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Prologue
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By 2068 AD the Earth was home to over 30 billion inhabitants who shared limited resources of water, food and safe housing. The oceans had risen as the polar ice melted and many large cities such as London and New York, succumbed to the floods.

The air was polluted and the future of life on Earth became uncertain. This was when a guild of international scientists proposed a radical plan of building six huge spacecraft that could house thousands of people and send them out into space to planets similar to Earth. Using radical new Cribbs-Outram Black Matter hyperspace engines, they were able to journey huge distances, in relatively short periods of time.
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This is the account of one of those huge space cities named New Endeavour and, its last year in a five-year journey to Proxima B in the Alpha Centauri constellation, as seen through the eyes of a twenty-year-old young woman, Lara and her new companions.
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Chapter One : Robert
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Robert walked along the winding white corridors of the spaceship New Endeavour with a swagger, whistling as he went. He was now almost eighteen years old and had grown into a handsome young man.

He had lost his youthful rebelliousness and now, looked back at his occasional bad behaviour with regret. But for now, he was in the senior’s class, and he would graduate just before they reached Proxima B.

Mister Grant was his teacher and he found him an understanding and knowledgable man with a quirky sense of humour. He now understood why his older sister Lara had held him in such high regard.

While Robert loved his sister, he was eternally thankful that she and her best friend Kari shared a cabin and that he had more space in his own family’s tiny room.

His parents worked all day, his mother in the arboretum supervising the growing of fruit and vegetables and maintaining the plants that would be needed for the colonist’s survival, when they landed on the planet and his father, as a valued technician.

He enjoyed helping his mother in the large leafy garden holds, but he wasn’t sure if this was the role that he wanted when they reached the fast-approaching planet. There were so many other exciting jobs that he could do, like exploring the planet, surveying and helping erect the first village in the wilderness.

The second thing that he was pleased about was that his sister was not his teacher, as she had been as a trainee for six months. That had been very awkward, as he often forgot and called her ‘Sis’ rather than ‘Miss’ and the entire class would laugh at him. Thankfully, Lara had a good sense of humour and never grew angry with him. But still, he preferred Mister Grant’s style of teaching!

He saw his two old friends slowly walking towards the senior’s room. Lofty and Ratso had also grown into larger versions of their former selves, although they were still up for mischief at times. Robert’s parents had warned him many times “be careful with those two boys; they’re trouble!”
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Ratso confided that he had found a stash of prohibited books in the library and had smuggled them out. Robert was surprised that Ratso even knew where the library was and even more that he actually wanted to read a book, prohibited or not!

“Yeah,” Lofty beamed, “They’re real hot stuff. I think they must be really bad if they’ve been banned and only for adult research. Let’s meet this afternoon after our work shifts and look at them!” he punched Robert in the arm and he sighed. Somehow, he felt that this was going to end badly!

But after his lessons and work for several hours in the arboretum under the strict eyes of his mother, he sneaked away and joined the other two young men in his empty cabin.

Lofty and Ratso brought out the old books and placed them gingerly on Robert’s bed. They didn’t look particularly enticing, as they were faded and had plain covers of green and red.

Robert read the faded titles, while Lofty and Ratso licked their lips in anticipation.

Just then, his mother strode into the room, and they all quailed. “I left some notes behind. What are you boys up to?” she asked suspiciously.
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“We’re just reading some, er, old books for a research project for class, mum!” Robert muttered, hanging his head. To himself, he thought, “I knew this would end badly!”

She walked over and glanced at the titles of the books. “Oh, ‘The Sun Also Rises’ and ‘The Catcher in the Rye’, good choices boys. I think they were controversial in their day, a hundred or, so years ago. I’m sure you’d enjoy modern ebooks much better, but good on you three, for reading the classics!”

She finally went away, and the three boys looked at the supposedly “hot” books. “Classics!” snorted Ratso in disgust.

“Controversial!” muttered Lofty looking very disappointed. He sighed and skimmed the pages. “No pictures even!”

