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    CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE


    NIGERIAN WRITER


    
      	Born in Enugu (Nigeria) in 1977.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	Purple Hibiscus (2003), novel


          	Half of a Yellow Sun (2006), novel


          	We Should All Be Feminists (2014), essay

        

      

    


    Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a widely read Nigerian author and a feminist icon.


    Adichie grew up in Nsukka, Nigeria. She completed her studies in the United States, and she now divides her time between the two countries.


    Adichie’s work has been translated into over 30 languages. She has received various awards for her novels, including the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize: Best First Book for Purple Hibiscus and the National Book Critics Circle Award for Americanah. She is also a writer of short stories and non-fiction. Her TED talks The Danger of a Single Story (2009) and We Should All Be Feminists (2012) have been widely viewed and commented upon. The latter, which has been published as a book, has sparked a conversation about feminism. Indeed, feminism and the exploration of gender roles are also important parts of Adichie’s fiction. Other themes present in her writing include race, religion, love and Nigerian culture and history.

  


  
    AMERICANAH


    A LOVE STORY AND A SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS NOVEL ABOUT RACE


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Adichie, C. N. (2014) Americanah. New York: Anchor Books.


      	1st edition: 2013


      	Themes: love, race, immigration, home, gender, beauty

    


    Americanah is a multifaceted novel which tackles various social issues, including race, gender and immigration. Ifemelu, the novel’s protagonist, is a Nigerian who discovers a new identity, namely being black, in the United States. She shares her observations in the form of an anonymous blog about race. Adichie explores what it means to be black, a woman and an immigrant, among other things, through Ifemelu’s (and other characters’) experiences. The novel highlights differences between distinct marginalised groups, such as African immigrants and African-Americans, as well as the solidarity that exits between distinct groups.


    As well as being a socially conscious novel, Americanah is also a love story. Ifemelu and Obinze, the boyfriend from her youth, share a bond so strong that years spent on different continents with virtually no contact with each other, and other relationships they have had since their separation, cannot undo the love they share.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    LEAVING THE UNITED STATES


    Americanah is the story of two Nigerians, Ifemelu and Obinze. The novel begins with Ifemelu, who is about to leave the United States and go back to her home country, Nigeria, observing the environment she is preparing to leave behind. She has closed her successful blog about race as she prepares to begin her new life back home but keeps observing the people around her as she if she were collecting ideas for her blog. She goes to get her hair braided in an African hair salon and observes the women in the salon, and thinks about her life now, and back in Nigeria. Her thoughts drift to Obinze, her first love. She knows Obinze has become a successful businessman, is married and has a little daughter. Ifemelu and Obinze have had very little contact with each other since their relationship broke down, but they have thought of each other often.


    GROWING UP IN NIGERIA


    The narrative moves to describe Ifemelu’s youth in Nigeria. Her memories focus on important people in her life: her friends, her parents, Aunty Uju, who is the family member Ifemelu feels closest to, and, of course, Obinze. Ifemelu and Obinze meet at school and fall in love at a friend’s party. Their relationship is close and honest from the beginning. Ifemelu and Obinze feel that they understand each other and share a deep emotional bond. They also share common interests, such as reading books, although their tastes are not always the same. Obinze is particularly interested in American culture and literature, and dreams of living in the United States. After they finish school, Ifemelu and Obinze start studying at the University of Nsukka in Nigeria. Later, because their courses are disrupted by strikes, Ifemelu applies for, and succeeds in obtaining, a partial scholarship to study in America. She starts to prepare for her departure. She and Obinze agree that he will join her in America when he graduates.


    IFEMELU’S AMERICAN EXPERIENCE


    Ifemelu arrives in America and first spends the summer in Brooklyn with Aunty Uju, who has already been living in America for some years. She helps her aunt look after her cousin Dike, with whom Ifemelu becomes close. In the autumn Ifemelu starts studying in Philadelphia. She is initially excited to be in America, but she struggles to adapt to the local culture. Moreover, she cannot find work and worries about not being able to pay her rent. In desperation, she accepts an encounter of sexual nature (though no intercourse takes place) for a hundred dollars with a man she had initially contacted for a personal assistant position. After this Ifemelu becomes depressed and cuts contact with Obinze.


    Ifemelu’s friend Ginika helps her find work as a babysitter for a wealthy family. This ends her financial worries, and she starts to adapt better to life in the United States. Ifemelu begins a relationship with the cousin of her employer, Curt. She is happy with him, but as he is a wealthy white man, his background is very different from hers. Because of this, they do not always understand one another, but they learn from each other. Curt helps Ifemelu find work that allows her to receive her green card. They stay together for several years, but finally the relationship ends with Ifemelu’s infidelity. Soon after that, Ifemelu starts to write a blog on race in America, as observed by a non-American black woman. Her blog becomes very successful, which allows her financial freedom and a way to observe the identity of being black, an identity which she discovered in America.


    Ifemelu begins a new relationship, this time with an African-American professor, Blaine. She moves to New Haven to be with him. While Ifemelu and Blaine have the shared experience of being privileged, educated black individuals in America, they are also very different because of their dissimilar cultural backgrounds. She is happy with her life in America with Blaine but eventually feels the urge to go back home. Neither one of Ifemelu’s relationships in America were as close and as passionate as her relationship with Obinze.


    OBINZE’S BRITISH EXPERIENCE


    Obinze cannot fulfil his dream of living in America because his visa application is rejected in the post-9/11 circumstances. He moves to London instead. His visa expires, and he lives as an undocumented immigrant in England. His life in London is very different from what he is used to as a young man from an educated, middle-class background. He works odd jobs under someone else’s name and plans a sham wedding which would allow him to stay in England. However, when he is about to marry, he gets arrested and eventually deported back to Nigeria. Back in Nigeria Obinze becomes a successful businessman and marries a beautiful woman, but he does not feel entirely content with his new life.


