
  
    [image: cover]
  


   

 

 

THE DOORWAY OF PRAYER

 

Twelve Devotions on Intimacy, 
Waiting, and the Power of Prayer

 


    
      [image: A drawing of a person with her hands up

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
    

  

 

Steve Porter


  THE DOORWAY OF PRAYER
Twelve Devotions on Intimacy, Waiting, and the Power of Prayer

Copyright © 2026 by Steve Porter

All rights reserved.

This book may be copied, shared, and freely distributed in whole or in part, provided it is given away without charge and is not sold for financial gain. No modifications may be made to the content without written permission from the author.

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New King James Version® (NKJV). Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Additional Scripture quotations may be taken from:
(NLT), (TPT)

First Edition

Published by Deeper Life Press

For information, devotionals, and ministry resources, visit:
www.morningglorydevo.com

Printed in the United States of America


   

TABLE OF CONTENTS

 

INTRODUCTION ​

Chapter 1: WHEN THE PRAYER ROOM GROWS QUIET The Whisper That Calls Us Back to Intimacy ​

Chapter 2: CONFIDENCE IN PRAYER 
Ask, Seek, Knock—And Stay Near His Heart ​

Chapter 3: THE HOLY PURPOSE OF DELAY
When Waiting Becomes God’s Hidden Mercy ​

Chapter 4: THE WAR ROOM OF TEARS
Intercession That Breaks Chains and Brings Prodigals Home ​

Chapter 5: THE AFTERGLOW OF PRAYER
arrying His Presence Into the Day ​

Chapter 6: DANIEL’S WINDOW OF PRAYER
The Habit That Refuses to Close ​

Chapter 7: KNEELING BEFORE THE LORD
The Posture That Softens the Soul and Wins the Battle ​

Chapter 8: WHEN HEAVEN SEEMS QUIET
Learning Stillness, Trust, and Patient Faith ​

Chapter 9: WHISPERS IN THE NIGHT
A Feast With the Beloved in the Night Seasons ​

Chapter 10: SOWING INTO THE SPIRIT
The Secret Place Seed That Produces Lasting Anointing ​

Chapter 11: 18 MINUTES WITH GOD
Redeeming the Small Moments That Change a Life ​

Chapter 12: THE DOOR IS STILL OPEN
Redeeming a Life of Communion, One Return at a Time ​

A FINAL WORD TO THOSE WHO PRAY ​

SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE ​


   


    
      [image: ]
    

  

INTRODUCTION

 

I didn’t originally plan to write a book on prayer.

These writings started as individual devotions. I was simply sharing what the Lord had been putting on my heart — things I was learning, things I was being reminded of, and sometimes things others were struggling through. Over time, people kept responding to them. They would say, “This helped me,” or, “This is exactly where I am right now.” Eventually I realized these messages all had a common thread.

Prayer.

Not prayer as a theory. Not prayer as a formula. Just real life with God — the waiting, the questions, the quiet days, the moments when His presence feels close, and the times when it feels like you’re praying and nothing is moving.

If you’ve walked with the Lord for any length of time, you already know that prayer isn’t always dramatic. Most of it happens in ordinary moments. A chair in the corner of the room. A few minutes before the day starts. A whispered prayer while carrying a burden you don’t know how to fix.

There are also seasons when prayer feels harder than it used to. Life gets busy. The mind gets crowded. You don’t stop loving God, but you realize you’ve been rushing more than lingering. I think a lot of believers quietly go through that, even if we don’t talk about it much.

This book comes out of that reality.

These twelve devotions aren’t meant to be a deep theological study. They are simply invitations to slow down and step back into a living prayer life. Some chapters talk about confidence. Some talk about delay. Some talk about tears and intercession. Others are about the quiet habits that keep us close to the Lord over the long haul.

I’ve learned that prayer is less about saying the right words and more about showing up. God meets people who come honestly, even when they don’t feel strong or spiritual.

If you read this book slowly, I think you’ll get more out of it. Take one devotion at a time. Stop and pray when something connects with your heart. There’s no need to hurry.

My hope is simple. I hope these pages help you rediscover the doorway of prayer — not as pressure, but as invitation. Not as performance, but as relationship.

Wherever you are right now in your walk with God, the door is still open.
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​Chapter 1
WHEN THE PRAYER ROOM GROWS QUIET
The Whisper That Calls Us Back to Intimacy

“And you will seek Me and find Me, 
when you search for Me with all your heart.”

— Jeremiah 29:13 (NKJV)

Spiritual apathy rarely announces itself. It slips in quietly, as life grows full.

 

David Wilkerson once spoke of a season when life was good.

A loving church.

A steady routine.

Enough provision to be comfortable.

Nothing was broken.

 

And yet—something was missing.

 

He admitted something that many sincere Christians quietly experience:

his Bible reading had become functional.

Useful.

Practical.

 

He read to prepare.

To stay faithful.

To keep moving forward.

 

But not always to linger.

 

And one day, he found himself praying words that changed everything:

 

“Lord, I’m not looking for a word for a sermon.

I’m looking for Your heart.”

 

That prayer was not the cry of a burned-out leader.

It was the hunger of a normal believer who realized that Christianity can continue without intimacy— but it cannot thrive.

 

Wilkerson learned prayer as a boy.

His father used to say to him,

 

“David, there are only twenty-four hours in a day.

That’s all Elijah had—and he prayed.

You can pray like Elijah.

God always makes a way for men of prayer.”

 

That truth is not reserved for preachers.

