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To my wife and children, who have watched me love this subject for years before a single word of this book was written, and who I hope will read it someday and look up without fear.

And to every reader, of any tradition, who still believes Jesus Christ is coming again.
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​Epigraph
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“And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”

— Luke 21:28

“Lift up your hearts and be glad, your redemption draweth nigh. Fear not, little flock, the kingdom is yours until I come.”

— Doctrine and Covenants 35:26–27
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​Governing Thesis
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Jesus Christ gave His disciples, in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, a real and coherent roadmap of the events that would precede His return — not a calendar, and not a license for fear, but a set of recognizable landmarks meant to prepare a watching, working, faithful people to meet Him without dread. This book argues that the roadmap is confirmed and enriched throughout the rest of the Bible, that it is confirmed and further illuminated by the scripture and teachings of the Restoration, and that its entire purpose, rightly understood, is hope rather than alarm. The signs are not the point. The Savior they announce is the point.
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​A Word on Sources and Their Reliability
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Every claim in this book is meant to be checked, not merely trusted, and so a word is owed here about how this book weighs its sources.

Scriptural quotations throughout this book were drawn and verified, word for word, against a complete edition of the Bible (King James Version), the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. No scriptural quotation in this book was drafted from memory or paraphrase and then assumed correct; each was pulled from the source text itself and checked against it before being included.

For historical, doctrinal, and interpretive claims beyond direct scriptural quotation, this book follows a three-tier framework for weighing source reliability, and flags for the reader wherever a claim rests more heavily on the lower tiers:

Tier One — Primary and Contemporary. Scripture itself; revelations as recorded at the time they were received; official Church records; the direct words of ancient and modern prophets and apostles as preserved in canonized text. This is the highest tier of authority drawn upon in this book, and the great majority of this book’s substantive claims rest here.

Tier Two — Faithful Reminiscence and Memory. Later recollections, personal histories, and reminiscences by faithful witnesses, offered in good faith but subject to the ordinary limits of human memory across years or decades. Where this book draws on this tier, it is generally to illustrate or illuminate a point already established on Tier One ground, not to establish a claim on its own.

Tier Three — Later Synthesis and Devotional History. Interpretive works, sermons, and devotional writings composed well after the events or revelations they describe, valuable for narrative clarity and devotional insight but understood to represent interpretation rather than primary evidence. This book draws sparingly on this tier and flags explicitly, in the relevant chapter’s Source Concerns, wherever a striking or distinctive claim rests on this tier alone.

Where a claim in this book is genuinely disputed among careful, faith-affirming readers — questions of timing, symbol versus literal reading, or the proper weight of a single verse — this book says so directly rather than presenting a contested reading as settled fact.
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​Editorial Cautions to the Reader
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This book was written in transparent creative collaboration between the author and an AI research assistant, working from a primary-source scripture library under the author’s continuous review. The assistant carried out the drafting of chapters from cited sources, verified verbatim against that library; the author supplied the book’s convictions, structure, recurring themes, and running editorial judgment, and reviewed and approved every chapter before it was carried forward. Final judgment on every claim, interpretation, and word choice in this book belongs to the author. A fuller account of this collaboration is given in the Author’s Note that follows this section.

In the course of drafting, each chapter was reviewed for historical uncertainty, source reliability, tone, and any point the author should examine personally before publication. The items below are the author-review flags raised during that process, carried forward here for full transparency rather than quietly resolved and hidden from the reader. Some have since been reviewed and confirmed by the author; others remain open questions the author continues to weigh, and the reader is invited to weigh them as well.

On interpretive method (Part 1–2): This book takes the position, common among Bible-believing Christians, that Matthew 24 may speak at different points to both the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 and to the future Second Coming — a “near-horizon, far-horizon” reading rather than a claim that every verse applies exclusively to one or the other. This is an interpretive choice, not a settled fact, and readers who hold a different view are engaging the same text in good faith. Related open questions the author has weighed include: how directly to state the doctrine of “the elect” without wading into broader Christian debates over election and free will; whether the darkened sun, moon, and stars should be read literally or symbolically (this book presents both readings as held by faithful people and does not insist on one); and how to handle the Christological question of what the Savior knew, in His mortal ministry, about the timing of His own return.

