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UNCOVERING FAITH

A Christian Devotional on PRAYER
By Pastor Ellis Carrow

THIS DEVOTIONAL IS part of Why Would Jesus Do, a Christianity-based mission exploring the life, teachings, and mindset of Christ.

We release scripture-rich devotionals, books, and sermon resources every single week.

Our subscribers don’t wait they receive instant access to every new release, as well as our full back catalogue. Subscribe at WhyWouldJesusDo.com

This series is for believers who want to grow in truth, walk in obedience, and stay anchored in God’s Word.

Each week is written to challenge, encourage, and equip, whether you’re reading alone, praying with family, or preparing to teach.

Why Would Jesus Do isn’t just a question, it’s a spiritual undertaking. We follow what He did, how He lived, and WHY it still matters now.

We’re building a community of Christians who take the Bible seriously, live it boldly, and keep their eyes on eternity.

If that sounds like you, we’d love to have you with us.

🔗 Join the community: WhyWouldJesusDo.com
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Opening Prayer
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Father in Heaven,

We enter this week with hearts that long to hear from You. You have always invited Your people to speak, to listen, and to draw near. Prayer is not a duty we perform. It is the communion we were created for. You are not far. You are present. You are listening now.

Forgive us for every time we’ve turned prayer into a task. Forgive us when we speak without faith or when we stay silent in fear. You are a God who hears. You are a Father who welcomes. We do not need to impress You. We only need to come.

Teach us how to pray. Not just with words, but with faith. Shape our desires. Align our thoughts. Bring stillness where we rush. Bring honesty where we hide. Let our time with You become the place we are most at peace, most ourselves, most awake.

We ask for a fresh desire to speak with You. Let this week renew our understanding of what it means to pray. Strip away old assumptions. Break through the noise. Help us rediscover the power of simple words spoken in faith.

Jesus, You withdrew often to pray. You stayed close to the Father through every trial, every decision, every moment. Lead us into that kind of life. A life rooted in communion. A life fueled by presence. A life held steady by prayer.

Let these words stir something deep. Let this devotional open more than understanding. Let it open our mouths. Let it open our hearts.

We ask You to speak clearly. We are listening.

In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
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Why PRAYER Matters
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Prayer is the language of relationship. It is how people speak with God. It is how the heart moves toward Him with trust. Prayer brings a person into the presence of the Lord, not by force, but by invitation. The Christian life cannot grow without it. Every part of faith finds its roots in the quiet space where a believer speaks with the Father.

From the beginning, God has shown Himself to be near. He walked in the garden with Adam. He called out to Abraham. He spoke with Moses face to face. He heard the cries of Hannah. He answered the pleas of Elijah. These moments were real. These moments formed lives. Prayer is not reserved for the spiritual elite. It is the daily rhythm of those who belong to God. It is open to every voice. It is grounded in the truth that God listens.

Prayer is how trust becomes action. A person may believe God is good, but prayer is what turns that belief into movement. When someone bows their head or lifts their voice, they are saying with their whole being, “I believe You hear me.” This is the soil where faith grows. Prayer is not performance. It is surrender. It opens the heart. It makes space for God to respond.

In prayer, the soul becomes honest. The masks fall. The pressure to say the right thing fades. There is no need to hide. God already sees. He already knows. Prayer invites the believer to speak plainly. Some prayers come with tears. Some with silence. Some with bold requests. All of them matter. God receives what is offered with sincerity. He is not moved by perfect wording. He is moved by faith.

The disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray. This request shows the posture of the heart. They had seen Him slip away to be alone. They had watched Him spend the night in communion with the Father. They noticed the peace He carried. They recognized something sacred in His rhythm. And they wanted it too. Jesus did not give them a ritual. He gave them access. He said, “When you pray, say: Father.” That one word, Father, changes everything. Prayer begins in relationship.

The believer prays because they are already loved. This is the foundation. Prayer does not secure love. It expresses it. God welcomes His children into the conversation. There is no barrier for those who are in Christ. The veil is torn. The throne is open. The Spirit helps those who do not know what to say. This is the miracle of prayer. It is a gift wrapped in grace.

