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[image: Soldiers lie on the ground behind a low dirt barrier. Above the photo, the words Fighting Men of World War II Allied Forces appear in large text on a plain white background.]
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[image: A person in a gas mask and gloves stands under a clear sky, holding a long object at their side. The photo is shot from a low angle, showing the person looking upward with both hands gripping the object.]
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[image: A soldier wearing a helmet and military uniform stands in an open field, operating a mortar launcher. In the background, several soldiers kneel on the ground, focused on handling equipment.]
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Introduction


World War II was a watershed in terms of what had gone before and what was to follow. A changeover between lines of men in opposing trenches, dug in, or advancing across the muddy battlefield firing indiscriminately at the opposing side, to a more mobile, purposeful, global war, fought in the streets, the fields and hedges, pacific jungle and desert.

From the point of view of the average fighting man of the Allied Forces, a lot had changed. He was now required to jump out of an aircraft over enemy lines, provide support columns of armored vehicles, fight from an armored jeep or perhaps wade ashore from a specially designed landing craft. The challenge of fighting in all terrains and climates meant that armies had to have different equipment and clothing to succeed in each. Uniforms and equipment issued to men fighting in the Western Desert looked very different to that of those fighting in the bitter winter of the Russian Front.

Despite this, however, the same considerations that fighting men have always had still applied: was the uniform comfortable to fight in and were the weapons and other equipment good enough to do the job? How could life be made bearable in terms of food, cigarettes, medical treatment, and letters home; and would there be entertainment in moments of leisure?

These issues would have made up much of a soldier’s conscious thought during the bitter conflict.

In these pages we show how the average Allied fighting man fared in all the main armies, from the mighty Soviet Red Army, to the United States, the British, their Dominions and Commonwealth, and including those other nations like the French and Polish who fought on, despite being overrun at the beginning of the war.

David Miller’s carefully researched text is tempered by his own experience as a serving soldier in the British Armed Forces, and shows both the structure of each army and describes in detail the equipment, weapons, uniforms, and personal items carried by its fighting men.

Specially commissioned color photography obtained in museums and private collections worldwide shows genuine wartime items. The book also uses extensive archival photography to show that equipment in use during the conflict.

This highly illustrated book is designed to present a rich selection of information and images to the general reader, budding collector, military enthusiast, re-enactor, and modeller.

[image: A brown military helmet with a mesh net covering. On the side is a red shield-shaped emblem, which displays a yellow figure at its center. The helmet surface is smooth and rounded, with straps attached.]




United States
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[image: Collage showing World War Two scenes: soldiers in combat, vintage magazines with visible covers, a grenade, a rifle lying horizontally, a first aid kit with a cross symbol, and a military cap arranged together.]
9
During World War II the United States Army had to expand beyond anything envisaged in peacetime and to fight in two very different environments and against two very different enemies: the Japanese in the Pacific, and the Germans in Europe. As with other armies, at the heart of all these campaigns was the infantryman, who found himself fighting in countries he had never heard of or, in the Pacific, on islands whose importance was not at all clear. Also of great importance was the system behind the lines which supplied everything the fighting men needed, from rifles and ammunition through boots, socks, food and drink to surgical treatment and hospitalization. When war broke out much of this materiel and many of these systems were, primarily due to pre-war parsimony, distinctly second-rate; but by late-1943 the American soldier was among the best armed and equipped in the world, with logistic support that was the envy of all others.
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US Infantry


Until the late 1930s the US infantry was scattered around the continental United States and a number of overseas territories. Almost every unit was short of manpower, equipment and funding, while training was piecemeal and lacking in realism. Many of the divisions and regiments were “paper” units with a limited regular component, making them dependent on reinforcements to bring them up to combat strength. Expansion started in 1938, gradually picked up momentum, then between 1941 and 1945 proceeded at a breakneck speed.


Infantry Divisions

At the end of the war there were 67 active infantry divisions. Of these, all were conventional infantry, except for five airborne divisions (11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd and 102nd), one mountain division (10th) and the 1st Cavalry Division, which turned in its horses in 1942 and became a light infantry division (but still with its cavalry title). Of these divisions, 25 served in the Pacific and 42 in North Africa, Italy and Northwest Europe.


[image: Three soldiers wearing military uniforms and helmets crouch on a grassy slope, each holding a rifle. They appear alert and ready in a wooded area with trees and fallen leaves in the background.]
A line of US infantrymen on a typical bocage embankment in Normandy. They are lucky enough to wear the M1943 field jacket with four front pockets, an item which wasn’t in widespread use during the Normandy campaign. They also have M1943 boots with built-in buckles around the ankles.


[image: A mannequin in a hooded military jacket, brown pants, boots, and several khaki bags and straps stands against a white background. All items are clearly visible; no other objects or scenery are present.]
An officer wearing a hooded parka with reversible white color inside. He has the dark woolen OD (Olive Drab) trousers and brown “combat shoes”, although in this case he doesn’t have the usual gaiters. A brown leather pistol holster hangs from his belt and he is wearing thick, fur-backed winter mittens.
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[image: Three soldiers in full military gear advance cautiously down an empty street scattered with debris. Damaged buildings line both sides. One soldier is holding a bazooka. The environment appears deserted and war-torn.]
Men from Coy I, 331 Infantry Regiment move cautiously through the streets of St Malo in August 1944. The man in the middle of the street is carrying an M1919 light machine gun while the rifleman following him has ammunition belts draped over his shoulder. This man also has his overcoat tucked into his belt at his back.


[image: A military uniform sleeve shows two patches: a rectangular insignia with three horizontal stripes—red on top, white in the middle, blue on the bottom—above a black chevron patch with two stripes and a “T” beneath.]
As the war progressed, a range of colorful badges and patches appeared on US combat uniforms. Many men wore their divisional badge at the top of the arm, such as the patch for the 69th division seen here. The rank badge shows this man is a 5th Grade Technician.

The World War II division was commanded by a major-general, with a brigadier-general as his assistant commander. The primary combat capability lay in the three infantry regiments. The divisional artillery, commanded by a brigadiergeneral, comprised four 12-gun battalions (three “light” with 105 mm guns and one “medium” with 155 mm howitzers). There were also a cavalry reconnaissance troop and support troops, including engineers, communications, medical, transport, etc.

An infantry regiment comprised three line battalions, one cannon company, one anti-tank company, a service company, a headquarters, and a headquarters company.

At its full strength, a division had a total of 14,253 personnel.
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[image: Three paratroopers in military uniforms and helmets stand inside an aircraft, each gripping a static line overhead. Their faces are visible and display focused, serious expressions as they prepare to jump.]
Men from an Airborne unit hook their parachutes onto the static line in the aircraft. When the men jump out the door the fabric strips stay hooked to the wire and pull the parachute out of its pack to open.



Airborne Divisions

Going to war by parachute or glider was novel and exciting, and the newly-formed airborne divisions underwent a number of major changes during the war. They originally comprised one parachute regiment (three battalions), two glider infantry regiments (each two battalions), three artillery, one anti-tank and one engineer battalion, plus the usual support services. But, when first fielded in North Africa and Italy this organization proved unbalanced and after several modifications the division ended up with four regiments (two parachute, two glider), with an increase in strength from some 8,500 to just under 13,000 men.



Mountain Division

The 10th Light Division was formed in 1942 but was subsequently redesignated 10th Mountain Division. It was an all-volunteer formation and after deploying to Alaska it went to Italy. The infantry organization was the same as for an infantry division, but there was no medium artillery battalion. For transportation, there were many fewer trucks, but some 6,000 horses and mules were required for off-road operations in the mountains.
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[image: A mannequin in a white outfit displays a large tan vintage backpack with several straps and attached pouches. The side of the backpack is marked with letters reading U.S.]
The United States produced a range of equipment for mountain and winter warfare, such as the large bergen-style backpack seen here.


[image: A white winter military uniform displayed on a headless mannequin, featuring a hooded jacket, gloves, pants, boots, and a brown belt with attached gear. All items are visibly arranged on the mannequin.]
Many men improvised winter camouflage from “liberated” sheets and such like, but some, like this man, were lucky enough to be issued with specialized winter clothing. The reversible parka and white overtrousers were worn over the normal uniform, providing extra warmth as well as camouflage.


