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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen

I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student and I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I live in Vancouver, Canada where I teach privately. I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed the CELTA and DELTA teaching certification programs. You can find me here: 

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.ca/eslspeaking)

Facebook (www.facebook.com/eslspeaking)

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

Get even more things ESL teaching, delivered straight to your inbox: (www.eslspeaking.org/subscribe). You might also love these resources (also by Jackie Bolen). You can find them wherever you like to buy books: 


−  39 No-Prep/Low-Prep ESL Speaking Activities

−  ESL/EFL Teaching Practice and Methodology

−  Great Debates for ESL/EFL



​How to Use this Book

These conversation lessons are designed for teenagers, university students, or adults. They do assume a basic knowledge of English grammar and vocabulary.

The main purpose of these lessons is to get students talking about a certain topic and can be used for classes of 30 minutes to two hours. There are 47 different topics in total and each lesson includes the following:


−  warm-up question

−  vocabulary challenge

−  idioms and phrases related to the topic

−  conversation questions

−  writing prompts suitable for class time or homework


For smaller classes of less than three students, it's possible to work through each lesson together as a class. It's also possible to use these conversation lessons for 1-1 or private tutoring. However, for larger classes of four or more, I recommend putting students into pairs and letting them work through the lesson together to make classes more student-centered. 
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​Age and Aging
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Warm-Up 

What's been the best age in your life? Why?

Vocabulary Challenge

o e l s d t — the opposite of youngest

i d c i l f u f t — not easy

o m m e y r — something remembered from the past

i m e a r d r — husband + wife (or husband + husband, wife + wife)

e d r i e f n t f — not the same

Idioms and Phrases 

settle down, retirement home, act her age, getting on in years, of age

I'm moving into a _____.

His mom wants him to _____ and have kids. 

She can vote now that she's _____.

Her dad told her to grow up and _____.

He's ______ so has to be careful about what he eats.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: oldest, difficult, memory, married, different 

Idioms and phrases: retirement home, settle down, of age, act her age, getting on in years

Let's Talk!

	What is the best age to be? Why?

	What is the most difficult age? Why?

	Who is the oldest person you know?

	Is age important to you?

	Can people of different ages be friends?

	Are you friends with someone much older or younger?

	What's your earliest memory? 

	What's a good age to get married? 

	Should you have to write your age on a resume? 

	Will you live to be 100? 


Writing Prompts

A. Think about getting older. What are some things you're excited about? What are some things that you're not excited about?

B. What is a good memory from elementary or middle school? 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Animals
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Warm-Up 

Do you like animals? Which ones?

Vocabulary Challenge

h s a k r — a kind of animal that lives in the ocean

k s n e a  —a kind of animal that is long and thin

i n e t x c t — when there are no more of that living thing left on Earth

o z o — a place you can see animals

l a e t n r t a i e v —another choice or option

Idioms and Phrases

factory farms, plant-based, one-trick pony, the cat's meow, cold turkey

Have you tried any _____ meats yet?

I love that new TV show so much. It's just _____.

My brother quit smoking _____.

I prefer to not eat meat that is raised on _____.

My uncle is a _____. He always tells the same joke over and over again.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: shark, snake, extinct, zoo, alternative 

Idioms and phrases: plant-based, the cat's meow, cold turkey, factory farms, one-trick pony

Let's Talk!

1. Do you have any pets? 

2. Did you have any pets when you were a kid?

3. Do you have a favorite animal? 

4. Are you afraid of any animals?

5. Why are people scared of sharks?

6. Have you seen any movies or read any books with animals in them? 

7. What do you think about zoos? 

8. Should people be allowed to eat wild animals like snakes, whales, etc.? 

9. Have you ever tried any of the alternative, plant-based meats like the Beyond Burger? What did you think? 

10. Are you worried about animals becoming extinct?  

Writing Prompts

A. Zoos should be closed. Do you agree or disagree with this? 

B. Would you ever consider a vegan or vegetarian diet? Why or why not? 
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​Appearance
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Warm-Up 

Think about getting ready for work or school. What are five things that you do? (example: brush teeth)

Vocabulary Challenge

e p i r d u c e —beauty treatment for the feet

a m n c i u e r —beauty treatment for the hands

a w i x n g — one way to remove hair

e m k u a p —what people wear on their face (mostly women)

c t o l e h s — what people wear on their bodies

Idioms and Phrases

haircut, job application, dressed to kill, like a million bucks, five o'clock shadow

Fingers crossed! I just mailed off my _____.

She looks _____ after her vacation.

I have an appointment for a _____ at 3:00 today.

He was _____ for his work Christmas party.

