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        Animal Mayhem bursts with heart—stories that made me laugh, tear up, and fall in love with every creature on the page. These tales capture the hilarious, tender chaos of life with animals, from skunks to starter pets and everything in between. Each chapter honors the wild, unpredictable joy our furry and feathered companions bring to our lives. There truly is something here for every animal lover. I highly recommend this delightful collection.

        Jill Celeste, MA, author, Loud Woman: Goodbye, Inner Good Girl!

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Animal Mayhem: When Wild Things Go Wilder will bend you in half with laughter and send you running to hug your furry family members. This is a must-have book because everyone loves heartfelt and fun-filled animal stories.

        Stacey Wilk, best-selling and award-winning author of Sea Glass Wrapped in Red

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If you’ve ever been owned by a pet—especially one that’s redecorated your house in the most dramatic ways—this book is for you! Revel in this newest dose of Animal Mayhem for smiles, belly laughs, and reminders of the beautiful absurdity of life, and how even the biggest “oh no!” moments can turn out exactly right.

        Kris Faatz, award-winning author of Fourteen Stones and Line Magic

      

      

      

      
        
        
        This collection is a masterclass in the “messy-beautiful” reality of pet ownership! I was laughing out loud at the “skunk secret” a wife kept from her husband, but my heart absolutely overflowed reading about Jackson—the “farm hooligan” dog who proved that being ready is better than being perfect and helped a family finally find their way to their son. It’s a stunning reminder that sometimes the most chaotic animal mayhem is exactly what we need to lead us home.

        Summer Nitsch, founder of Superior Effect Marketing

      

      

      

      
        
        
        So many unique animal stories, especially one about a quirky adopted skunk-loving dog helping a family make their human adoption dreams come true—an excellent read for book and animal enthusiasts of all ages.

        Charleen Balcer, student

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Who knew the chupacabra is far more terrifying than folklore ... it could be lurking in your dear friend’s home, wreaking havoc on their family!

        Kelly Newcomb-Hoehn, animal lover and ardent reader

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Animal Mayhem: When Wild Things Go Wilder effectively conveys how the animals in our world can be mischievous and unpredictable while also heartwarming, endearing, and a source of loving companionship. If you want a feel-good reading experience, this anthology offers just that.

        Kim Fasula, reader and golden retriever lover

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Loved this! The stories were funny and entertaining; they kept one’s interest going. A great collection of stories to enjoy while sitting by a fire, while sipping on hot chocolate.

        Linda Letourneau
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        This book is dedicated to all the furry friends who have brought many years of love, joy, and laughter to my life, including my Piper.

        You will always be Grandma's girl. 
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          Professor Frank Chindamo, CHP

        

      

    

    
      Gina asked me to write the foreword for this book. I said, “Sure, I can write four words.” In fact, that was six words right there!

      “No,” she said. “A foreword.”

      So I panicked.

      How does one write a foreword for a book? I don’t even read forewords. And besides—you, dear reader, don’t know me. Why would you read something I wrote?

      There could be only one explanation: You like to read. That alone makes you a bit of a unicorn these days. Refreshing.

      And if you like to read, then you probably have a functioning brain. Which is exactly why you picked up this book. While others are slouched over their phones, consuming endless AI slop—artificial dolphins playing artificial pianos, monkey conductors on lollipop trains, and other bizarre digital nonsense—you’re here, choosing something real.

      Bravo. Gold star. Yay, you.

      And you’re in luck, because this book is real.

      The stories are real. The writers are real. The animals are real. And the love, chaos, laughter, and meaning woven through these pages? Very real. I smiled. I laughed. I even let out a few spontaneous “Awwwws.”

      So please—read on, dear reader. Stop wasting time on AI nonsense. Sure, the video of the bullfighting chihuahua looks real, but it’s not. We already have more than enough fake in our lives.

      This book is the real deal. The good stuff. The bee’s knees—actual knees, not AI-generated ones.

      So get to it. Really. Why are you still here?

      The animals and their humans are far more lovable than this foreword. You’ll fall for every pet, every owner, and every heartwarming, hilarious story inside.

      Seriously … still here?

