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Coming into queerness is often a baptism of fire. It is a process that is all too easy to feel alone in—particularly when confronted by new concepts and terms that may or may not align with your identity.

I was delighted when I was approached to become the researcher for the UK edition of Chloe’s work. Not only is it a robust and thorough collection of pretty much every word you can think of when it comes to LGBTQIA+ communities, but it also offers archival documentation of our lives, experiences, and the languages we have chosen, created, and even reclaimed.

We’ve always been here, we’re queer, and here are the words that we use to describe how we love, how we present, and more. It’s my hope that anyone who reads this book is able to discover another piece of the puzzle that is their identity.

Paula Akpan





INTRODUCTION

The idea to write The Queens’ English was spawned when I landed my first job as a professional performing artist at a Philadelphia-based dance company in 2006. We traveled often for shows, and bus conversation—our ultimate entertainment pastime—was typically led by a few charismatic MVPs at the back of our tour bus. Jokes and witty remarks were always being tossed around, and the better the joke, the louder the laughs, the more fun everyone had. The back-of-the-bus group had the 411 on all the good gossip, and the rest of us were always glued to their conversations. But sometimes their jokes sounded like a code to me, filled with terms I could not decipher.

One day I called to the back of the tour bus and asked, “What does ‘snatched’ mean? You are always calling people ‘snatched’ like it’s a compliment. What is it?”

With a bit of shade, a company member said, “Something you need to be when you are in this company, snatched for the gawds!” Laughter erupted, but I was still confused.

Another company member, who was willing to break it down, said, “Let me give you the T. We are gay, honey, and we have our own language that only we get. Other people in the company eventually get it, too, because it’s fierce backboots. That’s why you are here looking through the window trying to come inside our world. So, here’s a little breakdown … five, six, seven, eight! ‘Snatched’ means that the body is together! You are lovely, small, lean, shapely, sexy, you are SNATCHED! And to be in this company, our boss wants us to be snatched for the gawds! So, that means you have to be extra lean, extra sexy, and extra lovely! You are eating air and drinking hope with a wheatgrass shot for dessert.” The whole bus exploded with laughter. And so it began.

I wanted to kiki all the time! I was fascinated with the language I was learning from gay culture. As an eager newbie (cough, cough, I mean eager gaybie), I started a running list of terms and expressions my friends taught me, and bus conversations soon revolved around the entertainment of me trying to pair “academic” definitions with words like “beat,” “fierce,” “living,” “ovah,” and “werk.” Jokingly, I told a friend that this was a fully developed language and there should be a dictionary for these words.

“When you write it,” he said, “call it The Queens’ English. It’s a language for all the queens.”

Over the years, I added more terms as I performed all over the country. Colleagues—actors, artists, dancers, and performers—who identified as LGBTQIA+ shared their favorite lingo with me and introduced me to friends so we could collect more. I even learned terms from friendly strangers in gayborhoods, at LGBT centers, and during Pride events. The list of terms eventually became a glossary that represented a diverse group of gay and queer people, lifestyles, and communities.

My research eventually led me to explore the complexities of my own sexual identity. Learning new words like “demi,” “bi,” and “flexible” gave me labels that identified the fluidity of my attraction to others. Throughout my life, I’ve identified as heteroflexible, bi-curious, and at a time, struggled with being a semi-closeted bisexual; I’ve explored polyamory, and now I’m a proud and openly biromantic, demisexual bisexual. These words helped articulate my developing sexual expression as I grew to understand myself. It was the support of my community—family, friends, dating partners, the theater, dance—and the writing of The Queens’ English that gave me the courage to express my truth and become an advocate for understanding the spectrum of identity and sexuality.

WHAT IS THE QUEENS’ ENGLISH?

The Queens’ English is a dictionary that celebrates the etymological diversity of over eight hundred terms used to describe our collective gay and queer experience. It is an epic journey of understanding identity, sexuality, gender, equality, humor, community, and pride.

A vibrant and rich history has been captured by the unique language created by and for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, two-spirit, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual, gender nonconforming, nonbinary, and nonheteronormative community—commonly abbreviated as LGBTQIA+. This dictionary is a resource with modern definitions, real-life examples, synonyms, important usage notes, and supporting background information to further enhance the understanding of each term. Interstitial how-tos and history lessons about trailblazing people, places, and events that have impacted the language within the LGBTQIA+ community are included throughout.

Much of my research came from the cultural heartbeat of our queer community, consisting of personal interviews and group discussions with people who identify as LGBTQIA+. I filled in the gaps using digital and print references and content from queer and mainstream media outlets, taking sensitive measures to define every term appropriately and inclusively, while respecting (and encouraging!) the flexibility of other interpretations. I also committed to highlighting the diversity of language that lives within our community—from the New York City ballroom scene to the San Francisco leather community and everything else in between.