On the Restoration chapters (Part 4): Beginning in Chapter 25, this book speaks directly as a Latter-day Saint witness rather than from shared common ground alone. The author has given particular care to: the claim, first made explicit in Chapter 28, that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is “the only true and living church” in the sense given in Doctrine and Covenants 1:30; the application of Daniel’s stone “cut out without hands” to the Restoration, offered as a reading rather than an explicit textual claim; the treatment of Israel’s covenant status and the two-part gathering (of Judah to Jerusalem, and of the broader house of Israel to the Church); and the level of detail given to temple ordinance work, which this book intentionally kept at the level of purpose and doctrine rather than describing ordinances Latter-day Saints hold sacred and private. Readers outside the LDS tradition are invited to weigh this material as Chapter 25 itself invites — honestly, and prayerfully, rather than either dismissed or accepted on the author’s word alone.

On sourcing choices: A small number of citations in this book rest on Tier Two or Tier Three material rather than direct scripture, and are flagged in their originating chapter’s own Source Concerns section — most notably the citation of the Enoch prophecy in Jude, which quotes a non-canonical source, discussed in Chapter 23. The author has also noted, for his own further review, whether certain topics treated briefly in this book (the “times of the Gentiles,” literal versus adopted lineage in the gathering of Israel, the John the Baptist–Elijah association) warrant fuller treatment in a future edition.

On application beyond a verse’s original setting: In a few places, this book applies a scriptural passage to a circumstance somewhat broader than its immediate historical context — for example, applying Doctrine and Covenants 88:119 to general temporal preparedness beyond its original Kirtland setting, and applying Revelation 2:10’s promise to the church at Smyrna as an illustration of endurance for a general last-days audience. The underlying principle in each case is one the author believes transfers faithfully; readers are encouraged to consult the full passage in its original context, which this book always cites, and judge for themselves.

The author has reviewed each of these matters personally and stands behind the judgments reflected in the final text. Where a flag reflects an ongoing question rather than a settled one, that is stated honestly above rather than concealed.
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​Author’s Note
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I want to tell you a little about how this book actually came together, because I think a reader deserves to know that before turning past this page.

I did not sit alone at a desk and write these thirty-five chapters word by word the way authors did a generation ago. I worked in partnership with an AI research assistant, and I want to be completely honest with you about what that partnership looked like, because I believe honesty about a book’s making matters just as much as honesty about its content — maybe more, given the subject.

What I brought to this project was the conviction, the source library, and the running review. I have loved Jesus Christ and looked for His return since I was a young man serving a mission in Spain, and long before that. I knew what I wanted this book to say before a single chapter was drafted: that Matthew 24 is a roadmap, not a countdown clock; that the signs Christ described are meant to produce readiness rather than dread; and that the Restoration adds real light to that roadmap without replacing anything that came before it in the Bible. I provided the scriptural library this book draws from — a complete edition of the Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price — and I insisted, from the very first page, that nothing be quoted in this book that could not be pulled and checked, word for word, against that library. Nothing invented. Nothing paraphrased and passed off as a quotation. Nothing attributed to a source it does not actually come from.

What my assistant did was the heavy lifting of drafting: taking the convictions and structure I laid out, going back to the source text chapter by chapter to pull the actual verses, checking them against the library I provided, and drafting prose that tried to sound like a believer thinking out loud rather than a textbook. I reviewed every batch of chapters as they came. I asked for things to be added, adjusted, softened, or sharpened. Where a chapter’s assistant flagged something for my own eyes — a theological balance to check, an interpretive choice to confirm, a passage sensitive enough that I wanted to look at it myself before it went further — those flags are preserved for you in the Editorial Cautions a few pages back, exactly as they were raised during the drafting process. I did not hide them. I did not smooth them over. I think a book about honesty in reading scripture owes its own reader the same honesty about how it was made.

I say all this because I know some readers will wonder whether a book written with AI assistance can carry real conviction. I understand the question, and I do not think it is an unreasonable one to ask. My answer is that the conviction in this book is entirely mine. Every doctrine affirmed here, I affirm. Every scripture quoted here, I have reviewed against the source text myself. Every place where this book declines to speculate, declines to set a date, or declines to name a modern figure as a fulfillment of prophecy, reflects my own settled judgment about what scripture actually authorizes a teacher to claim. The tool did not decide what this book believes. I did. The tool helped me say it more clearly, more thoroughly, and with better organization than I likely could have managed writing entirely alone, working the hours I work and running the businesses I run. I am grateful for that help, and I did not want to disguise it from you.

If you take one thing from this note, let it be this: I did not write this book to be clever, and I did not write it to win an argument. I wrote it because I believe Jesus Christ is coming again, because I believe scripture gave us a real roadmap for recognizing when that day draws near, and because I wanted my children, and yours, to have something on the shelf that could help them meet that day without fear. Whatever you make of the Restoration chapters in Part 4, I hope the rest of this book earns your trust as an honest, careful, faithful walk through what Jesus Himself said on the Mount of Olives. That was always the goal.

