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Meet Claude

You’re about to build a real, professional website — one that lives on the internet with your own name on it — without writing a single line of code. If that sounds too good to be true, it isn’t. The thing that makes it possible is a tool called Claude, and before we touch domains, design or anything technical, it’s worth a few minutes getting comfortable with what Claude actually is. Everything else in this book grows out of it.


So what is Claude?

Claude is an AI assistant made by a company called Anthropic. The simplest way to picture it is this: imagine having a knowledgeable, endlessly patient expert sitting next to you, who you can talk to in plain, everyday English. You type what you want in normal words — no special commands, no jargon, no code — and it understands you and responds.

People use Claude for all kinds of everyday things: answering questions, writing emails, explaining tricky subjects, planning a holiday, tidying up a CV. It’s genuinely useful for hundreds of tasks. But the reason it’s the star of this book is one specific, rather remarkable talent: you can describe a website to it, and it will build that website for you.



You talk, it builds

Think of Claude as a brilliant web designer you’ve just hired — one who happens to work at lightning speed, never gets tired, and never makes you feel daft for asking. You wouldn’t sit down at a designer’s desk and start moving things around yourself. You’d tell them what you want, let them build it, then look at the result and ask for changes. Working with Claude is exactly that.

The conversation is the whole thing. You might type something like “I want a website for my photography business with a gallery and a contact form” — and Claude produces it. Not a description of a website. Not a plan for one. The actual website: the real code that, once it’s live, anyone in the world could visit.



The window where your site appears

When you ask Claude to build something like a website, it doesn’t just throw a confusing wall of code into the chat. It opens a separate panel beside your conversation and shows you the live result — you can actually watch your website take shape in front of you. Anthropic calls this preview an “Artifact,” but you can simply think of it as the window where your site appears.

Here’s the part that makes it feel like magic: as you ask for changes in the chat — “make the heading bigger,” “change that blue to green” — the preview updates to match. You’re effectively watching your site being designed in real time, and steering the whole thing with nothing but words.



“But I can’t code” — and that’s the whole point

This is the worry that stops most people before they start, so let’s put it to bed right now. You never have to understand the code. Claude writes it; you judge the result with your eyes, exactly the way you’d judge any website you visit — does it look good, is it clear, does it work properly on my phone? If something’s wrong, you say so in plain English and Claude fixes it.

The skill you’re actually learning in this book isn’t coding. It’s describing what you want and directing the result — being the boss, not the builder. That’s a skill anyone can pick up, and we’ll cover it properly later on. For now, just let the weight lift off your shoulders: the technical part is handled.



Where you’ll find Claude

You can use Claude straight from a web browser on your computer, or download an app for your desktop, tablet or phone. They all do the same core job, so you can pick whatever suits you. We’ll walk through getting set up — and the difference between the free and paid options — in the very next chapter.



What Claude is not

One honest word before we go on, because the right expectations will save you a lot of frustration. Claude is powerful, but it isn’t psychic. It can’t read your mind, and the quality of what you get back depends on how clearly you describe what you want. Give it a vague request and you’ll get a vague website. Give it a clear one and the results can genuinely surprise you.

That’s good news, really: it means the outcome is in your hands, not down to luck. And describing what you want clearly is a learnable knack — it’s the heart of this book, and by the end it’ll feel like second nature.



What’s next

You now know what Claude is and why it’s the engine behind everything we’re about to do. In the next chapter we’ll get you set up with it and choose the right version for your needs — then we’ll create a tidy project space so that, from your very first message, Claude understands exactly what you’re trying to build.





Getting Claude

In the last chapter you met Claude. Now let’s get it in front of you and answer the question everyone asks next: does this cost money, and if so, how much? The good news is that you can start for nothing, and even when you do decide to pay, it’s far less than you might expect — and only for as long as you actually need it.


Getting set up takes about two minutes

There’s nothing complicated to install. The quickest way in is the web app: open your browser and go to claude.ai. Prefer a proper app? You can get Claude for Mac, Windows, iPhone and Android from the official download page at claude.com/download, or simply search “Claude” by Anthropic in the App Store or Google Play. Whichever you pick, create a free account — with your email, or by signing in with Google — and you’re in.

