the camp—a sacred space set apart from the busyness of work and family. Anyone who desired to seek the Lord would go there, beyond the bustle of daily life, to that quiet place of encounter.

      Whenever Moses made his way to the tent, the entire community would rise and stand at the entrances of their own tents, watching in reverent silence until he disappeared inside. Then the glory would come. The pillar of cloud would descend and hover at the entrance, a visible sign that the Lord had drawn near. And there, inside the Tent, God would speak with Moses face to face—as one speaks with a friend.

      This is a portrait of true revival—not a flurry of activity, but the stillness of communion. Revival is when the presence descends and the glory lingers. It’s when hearts begin to bow and eyes turn again toward the Lord. It’s when one person’s intimacy awakens a holy hunger in the whole camp. A leader goes in—but a people begin to follow. Not just stirred, but drawn into friendship with God.

      And listen—it’s not just Moses’ story. It’s yours. God’s calling you out of the clutter, out of the noise, out of the endless swirl of distractions. Step into the place where heaven meets earth. One person’s hunger can set a people on fire. Why not you? Why not now?
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            SHOW ME YOUR GLORY

          

          EXODUS 33:12-23

        

      

    

    
      
        
        One day Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to the Promised Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me . . . Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place. How will anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the earth.”

        The Lord replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for I look favorably on you, and I know you by name.”

        Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious presence.”

        The Lord replied, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name, Yahweh, before you. For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show compassion to anyone I choose. But you may not look directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.” The Lord continued, “Look, stand near me on this rock. As my glorious presence passes by, I will hide you in the crevice of the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and let you see me from behind. But my face will not be seen” (Exodus 33:12-23).

      

      

      What if, like Moses, we dared to make the presence of God our non-negotiable? What if we said, “We will not move unless you go with us?”

      Too often, we chase destiny without the cloud. We crave the promise without the Presence. But Moses knew better. He knew that the promise land meant nothing if God wasn’t in it.

      We are meant to be a people who are led—not by strategy, hype, or momentum—but by fire in the night and cloud by day. A people who refuse to take one more step unless the glory goes before us. A people who cry out, “Let us see your glory. Let us be hidden in the cleft of the Rock until your goodness passes by.”

      For it is his presence—nothing more and nothing less—that sets us apart. Not our gifts. Not our platforms. Not our numbers. Only him.

      So let this be our cry: “If you do not go with us, do not send us from this place.” Let us not settle for movement without meaning or progress without presence. Let us wait until the cloud moves. Let us yield until the glory falls. Let us be a people marked—like Moses—by holy desperation, who would rather dwell in the wilderness with God than reach the promised land without him.
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        * * *
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            MARVELS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN DONE IN ALL THE EARTH

          

          EXODUS 34:10

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Behold, I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the Lord. For it is an awesome thing that I will do with you (Exodus 34:10).

      

      

      When God’s people return to covenant, the ordinary gives way to the extraordinary. Heaven leans low. Divine power begins to move in ways that are unprecedented—not borrowed miracles or echoes from the past, but fresh wonders that shake the earth. These are works that defy imitation—wonders seldom seen, unveiling the majesty of a God who still astonishes. In covenant, God does not simply pass by; he moves with undeniable glory, and all who witness it are left in holy awe.

      Do you long for marvels in the earth—wondrous things seldom seen in our day? It is time to re-embrace the holy covenant that you once made with the Lord.

      It is time to return to righteousness of the Lord.
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            CLOUD BY DAY AND FIRE BY NIGHT

          

          EXODUS 40:34-38

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys (Exodus 40:34-38 NKJV).

      

      

      After the Exodus, the cloud of glory enveloped the Tent of Meeting, and the radiance of the Lord came upon Israel. The weight of the Lord’s presence was so profound that even Moses could not enter the tabernacle.

      From then on, the people of the covenant moved only under the prompting of the Lord. When the cloud lifted, they set out. But if it remained, they stayed where they were—waiting on God. By day, the cloud of the Lord’s presence hovered visibly above the tabernacle. By night, fire blazed—a sign of heavenly guidance that never left them.

      Every step of their journey was governed by glory. The cloud and the fire were not just symbols—they were manifestations of the Spirit’s leading. Israel didn’t move according to impulse or strategy. They moved only when God moved. It was a life anchored in presence, directed by the Holy One himself.

      What would happen if you and I learned how to walk under the leadings and direction of the Lord? How might that change things in the twenty-first century.
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            THOSE WHO COME NEAR SHOULD BE HOLY

          

          LEVITICUS 10:3

        

      

    

    
      
        
        This is what the Lord spoke, saying: “By those who come near Me. I must be regarded as holy; and before all the people I must be glorified” (Leviticus 10:3).

      

      

      To draw near to the Lord is no casual matter—it demands a shift in posture, a heart awakened to his righteousness. God is holy, and he calls his sons and daughters to reflect that holiness. Yet such transformation is not achieved by human striving. Without his goodness and grace at work within us, we cannot become what he has called us to be.

      We often struggle in our flesh, but our gracious Lord does not leave us unchanged. When we approach him with reverence, he draws near in glory—and in that sacred nearness, we are transformed. In his presence, we are made new.

      Ultimately, we become more like the one that we gaze upon.
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            A SIGN OF LIFE AMONG THE DISEASE

          

          LEVITICUS 13:10

        

      

    

    
      
        
        The priest shall examine him, and if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling (Leviticus 13:10).

      

      

      This passage points to a striking detail in the priestly examination of leprosy: the presence of raw, living flesh within a diseased patch of skin. Though surrounded by visible corruption, this exposed and tender tissue is a sign of life. It reveals that something within the decay is still responsive. For the priest, it becomes a crucial diagnostic marker—not because it signals wholeness, but because it testifies that life still stirs beneath the surface of what appears ruined. It is a picture of how God discerns not only the extent of our affliction but also the spark of life that remains, waiting to be redeemed.

      It is time to look for life under the decay—the signs of renewal.
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