    RECONNECTING WITH NIGERIA AND OBINZE


    Ifemelu’s plans to return home are delayed by Dike’s attempted suicide. Ifemelu rushes to be with her beloved cousin, who is now a teenager. Dike starts to recover and urges Ifemelu to go back home as she had planned. Later, Dike comes to visit his cousin in Nigeria. Upon her arrival in Lagos, Ifemelu finds both herself and Nigeria changed, but she eventually finds her place in her home country. She initially works at a women’s magazine, but finally quits her job and starts blogging again. This time, however, she writes on various subjects relevant to life in Lagos, as a blog about race would not work in Nigeria. Ifemelu has become a confident, independent woman who does not want to let her relationships or her employer define her. Ifemelu and Obinze reconnect and discover that they still love each other. After struggling with his sense of responsibility towards his family, Obinze leaves his wife to be with Ifemelu.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    IFEMELU


    Ifemelu is a Nigerian woman from Lagos. She moves to the United States to pursue her studies, and spends 13 years there before finally returning to Lagos. She is an independent, outspoken, intelligent woman who spends a great deal of her time observing the people around her. In America Ifemelu makes an interesting discovery: she is black. In Nigeria the colour of her skin was not an important part of her identity, as in her home country she is defined by her ethnicity and gender rather than race. In America, it seems that before being Igbo (her ethnic group in Nigeria) or even Nigerian, she is black. Ifemelu makes sense of this experience by writing a blog on race in America, as observed by a non-American black woman. She discovers that while there are many cultural differences between Africans and African-Americans, there is a shared experience of being marginalised, which calls for solidarity between black people, and understanding from white people. Ifemelu’s experiences regarding race can be observed through her romantic relationships. Ifemelu has three important relationships. Her first love, Obinze, is also Nigerian and Igbo. He is the love of her life, as she is his, although they both have other meaningful relationships. Her second major relationship is with Curt, who is American and white. He is the partner who is the most different from Ifemelu, but they have a loving relationship which lasts for several years. Ifemelu’s third relationship is with Blaine, an African-American man, who, obviously, is black like her, but from a different culture. These relationships and the other social interactions Ifemelu experiences change her and inspire her to reflect on her situation. She explores what it means to be black, Nigerian, an immigrant, middle-class, a woman and someone who has returned to her home country after living abroad for several years.


    OBINZE


    Obinze is a calm, kind and intelligent Nigerian man. He is well educated and has grown up in a middle-class environment. He has a close relationship with his mother, who is a university professor. Probably at least in part because of this, Obinze is always respectful towards women. Obinze and Ifemelu share a deep emotional bond which is not broken by years spent apart with virtually no contact with one another. As a boy and a young man, Obinze dreams of living in America, but he is not able to fulfil his dreams because he is unable to obtain a visa for the United States. He moves to England on a six-month research assistant visa. After his visa expires he lives a marginalised life as an undocumented immigrant, and he is eventually deported back to Nigeria, where he becomes a successful businessman. Obinze becomes disenchanted, more reserved and less optimistic as a result of his experiences, but at the core he remains the same kind and intelligent person he always was. When Ifemelu returns to Nigeria, she discovers that he is still the same man she fell in love with in her youth.


    CURT


    Curt is a privileged, wealthy, white American man. He is kind and handsome, and always ready to charm those around him. Curt is not always aware of the racial issues present in his society because he has never experienced them personally, but he is willing to learn. He represents a white person who can be blind to racism because of his lack of understanding and experience, but who also can be useful for the black community cause because of his empathy and willingness to listen to other people’s experiences. As a person with power, he can yield this power in favour of those who are marginalised if he is made aware of the issues. Ifemelu learns about American culture from Curt, and Curt learns about African culture and the experience of being black in America from Ifemelu. Still, sometimes Curt seems unable to fully understand Ifemelu, and she is sometimes irritated by this. Curt and Ifemelu spend several happy years together, and although Ifemelu has never felt the same sense of belonging together with Curt as she did with Obinze, she was able to imagine a future with him at one point. Ifemelu continues to value him after the end of their relationship, and even calls him to catch up years later when she is back in Nigeria.


    BLAINE


    Blaine is an African-American professor of political science at Yale. He is an intellectual and a man who is deeply driven by his ethical principles. Ifemelu admires these qualities in him, but sometimes she finds that their cultural differences make them look at the world in different ways. For example, when a white woman asks to touch Ifemelu’s afro, Blaine thinks she should be offended by the woman’s request, but Ifemelu does not see it as a problem. She thinks that he “expected her to feel what she did not know how to feel” (p.388). Despite their cultural differences, Ifemelu and Blaine have a lot in common. Most importantly, they are both intelligent people actively exploring what it means to be black in America (and in the rest of the world). They are united in their excitement about Barack Obama’s presidential campaign, which is a major victory for black people in America. Although Ifemelu has a deep and meaningful relationship with Blaine, it does not compare to the bond she shared with Obinze, nor is it enough to keep her from moving back to Nigeria.


    AUNTY UJU


    Aunty Uju is an intelligent, hardworking woman. Her weak point is that she gets involved with men who do not treat her well. She is Ifemelu’s father’s sister (or the family calls her his sister, although she is, in fact, his cousin). Aunty Uju is the family member Ifemelu feels closest to. Growing up, Ifemelu looked up to her and asked her for advice. As an adult, Ifemelu’s relationship with Aunty Uju transforms into a relationship between equals. Ifemelu struggles to understand Uju’s relationships with men who are beneath
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