[image: A close-up of a military backpack, a canvas pouch, a belt, and a knife in its sheath arranged together on a white background. The items are neatly laid out with all details clearly visible.]
Visible here is part of the frame of the rucksack as well as an M1943 folding entrenching tool in its carrier.
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Rangers

There were six Ranger battalions, five of which deployed to Northwest Europe and one to the Pacific. The 1st, 3rd and 4th Ranger Battalions suffered such heavy casualties at Anzio that they had to be disbanded, but the other three served through to the end of the war.


[image: Several soldiers wearing uniforms and helmets walk in a single file on a dirt road. A military vehicle appears in the background beneath a clear sky. All visible figures are facing away from the viewer.]
There were many special units in the army, mainly created for specific roles and purposes. But some were also formed from various cultural, national and racial groups. These men are from the 100th Infantry Battalion, a unit comprised of Nisei (US citizens of Japanese extraction).



Special Service Force

The First Special Service Force (FSSF) was raised as a result of a proposal from the Chief of (British) Combined Operations to undertake an operation against the hydroelectric facilities in German-occupied Norway. An all-volunteer mixed US/Canadian force, it was commanded by Colonel Robert T. Frederick. In the event the Norwegian operation was canceled, but the force remained in being, deploying first to the Aleutians and then to Europe, where it was disbanded in December 1944.


[image: A worn, dark-colored book cover with a prominent red shield at the center, gold text reading My Life in the Service inside the shield, and an eagle emblem above. The surface shows visible aging and scuff marks.]
Many men kept personal record books such as this, listing details of their service, their deployments, qualifications gained and general service history. While unofficial, they formed an enduring personal record.
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The Infantryman

The United States infantryman was tough and resolute, and fought with distinction in every theater in what turned out to be a global war. The expansion of the infantry between 1938 and 1945 was unprecedented, but was achieved by a robust enlistment and training system. The organization, weapons and equipment of the Field Army at the start were not really adequate and initial operations, for example in North Africa, were not as successful as had been hoped. But, the American armed forces have always been ready to face up to shortcomings and failures, identify the problems and then to take urgent and ruthless corrective action. As a result, the armies that fought their way across France and Germany and, in cooperation with the Marine Corps, from one island to another across the Pacific, were more than equal to their enemies.


[image: A vintage chart featuring army insignia: stars, wings, badges, shields, chevrons. Each symbol is paired with text labels showing ranks or roles—general, pilot, medic, military police, corporal, sergeant.]
Pages from a commercially-printed personal book for soldiers, showing a range of rank insignia and specialist trade badges used in the early years of the war.


[image: A vintage rifle, a folded map, an old lantern, two grenades, a passport, and several handwritten letters are neatly arranged on a wooden table, suggesting a historical military display.]
As well as the Thompson sub-machine gun, grenade and hurricane lamp, this table holds personal items such as air mail letters, Camel cigarettes, gum, matches and French phrasebook.
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Ranks


When wearing service dress officers had their rank badges on jacket epaulettes or shirt collars. When wearing combat or working dress rank badges were sometimes worn on shirt collars or were often not worn at all. Painted bars and symbols on the front of steel helmets were also often used to indicate rank in combat.

NCOs wore their rank badges on their sleeve on both service dress and combat uniform. Sometimes formation badges or even the national flag were worn at the top of the arm.

Until January 1942 there was an NCO group designated “specialists” who were graded similarly to the command ranks. In that month, however, the title was changed to Technician, with T/5 equivalent to a corporal, up to T/2 which came between Staff Sergeant and Master Sergeant. For several months they wore the same rank insignia as their command equivalent but in September a letter “T” was added below the angle of the lowest chevron.


[image: A chart displays British Indian Army rank insignias for officers, NCOs, and technicians. Symbols and bars appear on khaki shoulder and arm patches, arranged in rows to show each distinct rank visually.]
Technician grades were introduced in 1942 to give equivalent NCO status to specialists in infantry units.
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	Group

	Rank

	Insignia

	Where Worn






	General officers

	General of the Army (inst Dec 1944)

	US Eagle plus five stars in circle

	Shoulders




	General

	Four stars




	Lieutenant-General

	Three stars




	Major-General

	Two stars




	Brigadier-General

	One star




	Field officers

	Colonel

	Eagle

	Shoulders




	Lieutenant-Colonel

	Oakleaf, silver




	Major

	Oakleaf, bronze




	Junior officers

	Captain

	Two silver bars, horizontal

	Shoulders




	Lieutenant

	One silver bar, horizontal




	Second Lieutenant

	One gold bar, horizontal




	Warrant Officers

	Chief Warrant Officer

	Horizontal red lozenge; with gold center, backed in gold

	Above cuff

 

Above cuff




	Warrant Officer Junior Grade

	As for Chief Warrant Officer but. with vertical gold stripe




	NCO Grade 1

	Master Sergeant

	Three chevrons, inverted over three arcs

	Upper sleeve




	First Sergeant

(Grade 2 until 1942)

	Three chevrons, inverted over three arcs with lozenge




	Grade 3

	Staff Sergeant

	Three chevrons, inverted over one arc

	




	Grade 4

	Sergeant

	Three chevrons, inverted

	




	Grade 5

	Corporal

	Two chevrons, inverted

	




	Grade 6

	Private First-class

	One chevron, inverted

	




	Grade 7

	Private

	None

	









[image: Two military patches on brown fabric: the left shows black with gold chevrons above a T; the right features a red number one on green with a blue chevron below. Both are rectangular in shape.]
Technican grades were introduction in 1942 to give equivalent NCO status to specialists in infantry units. Colors of individual badges varied considerably, especially as uniforms became weathered. This Private 1 st Class also has the “Big Red One” badge of the 1st Infantry Division on his sleeve.
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The Infantry Battalion


Like other armies the US Army’s primary fighting strength lay in its infantry battalion. As with those others, this underwent various reorganizations as lessons were learnt and new equipment replaced the old. The last major reorganization came in 1943, but this was amended slightly in mid-1944, resulting in a strength of 35 officers and 825 enlisted men, for a total of 860. The battalion was commanded by a lieutenant-colonel with captains commanding companies, and the basic organization was triangular, with three rifle companies, each of three platoons, each of three squads, but with headquarters and support weapons at each level. It should be noted that there were a large number of 2.56 in rocket launchers (bazookas) and M2 0.5 in heavy machine guns which were issued to squads and personnel in the various headquarters to bolster the battalion’s air defense and anti-tank capabilities. The great majority of the infantrymen still marched, but the battalion had a substantial motor pool of some 40 Willy’s Jeeps and trailers, Dodge WC-51 cargo trucks/troop transporters/weapons carriers and Ford G8T cargo trucks.


[image: A mannequin with a featureless gray face wears a brown World War Two military uniform, helmet, and has a large square chest pouch tied with rope across the torso. The background is plain.]
This man is wearing an ammunition carrier vest over his woolen OD shirt and woolen trousers. Such vests supposedly allowed men to carry heavy loads with the weight evenly distributed over their back and shoulders.


Battalion HQ

The 4 officers in Battalion Headquarters (4 officers, 13 men) were the commanding officer (lieutenant-colonel), executive officer (major), adjutant (captain) and intelligence officer (lieutenant). The 13 men who were the drivers, clerks and orderlies for the officers, were nominally “Battalion HQ Section” of Headquarters Company but in reality their fulltime employment was with Battalion HQ.



Heavy Weapons Company

The Battalion had a Heavy Weapons Company (8 Officers, 158 men) which provided one Mortar Platoon and two Machine Gun Platoons, although, rather surprisingly, the Anti-tank Platoon was part of HQ Company. The Mortar Platoon (4 officers, 56 enlisted men) was commanded by a 1st lieutenant and divided into three sections, each commanded by a 2nd lieutenant and equipped with two 81 mm mortars. The two Machine Gun Platoons (each 1 officer, 35 enlisted men) were armed with four .30 cal 19Browning M1917 machine guns with a Jeep and trailer for each weapon. Company Headquarters (2 officers, 26 enlisted men) was commanded by a captain with a 1st lieutenant as Executive Officer and, like the Rifle Company HQ had a surprisingly large number of men, although most of these were involved in ammunition resupply.



Headquarters Company

The Battalion Headquarters Company (5 officers, 117 enlisted men) provided the usual clerks, cooks, and supply specialists, but also had three functional platoons. The Communications Platoon (1 officer, 22 enlisted men) operated the various radio, wire and telephone systems within the battalion and to the unit on its right. Ammunition & Pioneer Platoon (1 officer, 26 enlisted men) was divided into three squads of 7 men each under command of a sergeant. It combined the functions of light engineer tasks with ammunition resupply to the rifle companies which, in view of the many automatic and semiautomatic weapons was a demanding task. The Anti-tank Platoon (1 officer, 32 enlisted men) was commanded by a 2nd lieutenant, with a sergeant and driver. There were three 10-man squads, each armed with one 57 mm anti-tank gun (the British 6-pounder manufactured under license in the USA). Already mentioned above, the Battalion HQ Section of 13 enlisted men was permanently part of the Battalion HQ. HQ Company headquarters comprised 2 officers and 19 enlisted men.


