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The mama called the doctor. The doctor said,

"NO MORE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED!"

FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED... AND INTO PRINT!

I grew up with books. As a preschooler, a favorite time of day was when my parents would come home from work, relax on the couch, and read picture books to me. At an early age, I realized the necessity of learning to read when, as a punishment for accidentally locking my parents out of their bedroom, I had to go without story-time for a week! It was agony! Worse than a spanking! After that I often dreamed I could read all by myself: picture books, entire newspapers, my father's mysteries ... but always when I woke up, I still could not unlock the code of reading. Despite this setback, I became a full-fledged bookworm at an early age.

I continued the story-time tradition with my own daughter, Heather. We went to the library once or twice a week. We read before naptime and bedtime and times in between. What an education for a graphic designer/illustrator/photographer like myself who was hoping to learn the craft of creating picture books!

Heather introduced me to two Five Little Monkey rhymes when she was in preschool: "Five little monkeys jumping on the bed..." and "Five little monkeys sitting in a tree, teasing Mr. Crocodile..." I immediately thought they were wonderful material for a picture book, but since I was working on other stories, I tucked them away for a future project.

My first book, Henry and the Red Stripes, was published in 1982. My daughter was nine. Five years and several books later, I pulled out the monkey rhymes and tackled the problem of transforming them into 32-page picture books. As I drew and made dummies for the "jumping on the bed" rhyme, the monkeys took on a life of their own.

I read one of my dummies to a kindergarten class. I was astonished! The kids took over "reading" the book (they knew the rhyme); all I had to do was turn the pages. And the surprise ending was a big hit! That day the monkeys made their debut and it boded well for their enthusiastic acceptance by children around the world.

Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed was published a year later, in 1989, and met with instant success. Children loved the monkeys' antics! The book received critical success as well. Booklist described the book as "pure silliness—just the kind kids like." The monkeys were a hit. Five Little Monkeys Sitting in a Tree followed a few years later.

Many books—Letters from a Desperate Dog, VOTE!, Where's the Big Bad Wolf?, The Great Pig Search—and many years later, the little monkeys and their harried mama continue to insert themselves into my work: I might start a project with one character in mind and before I know it the five little monkeys and their lively antics have taken over. The result? To date there are seven books about the five little monkeys, the first five of which appear in this treasury.

I should also give credit for some of these stories to the schoolchildren I've visited with around the country. My program at schools always includes a group effort at developing a story. I draw while the kids come up with ideas—often about the monkeys. Five Little Monkeys Wash the Car and Five Little Monkeys with Nothing to Do were inspired by requests for a story about monkeys and cars. I know: Five Little Monkeys with Nothing to Do isn't about a car! But over the years I've found my stories develop in the most circuitous ways.

—Eileen Christelow






[image: [Image]]
 






[image: [Image]]
 

FIVE Little MONKEYS jumping on the bed
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It was bedtime. So five little monkeys took a bath.
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Five little monkeys put on their pajamas.
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Five little monkeys brushed their teeth.
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Five little monkeys said good night to their mama.
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Then ... five little monkeys jumped on the bed!
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One fell off and bumped his head.
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The mama called the doctor. The doctor said,
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"No more monkeys jumping on the bed!"
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So four little monkeys...
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...jumped on the bed.
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One fell off and bumped his head.
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The mama called the doctor. The doctor said,
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"No more monkeys jumping on the bed!"
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So three little monkeys jumped on the bed.
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One fell off and bumped her head.
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The mama called the doctor. The doctor said,
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"No more monkeys jumping on the bed!"
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So two little monkeys jumped on the bed
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One fell off and bumped his head.
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The mama called the doctor. The doctor said,
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"No more monkeys jumping on the bed!"
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So one little monkey jumped on the bed.
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She fell off and bumped her head.
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The mama called the doctor. The doctor said,
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"NO MORE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED!"
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So five little monkeys fell fast asleep.

"Thank goodness!" said the mama.
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"Now I can go to bed!"
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FIVE Little MONKEYS sitting in a tree
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Five little monkeys and their mama walk down to the river for a picnic supper.
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Mama spreads out a blanket and settles down for a snooze...

