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			Jules Verne

			French novelist

			
					Born in Nantes in 1828.

					Died in Amiens in 1905.

					Notable works:	A Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864), novel

	Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), novel

	The Mysterious Island (1874), novel




			

			Jules Verne was born in Nantes in 1828, and studied law before embarking on a literary career which began in 1852 with the publication of a play and some short stories. He became close friends with the French author and adventurer Jacques Arago, and became acquainted with a range of explorers and scientists. His first novel, Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863), was met with tremendous success. It was the first work in the Voyages extraordinaires (“Extraordinary Journeys”) sequence, which consists of 18 short stories and 65 novels, including A Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864), Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), The Mysterious Island (1874) and Michael Strogoff (1876). These meticulously researched novels blended adventure, science fiction and fantasy, and reflected the author’s interest in contemporary technological advances and his passion for travelling.

			In 1886, the death of his editor and friend Jules Hetzel, as well as his declining interest in science, marked a turning point in his career. He died in Amiens in 1905. Today, he is one of the most frequently translated French-language authors in the world.

		


		
			Michael Strogoff

			A captivating adventure novel

			
					Genre: adventure novel

					Reference edition: Verne, J. (1876) Michael Strogoff; or, The Courier of the Czar. [Online]. Urbana: Project Gutenberg. [Accessed 8 August 2017]. Available from: <http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1842>

					1st edition: 1876

					Themes: invasion, adventure, intrigue, travel, treason

			

			Michael Strogoff (also known as Michael Strogoff; or, The Courier of the Czar) was published in French and English in 1876, and was written specially for Czar Alexander II of Russia’s visit to Paris. The novel follows the adventures of Michael Strogoff, the Czar’s courier, as he journeys from Moscow to Irkutsk, a town in Eastern Siberia. The telegraph lines to the town have been cut, leaving the Grand Duke, who is a brother of the Czar, unaware of the imminent Tartar invasion of Siberia, led by the traitor Ivan Ogareff, and Strogoff is tasked with warning him. Along the way, he falls victim to several setbacks and has to overcome various obstacles, meaning that instead of arriving at his destination within 18 days as anticipated, the journey takes him three months.

		


		
			Summary

			Book One

			One night in mid-July, the Czar holds a ball in the New Palace in Moscow. But even with the party in full swing, the Emperor cannot relax; the traitor Ivan Ogareff is planning an invasion, aided by the Tartar leader Feofar-Khan, and Siberia is the target. Ogareff had been an officer in the special corps of the Czar’s couriers, before being demoted by the Grand Duke, the Czar’s brother, and exiled to Siberia for carrying out several operations which endangered Russia. He was eventually pardoned by the Czar himself, but he is now set on killing the Grand Duke as vengeance.

			The Czar has been informed of the start of the invasion and of the severing of telegraph lines to certain towns in Eastern Siberia, the region which the Grand Duke is currently visiting. The only way to warn him of the danger he is in is to find a trustworthy man capable of traversing the thousands of miles which separate Moscow and Irkutsk, the Siberian town the Grand Duke is staying in. Michael Strogoff, a 30-year-old Siberian who is an officer in the prestigious corps of the Czar’s couriers, is chosen for the voyage.

			Strogoff leaves the palace at night. Even though all precautions have been taken to ensure that news of the invasion is kept quiet, two European journalists learn of it: an Englishman named Harry Blount, and a Frenchman named Alcide Jolivet. They both decide to travel to Siberia so as to be on the scene when the action begins.

			A journey from Moscow to Irkutsk takes at least 18 days, but as a general rule, travellers should expect the trip to take between four and five weeks. Strogoff leaves Moscow under the assumed name of Nicholas Korpanoff, passing himself off as a merchant. He takes a train for the first part of his journey, and notices a young girl travelling alone. At Nijni-Novgorod, where he is supposed to change for Perm, an official announcement takes everyone by surprise: all Russian citizens are now forbidden to leave the province, and all foreigners of Asiatic origin are now forbidden to enter it. Since Strogoff is carrying a special pass, this does not complicate his journey in any way.