[image: Three soldiers in military uniforms and helmets lie on a sandy beach aiming rifles. Behind them are palm trees, plumes of smoke, and several landing crafts in the distance, creating an intense combat scene.]
Men of the 3rd Battalion, 132 Infantry Regiment, belonging to the “Americal” Division come under fire as they land on the beach near Cebu City in the Philippines. Armored amphibious tracked carriers come ashore behind them. Note the variation in finishes on the men’s M1 helmets.


[image: Soldiers in helmets and uniforms ascend a sandy slope, some crouched or climbing. Long rows of troops follow behind, and military vehicles are lined up in the background. The scene is devoid of color.]
A column snakes ashore and inland from the Normandy beaches. They have the M1941 field jacket (“Parson’s jacket”), woolen OD trousers and canvas gaiters. They are also wearing the M1928 backpack, an obsolescent design that served throughout most of the war.
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[image: Five soldiers wearing military uniforms and helmets are in tall grass. Some are crouched, and one uses binoculars. They appear alert in an open field, with more grassy land visible behind them.]
A pre-war exercise, with the men wearing World War I-style uniforms and wide-brimmed hats. They are equipped with the M2 .50 in heavy machine gun.


[image: Several soldiers in combat gear are positioned along a roadside in a rural, wooded area; some lie prone holding rifles, while others crouch closely behind them. The scene shows visible tension and alertness.]
For real this time, as an infantry squad cautiously tries to find a way forward in the Normandy bocage. One soldier is trying a “cunning ruse” with a helmet placed on his M1 carbine, while another gives overwatch, again with a carbine. Note the discarded German MG 42 machine gun in the foreground.



The Rifle Company

Three Rifle Companies (each 6 officers plus 187 enlisted men) were the ultimate combat strength of the battalion and were each organized into a headquarters, three Rifle Platoons and a Weapons Platoon. The Rifle Platoon comprised three squads of 12 men, each comprising a staffsergeant, sergeant and 10 riflemen, which split into an assault group (7 men) and a BAR group (3 men), all of whom, except for the man carrying the BAR, were armed with the M1 Garand semiautomatic rifle, which gave them considerably greater firepower than, for example, a British section. Three men in the squad carried launchers for rifle grenades. Platoon HQ consisted of the platoon commander (1st or 2nd lieutenant), 2 21sergeants, a radio operator (SCR-36 “handie-talkie”) and a runner. The Weapons Platoon (1 officer, 34 enlisted men) consisted of a Mortar Section of 17 men plus three 60 mm mortars, and a Machine Gun Section of 12 men plus two M1919 machine guns. Platoon HQ was 1 officer plus 5 men, mounted in two Jeeps, one of which mounted a .50 in Browning for local air defense. Company HQ was surprisingly strong, consisting of 2 officers (a captain and a 1st lieutenant), plus 33 men.


[image: A mannequin in a World War Two U.S. Army uniform stands holding an M1A1 Thompson submachine gun, outfitted with a helmet, long overcoat, visible khaki shirt and pants, brown boots. Informational labels are present.]
This lightly-equipped soldier is only carrying his personal weapon, although he is wearing a mixture of uniform items, from the pre-war overcoat and gaiters to late-war M1943 combat jacket and trousers.
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Medical Services

The Battalion Surgeon was a key man, responsible for treating casualties as soon after their wounding as possible. Usually working under adverse conditions and often under fire, his job was one of the most demanding in the entire medical profession. The equipment and facilities available to a US Army battalion surgeon were probably the best in any army in the war, but that did not make his task any easier or less demanding.


[image: A World War II-era military helmet marked with red cross symbols sits beside an opened olive drab pouch, which reveals medical supplies such as bandages and small containers arranged inside.]
Medics usually had the red cross symbol painted onto their helmets as seen here. Although in the chaos of combat they couldn’t necessarily rely on their enemy respecting the symbol.


[image: An open vintage first aid kit displays bandages, a small bottle, a tube, and instruction booklets neatly arranged inside. Above the kit rests one bottle next to a booklet on the surface.]
Known as “Medical Kit B”, these pouches have a range of immediate use items. They would be held at squad or platoon level.


[image: A mannequin dressed in a vintage nurse uniform features a belted dress, Red Cross emblems on the chest and sleeve, black shoes, and a white nurse hat with a red cross displayed on its front.]
Serious casualties would be repatriated to theater-level medical facilities or even back to the United States. Clean sheets, first-class medical treatment and care from American Red Cross Nurses such as this one would go a long way towards helping the injured soldier recuperate.
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[image: A folded white napkin with a single blue stripe and “US” printed on it, topped with two knives, a fork, and two spoons arranged in an orderly manner.]
A cutlery set and napkin bearing the crest of the medical service, as found in military hospitals.


[image: A World War II-era military first aid kit with several pouches, bandages, a rectangular metal tin, medicinal packets, a small glass bottle, and one pair of scissors neatly arranged on a white background.]
the pouches are typical of those carried on the soldier’s belt, and contain his emergency field dressing. Above and below are a range of items from “Medical Kit A”, the immediate-use equipment carried by many soldiers, including quinine tablets, bandages and scissors.


[image: An open khaki canvas bag with a zipper contains several brown cardboard boxes, neatly stacked inside. Printed labels are visible on the boxes. The bag features a small front pocket secured with a snap button.]
A medical pouch as carried by a field medic or dressing station. It contains compresses, morphia, sulfa drugs, swabs and ointments.


[image: An open vintage military first aid kit displays bandages, instructions, and medical supplies. Next to it is a closed kit with the words FIRST AID FOR EMERGENCY USE ONLY printed on the lid.]
A large medical kit box with an array of dressings, splints and other items.
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The Armored Infantry Battalion


When the US Army entered World War II its armored divisions consisted of two Armored Regiments, each of six Armored Battalions (four medium, two light) and an Armored Infantry Regiment of three battalions. This proved too large and unwieldy and in 1943 division was made smaller and the regimental level of command was removed leaving the division with three Armored and three Armored Infantry Battalions. A new level of headquarters was introduced called a “Combat Command” to which tank and armored infantry battalions were allocated as the tactical situation required. There were originally two such HQs, designated Combat Commands A and B, with a third, Combat Command Reserve, added in 1944. This structure proved much more flexible and remained in use for the rest of the war. In the armored infantry, when the regimental level of command was abolished some logistic assets were transferred to the battalions, leading to the creation of the Service Support Company and resulting in an increase in strength from 700 to around 1,000 officers and enlisted men. The huge increase in vehicles led to a requirement for maintenance sections in all companies, while the requirement for gasoline and ammunition was considerable.


[image: US soldiers move quickly past a tank on a damaged street, with dense smoke rising from buildings in the distance. The ground is littered with debris and several troops are visible advancing through the chaotic scene.]
Combined arms in action. Smoke from a burning building provides cover as men from an Armored Infantry unit sprint forward, escorted by an M4 Sherman tank. Some men are wearing overcoats, the rest just the normal M1941 field jacket.
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[image: A military truck moves along a muddy, waterlogged road with prominent tire tracks. Trees line both sides, enclosing the rugged path. The scene shows rough terrain in a forested setting.]
The M3 half-track became the standard infantry armored vehicle throughout the war. There were numerous variants, including some mounted with howitzers and anti-tank guns, but the standard transport usually had one or two machine guns, either .50 in or .30 in Brownings. A squad could ride in relative safety, although with no overhead cover the occupants were vulnerable to airbursts and artillery fire.

The Type 1944 Armored Infantry Battalion comprised 39 officers and 956 enlisted men, every one of whom was mounted in either a half-track or wheeled vehicle, most of which had some form of armored protection. The main fighting strength was the three Armored Rifle Companies, each of three platoons. The standard anti-tank gun was the 57 mm (British 6-pounder), but, in addition there were numerous bazookas to enhance point anti-tank defense. Many vehicles also mounted either .30 or .50 in Browning machine guns.


Battalion HQ

Nominally part of HQ Company, the Battalion Headquarters (8 Officers, 21 enlisted men) was in reality separate, and, unlike that in the infantry battalion, included the communications personnel.