It’s the same Claude however you use it, so go with whatever’s most comfortable: many people start on a laptop for the bigger screen while building a site, then check how it looks on their phone.

Where to get Claude, at a glance:

Web app (any browser): claude.ai

Desktop & mobile apps: claude.com/download



The free plan: start here, pay nothing

Claude has a free plan, and it’s genuinely useful rather than a crippled taster. There’s no credit card required, it works on web, phone, tablet and desktop, and it gives you access to Claude’s latest version along with the ability to generate text, images and — the bit we care about — the code for a website. For getting comfortable, having a poke around and seeing what Claude can do, free is the perfect place to begin, and I’d encourage you to start here before spending a penny.

There’s one catch worth knowing. The free plan has usage limits: you get a certain amount of back-and-forth within a given window, and if you really go for it you can hit a cap and be asked to wait a while before carrying on. For casual use that’s rarely a bother. But building a whole website — which, as you’ll soon see, involves a lot of back-and-forth as you refine things — is exactly the kind of intense session where you might bump into those limits at an annoying moment.



The Pro plan: the one most builders actually want

When you’re ready to build for real, the plan to look at is Claude Pro. At the time of writing it’s around $20 a month — you’ll see the equivalent in your own currency — and a little cheaper if you pay for a full year up front.

Pro gives you roughly five times the usage of the free plan, plus priority access when things are busy, so you’re far less likely to get interrupted halfway through designing your homepage. For the kind of sustained, back-and-forth work this book asks of you, that extra headroom is the difference between a smooth afternoon and a stop-start one.



The clever bit: you might only need it for one month

Here’s the money-saving tip almost nobody mentions. Pro is a monthly subscription, not a lifetime commitment. You can subscribe for the single month in which you build and launch your site, enjoy all the headroom you need while you’re doing the work, and then cancel or drop back to the free plan once it’s live. Done that way, your entire professional website might cost you one month of Pro — a tiny fraction of what you’d pay a designer, and you keep the skill forever.



What about the bigger plans?

You’ll spot more expensive options too — Max plans at around $100 and $200 a month, plus Team and Enterprise plans. For what we’re doing, you can happily ignore all of them. They exist for power users running Claude for hours every single day, and for businesses giving lots of staff access at once. Crucially, they’re bigger buckets of usage, not better versions of Claude: you get exactly the same Claude on the free plan as on the most expensive one. Paying more buys you more room to work, not a cleverer assistant. For building your own website, they’re far more than you’ll ever need.



A quick word on prices

AI moves quickly, and Anthropic updates its plans and prices from time to time. The figures here are correct as this is written, but do glance at the current details on claude.ai when you sign up, just so there are no surprises. The overall shape is unlikely to change much, though: a free plan to start with, an affordable Pro plan for serious work, and pricier tiers you can safely skip.



What’s next

So the plan is simple: start free to find your feet, upgrade to Pro for the month you build if you want a smooth ride, and ignore the rest. With Claude now in front of you, the very next thing we’ll do is set up a project space — a tidy home for your ideas, notes and files — so that from your very first message, Claude understands exactly what you’re building. That’s Chapter 3.





Set Up Your Project Space First

Before you type a single word about your website, there’s one small job — five minutes, no more — that quietly makes everything afterwards smoother. It’s setting up a project space. Most people skip it, then pay for it later by repeating themselves over and over. Do it first, and Claude understands what you’re building from your very first message. Best of all, you can do this on the free plan, so it costs nothing.


What a project space actually is

Normally, each new conversation with Claude starts with a clean slate — it doesn’t automatically carry over what you told it in an earlier chat. A Project fixes that. Think of it as a labelled folder for one piece of work — in your case, your website. Anything you put inside it — notes, files, a description of your business — is available to Claude in every conversation you have within that project. You set the context once, and it sticks.

It’s a bit like briefing a new assistant properly on day one, then having them remember it for every task afterwards, instead of re-explaining yourself from scratch each morning. That’s exactly what a project space buys you.



Why set it up before you build

Here’s the trap. If you dive straight into “build me a website” with no project, you’ll find yourself re-typing your business name, what you do, your style and your colours every time you open a fresh chat. And the moment a conversation gets long and you start a new one, all that context is gone




How to create one




What to put in your project



	

	

	

	

	






One habit that makes all the difference




What’s next
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