Look up. Your redemption draweth nigh.

A. Howard North Duchesne, Utah 2026
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​Introduction: Why I Love the Savior
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I write this book because I love Jesus Christ.

Before I ask you to consider a single sign, a single prophecy, or a single order of events, I want you to know where I stand, because a book like this should not begin as an argument. It should begin as a testimony. I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God, the Redeemer of the world, the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the earth, the Light and Life of humankind. I believe He walked among us, taught us how to live, suffered for our sins in Gethsemane and on the cross, was buried, and rose again on the third day with a body of flesh and bone that death could no longer hold. I believe He ascended into heaven in the sight of His disciples, and that heaven has not closed the door behind Him. I believe He is coming again.

That last sentence is the reason this book exists.

Luke tells us that after the resurrected Lord had finished instructing His apostles, “while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.” The disciples stood there afterward, staring up into the sky the way anyone would after watching the impossible happen, until two men in white apparel stood beside them and asked a question that still echoes down through every century since: “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”​[1]

Notice what the angels did not say. They did not say Christ’s ascension was merely symbolic, or that His return would be a private, invisible, spiritualized event known only to the initiated. They said “this same Jesus” would come “in like manner” — visibly, bodily, unmistakably. The Book of Revelation confirms it in the same key: “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.”​[2] Paul told the Thessalonians the same thing in almost architectural detail — that “the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God,” and that believers, both those who have died and those still living, “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”​[3]

I did not invent this hope. I inherited it from the apostles, who received it from Christ Himself. Every honest reading of the New Testament arrives at the same place: Jesus Christ is coming back, and He is coming back in glory, not in whispers.
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​A Hope Christians Already Share
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I want to say something plainly at the outset, because I think it will save both of us some trouble later: this book is not written to win an argument between denominations. It is written from common ground.

If you believe the Bible, if you believe Jesus Christ rose from the dead, and if you believe the New Testament means what it says about His return, then you and I already agree on the most important thing in this book. We may not agree on every detail of timing, sequence, or symbolism. Sincere, Bible-believing Christians have disagreed about those details for two thousand years, and I do not expect this book to settle every dispute. But we do not need to agree on every detail to walk through Matthew 24 together in good faith.

I am a Latter-day Saint Christian, and I will not hide that fact from you. Later in this book, I will introduce some scripture that is less familiar to readers outside my own faith tradition — the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price — because I believe those books testify of the very same Jesus Christ, and because I believe they deepen rather than replace what the Bible already teaches about His return. But I am not going to lead with that. I am going to lead with the Bible, and specifically with the words of Jesus Christ Himself, because I believe that is the honest and the respectful way to invite a reader into a subject this sacred.

So consider this my promise to you: this book begins where you already stand, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ and in His written word. It stays there for a long while. And when it eventually goes further, it will ask you only to consider what it offers — not to accept it on the strength of my say-so.
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​Why Matthew 24
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Of all the passages in scripture concerning the last days, one has always stood out to me as different from the others — not because it says more than the rest, but because of how it says what it says.

The setting itself invites careful attention. Jesus had just finished pronouncing a series of solemn warnings against the religious leaders of Jerusalem, ending with a lament over the city itself: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!”​[4] Then, as He was leaving the temple, His disciples pointed out its buildings to Him, perhaps expecting Him to admire their grandeur. Instead, He told them plainly, “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”​[5]

That is when the disciples asked Him the question that gives the entire chapter its shape. Sitting privately with Him on the Mount of Olives, they said, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”​[6]

What follows is Christ’s own answer to that question, given in His own words, in a connected discourse rather than scattered verses. He does not answer with a single symbol or a single warning. He answers with what reads, to me, like a sequence — deception first, then wars and rumors of wars, then famines and earthquakes described as “the beginning of sorrows,” then persecution and betrayal, then false prophets and love growing cold, then the gospel preached in all the world, then a great tribulation unlike any before it, then a promise that those days would be shortened for the elect’s sake, then further deception through false Christs and false prophets, then unmistakable signs in the heavens, and finally the appearing of the Son of Man Himself, gathering His elect from the four winds.​[7]

I do not claim that Matthew 24 hands us a calendar. Jesus Himself forecloses that possibility later in the same chapter: “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”​[8] Whatever else this book claims, it will never claim to know what the Father alone knows.

But a roadmap is not a calendar. A roadmap tells you the route without telling you exactly how many miles remain or how long the journey will take. I believe Matthew 24 functions this way — not as a countdown, but as a road believers can learn to recognize, so that when its landmarks appear, they are not caught by surprise, and so that their hearts are not troubled but prepared.