Headquarters Company

Headquarters Company (6 officers, 134 enlisted men) was something of a misnomer because it was, by any standard, a heavy weapons company, armed with assault guns, mortars and a large number of machine guns. The Assault Gun Platoon (1 officer, 26 enlisted men) was equipped with three 75mm Howitzer Motor Carriage M8, essentially an M5 Stuart light tank with an open turret in which was mounted a short-barreled 75 mm howitzer, a developed version of the M1 Al pack-howitzer mountain gun. In late 1944 these were replaced by three 105 mm Howitzer Motor Carriage M7B1, an M4A3 Sherman chassis with a fixed open-top fighting compartment mounting a 105 mm howitzer. This was, without doubt, one of the most powerful weapons ever to be an integral component of an infantry battalion in any army. The Machine Gun Platoon (1 officer, 34 enlisted men) was armed with four M1 917 beltfed machine guns. There were two half-tracks, 26each carrying two machine guns, which could be fired either from the vehicle or dismounted and fired from a tripod on the ground. The Mortar Platoon (1 officer, 24 men) had three carriers, each with one 81 mm tube, which fired from a platform in the rear of the vehicle. The Reconnaissance Platoon (1 officer, 20 enlisted men) had four Jeeps, each with a four-man crew, commanded by a sergeant or corporal. Platoon headquarters had a Jeep and a half-track armed with a pintle-mounted .50 cal M2 Browning machine gun and a loose-stowed bazooka. Finally, there were company headquarters (1 officer, 5 enlisted men), the maintenance section (1 officer, 7 enlisted men) and an administrative section (18 enlisted men).



Service Company

The battalion had a Service Company (7 officers, 68 enlisted men), responsible for administration and logistics. It included: a Supply and Transportation Platoon (2 officers, 21 enlisted men); a Battalion Maintenance Platoon (3 officers, 23 enlisted men); a Personnel Section (1 officer, 5 enlisted men); a Mess and Supply Section (18 enlisted men), and a Company Headquarters (1 officer, 4 enlisted men).


[image: Soldiers lift a wounded comrade on a stretcher toward an ambulance vehicle. Muddy ground and dense smoke surround them. The background shows damaged terrain with debris, highlighting urgency in the chaotic environment.]
Another half-track, this time in the field ambulance role. Such a vehicle could get right up to the front line to extract wounded men and transport them to the field hospitals The US soldier generally had superb medical services backing him up.
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[image: A black and white chart with boxes labeled HQ, HQ Company, Service Company, three Armored Rifle Companies each with Rifle Platoon and Anti-Tank Platoon divisions, plus several support platoons connected by lines.]


The Armored Rifle Company

The fighting strength of the Armored Infantry Battalion was in its three Armored Rifle Companies, each comprising three Rifle Platoons and an Anti-tank Platoon (6 Officers, 245 enlisted men in total).

The Rifle Platoon HQ consisted of 1 officer (lieutenant), 2 sergeants and 9 men who functioned as a third rifle squad. The platoon’s two rifle squads were each 12 strong, comprising a staff-sergeant, sergeant and 10 men. The Mortar Squad had a single 60 mm mortar and 8 men, while the Machine Gun Squad had 12 men and two M1919 Browning machine guns. The platoon was mobile in five M3A1 half-tracks, one per section, with 1 man being the designated driver. The Platoon HQ and the mortar squad halftracks both mounted a 0.5 in machine gun, the remainder a .30 in machine gun, while all vehicles carried a Bazooka. The Anti-tank Platoon (1 officer, 32 enlisted men) had three squads, each with a half-track towing a 57 mm gun and, in addition, mounting either a .30 cal or M2 .50 cal machine gun. The platoon commander had a Jeep. Finally, the company headquarters included a maintenance section and an administrative section.
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Combat Uniforms


The US Army entered World War II with a variety of outmoded and unsuitable designs for combat clothing. Three years later it had the most advanced combat clothing system of any army – a remarkable transformation. Prior to the outbreak of war there were five types of uniform on general issue.

• Class A intended for wear in cold and temperate climates, consisted of a garrison cap, four-button jacket, trousers and shirt, all in olive-drab woolen material. The ensemble was completed by a khaki cotton tie and Service Shoes (actually, ankle boots) in russet-brown leather.

• Class B, or garrison uniform, was as for Class A but minus the jacket.


[image: A vintage military officer’s cap with a brown leather visor and band, featuring a gold insignia on the front. Next to the cap is a removable inner sweatband, both items placed against a plain background.]
An enlisted man’s service cap for wear in the rear areas and in non-combat roles.


[image: A brown side cap with a distinct military style and a light trim is neatly folded flat on a white background. The hat’s soft fabric and simple, structured shape are clearly visible.]
A “garrison cap”, a soft, comfortable hat worn in a “fore and aft” style. The top has a “V” indent when the hat is on the head and the pale blue piping indicates the wearer is in the infantry.
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• Class C was for hot climates and was made of a material known as “chino” in the US which was virtually identical to the British “khaki drill.”

• There was also a very smart and popular outfit which consisted of a shirt, tie and trousers, made of beige materials which were perceived to have a slightly pinkish tinge, with a service jacket, which was slightly greener than its predecessor. Thus, the outfit was known throughout the Army as “pinks and greens.”


[image: A mannequin displays a World War Two-era military police uniform with an MP-marked helmet, brown jacket, green pants, leather boots, a utility belt, and a beige shoulder bag.]
A Military Policeman dressed for keeping order in a rear zone or garrison town. He wears the “Ike” jacket, a short jacket which finishes at the waist and has hidden front buttons, based on the British battledress tunic. He also has high brown boots and a pistol holster. Note the slung bag containing his gas mask.


[image: A tan military-style cap seen from above, displaying its interior fabric lining and a leather sweatband that circles the inside, with a dark visor firmly attached at the front. The entire cap fills the frame.]


[image: A khaki military officer’s peaked cap with a brown leather visor. The cap features a gold emblem on the front, displaying the Great Seal of the United States in detailed relief.]
Another service cap, this time in light tan material and intended for wear in summer and warm weather conditions.
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[image: A fabric bucket hat in light brown with a wide brim is displayed from a side angle. The hat sits alone against a plain white background, showing stitching details along the brim and crown.]
This wide-brimmed Herring Bone Twill (HBT) hat was popular wear in tropical conditions in the Pacific theater.

• Finally, there was the “work fatigue” uniform, which consisted of a jacket with twin pockets and trousers, together with a wide-brimmed fatigue cap, all made of a strong cotton olive-drab material.


[image: A mannequin displays a vintage military uniform featuring a wide-brimmed hat, long-sleeved shirt, pants, boots, and a belt equipped with multiple pouches and a canteen. All items are neatly arranged on the mannequin.]
Originally designed as work wear for fatigues, the olive green Herring Bone Twill (HBT) saw widespread use as a combat suit, especially in the Pacific theater.


Jacket, Field, OD (Parson’s Jacket)

The Jacket, Field OD (olive-drab) had been designed by Major-General Parsons and was often referred to as the “Parson’s Jacket,” but, following the introduction of the Jacket, Field 1943 (see below), it became retrospectively known as the M1941 Field Jacket. In general concept the M1941 Jacket was similar to contemporary civilian-style wind-breakers, but in olive-drab cotton/poplin mix with a flannel liner. It had a short skirt, front zip covered by a buttoned flap, buttoned collar and wrists, epaulettes, and two vertical pleats at the back to make it easy to wear. There were a number of pockets although they were not particularly capacious. This jacket was considered by troops to be insufficiently warm in winter and too hot in the tropics, on top of which it had insufficient pocket capacity. Despite all that – and even though a replacement appeared in 1943 – the M1941 remained in use until the end of the war.
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[image: Two soldiers in military uniforms and helmets crouch in a trench or behind cover. One is eating from a can. Foliage surrounds them, and the wartime scene is depicted in black and white.]
Men from Company A, 119 Infantry Regiment, taking cover in a thick hedgerow near Mortain in northern France. The nearest man has an ammunition bandolier around his shoulder and a folding entrenching tool at his waist.


[image: Several soldiers in full military gear are positioned behind a damaged building and piles of rubble. Some soldiers aim their weapons forward. The urban setting is heavily damaged, with debris scattered throughout the scene.]
Combat in Brest in September 1944. One man is wearing a camouflaged suit, an item that was soon withdrawn in Europe as being too easily confused with SS camouflage patterns.