“Now, I’ve got to put them back on the shelves without Mrs Grant catching me, or there will be a big scene!” he sighed and Ratso’s unlovely face drooped. “Never mind, though; if I do find something worth taking a look at, I’ll let you both know, right?” he slunk from the small cabin.

Lofty turned to Robert and said in a disappointed voice, “I think that Ratso will never be reliable! He’s going to be a very bad colonist, don’t you think?”

Robert nodded, but he ruefully thought to himself, “Maybe, we all need to grow up!”
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Chapter Two : Lara’s Day
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Lara was busy teaching a first year high school class about mathematics, which was not her own favourite subject!

Her Grandmother, who was now very old and in her nineties and in a care home on Earth, had once told her that she had to learn both imperial measurements as well, as the ‘newfangled decimal system!’ This sounded very confusing to her!

But she had thought of putting the lesson in more practical and appealing ways. She had brought in a tray of sweets and as they young boys and girls eyed them hungrily, as she used them as teaching tools. They found it much easier to understand division and multiplication, fractions and converting measurements when the rewards were something sweet to eat!

Lara also brought a play element to her history lessons, having the young teenagers act the roles of kings and queens, heroes and villains. The students all agreed that “Miss Lara’s classes were magna!”

Even captain Forrest complimented her on her teaching skills when they met in one of the long corridors. “You made an excellent choice to become at teacher Lara. When we reach Proxima B, you few teachers will have to keep the students not only occupied and supervise them moving into new school accommodation, but warn them about potential hazards on a new planet!”

Lara looked pleased and then piped-up, “Sir, a few of us have been discussing the name Proxima B; it’s so well, nothingy, if you know what I mean. I know astronomers named it long ago, but shouldn’t our new home planet have a more important and familiar name?”

He thought for a moment and then replied. “I agree! Perhaps, we can have the students and crew give forward new suggestions for the name. I shall have Ali put out announcements to everyone. Good idea, Lara!” and he smiled and left.

At lunch, Lara told the others, and they all agreed to put forward names. Ali looked pleased because he was a junior administrator for the captain and already knew about the idea.

“I shall enjoy setting-up a poll and letting everyone know the results!” he said beaming for he loved facts and figures.

After a lunch of pizza and salad, she returned to her classroom and told the students about the idea of renaming Proxima B to something more special.

“I think it should be ‘New Earth!’” suggested one boy, scratching his head.

“What about Paradise?” asked a girl with long red plaits.

Others suggested Greenland, Nova Terra from a Latin student and Fairyland, from a shy, romantically minded girl. Lara nodded seriously and instructed them to send their suggestions to Ali in administration, and they were all happily occupied for half an hour!

After her teaching was over, she joined Kari in their small cabin. Her cabin mate was now working in the science department and looked pleased with herself.

“Today, I set up a whole long-range Comms system on my own! My supervisor says I am doing very well!” she boasted and Lara wiped a thread of oil from her cheek. They then lay on their beds and talked until dinner-time.

Over a meal of vegetarian stew and dumplings, the young adults spoke of their day and what had happened to them all. Everyone seemed to enjoy their work, especially the Twins who loved working in the ship’s kitchens.

“We practised making a batch of chocolate éclairs today, that choux pastry is so difficult!” remarked Miley with a sigh.

“Are they on the menu as a dessert, tonight?” asked George, his dark eyes wide at the thought.

“Oh, no,” replied Jackie with a toss of her hair, “we ate them all! That’s one of the benefits of working in the kitchen!” George looked very disappointed.

Suddenly Mai who was sitting next to Beau, her new husband turned pale and then stood-up and rushed away to the nearest bathroom!

Lara followed her, and she entered the small space to find her hunched over and being sick.

“Do you need a medic, Mai?” Lara asked anxiously. “I can call one for you!”

But Mai shook her dark head. “No. No! I saw a doctor today and can you keep a secret, Lara?”

Lara frowned, was her friend ill? “Sure!”

“I am going to have a baby in five months’ time!” she announced beaming at the surprised girl. “If junior hangs on, it will be the first human baby born on Proxima B!”

“Does Beau know
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