That is the working idea behind this book’s title. This is a book about the roadmap Jesus gave — not the destination’s arrival time.
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​A Question Worth Sitting With
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There is one verse in Matthew 24 that I have never been able to read quickly. Jesus says, “except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.”​[9]

I will have much more to say about that verse later in this book, in its own chapter, because I think it deserves careful and unhurried attention. But I want to plant it here at the outset, because I think it tells us something important about how to read everything else in this chapter. Jesus is not describing a runaway process that even He cannot control. He is describing a real and severe tribulation, and in the same breath, He is describing His own sovereign authority over its length. The road is real. But the Lord who drew the map is also the Lord who walks ahead of us on it, and who has already promised to shorten the hardest part of the journey for the sake of those who love Him.

I find that enormously comforting, and I hope you will too by the time we reach that chapter together.
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​What This Book Is and Is Not
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I want to be honest with you about my limits before we go any further.

I am not a prophet. I do not claim private revelation about the timing of the Second Coming, and I would be suspicious of anyone who did. I am not going to identify any living political leader, nation, or headline event as the definite fulfillment of a specific prophecy, because scripture does not give me that authority, and history is littered with well-meaning teachers who guessed wrong. I am not going to set a date, hint at a date, or encourage you to do the arithmetic yourself. Jesus already told us not to.

What I am going to do is walk through Matthew 24 slowly, verse by verse, section by section, and ask what Jesus appears to be telling His disciples about the order and character of the events that will precede His return. I am going to bring in the parallel accounts in Mark and Luke, because they preserve details Matthew does not. I am going to bring in Daniel, Revelation, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Joel, Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians, Peter’s epistles, and other scriptural witnesses, because I believe Matthew 24 sits at the center of a much larger conversation that runs throughout the whole Bible. And later in the book, after we have built that foundation together on shared scriptural ground, I am going to introduce the Book of Mormon and other Restoration scripture as an additional Christian witness — not as a replacement for anything that came before, but as what I believe to be more evidence of the same pattern: that God warns His people before He acts, and that He is preparing a people to meet His Son.

Above all, I want this book to leave you with hope rather than dread. Luke records that Jesus, after describing these very signs, did not tell His disciples to be afraid. He told them the opposite: “And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”​[10]

That is the spirit in which I have tried to write every page that follows. Not fear. Not speculation. Not a countdown clock. A road, faithfully described by the One who will meet us at its end — and an invitation to walk it together, watching, working, and looking up.
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​A Note on Sources
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Every scripture quoted in this book is quoted from the King James Version of the Holy Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price, as published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Nothing has been paraphrased and presented as a direct quotation. Where I offer my own interpretation or a “may” or “appears to” reading of a passage, I have tried to say so plainly, so that you can always tell the difference between what scripture says and what I believe scripture suggests.
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​Chapter 1: The Promise That He Will Come Again
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Before we can talk about signs, sequences, or roadmaps, we need to settle something more basic: does the Bible actually promise that Jesus Christ will come back?

It might seem strange to ask this question in a book written for people who already believe it. But I have found that it helps to slow down and let the promise itself sink in, rather than rushing past it to get to the more dramatic material about wars, tribulation, and cosmic signs. The Second Coming is not a footnote to Christian belief. It is one of its central pillars. Before we walk the road Jesus described in Matthew 24, we should be sure of where that road leads.
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​An Angel’s Promise on a Mountain
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The clearest and simplest statement of this promise comes not from Jesus’ own lips, but from two angels who stood beside His grieving disciples on the Mount of Olives, moments after they watched Him disappear into the sky.

Luke, who also wrote the book of Acts, records the scene this way:


“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”​[11]


I want to draw attention to three details in this passage that matter a great deal for everything that follows in this book.

First, the messengers call Him “this same Jesus.” Not a spirit. Not a symbol. Not a metaphor for some vague spiritual awakening. The same Jesus who ate fish with His disciples after the resurrection, who showed Thomas the wounds in His hands, who walked and talked and taught on the road to Emmaus — that same Person is coming back.

Second, they say He will come “in like manner as ye have seen him go.” He went up visibly, bodily, and in the sight of witnesses. The angels are telling the disciples, in effect: expect the same kind of event in reverse. Not a private appearance to a single mystic in a locked room, but something as public and unmistakable as what they had just watched with their own eyes.

Third, and perhaps most strikingly, notice what the angels do not do. They do not rebuke the disciples for hoping Christ would return. They rebuke them only for standing around staring at the sky instead of acting on that hope. There is a lesson buried in that rebuke that will matter throughout this book: the proper response to the promise of Christ’s return is not passive gazing, but faithful living. We will return to that theme often.
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