[image: A brown cap with a wide brim extends around the head, featuring an attached fabric panel that drapes over the neck and shoulders. The material looks thin and airy, designed for sun protection.]
The M1941 hood, a cold-weather covering that could be closed around the face with a drawstring. It could be worn with or without the M1 steel helmet.
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Mackinaw

One pre-war item that retained its popularity throughout the war was the “Coat, Mackinaw, OD” usually known as either the Mackinaw Jacket, or, more widely, as the “Jeep Coat.” First issued in 1938, the design was based on that of a jacket developed in Mackinaw, Michigan, an area between Lakes Huron and Michigan with a particularly bleak winter. This jacket was made of water-repellant cotton duck, lined with a woolen blanket material which extended over the shawl collar so that it could be turned up to keep the wearer’s neck warm. The coat was of doublebreasted design and did not have any breast pockets, although there were large pockets in the skirt, which extended halfway down the thighs. There was a built-in cotton belt.


[image: A mannequin wears a fur hat, a coat with a fur collar and large buttons, knickerbocker-style pants, and tall lace-up boots. The outfit is vintage winter style and all items are clearly visible.]
A pre-war despatch rider wears a fur-lined hat, high riding boots and an early-pattern Mackinaw jacket. Note the fur lining around the collar and the two rows of buttons at the front.


[image: A mannequin wearing a World War II-era soldier’s uniform sits on a bench. Visible are a helmet, trench coat, boots, canteen, satchel, and mess kit arranged with other equipment on the uniform.]
This man wears a late-war double-breasted winter jacket with a woolen scarf underneath. His trousers are the M1943 pattern while his boots are the high M1942 Airborne style.
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[image: A vintage military cap in olive green with a brown leather brim and gold insignia on the front sits next to a separate view showing the cap’s interior lining. Both items are clearly visible side by side.]
An officer’s garrison cap in the winter/temperate material. It has a brown leather peak and the large officers’ badge at the front.


[image: Two separate views of a brown campaign hat: the first displays the front with a badge and braided cord, while the second shows the top view revealing an inner leather band and a chinstrap.]
The obsolescent M1911 service hat could still be seen in training depots and rear zones. This one has the yellow cords which indicate the cavalry branch.

A slightly revised pattern appeared in 1942, which was a little lighter and easier to wear, and the woolen lining did not extend over the collar. The third and last military version appeared in 1943, and was cut more generously to enable it to be worn over other clothing; the belt was deleted and the shawl collar replaced by a more conventional notched type. The whole range of Mackinaw Jackets was superseded by the 1943 pattern OD jacket.
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M1943 Clothing Ensemble

Faced with rapid expansion and a global commitment, the US Army needed a more logical and coordinated approach to clothing and equipping the soldier. In addition, many of the existing items were proving inadequate, lacking sufficient protection at elbows and knees, and with stitching giving way under stress. This led to the Model 1943 Uniform Ensemble which was based on the layering principle. The design was the source of much internal argument in the development phase, although all was eventually resolved and the outcome was an excellent outfit.

The M1943 Field Jacket was a loose-fitting, single-breasted, olive-drab garment, made from water-repellent, windproof cotton sateen, which was longer than the M1941 (Parsons) jacket, extending down to the wearer’s mid-thigh. It had a drawstring waist and four pleated and strengthened cargo pockets: two on the chest, two below the waist. There was a detachable hood of the same material but with a fur lining.

Normal headgear was the M1943 Field Cap in olive-drab cotton, or the M1 Helmet system. Further layers could be added underneath as the temperature dropped, including a high-necked pullover, but the most important was the Pile Field Jacket.


[image: A mannequin dressed in a World War II-era military uniform, wearing a helmet and khaki jacket with two large khaki bags strapped across the chest; the mannequin has a smooth, featureless face.]
An officer dressed for northern Europe, with the M1943 jacket and trousers ensemble. The M1943 introduced the concept of a layered system for combat dress and a water-resistant combat jacket with four large pockets on the front. Notice the large gas mask pouch on the left.


[image: A brown cotton cap with an extended, curved brim and two wide side flaps is displayed in two angles: a clear side profile and a direct view of the underside, showing its full coverage for the ears and neck.]
The M1943 field cap had a fold-down ear and neck flap. It could be worn under the helmet and was intended to replace the earlier knitted woolen cap.
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Field trousers, of the same material as the jacket, were tucked into M1943 Combat Service Boots. Other items in the M1943 range included a Field Pack, an Entrenching Tool and Carrier, and either a Shelter Half, or, for the lucky few, a waterproof Poncho. There were also a set of M1943 Goggles, but these were replaced by a modified design the following year.


[image: A mannequin in World War Two U.S. Army gear stands in a running pose. It wears a helmet, uniform, boots, utility belt, and equipment. Each item is labeled with descriptive tags attached directly to the mannequin.]
A specialist grade NCO in mid-war combat gear and armed with a sub-machine gun.
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M1 Helmet

The US Army entered World War II wearing the M1917A1 steel helmet, which was virtually identical to the British World War I Brodie helmet. This was, however, rapidly replaced, from 1942 onwards, by the M1 Helmet System, whose characteristic and instantly identifiable shape made it one of the defining images of the US Army in the war. There were four components to the M1. The suspension system, which held the device on the wearer’s head, was formed from a series of straps made from white rayon (early production) or OD cotton (later production), and a partial or full leather headband. This suspension system fitted inside the liner, which was originally made from heavily compressed paper fiber, but when this proved very susceptible to damp it was replaced by high-pressure plastic. Then, fitting snugly over the liner was the steel pot, which was made from a single piece of pressed, non-magnetic steel with a narrow, upturned rim lined by a crimped stainless- or manganese-steel band. The only attachments to the steel pot were two bales for the leather chinstrap. Finally, came the helmet covers and netting to camouflage the helmet. It should be noted that while the liner could be worn without the outer shell, it was impossible to wear the shell without the liner. Of necessity, soldiers are an inventive breed, devising uses for their equipment which were never envisaged by designers and staff officers, which in the case of the steel pot included a wash-basin, entrenching tool, seat, hammer for tent pegs, and even a cooking pot.


[image: A vintage helmet with a wide brim and three chevron stripes on the front; an inset displays the helmet’s padded interior and attached chin strap.]
The US Army began the war mainly equipped with World War I vintage uniforms and equipment. The standard steel helmet was the M1917 shown here, based on the British “Brodie” helmet worn by them through both world wars.
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[image: A brown military helmet with a tan net covering and a tan chin strap, shown from the side on a plain white background. All details such as straps and netting are clearly visible in the image.]
The infantry were very quickly issued with the M1 helmet, one of the most effective designs ever, and iconic of the American soldier at war.


[image: Two images of a military helmet: one shows the helmet from the side with an emblem on its shell, and the other gives a top-down view revealing interior suspension webbing and chin straps.]
Inside the steel shell of the M1 was a liner, originally made from compressed paper but later, as shown here, from plastic. The view below shows the outside of the liner, finished in green paint and with a formation badge on the side. The view right shows the strap and suspension system and the unusual “stripe” pattern inside.
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[image: A vintage military helmet with a netted covering, draped in strips of green and brown burlap fabric arranged for camouflage, sits on display against a plain background.]
An M1 helmet with a netting cover and with strips of colored hessian attached as camouflage. The inner strap for the liner is wrapped over the front rim.


[image: Top-down view of a military helmet’s interior showing tan straps, a chin strap, and webbing inside a brown shell. Bits of leafy foliage or camouflage material are arranged along the rim.]
A close-up of the straps, suspension system and liner for the M1 helmet.


[image: A person seen from behind wears a vintage military uniform with a netted helmet. A strap crosses over one shoulder. The plain background is white, and no other objects or people are visible.]
Rear view of an M1 helmet. It was common practice, as shown here, to paint a rank indicator on the back of the helmet. Men could see at a glance who the leader was and who to follow.


[image: A person in camouflage clothing has a large brown cloth wrapped around their head, covering their face and most of the head. The backdrop is plain and light-colored. Only the person’s upper body is visible.]
Mosquito nets were issued for tropical theaters. They were worn over the helmet and could be rolled down to protect the face and neck.
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Boots, Service, Combat M1943

By mid-1945 the Army’s Quartermaster-General was providing footwear for some 8,300,000 soldiers in the US Army, of which 5,000,000 were overseas. He also supplied 100,000 pairs of footwear per month to the US Navy and met all the footwear needs of the Free French and Filipino forces. There were 30 identifiable types of footwear, but by far the majority were the Service Shoe and the Combat Boot, which were provided in every size from 3 to 15? (8.3 in/21.2 cm/to 12.5 in/31.7 cm) and in widths from AAAA to EEEEEE. The scale of issue was two pairs per soldier, and each pair had to be resoled twice before being replaced, with average lives of five months in combat zones and twelve months in the Continental United States.

