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				People, people everywhere

			

		

		
			
				Sometimes it seems as though there are people everywhere you look. Cities, shops, restaurants and museums are crowded with people. Even beaches and wildlife parks fill up on a nice day! There are more people living on Earth than ever before. The population has increased enormously over the centuries, and it will continue to grow.
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				People, people everywhere
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				Population challenges

				Population growth has led to many changes. People are living in parts of Earth that used to be wild. We have built cities and skyscrapers, squeezing ever more people into the same amount of land. Our growing population has led to many challenges that are set to grow in the future, such as: increased pressure on the world’s resources, climate change and habitat destruction.
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				Living longer 

				The main reason for the recent population growth is that people are living longer. Thanks to better medical care, we can fight and prevent more dangerous diseases. In 1800, about 45 per cent of children died before the age of five. People’s average life expectancy was less than 30 years. Today, it’s more than 70.
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				population pressure

			

		

		
			
				Around the year 100 CE there were probably about 200 million people in the world. Even a thousand years ago, there were only about 300 million. Historians think that Earth’s population hit 1 billion for the first time in about 1800. Since then, it has skyrocketed! Today, there are nearly 8 billion people on the planet.

			

		

		
			
				These two maps show areas of densest population over time. Red shows the densest areas, and yellow areas are where at least one person lived per square kilometre. 
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				Population pressure
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				Homes gobble up land that used to be wild.

			

		

		
			
				Farmers need to use land to grow more food.

			

		

		
			
				A limited supply of fresh water must be shared by more people.

			

		

		
			
				Modern lifestyles require more fuel.

			

		

		
			
				How high can we go?

				Scientists make predictions about what Earth’s population will be in the future. People are having fewer children than in the past, but more children survive today, and they live longer. Here is one estimate of Earth’s future population.

			

		

		
			
				using resources

				A large population puts a huge amount of pressure on Earth’s resources.
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				Whose planet is it?

			

		

		
			
				Humans aren’t the only living things on our planet. In fact, we’re vastly outnumbered! Everywhere you look, there are animals and plants. There are even tiny creatures and bacteria that are too small to see. This planet belongs to them as well.

			

		

		
			
				Each living thing inhabits its own particular environment, called a habitat. Special features make creatures suited to their habitat. For example, camels’ wide, flat hoofs walk well on desert sand, and their long lashes keep sand out of their eyes. These are some of the most common habitats.

			

		

		
			
				OCEANS

			

		

		
			
				RAINFORESTS

			

		

		
			
				DESERTS

			

		

		
			
				POLAR REGIONS

			

		

		
			
				FORESTS

			

		

		
			
				Grasslands

			

		

		
			
				
					11

				

			

			
				
					10

				

			

		

		
			
				Whose planet is it?
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