 

It is for mothers and fathers.

Teenagers and retirees.

Factory workers and office employees.

Anyone who desires more than a surface walk with God.

 

Wilkerson discovered something important:

when you truly decide to seek God, distractions increase.

 

Not sinful things.

Ordinary things.

 

Phone calls.

Schedules.

Responsibilities.

 

Life itself begins to press harder—not because prayer is wrong, but because it matters.

 

So he found a place.

A quiet place.

A place where God could meet him.

 

Not for a day.

Not for a quick devotion.

 

For weeks.

 

He said, “Lord, I’m fixing my heart.

I’m not satisfied with a normal Christianity.”

 

Beloved, that sentence alone explains the difference between knowing about God and knowing God.

 

Later, Wilkerson shared words spoken to him by Leonard Ravenhill—words that shook entire congregations:

 

“I’ll tell you what the real problem in the Church of Jesus Christ is— people don’t pray.”

 

Those words were not spoken in anger.

They were spoken in grief.

 

Ravenhill said when he preached that message, altars filled.

Ordinary believers came forward confessing, “I haven’t prayed in months.”

 

Some admitted they no longer expected answers.

Not because God had changed— but because waiting had become unfamiliar.

 

Over time, prayer had been replaced with noise.

 

Television.

Endless updates.

Constant connection.

 

Wilkerson later looked at the modern Church and said plainly:

 

“You are spending more time with technology than with the Holy Spirit.”

 

Not because technology is evil— but because it is loud.

 

And loud things slowly crowd out the still, small voice.

 

Beloved, this is not about guilt.

It is about hunger.

 

A full schedule can starve the soul.

A busy mind can silence prayer.

 

You may still attend church.

Still read Scripture.

Still believe all the right things.

 

Yet something inside quietly whispers, “There must be more than this.”

 

That whisper is not dissatisfaction.

It is invitation.

 

Wilkerson said revival did not come because he was gifted.

It came because he returned to the place he had left.

 

Years later, walking through the brokenness of Times Square, the Holy Spirit whispered to him,

 

“Go back and seek My face the way you did in the beginning.”

 

The same whisper is moving through the Church today.

 

Not calling us to do more— but to return.

 

Because prayer is not preparation for the Christian life.

Prayer is the Christian life.

 

Dear one, let me ask you gently—

 

When was the last time you prayed

without rushing?

Without multitasking?

Without needing something immediately?

 

When was the last time you sat with God simply because you missed Him?

 

If prayer has grown thin,

if silence feels awkward,

if your heart feels crowded—

 

this is not condemnation.

This is mercy knocking.

 

Right now, whisper this prayer:

 

“Lord, I return.

I’ve been faithful—but hurried.

Busy—but distant.

Teach me to linger again.

Clear the noise from my heart.

I want Your presence more than productivity.”

 

Beloved, the prayer room is still open.

And the Father is still waiting.
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​Chapter 2
CONFIDENCE IN PRAYER
Ask, Seek, Knock—And Stay Near His Heart

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”

—Matthew 7:7 (NKJV)

“And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”

—1 John 5:14 (NKJV)

Beloved, there are seasons when prayer feels like speaking into the dark.

 

You kneel.

You whisper.

You wait.

 

And the sky does not split open.

 

The situation does not shift.

The pain does not immediately lift.

The answer does not arrive wrapped in clarity.

 

In those quiet stretches, the heart can begin to ache with questions.

 

“Did I miss You, Lord?”

“Are You displeased with me?”

“Do You even hear?”

 

Some will never admit it aloud, but deep within, frustration begins to form. Not rebellion — just weariness. Not unbelief — just confusion.

 

We expected movement. We expected breakthrough. We expected a visible sign that something was happening.

 

But instead, there is silence.

 

And silence can feel like distance.

 

Yet silence is not absence.

 

When Jesus spoke the words, “Ask… seek… knock,” He was not giving us a formula. He was describing a rhythm of relationship.

 

The language He used carries a steady motion — keep asking, keep seeking, keep knocking. Not as a frantic repetition, but as a posture of persistence.

 

A child does not stop speaking to his father because the answer did not come in five minutes.

 

He remains.

 

That is what confidence in prayer looks like.

 

It is not loud.

It is not dramatic.

It is steady.

 

Many of us were taught to pray quickly and move on. “Lord, fix this.” “Lord, open that door.” “Lord, remove this pain.” And when nothing shifts immediately, we quietly withdraw.

 

But prayer was never meant to be a drive-through request window.

 

It is communion.

 

Asking is the honest expression of need.

Seeking is leaning in to understand His heart.

Knocking is refusing to walk away from His presence.

 

Sometimes we are not waiting on God to move. Sometimes He is inviting us to remain.

 

And here is the sacred anchor of it all: He is your Father.

 

Not a distant force.

Not a reluctant ruler.

Father.

 

When Jesus said, “Your Father who is in heaven,” He was revealing intimacy. Confidence in prayer begins not with perfect faith, but with secure relationship.

 

A child who knows he is loved approaches differently.

 

Through Jesus, you have access. The blood of Christ did not merely forgive your sin; it opened the way. You are not shouting across a chasm. You are stepping into a throne room where you are already welcomed.

 

That changes how you pray.

 

Now, here is something that must be settled in the heart: every answer your Father gives is good.

 

Good does not always mean easy.

Good does not always mean immediate.

Good does not always mean what we imagined.

 

There are times we ask for what looks like bread, but the Father sees further than we do. He sees the unseen threads. He
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