...while five little monkeys climb a tree to watch Mr. Crocodile.
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Five little monkeys, sitting in a tree, tease Mr. Crocodile, "Can't catch me!"

Along comes Mr. Crocodile...
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SNAP!




[image: [Image]]
 



Oh, no! Where is she?
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Four little monkeys, sitting in a tree, tease Mr. Crocodile, "Can't catch me!" Along comes Mr. Crocodile...
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SNAP!
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Oh, no! Where is he?
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Three little monkeys, sitting in a tree, tease Mr. Crocodile, "Can't catch me!" Along comes Mr. Crocodile...
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SNAP!
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Oh, no! Where is he?
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Two little monkeys, sitting in a tree, tease Mr. Crocodile, "Can't catch me!" Along comes Mr. Crocodile...
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SNAP!
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Oh, no! Where is she?

Now there's only one little monkey, sitting in the tree, teasing Mr. Crocodile, "Can't catch me!" Along comes Mr. Crocodile...
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SNAP!
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Oh, no! There are no little monkeys sitting in the tree. But, wait! Look!
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1 2 3 4 5

Five little monkeys, sitting in the tree!
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Their mama hugs them.
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Their mama scolds them.

"Never tease a crocodile.

It's not nice—and it's dangerous."
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Then five little monkeys and their mama eat a delicious picnic supper.
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And they do not tease Mr. Crocodile again!
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FIVE Little MONKEYS with nothing to do
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It is summer. There is no school. Five little monkeys tell their mama, "We're bored. There is nothing to do!"

"Oh yes there is," says Mama. "Grandma Bessie is coming for lunch, and the house must be neat and clean.
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"So ... you can pick up your room."
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Five little monkeys pick up and pick up and pick up...

... until everything is put away.
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"Good job!" says Mama.

"But we're bored again," say five little monkeys. "There is nothing to do!"

"Oh yes there is," says Mama. "You can scrub the bathroom. The house must be neat and clean for Grandma Bessie."
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So five little monkeys scrub and scrub and scrub until the bathroom shines.
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"Good job!" says Mama.

"But we're bored again," say five little monkeys. "There is nothing to do!"

"Oh yes there is," says Mama. "You can beat the dirt out of these rugs. The house must be neat and clean for Grandma Bessie."
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Five little monkeys beat and beat and beat the rugs until there is not a speck of dirt left.
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"Good job!" says Mama.

"But we're bored again," say five little monkeys. "There is nothing to do!"

"Oh yes there is," says Mama. "You can pick some berries down by the swamp. Grandma Bessie loves berries for dessert."
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Five little monkeys run down to the muddy, muddy swamp.

They pick and pick and pick berries until Mama calls, "It's time to come home!"
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Five little monkeys run inside
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Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed was published a year
later, in 1989, and met with instant success. Children loved the mon-
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described the book as *pure silliness—just the kind kids like.” The
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Many books—Letters from a Desperate Dog, VOTE, Where' the _
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FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED . . .
AND INTO PRINT!

Tgrew up with books. As a preschooler, a favorite time of day was
‘when my parents would come home from work, relax on the couch,
‘and read picture books to me. At an early age, I realized the necessity.
of learning to read when, as a punishment for accidentally locking my
parents out of their bedroom, I had to go without story-time for a
week! It was agony! Worse than a spanking! After that I often
dreamed I could read all by myself: picture books, entire newspapers,
my father's mysteries ... but always when I woke up, I still could not
unlock the code of reading. Despite this setback, | became a full-
fledged bookworm at an early age.

I continued the story-time tradition with my own daughter,
Heather. We went to the library once or twice a week. We read before.
‘naptime and bedtime and times in between. What an education for a.
‘graphic designerllustrator/photographer like myself who was hoping
0 learn the craft of creating picture books!

Heather introduced me to two Five Little Monkey rhymes when
she was in preschool: “Fite little monkeys jumping on the bed
and “Five little monkeys sitting in a tree, teasing Mr. Crocodile
Timmediately thought they were wonderful material for a picture
book, but since I was working on other stories, I tucked them away
fora future project.