My husband has a ______ when he gets home from work.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: pedicure, manicure, waxing, makeup, clothes 

Idioms and phrases: job application, like a million bucks, haircut, dressed to kill, five o'clock shadow

Let's Talk

	How often do you get your hair cut?

	How much money do you spend on a haircut? 

	Have you ever had a pedicure or manicure?

	What do you think about waxing? Have you ever done it? 

	What kinds of clothes do you like?

	Do you have a favorite piece of clothing?

	How much money do you spend on clothes and shoes each month?

	What do you think about young girls wearing makeup?

	What about makeup for men?

	What do you think about photos on job applications? 


Writing Prompts

A. You can't judge a book by the cover. What does this mean? 

B. Describe your style. 
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​Around the Neighborhood
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Warm-Up 

Are you happy with where you live? Why or why not.

Vocabulary Challenge

a f o m s u —something or someone popular

e r n s t u t r a a — a place to eat outside the home

s h e o u — where people live

e w k d e n e — Saturday and Sunday

e n h r g i o b s — people that live near you

Idioms and Phrases

public transportation, city slicker, concrete jungle, grow up, middle of nowhere

My brother is a _____. He never wants to go camping.

I hated taking _____ so I bought a car.

He didn't _____ here.

That place was in the _____. I had to keep driving and driving! 

New York is mostly a _____, except for Central Park.

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: famous, restaurant, house, weekend, neighbors 

Idioms and phrases: city slicker, public transportation, grow up, middle of nowhere, concrete jungle

Let's Talk!

	What do you like about where you live?

	What do you not like about where you live?

	Are there any famous things near you? 

	What do you like to do on the weekend?

	What are some good restaurants near your house?

	If you want to get a cheap and quick lunch, where do you go? 

	Do you need a car to get around? 

	What are five adjectives to describe your neighborhood (busy, quiet, etc.)?

	Do you know your neighbors? What are they like? 

	How's the nightlife (clubs and bars) in your city? 


Writing Prompts

A. Describe where you live.

B. Compare your neighborhood with another one in your city. 
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​Birthdays
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Warm-Up 

Are birthdays important to you? Why or why not?

Vocabulary Challenge

e c e l e r t b a — to have a party or other special event for a significant occasion

u s r r e p s i — something unexpected

o s o c l h — a place where people study

r o g a z i e n — to plan

n e s x i p e v e — not cheap

Idioms and Phrases

surprise party, birthday party, family members, blow out the candles, party animal

My _____ was much smaller than usual due to Covid-19.

My friend is a _____. He usually goes out most nights of the week.

What do you think about throwing a _____ for Tim's birthday this year?

_____ and make a wish! 

I like to have all my extended _____ at my birthday parties. 

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: celebrate, surprise, school, organize, expensive 

Idioms and phrases: birthday party, party animal, surprise party, blow out the candles, family members 

Let's Talk!

	How are birthdays celebrated in your country?

	Have you ever been to a surprise party? Or organized one? 

	Have you ever forgotten an important birthday? 

	Do you have a memorable past birthday?

	Are birthdays in your family important? What about at school?

	What do you think about expensive birthday parties for kids (1-5 years old)? 

	Do you think turning 40 is exciting or sad? (or some other word!)

	What are some good birthday presents?

	How much do you spend on a birthday present for a family member?

	What do you think about birthday cards? Nice, or a waste of money?


Writing Prompts

A. Talk about a memorable birthday that you can remember. 

B. What is the best way to spend your birthday? 
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​Books
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Warm-Up 

How often do you read books? 

Vocabulary Challenge

i l a r y r b — a place where you can borrow books

e g r n e — a type of book, movie, TV show, music, etc.

i f t c o i n — a made-up story

h m t o n — January, March, and July are examples

u r a o h t —a person who writes books

Idioms and Phrases

non-fiction, watching TV, book signing, closed book, bad books

Last year, I went to a _____ event and met my favorite author.

I generally prefer reading _____ books to fiction ones.

He's such a _____. I find him very hard to get to know! 

I spent way too much time _____.

Don't get in Santa's _____ or you won't get any presents this year! 

Answers

Vocabulary challenge: library, genre, fiction, month, author 

Idioms and phrases: book signing, non-fiction, closed book, watching TV, bad books 

Let's Talk!

	On average, how many books do you read in a month?

	Do you buy books or use the library?

	Do you like fiction or non-fiction books? 

	What is your favorite genre of books?

	Do you like watching TV or movies more than reading books? 

	Have you ever been part of a book club?  

	Have you ever been to a book signing event or met an author? 

	Have you ever thought about writing a book? What about? 

	What do you think about books made into movies? Which is usually better? 

	Did you have any favorite books from when you were a kid? 


Writing Prompts

A. Write about a memorable book. Why did you like it (or not like it)? 

B. How do you choose a book to read?
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