      Move along already. [image: paw prints]
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          Gina Ramsey

        

      

    

    
      My husband, Paul, and I donned our thickest winter coats, grabbed mittens and hand warmers, and headed for the door. I snatched up two chicken thigh skins left over from dinner and shoved them into a quart-sized Ziploc baggie. For good measure, I added a handful of dog biscuits.

      We shuffled onto the side porch, and it felt as if frozen daggers struck my face. The temperature had plunged to a dangerous twenty degrees below zero.

      Just thirty minutes earlier, I had read a cry for help on Facebook: Missing dog. Goldendoodle. Murphy. Village of 63rd and Oaks. Anyone seen him?

      Worried the dog would freeze to death if he wasn’t found quickly, we braved the brutal cold and joined the neighborhood goldendoodle search-and-rescue team.

      As we stepped to the edge of the deck, Paul suddenly said, “Look over there!” His oversized mitten pointed toward the house kitty-corner from ours.

      There he was—Murphy, the rogue goldendoodle—standing tall in the front yard. A streetlight illuminated him like a Hollywood spotlight. I couldn’t believe it. We had found him immediately. SCORE!

      At the same time, we both tried coaxing him with enthusiastic calls of, “Hey, Murphy! Come here, boy!”

      Unfortunately, “come here” translated to it’s go time. Murphy bolted southbound, and the chase was on.

      “Let’s go! Get in the truck!” Paul yelled. Clouds of steam puffed from our mouths as we waddled like giant penguins down the icy steps and across the driveway. We piled into the official chase vehicle, rounded the corner—and Murphy was gone.

      Moments later, we spotted him trotting down the middle of the next street. We followed slowly. He glanced back, darted left, and disappeared between houses toward an alley. Gone again.

      “He’s just like Rusty,” Paul said.

      He was right. Years earlier, we had gained plenty of experience chasing Rusty, our golden retriever, who routinely escaped and tore through the neighborhood like a furry fugitive.

      Like Rusty, Murphy had perfected the art of slipping between houses to avoid capture. After several near misses, we finally found Murphy sitting on someone’s side porch.

      “There he is! Get out!” Paul said.

      Clutching my baggie of chicken skin and biscuits, I jumped out of the truck and cautiously approached. The chase through the bitter cold had clearly tired Murphy out. I pulled out the chicken skin and inched closer, hoping he was finally out of steam.

      “Hey, Murphy. Hey, buddy. Look what I have for you.” I climbed the porch steps slowly, hoping to get close enough to grab his collar. He looked at the chicken skin, then at me—and instantly figured out my plan. Murphy sprang up, bounded down the steps, and skittered into the front yard. I followed, pleading, “No, no … it’s okay, boy. Murphy, stay … Murphy, SIT!”

      To my surprise, he plopped his butt down in the snow.

      “Good boy,” I said. I crouched again and offered the chicken skin. Still no interest. Clearly, he didn’t trust my cooking—and I couldn’t blame him. I dropped the chicken skin onto the snow and reached for a biscuit instead.

      That’s when the pain hit. My fingers throbbed and burned. In the rush, I had left my gloves in the truck—an unwise decision in frostbite territory. “Want a treat? Want a biscuit, Murphy?” I asked.

      Suspicion flickered between Murphy and the biscuit. Just then, a white truck pulled up to the curb. A slender man stepped out and approached cautiously. Murphy stood, tense, ready to bolt again.

      “Murphy, SIT!” I ordered. Once again, he plopped down and watched the man.

      It was Murphy’s owner. The man took slow, careful steps forward. “Murphy,” he said gently. “Come on, Murph. It’s okay. Let’s go home.”

      Murphy stood and calmly walked into his owner’s arms. The man looked at me, sheepish and relieved. “Thank you,” he said.

      They loaded into the truck and disappeared into the darkness.

      Back in our truck, I pressed my frozen fingers against the heat vents and took a deep breath, relieved that this fur baby would soon be warm and safe at home.

      On the drive back, Paul and I laughed about Rusty and the chaos he had created each time he escaped.

      That night, as I lay my head on the pillow, a thought popped into my head. That dog. His name was Murphy. I giggled at the irony.

      Murphy’s Law—the idea that anything
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