My first book, Henry and the Red Stripes, was published in 1982.
My daughter was nine. Five years and several books lter, I pulled out
the monkey rhymes and tackled the problem of transforming them
into 32page picture books. As I drew and made dummies for the
“jumping on the bed® rhyme, the monkeys took on a life of their own.
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FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED . . .
AND INTO PRINT!

Tgrew up with books. As a preschooler, a favorite time of day was
‘when my parents would come home from work, relax on the couch,
‘and read picture books to me. At an early age, I realized the necessity.
of learning to read when, as a punishment for accidentally locking my
parents out of their bedroom, I had to go without story-time for a
week! It was agony! Worse than a spanking! After that I often
dreamed I could read all by myself: picture books, entire newspapers,
my father's mysteries ... but always when I woke up, I still could not
unlock the code of reading. Despite this setback, | became a full-
fledged bookworm at an early age.

I continued the story-time tradition with my own daughter,
Heather. We went to the library once or twice a week. We read before.
‘naptime and bedtime and times in between. What an education for a.
‘graphic designerillustrator/photographer like myself who was hoj
0 learn the craft of creating picture books!

Heather introduced me to two Five Little Monkey rhymes when
she was in preschool: “Five little monkeys jumping on the bed ... "
and “Five little monkeys sitting in a tree, teasing Mr. Crocodile
Timmediately thought they were wonderful material for a picture
book, but since I was working on other stories, I tucked them away
fora future project.

My first book, Henry and the Red Stripes, was published in 1982.
My daughter was nine. Five years and several books lter, I pulled out
the monkey rhymes and tackled the problem of transforming them
into 32page picture books. As I drew and made dummies for the
“jumping on the bed® rhyme, the monkeys took on a life of their own.

“NO MORE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED!”

I read one of my dumimies to a Kindergarten class. [ was aston-
ished! The kids took over *reading’” the book (they knew the rhyme);
all 1had to do was tur the pages. And the surprise ending was a big
hit! That day the monkeys made their debut and it boded well for
their enthusiastic acceptance by children around the world

Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed was published a year
later, in 1989, and met with instant success. Children loved the mon-
Keys’ antics! The book received critical success as well. Booklist
described the book as *pure silliness—just the kind kids like.” The
monkeys were a hit. Five Little Monkeys Sitting in a Tree followed
afew yearslater

Many books—Letters from a Desperate Dog, VOTE, Where' the _
‘Big Bad Wolf?, The Great Pig Search—and wany years later, the lit-
tle monkeys and their harried mama continue to insert themselves
into my work: I might starta project with one character in mind and
before I know it the five litle monkeys and theirlively antics have
taken over. The result? To date there are seven books about the five
litle monkeys, the first. ive of which appear in this treasury.

1 should also give eredit for some of these stories t0 the school-
ehildren I've visited with around the country. My program at schools
always includes a group effort at developing a story. | draw while the
kids come up with ideas—often about the monkeys. Five Little
Monkeys Wash the Car and Five Little Monkeys with Nothing to Do
‘were inspired by requests for a story about monkeys and cars. |
Know: Five Litle Monkeys with Nothing to Do isn'tabout car! But
over the years I've found my stories develop in the most circuitous
ways.

—Eileen Christelow
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Their mama scolds them.
“Never tease a crocodile.
It's not nice—and it's dangerous.”
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So five little monkeys scrub and scrub,
and scrub until the bathroom shines.
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“Good job!" says Mama.
“But we're bored again,”

say five lttle monkeys.

“There is nothing to do!”
“Oh yes there is,

“You can beat the dirt out of these rugs.

‘The house must be neat and clean

for Grandma Bessie.”
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And they do not tease Mr. Crocodile again!
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Then five little monkeys and their mama

cat a delicious picnic supper.
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34

Five little monkeys, sitting in the tree!
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Oh, no! Where is he?
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Two little monkeys, sitting in a tree,
tease Mr. Crocodile, “Can’t catch me!”
Along comes Mr. Crocodile
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Oh, no! There are no little monkeys
sitting in the tree. But, wait! Look!
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Now there’s only one little
monkey, sitting in the tree,
teasing Mr. Crocodile,
“Can’t catch me!”

Along comes Mr. Crocodile
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Five little monkeys said good night to their mama.
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tease Mr. Crocodile, “Can't catch me!”
Along comes Mr. Crocodile .