Up to 1943, the US soldier wore an ankle-high Service Shoe with russet-colored uppers and rubber soles, which was worn in conjunction with canvas leggings. The Service Shoe continued to be worn after the introduction of the Combat Boot, but the design was slightly modified by removing the hardened toecap and using nylon in place of cotton laces. The leggings were laced using a vertical array of hooks and grommets and had a securing strap that passed under the instep.

The Model 1943 Boots, Service, Combat were created by extending the ankle of the Service Shoe upwards with an upper section that was closed by a pair of buckles. Among other benefits, this ended the need for the much-disliked leggings. The leather was reversed with the rough side outermost, which was not only better able to absorb waterproofing oils but was also more durable than a polished leather. The one-piece sole and heel were made either from molded synthetic rubber, or from rubber reclaimed from worn-out boots.


[image: A pair of legs with tan canvas leggings featuring side buttons, secured over brown leather shoes. The leggings have visible straps and the shoes show rounded toes and laces. Both feet are on a flat surface.]
Canvas gaiters were supposed to protect the calves and ankles, although their effect was limited. The hook and lacing system was designed to make them easy to adjust and remove. These boots have the leather “rough side out”, a style which supposedly made them more water-resistant and hard-wearing.


[image: A pair of worn vintage leather boots with tall shafts, lace-up fronts, and buckles on the upper sides. The surfaces show scuffs and creases from use. Both boots are displayed side by side on a flat surface.]
M1943 boots with built-in leather anklets and buckled ankle straps as well as laces for the lower section.
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[image: A close-up view of feet in worn shoes and loose, cuffed pants with visible buttons near the ankles. The shoes look scuffed, and the pants drape over the tops of the feet. Only the lower legs are shown.]
Trouser bottoms with adjustment studs and boot straps, as worn by despatch riders.


[image: A pair of brown leather lace-up military boots worn over dark trousers, visible from the knees down against a plain white background. The boots have thick soles and visible stitching. No other features are present.]
Pre-war high laced boots, also worn by despatch riders and others.


[image: A pair of tall riding boots made of brown leather, featuring front laces, three buckle straps running along each shaft, and visibly reinforced ankle sections. Both boots stand upright side by side.]
High boots with straps and spurs, worn by cavalrymen and as a fashion statement by some general officers.


[image: A close-up shows a cream ballet slipper with crisscross elastic straps on a foot, worn by someone in light clothing, standing on wooden flooring. Only the lower leg and slipper are visible in the image.]
White overboots could be issued for winter and mountain conditions.
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Other Items


[image: A World War II-era military uniform displayed on a mannequin, featuring a helmet, buttoned jacket, matching trousers, a belt with multiple pouches, and a canteen attached at the hip. The mannequin stands upright.]
While equipped with webbing belt, steel helmet, grenades and BAR ammunition pouches, this man is really dressed for rear area service. He has the short “Ike” jacket, woolen trousers and boots with no gaiters or other ankle protection.


[image: A mannequin wearing a camouflage-patterned military uniform from the World War Two era, featuring a helmet, belted jacket, matching pants, and dark boots. The uniform is displayed upright on the mannequin.]
An Army soldier dressed in the M1942 camouflage suit. Mainly worn in the Pacific theater it was made in Herring Bone Twill woven material. Both one-piece and two-piece patterns existed, and while at first glance this was similar to the USMC combat suit, unlike the Marines’ version it was not reversible.

The M1943 Ensemble was for general issue and was supplemented by a number of more specialized items. One of these was a two-piece oversuit in a camouflage pattern which was issued to some Army troops for the June 1944 Normandy campaign. While this was effective as camouflage, it turned out that it was very similar to the patterns worn by the Waffen-SS and after 42several tragic accidents it was withdrawn.

An item which proved very popular among troops in the European Theater of Operations (ETO) was a long-sleeved, open-collar blouse, which had two pockets and a built-in belt. Introduced in 1944, it was known after its originator as either the “Eisenhower” or the “Ike-jacket” and was made of a slightly darker material than the usual OD. There was a standard pattern for GIs, but officers and their tailors devised many minor variations.

A white snow smock was developed and issued to 10th Mountain Division in Italy in 1944/45. Single-breasted, it was knee-length and buttoned from top to bottom. There was a built-in hood but no pockets. These troops were also issued with Sleeping Bags, Mountain M1942, the first US troops in history to be given anything more than blankets to sleep in.


[image: Several soldiers in combat uniforms and helmets lie prone amid scattered debris and rubble, aiming rifles. Damaged buildings and rising smoke are visible behind them in a heavily ruined urban setting.]
Men of the US Ninth Army take cover in Julien, Germany. They are lightly laden, having left their packs with unit transport.


[image: A mannequin wearing a hooded coat, utility belt with several pouches, crossbody bag, and tall boots stands upright. The coat is long and has a hood pulled up, obscuring the face. All items are clearly visible.]
This man is wearing the winter parka with reversible white lining. He has an officer’s despatch case over one shoulder and a small pack over the other.
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[image: A mannequin in a World War Two-era white winter soldier uniform stands holding a rifle. The mannequin wears a helmet and gloves, with labeled outfit parts including hood, equipment belt, and boots.]
An infantryman well-equipped for winter warfare, with white parka and trousers and protective overboots.
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Personal Equipment


The US Army did not have a unified webbing outfit on the same lines as the British 1937 Pattern, but an array of individual items which achieved the same result. These were made of a strong, woven, web material, which was khaki in color until 1944, thereafter olive drab. All metal parts were of aluminum or cast alloy and painted black. All Army webbing items had the letters “U.S.” stenciled in black on the outside.

For the enlisted infantryman, the basis of the system was the Belt, Cartridge, Cal .30, Dismounted, M1923. This had ten permanently attached pockets, five per side, each with a flap cover and stud. Each of these could contain two clips of 0.30 in ammunition for the M1 Garand rifle. The belt and pockets all had eyelets for attaching the suspenders, haversack, or other items of equipment. For soldiers carrying the Browning Automatic Rifle there was a different pattern, the Belt, Magazine for BAR, M1937, which had six pockets in total, three each side of the buckle.


[image: A close-up view of a vintage military belt featuring several tan canvas pouches, some secured with metal buttons. The central pouch displays the letters “U.S.” in black. Only part of the belt is visible.]
A close-up of the standard belt array, with M1 rifle ammunition pouches and field dressing pouch.
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[image: Close-up of a khaki canvas canteen inside a cover with two buttoned flaps, fastened to a matching belt. The letters U.S. are faintly visible on the front center of the cover.]
Metal waterbottle (canteen) and padded fabric carrier.


[image: A khaki canvas satchel with a round yellow and black insignia is fastened to the side of a matching khaki uniform. The worn bag features two visible straps and has a weathered, used appearance.]
Light bags such as this were useful for carrying all sorts of personal and military items.


[image: Close-up view of a military pouch marked with the letters U.S., attached to a belt. Part of a strap and portion of a uniform are visible in the background. The pouch appears green and shows fabric texture.]
The individual soldier’s field dressing was carried in this small M1942 pouch, suspended from his web belt. It allowed a soldier’s comrades to quickly find the dressing to use it on the man should he become a casualty.
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[image: Two vintage olive-green canvas backpacks, both secured with thick straps and coiled ropes, sit side by side on a dark surface. The backpacks show signs of heavy use, with visible creases and worn fabric.]
An M1944 loadcarrying packboard with two packs tied to it. The larger one is the M1944 cargo pack while the smaller is the M1936 pack known as the “musette” bag.


[image: Close-up of a person in a military-style uniform with brown suspenders. A green hand grenade is fastened to the chest area of the uniform. Only the torso and parts of the suspenders are visible.]
The standard suspender system had shoulder straps which supported the weight of the belt plus allowing a haversack to be mounted on his back. This man has a Mk 2 grenade attached to one strap.


[image: A neatly folded brown canvas tarp rests on a white surface. Visible seams run along its edges, and two thick rope loops are attached at one corner. The fabric texture and stitching details are clearly shown.]
A standard shelter half. Two of these could be tied together and pegged out to make a lightweight tent shelter for two men.

