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Prologue
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Have you ever looked up at the night sky and wondered what it would be like to live on another planet? Elon Musk did. As a kid, he wasn’t just curious—he was obsessed with space, technology, and the future. He read book after book, imagined wild inventions, and dreamed of building rockets that could take people to Mars.

But Elon wasn’t just a dreamer—he was a doer. He didn’t wait for the future to happen; he set out to create it. From coding his first computer game at 12 years old to launching electric cars, reusable rockets, and even satellites that beam internet from space, Elon has spent his life turning impossible ideas into reality.

Of course, his journey wasn’t easy. He faced failures, setbacks, and plenty of people who told him his ideas would never work. But instead of giving up, he kept going, learning from every mistake and pushing forward. Today, he’s one of the most famous inventors and entrepreneurs in the world—a man determined to take humanity to Mars and beyond.

So, what makes Elon Musk tick? How did he go from a curious kid to a world-changing innovator? And what can you learn from his story?

Get ready to find out!
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Chapter 1: Meet Elon Musk: The Big Dreamer
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Elon Musk is a man who dreams big—so big that his ideas sometimes sound like something out of a science fiction movie. But what makes him different is that he doesn’t just dream; he works incredibly hard to turn his wild ideas into reality. Born in South Africa in 1971, Elon was a curious kid who loved reading books and learning about new things. He taught himself to program computers at the age of 12 and even made a video game that he sold for $500! This early passion for technology showed that Elon wasn’t just dreaming for the fun of it—he wanted to build things that could change the world. His big imagination and drive would lead him to create companies that are now known all around the globe.

Elon moved to Canada when he was 17 to start his journey toward achieving his dreams. He later attended the University of Pennsylvania in the United States, where he studied physics and economics because he believed understanding both science and money would help him change the world. Even back then, he was thinking about how to make life better for everyone, from finding new energy sources to making humans a multi-planetary species. Unlike most people who are satisfied with just one big goal, Elon wanted to do it all—he wanted to revolutionize the internet, transportation, space travel, and energy all at once. His ambition was enormous, but he was ready to work harder than anyone else to make it all happen.

One of his first big successes was PayPal, an online payment company that changed how people buy things on the internet. He started it because he believed that money should be easy to send to anyone, anywhere in the world. When PayPal was sold for a lot of money, Elon could have retired as a rich man, but he wasn’t interested in relaxing. He took the money and started investing it into even bigger dreams. That’s when he founded SpaceX, a company with the goal of making space travel affordable so that humans could live on other planets one day. Most people thought this idea was crazy. After all, rockets were something only huge governments could afford to build. But Elon didn’t listen to the critics. He put almost all his money into SpaceX, even when his rockets kept exploding during tests. He was determined to figure it out, and after many tries, SpaceX became the first private company to send a spacecraft to the International Space Station. This was a huge deal because it showed that regular companies—not just governments—could explore space.

Elon’s big dreams didn’t stop at space travel. He also wanted to make Earth a cleaner place to live. That’s why he became the boss of Tesla, a company that makes electric cars. Most people thought electric cars were slow and boring, but Elon wanted to prove them wrong. He made sure Tesla’s cars were fast, cool-looking, and could drive long distances on a single charge. By doing this, he helped change the way people think about electric cars. He didn’t just want a few people to drive them; he wanted everyone to switch to electric to reduce pollution and fight climate change. To make this possible, Tesla also started building giant factories, called Gigafactories, to make batteries and cars faster and cheaper. Elon even made Tesla’s technology free for other car companies to use because he believed that helping the planet was more important than making money.

But Elon wasn’t done yet. He wanted to solve traffic jams too. In big cities, people waste a lot of time stuck in traffic, so he started The Boring Company to build tunnels underground for fast travel. His idea was to have electric pods zoom through these tunnels, helping people get to places much faster. The Boring Company’s name is a joke because “boring” means digging tunnels, but it also sounds like “not exciting,” which is funny because Elon’s ideas are anything but boring!

Another one of Elon’s big dreams is Neuralink, a company working to connect human brains to computers. This sounds like something out of a superhero movie, but Elon believes it could help people with serious medical problems, like those who can’t move or talk. He imagines a future where humans can use their minds to control devices or even talk to each other without speaking. While this idea is still in the early stages, Elon’s team is already testing it on animals and hopes to help humans soon.

Through all these projects, what makes Elon Musk stand out is his belief that big problems need even bigger solutions. He doesn’t get scared when things go wrong, even when it costs millions of dollars. Instead, he learns from mistakes and keeps pushing forward. Some people think he takes too many risks, but Elon believes that trying and failing is better than never trying at all. His way of thinking has inspired a lot of people to dream big and not give up, no matter how hard things get.

Elon Musk’s story shows that being a big dreamer isn’t just about having crazy ideas; it’s about being brave enough to chase them, even when the whole world says it’s impossible. Whether it’s rockets landing back on Earth by themselves, cars driving without a driver, or plans to build a city on Mars, Elon keeps pushing the limits of what’s possible. For him, the sky isn’t the limit—it's just the beginning.
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Chapter 2: A Curious Kid Who Loved to Read
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Elon Musk’s journey as a big dreamer started long before he was launching rockets or building electric cars. It all began when he was a young boy growing up in South Africa who absolutely loved to read. Unlike most kids his age, who spent their days playing outside, Elon was often found with his nose buried deep in a book. His curiosity seemed endless, and books became his way of exploring the world, uncovering how things worked, and dreaming about what the future could be like. From science fiction stories about space adventures to complicated books about engineering and technology, Elon devoured everything he could find. His love for reading was so intense that he sometimes read for ten hours a day! By the time he was just nine years old, he had already read through the entire Encyclopedia Britannica. Imagine reading all those big books filled with facts about every topic under the sun—most kids might find that boring, but for Elon, it was thrilling.

Reading didn’t just make Elon smart; it made him imagine new possibilities. One of his favorite book series was The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams, a funny science fiction story that explores space travel, technology, and the meaning of life. This book wasn’t just entertaining for Elon; it also taught him a valuable lesson that would shape his entire life: asking the right questions is just as important as finding the right answers. In the story, a supercomputer gives the answer to the ultimate question of life as the number 42, but nobody knows what the actual question is. This idea stuck with Elon and made him realize that solving big problems meant thinking about them in new ways and asking questions nobody else was asking. He started looking at the world differently, always searching for better questions and more interesting challenges to solve.

Elon’s love for reading also sparked his passion for space. He was fascinated by books about rockets, planets, and aliens. He even read Isaac Asimov’s Foundation series, which is about saving civilization by spreading humanity across different planets. This idea of becoming a multi-planetary species stayed with him. Even as a kid, he worried about what might happen if Earth faced a disaster—like an asteroid strike or an environmental collapse. The solution seemed clear to him: humans needed to explore and live on other planets. Most people might have just left this as a fun thought experiment, but for Elon, it was a challenge that he would one day try to solve for real.

Reading also helped Elon deal with some tough times in his childhood. School wasn’t easy for him. He was often bullied because he was smaller than other kids and because he was different. In one particularly scary incident, a group of boys pushed him down a staircase and beat him so badly that he ended up in the hospital. While most kids might have tried
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