			However, he decides to help the young girl he met on the train, who does not have a pass, by passing her off as his sister. As such, they board a steamboat called the Caucasus together, as do the two European journalists. While taking a stroll on the deck reserved for third-class passengers, a conversation between some gypsies catches Strogoff’s attention – they are aware that one of the Czar’s couriers has departed from Moscow, but they believe that he will never arrive at his destination.

			The next day, the young girl that Strogoff had taken under his protection confides in him that her name is Nadia Fedor and she has set out to join her father, who has been exiled to Irkutsk. After her mother’s death a month earlier, she requested permission from the government to reunite with her only remaining living parent.

			On 19 July, the steamboat arrives in Perm. Strogoff purchases a cart there and engages the services of a driver in order to continue his journey, still accompanied by Nadia. Two days later, they arrive at the foot of the Ural mountain range, but as they make camp for the night, a terrible storm breaks out, and they suddenly hear cries for help. Strogoff comes to the rescue of two travellers in difficulty, who turn out to be none other than the two journalists, Harry Blount and Alcide Jolivet. They continue their journey together.

			On 23 July, they reach Ichim, where they stop at a post-house in order to change their horses. There, they learn that the Tartar invasion is gaining ground. Suddenly, a traveller bursts in and demands a change of horses, but Strogoff has already requested the last horses available. The stranger therefore tries to provoke Strogoff, going so far as to strike him. Despite this insult, Strogoff remains impassive – he must concentrate on his mission and not risk revealing his true identity. As a result, the other traveller leaves with the last horses.

			A few days later, while crossing a river, Michael and Nadia are attacked by a group of Tartar soldiers, and although Michael manages to escape, Nadia is taken prisoner.

			On 25 July, Strogoff arrives in Omsk, where his mother Marfa lives, but he decides not to visit her so as not to endanger his false identity. However, he meets her by chance in a restaurant and denies knowing her, accusing her of madness before hastily leaving the building. Too late, Marfa realises that her son must be on a mission. She is arrested and taken to Ogareff, who soon figures out what Strogoff’s task must be. As for Strogoff himself, he has recognised Ogareff as none other than the traveller with whom he had the altercation in Ichim. Strogoff manages to flee the town and continue his journey. He crosses paths with Harry Blount and Alcide Jolivet again, but the three men are captured by the Tartars and taken to a prison camp.

			Book Two

			The camp is where Feofar-Khan lives. A few days later, Ogareff and his army arrive. Harry Blount and Alcide Jolivet demand to be released, as they are neutral in the conflict, and their request is granted.

			This is also where Nadia and Marfa Strogoff are taken. The two women meet and, during a conversation, Marfa realises that Nicholas Korpanoff and Michael Strogoff are one and the same person.

			Ogareff singles Marfa out and prepares to have her whipped, in order to coerce Michael into revealing his mission, but before he can land the first blow, Michael seizes the whip and strikes Ogareff in the face, leaving him with a noticeable wound. Strogoff is condemned to be blinded as punishment for this offence. The sentence is carried out by an executioner, who holds a white-hot sabre in front of his eyes, burning the cornea.

			Ogareff seizes the Czar’s letter, but Nadia promises Michael that she will take him to Irkutsk. They then set off on a punishing journey on foot. After walking for several days, they come across a peasant in a cart who agrees to drive them to their destination. Along the way, they see nothing but scorched ruins and destruction; the Tartars have wreaked havoc as they passed. Then they suddenly find themselves face to face with the enemy once again, and are taken prisoner a second time. However, the rope binding them to their captor suddenly snaps, and Michael and Nadia find themselves alone in the middle of the steppe. They continue on their way. Nadia guides Michael as best she can, and they arrive on the shores of Lake Baikal, where they board a raft along with a few other passengers. By chance, they meet Alcide Jolivet and Harry Blount on board this raft as well.

			Meanwhile, the situation in Irkutsk is deteriorating: the town is surrounded by Tartar troops, and the Russian reinforcements have not yet arrived. The Grand Duke therefore decides to recruit the exiles to form a new army, led by Wassili Fedor, Nadia’s father.

			When he arrives in Irkutsk, Ogareff introduces himself to the Grand Duke as Michael Strogoff, giving him the Czar’s letter, as well as false information about the position of the enemy troops and the Russian advance. He hopes to kill the
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