Next came the Suspenders, Belt, M1936 with two wide shoulder straps, which provided support for the belt, and on which were mounted D-rings for the haversack straps. Each of the two shoulder straps terminated in four, thinner, adjustable straps, each with a snap-hook to attach to a top-row eyelet on the belt.

There were a number of different sized pockets designed to accommodate magazines for squad and platoon weapons, most of which had a large tunnel loop to enable them to be slid onto the belt. These included pockets for two 0.30 in magazines for the M1 Carbine, two .45 in magazines for the Colt M1911A1 pistol, or five 0.45 in sub-machine gun magazines. There was also a pocket for the first-aid packet, with a double hook for attaching to the belt.
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The Haversack, M1928 was the large pack with straps and snap-hooks for attachment to the belt. Apart from the contents of the main compartment, the outside of the pack was used for attaching: bayonet; pouch for mess kit, pan, plate and cutlery; and a triangular extender which increased capacity so that a shelter half and a blanket could also be carried. The Entrenching Tool Cover (see below) could also be attached.

Made in khaki web, the Bag, Canvas, Field, M1936 (also known, for obscure reasons, as a musette bag) was intended for officers, drivers and paratroopers. It had two adjustable Cargo Straps, each with a snap hooks and could be hooked to the bottom of the bag or to the “D” rings of the suspenders.


[image: A World War II military uniform viewed from behind, displaying a large backpack, webbing straps crossing the back, and an entrenching tool in a sheath fastened to the lower back.]
The M1928 pack was unpopular for being too narrow and too small to carry enough equipment. This one has an M1910 T-handled entrenching tool and carrier strapped to it.


[image: A mannequin wearing brown military-style clothing stands upright. It has a large olive-green backpack on its back, with several pouches fastened across the back and shoulders as part of the visible gear ensemble.]
The M1944 pack system was seen as a great improvement over the M1928. It came in two parts, the upper combat pack and the detachable lower cargo pack which could be left with unit transport when going into action.
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[image: An open wooden crate marked “twelve RATIONS KS,” lid beside it. In front, small boxes labeled “Bread” and “Cracker Jack Co.” are arranged. The crate shows a date of July one thousand nine hundred forty-four.]
Wooden case for 12 “K” field rations. Menus varied but each one contained meat plus a range of biscuits, cheese, gum, coffee, candy and other sundries such as toilet paper.


[image: A group of vintage military ration packs and food items, including boxes labeled “Breakfast,” “Dinner,” and “Supper,” along with several canned goods and rectangular bars, are neatly arranged on a white background.]
Individual “K” ration packs. The whole day’s ration was supposed to provide enough calories to maintain hard physical activity.
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[image: Two vintage metal cans with greenish labels. One larger can reads “Spray Dried Whole Eggs” and a smaller one is labeled “Poison Wood Alcohol.” Both display printed text about contents and manufacturer.]
As well as the “K” ration boxes there were individual tins. This one contains dried eggs, not a particularly popular concoction with most soldiers.


[image: Three slightly worn metal utensils—a knife, fork, and spoon—are arranged side by side. Each handle is engraved with the letters U.S., which are clearly visible on the metal surfaces.]
Issue knife, fork and spoon for use with the canteen and mess tins below. The US managed to supply its troops with high-quality, nutritious field rations.


[image: Four pieces of vintage metal military mess kit cookware: one frying pan with a handle, one divided tray, one canteen with a cap, and one canteen cup, all displayed on a plain white background.]
Seen here are the steel canteen cup, an M1910 canteen (waterbottle), a M1942 canteen (with seam) and the two-part mess tin set, known as meat cans.
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[image: A vintage tan backpack with leather straps, a yellow shield patch displaying a brown T in the center, and a bayonet fastened to the left side. The backpack has visible buckles and stitching details.]
Mountain warfare demanded specialist equipment such as this Bergen rucksack, a one-piece load carrier that sat firmly on the back.


[image: Two metal crampons with visible tan fabric straps, each featuring multiple sharp points and buckles, are positioned side by side on a white surface. Both crampons face the same direction.]
These crampons could be strapped onto mountain boots, the spikes underneath giving grip in snow and ice.


[image: A vintage military backpack is shown from the back, featuring canvas straps and several attached pouches. The item sits upright against a plain white background with all parts clearly visible.]
The frame side of the rucksack, showing how it rested on the back yet kept the load reasonably high. A mountain soldier was supposed to be able to live and fight for a few days on the contents of this pack.


[image: A single wooden snowshoe with a smoothly curved frame and intricate, tightly woven webbing. The design appears sturdy, with visible lacing attaching the webbing to the frame.]
Snow shoes spread the weight of a man and allowed him to traverse soft snow, although they were cumbersome to carry at other times.
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[image: Vintage military goggles with two extra lenses, two compact carrying cases, a rectangular cardboard box, an unfolded instruction sheet, and a sealed envelope are neatly arranged on a white background.]
An array of protective goggles, used in dusty or icy conditions, some with glare filters fitted. While useful, such items only rarely found their way down the supply system to the ordinary infantryman.


[image: A vintage wrist compass with a brown leather strap, featuring a round face labeled with degree numbers and a visible needle. Next to it is the back of the compass, engraved with readable text. Both items are clearly displayed.]
Accurate navigation was critical in mobile operations and patrolling. This wrist compass is typical of those issued to officers and NCOs


[image: A metal canteen in an olive green cloth cover is fastened to a khaki belt, which appears to be part of a military uniform. Only the canteen, its cover, and the belt are visible in the image.]
A M1910 aluminum canteen with metal cap and padded holder. Later models were enameled or made from plastic, some with Bakelite caps.

Officers had a different pattern of belt, the Belt, Pistol, M1936, which had no permanently attached items, but had three continuous rows of eyelets; there were also two metal slides, and male and female buckles. The belt was 42 in (107 cm) long and could be adjusted in length with each of the two unused portions being turned back and hooked into the most appropriate in the central row of eyelets. Most officers also carried a Case, Dispatch, Canvas, M1938, which, despite its name, was generally used as a map case. It had pockets for papers, notebooks, pencils, etc. It was carried on its own shoulder strap and did not attach to any of the webbing items. Another items for officers was the Compass, Lensatic, which had a lanyard around the officer’s neck, and a Carrier Compass, Lensatic on his belt.
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Carrying

The unfortunate infantryman is always being asked to carry extra loads and some of these could be carried in webbing items such as the Bag, Spare Magazine, the Bag, Extra Ammunition, the Carrier, Pack, M1928 and the Grenade Pouch, M1945, whose titles are self-explanatory.

Sometimes, however, the simplest solutions are the best and the general-purpose manpack carrier used within infantry battalions was a brilliant innovation. The Packboard Plywood M1944 consisted of a plywood frame measuring 24 in (61.0 cm) long by 15.2 in (38.4 cm), a cotton backrest that was laced into position, three adjustable shelves, and carrying and securing straps. It was used to carry a wide variety of loads, including, as single loads: a Jerrican filled with either gasoline or water, a Browning M1919 machine gun or a 60 mm mortar. The M1917 MMG was carried as two separate loads – gun and tripod – and the 81 mm mortar in three loads – tube, bipod and baseplate. The packboard could also be used for anything else which would fit, such as radios, batteries, ammunition and so on.


[image: Two rectangular backpack frames with canvas straps and metal hardware, seen from front and back. Each frame has a cutout handle near the top and multiple support straps attached across the structure.]
The M1944 Packboard was a versatile aid for carrying heavy loads. Packs, heavy weapons, ammunition boxes or anything else could be strapped to it while the tied canvas liner and straps protected the back of the unfortunate carrier.
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[image: A green military-style canvas duffel bag with a single strap and a buttoned flap closure lies on its side on a plain white background. The bag appears slightly creased, emphasizing its soft material.]
The clothing bag or kit bag had both a handle and shoulder strap and was used to carry a soldier’s possessions when moving duty station.


[image: A close-up of a military uniform shows a labeled chest plate and a drawstring ammunition bag marked “AMMUNITION BAG M-2” hanging on the front, with visible fabric texture and clear printed text.]
The M2 ammunition carrying vest went over the top of the combat uniform and was used to carry mortar bombs or machine gun ammunition up to the front line, while leaving the soldier’s hands free.


