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Introduction

Renewed interest in the first-century theology of exile and restoration has fueled study of the NT use of the Jewish scriptures, inner-biblical allusion and has juxtaposed the related topics of exile and NT eschatology. An intriguing question in this area that has so far received little attention is how Paul’s use of the Hebrew Bible and inner-biblical allusion in Romans can illuminate his view of exile. The citation of Ps 44:221 in Rom 8:36 invites such an investigation.

At the conclusion of his discussion of life in the Spirit in Rom 5:1–8:39, Paul asserts that nothing can separate believers from the love of Christ (8:35). He then lists a series of seven hardships that might potentially divide them: tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, and sword. He then quotes Psalm 44:22 to name death as the eighth and final thing that might separate Christ and the Christian: καθὼς γέγραπται ὅτι ἕνεκεν σοῦ θανατούμεθα ὅλην τὴν ἡμέραν, ἐλογίσθημεν ὡς πρόβατα σφαγῆς (“As it is written, ‘On your account we are being killed all they day, we are regarded as sheep for slaughter’”). On the surface, his point is that even afflictions like these cannot undo reconciliation to God accomplished in justification (cf. Rom 5:1, 10–11; 8:33–4). Beneath the surface, however, Paul is drawing upon the context of the psalm, employing a theology of exile.

Psalm 44 is a lament prayed by the suffering, righteous community in exile. Unlike some passages in the Hebrew Bible where the people admit that they deserve God’s discipline (e.g., Jer 14:7; Dan 9:11, 13), the community of Psalm 44 opines that it has not broken God’s covenant but, nevertheless, it undergoes exile despite its covenant faithfulness (v. 17). Paul applies that circumstance to the suffering that NT believers undergo before glory. His use of Psalm 44 suggests that they too will experience all kinds of trouble not only despite their righteousness but, in some cases, because of it. Like the community of Ps 44, before glory Christians are in exile notwithstanding their righteousness.

Despite the quotation from Psalm 44 being the only explicit citation in Rom 5 or 8, the reference to exile in Rom 8:36 is no anomaly. Paul depends upon, alludes to, and develops various passages from the Jewish scriptures throughout these chapters. Although he does not use the term “exile,” he regularly applies prophetic restoration promises, that were seemingly intended for Israel, to NT believers. Reconciliation in Rom 5, for instance, is framed as the beginning of Israel’s restoration.2 Intriguingly, however, this return is not exclusively set against the historical background of Israel’s exiles, but with mankind’s original loss of peace with God in Adam (cf. Rom 5:14). G. K. Beale observes that “in Rom. 5 reconciliation is seen to be restoration from the hostile state of exile introduced by the first Adam and overcome by the last Adam.”3 Thus, Paul’s theology of exile incorporates the backgrounds of both Adam and Israel. This book will explore how that is the case.

The structure of this book necessarily begins with literary backgrounds before moving to Romans itself. The first chapter introduces the thesis and its place in scholarship regarding exile and restoration. The second chapter surveys texts that witness to the duration and characterization of exile in the Hebrew Bible and Second Temple Jewish literature. The third chapter examines the relationship of Adam and covenant to exile and restoration in the Hebrew Bible and other Jewish literature. With the thought-world demonstrated, the fourth chapter begins the exegetical investigation of Romans with an analysis of Rom 5 with respect to Adam, separation from God as exile, and the mechanism of exile’s reversal. The study then turns to Romans 8 in the fifth and sixth chapters to investigate similar motifs of exile, peace with God, the end of creation’s futility, and the eschatological trajectory of humankind. Finally, I offer some overall findings and reflections in the conclusion.

NOTES

1. Scripture references will refer to English versification throughout this study unless otherwise specified.

2. I argue this point in chapter 4.

3. G. K. Beale, A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011), 542.
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