Prayer matters because it changes the person who prays. Circumstances may not shift quickly, but hearts do. In prayer, anxiety lifts. Clarity returns. Peace settles. Sometimes the answer is delayed, but the presence of God comes immediately. Prayer brings the soul back to the truth. It is a place of return. A place of grounding. A place where the voice of God brings stillness to chaos.

There are moments in life when human wisdom runs out. There are moments when no advice is enough. Prayer does not erase struggle, but it opens the door to strength. When someone prays, they are not alone. They are joined to the One who holds the outcome. They are reminded that nothing is hidden from His sight. Even in weakness, the voice that prays is a voice of faith.

The early church gathered in prayer. Before decisions were made. Before the Spirit came at Pentecost. Before Peter preached to the crowds. Before Paul and Silas sang in the jail. Before doors opened and chains fell. Prayer came first. It was the power behind the mission. It was the root of unity. It was the atmosphere where the Spirit moved.

Prayer teaches people to listen. It slows the pace. It quiets the noise. It creates space for God to speak. Many treat prayer as a list of requests. But real prayer becomes conversation. There are moments of stillness. Moments of waiting. Moments when the Spirit brings to mind exactly what needs to be heard. Listening in prayer is not a technique. It is a posture. It is the heart leaning in.

Prayer also brings alignment. There are times when a person wants something that does not match God’s will. Prayer has the power to shape desire. It brings the believer into agreement with heaven. This is where the real transformation happens. The soul becomes soft. The will yields. The person begins to want what God wants. This is the beauty of being shaped in prayer.

When prayer becomes a habit, the believer is never far from strength. They begin to carry a deeper awareness of God’s nearness. They recognize His hand in the ordinary. They speak to Him as they walk through daily life. They ask for help in small things. They return quickly when they fall. Their words to God are not confined to morning devotion. They rise throughout the day.

Prayer also protects the heart. When temptation comes, a person who has learned to pray will not fall easily. Their spirit is alert. Their eyes are fixed. Prayer is a shield. It reminds the believer of who they are. It brings to mind the truth. It calls on the power of God when human effort falls short. Jesus told His disciples to watch and pray so they would not fall into temptation. That call still stands.

The church today must rediscover the power of prayer. Programs are helpful. Teaching is needed. But without prayer, the church loses its fire. The Spirit moves where prayer is present. Revival has always followed seasons of deep prayer. Movements that last are movements that are soaked in prayer. It is the cry of hungry hearts that brings heaven close.

In families, prayer holds great weight. When parents pray with their children, something eternal is formed. When spouses pray together, trust deepens. When a household makes space for prayer, peace becomes the atmosphere. These moments shape legacy. They speak louder than instruction. They create a rhythm of dependence on God.

Prayer also opens doors for others. Intercession is a sacred task. To pray for someone else is to lift them into the presence of God. It is an act of love. It is also an act of faith. The one who intercedes believes that God will move. Sometimes intercession carries a burden. Sometimes it carries hope. Always it carries power.

Jesus lived a life of prayer. He prayed before choosing His disciples. He prayed before feeding the crowds. He prayed in the garden. He prayed on the cross. He taught with power, healed with compassion, and walked with clarity because His life was rooted in communion with the Father. If Jesus lived this way, so must His followers.

Prayer is not the final resort. It is the first move. It is not a filler in the service. It is the power behind the Word. When people pray, things shift. Hearts soften. Direction comes. Healing begins. Mountains move. God has always responded to prayer. He still does.

Prayer is how the believer stays anchored. When life is steady, prayer keeps the heart thankful. When storms come, prayer holds the soul in place. It is the anchor that keeps faith from drifting. It is the cord that keeps the heart tethered to truth.

This is why prayer matters. It is the heartbeat of communion. It is the breath of trust. It is the expression of faith that reaches beyond sight. The believer who prays stays connected. The church that prays stays strong. The life shaped by prayer becomes a witness to the world.

Prayer is always welcome in the heart of God. He does not grow tired of it. He does not keep a distance. He leans in. He hears. He responds. Prayer will always matter because God still listens. He still moves. And He still speaks.

Let this week stir a fresh hunger. Let it awaken a deeper longing to speak with God. Let it return your heart to the place of prayer. That place is where faith comes alive. That place is where life begins again.
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