[image: A mannequin dressed in a brown military uniform displays an olive-green vintage parachute pack on its back. Straps hang loosely, and text is visible on the parachute fabric. All items appear clearly in the image.]
A rear view of the ammunition carrier, its straps and rear pocket.
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Digging tools

At the start of the war, the infantry used the Entrenching Tool M1910, which was a


[image: A small axe with a smooth wooden handle, its metal head partly covered by an olive green canvas sheath labeled U.S., rests plainly visible. The sheath obscures a section of the axe head.]
Pioneer tools of all kinds, such as this M1910 hand axe, were essential for preparing defensive positions or just making more comfortable living quarters in the field.


[image: Two foldable military-style shovels with pointed blades and wooden handles rest side by side on a white background; the left shovel appears cleaner and lighter, while the right shovel is darker and shows more wear.]
The M1943 entrenching tool had a blade that could be fully extended, set at 90 degrees to the handle or folded back for storage. The canvas carrier can be seen at bottom left.


[image: A metal folding shovel with a T-shaped handle lies beside a green canvas carrying case. Both objects are displayed side by side on a plain surface, clearly showing their shapes and details.]
For most of the war infantrymen used the M1910 T-handle entrenching tool, a simple, but effective shovel.
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[image: Close-up of a vintage metal can opener featuring a curved, pointed blade, two round rivets on the handle, and visible patches of rust and surface scratches indicating extensive wear.]


[image: A close-up view of a metal can opener with two black handles is set against a plain white background. The opener’s turning knob and cutting wheel are clearly visible in the foreground.]
Wire cutters were essential to clear routes through defensive positions protected by barbed wire.


[image: A close-up of a vintage military uniform displays a khaki canvas pouch with U.S. stamped on it, fastened to a belt alongside other pouches and a strap. A tool handle sticks out from the main pouch.]
The M1943 folding entrenching tool was held in this canvas carrier which was in turn strapped to the pack or web suspenders.





56
GAS Protection





[image: Several soldiers in gas masks, helmets, and military uniforms crouch low in tall grass, advancing together in a line through dense smoke or fog. Their faces are obscured by the masks; environment appears hazy.]
A fearsome lineup during a training exercises in October 1942 wearing old-style gas masks with separate filters.
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[image: Several soldiers in uniform operate a mortar near a partially destroyed building. Sandbags and various supplies are stacked around them, depicting an active historical wartime moment.]
US Army Chemical Mortar Battalions were equipped with the 4.2 in heavy mortar, designed to fire gas-filled projectiles at ranges of up to 5000 yd. Thousands of such projectiles were made but were never used in action. Instead this highly-accurate rifled mortar became a popular source of fastreacting explosive firepower. It’s most common use, however, was to create smoke screens, mainly by firing White Phosphorus (WP) bombs. WP could create a thick white smoke screen very quickly, the effect begin enhanced by by the choking effect of the smoke and burning fragments of phosphorus being showered around the target area.


[image: A vintage khaki canvas vest marked “US” is worn over a brown military uniform. The vest features a large rectangular front pocket and thick canvas straps extending over each shoulder.]
Bulky carrying case for M1 or M2 gas mask. Combat in gas conditions would have been a desperately difficult affair, with cumbersome masks hindering movement, visibility and shooting.
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Making Life Easier


[image: Multiple vintage toiletries and grooming products, including several rectangular soaps, tins of shaving cream, metal razors, glass bottles, and small boxes are neatly arranged in rows on a plain white background.]
Where possible, personal hygiene was important for morale and the health of the troops. Seen here is an array of soaps, cleaning and shaving gear and a personal metal mirror.


[image: A vintage portable phonograph in an open, sturdy military-style case marked U.S. sits with a single black vinyl record on the turntable and a silver tonearm positioned across the record.]
While hardly field items, devices such as this gramophone could help while away the monotony of barracks existence.


[image: An open vintage khaki canvas shaving kit displays a metal safety razor, several razor blades secured in holders, and a small box marked Ever-Ready, all neatly arranged in designated compartments.]
A neat shaving kit complete with razor and fresh blades in its canvas pouch.


[image: Three vintage metal containers stand side by side: the first marked Insecticidal Louse Powder, the second Squibb Tooth Powder, and the third Kolynos Tooth Powder, each with prominent retro text and distinctive designs.]
Delousing powder and two brands of tooth powder cover both external and internal hygiene needs.


[image: A rectangular metal item with a raised plaque reading UNITED STATES ARMY, flanked by a star on each side. The surface appears aged with visible wear and discoloration.]
An issue metal soap dish complete with army identifying label.
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[image: Several vintage tobacco packages, such as pouches, tins, and boxes, sit organized in neat rows. Each package has a distinct label featuring various brand names and colorful designs or patterns.]
Small comforts become incredibly important in the field. For many, tobacco was a vital morale booster and this array of cigarettes, matches and loose leaves would have gladdened the hearts of most GIs.


[image: A pack of Lion cigarettes with a blue lion crest above bold blue LION CIGARETTES text. A wide red band runs horizontally across the center of the cream box. All visual elements are clearly displayed on the front.]
Cigarettes such as these became a form of currency in the front line and between soldiers and civilians.


[image: Two vintage matchbox labels: the top one is brown with black text showing match instructions and manufacturer; the bottom one is blue, red, and white, reading “INDEPENDENCE SAFETY MATCH” with a clock tower illustration.]
Tobacco is useless without a means of ignition, and here we show both safety and water-resistant matches.


[image: A brown leather pouch with several compartments, containing a pair of scissors with red handles, a metal tool beside them, and a few small round and rectangular objects nestled in the other pockets.]
Prophylactic cream could be issued to soldiers, although as far as sex was concerned the army had to walk a fine line between pragmatism and setting an acceptable moral tone.


[image: A vintage brown paper packet labeled “Pro-Kit Individual Chemical Prophylactic Packet” with printed instructions for venereal disease protection, listing contents and manufacturer from Chicago, Illinois, USA.]
Life in the field is tough on clothing, so every soldier needed sewing materials to make small repairs.


[image: A collection of vintage chewing gum wrappers in assorted colors and patterns, neatly arranged in three vertical columns. Visible brands include Juicy Fruit, Wrigley’s Spearmint, Beeman’s, Beechnut, Leaf, and others.]
Gum was probably as iconic to the US soldier as the M1 helmet and the Garand rifle. It was also popular with Allies, civilians and captured prisoners alike.
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[image: Three vintage booklets overlap on a white background: Tonette Song Book with illustrated cover, Japan & Its People featuring a map of Japan, and Vive La France displaying a French flag emblem. All titles are clearly visible.]
Two booklets providing background information on France and Japan alongside an “uplifting” army song book.


[image: A vintage newspaper front page with bold headline reading INVASION! Allies Hit French Coast; Thirty thousand Paratroops Land, large text above columns of closely set subheadings and articles, all in a classic print style.]
The Stars and Stripes newspaper was produced army-wide and was an attempt to keep the American soldier informed as to what was going on in the war.


[image: A smiling soldier holding a rifle sits beside a young child with a large hat. The magazine masthead reads “YANK The Army Weekly” with the date February twenty-third, one thousand nine hundred forty-five and headline about Japanese prisoners.]
Yank magazine was a glossy, well-illustrated production showing the work of the army.


[image: A vintage V-Mail letter with visible yellowing and dark crease lines from folding. Handwritten script covers the page. An orange V--MAIL label appears at the bottom. The writing is faint and partly unreadable.]
This personal service mail or “V” mail would have been highly-prized by the recipient.


[image: A brown paper package with visible wear, faded labels, a FRAGILE sticker, a green SOCIAL TREAT Christmas Gift tag, and handwritten addresses, all showing marks of aging and areas stained from water damage.]
A Christmas parcel of “goodies”, one of millions sent out to make life slightly easier for the boys at the front.
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[image: A collage of five vintage postcards shows cartoon soldiers, tanks, and handwritten patriotic slogans. Humorous WWII-era illustrations depict army life and scenes relating to the Pacific theater, all arranged closely together.]
Humorous and illustrated postcards were popular both with civilians and soldiers.


[image: Woman poses confidently with one knee up, wearing a floral bikini. She sits slightly angled, hands resting on her leg. The YANK magazine title appears in the upper right corner over the photo’s monochrome background.]
Glamour pinups were (and still are) popular with lonely young men, thousands of miles and many months away from home.


[image: Several vintage playing cards, including an Uncle Sam deck and multiple face cards, are laid out beside two old paper currency notes on a white background. All items have visible aged detailing and classic designs.]
Playing cards were easily carried and provided a way of passing many hours of otherwise boring time. Below the packs shown here are some army currency used for purchases in France and occupied Germany.
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