ON THE WORD “QUEER”



“Queer” was once a derogatory slur for homosexuals. By the 1980s, HIV/AIDS activists were determined to reclaim the term as a badge of honor for the LGBTQIA+ community. Since the eighties, the younger LGBTQIA+ generations have adopted “queer” as an umbrella term for anyone who identifies as lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, two-spirit, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual, nonbinary, gender nonconforming, or nonheteronormative.



There are many identities within the LGBTQIA+ community and each person’s label preference and interpretation of that identity should be respected. Only use the term(s) with which a person identifies. If you don’t know, just ask!

PLEASE NOTE

The term “queer” is used throughout this dictionary as a catchall for people who identify as anything other than heterosexual and/or cisgender. But! Please be aware that not all members of the LGBTQIA+ community feel comfortable using the word “queer” in this way. While it has largely been reclaimed as an inclusive term for those of us who have been marginalized due to sexuality, gender identity, and/or gender expression, the term still holds negative connotations for some.


However, my research only captures a sliver of the subcommunities that make up LGBTQIA+ culture. The Queens’ English is merely a starting point for the important conversations around inclusivity, sexuality, gender expression and identity, gay slang that’s been co-opted by mainstream culture, and queer American terminology that’s been around for decades.

WHY DO WE NEED LABELS?

Years ago, a close friend asked how I wanted to be perceived. He knew I had been with both men and women, and he was testing me. I told him I was open to identifying however I saw fit and asked him, “Why do I need a label?” He replied, “You don’t need a label, I just recommend you live in your truth.” His words prompted me to challenge myself. Over time, I gained the courage and confidence to love myself and the many layers that shape me.

Research for The Queens’ English has provided me with a new understanding of human identity, and as a result, I feel empowered by who I am. I believe that outward expression and feelings of attraction are two inherent components of every human—gay, straight, cis, trans, and beyond. These two ideas of expression and attraction show the layered depth of each person’s existence.

While our unique expression and attraction—our labels—are used by society to categorize or even divide people, how we express our identity to the world and the spectrum of attraction we feel for others actually unite us. Our similarities and our differences unite us, and as a result, labels do, too. Let’s celebrate that!

We are all fluid in some ways—a little bit feminine, masculine, androgynous, vanilla, kink, and drawn to cisgender and/or transgender men and/or women and/or gender nonconforming people. We all have a relationship with race, religion, music, books, sex, self-expression, feminism, patriotism, money, power, and culture. The Queens’ English is a way for all of us to explore our common humanity, whether or not we identify as queer in some way.

BUT IS IT APPROPRIATION?

Queer lingo carries with it a vast history. It is important to understand that much of the language in this book has been adopted from subcommunities of LGBTQIA+ culture. Some terms originated in Harlem’s Black gay scene in the 1920s or white working-class lesbian bars in the 1940s, while others came from New York’s drag scene and have since been appropriated by the gay community at large, or, in some cases, by mainstream culture, too.

Many of the terms in this book come from a community of Black and Latinx gay and trans people who faced systematic attacks for being queer and people of color. This language was created to supplement a marginalized community’s self-worth and ideas.

Mainstream culture views queer language as cool, hip, fresh. Today, words like “shade,” “fierce,” “slay,” and “yaaaas!” are all used freely by the masses without acknowledging the Black and Latinx queers who created this language as a form of survival. Buzzwords are printed on clothing, are used candidly and by nonqueer celebrities and predominately white social groups. This appropriation is emphasized by social scientist Dan Zarrella: “Subcultures often create terms to describe things that mainstream society does not have words for …. Sometimes a slang term pops into the culture sphere that is so useful it crawls under the brainskin, no matter the historical stigma implied.”

Appropriation is a major concern within the LGBTQIA+ community. When our language is subjugated by mainstream culture, its value is minimized—especially if terms are not used correctly and respectfully. I created The Queens’ English to give proper documentation to queer vernacular and to appropriately credit the LGBTQIA+ subcommunities for their contribution, while acknowledging that the creation and re-creation of jargon is an ongoing process.

You hold something very valuable in your hands. Even if you are not part of the LGBTQIA+ community, this is an opportunity to gain insight into our culture. With access to our language comes a responsibility to be sensitive and respectful to a community that persisted in the face of hate. Before RuPaul graced us with “Shantay, you stay” and Wendy Williams co-opted “tens across the board” from New York’s underground ballroom scene, living as a lesbian, gay, bi, trans, or queer person in America often meant living in fear and secrecy. This book is not permission to use this language flippantly; it is meant to be an educational tool, a conversation starter, and a celebration of the history of gay coded language, queer spaces, and the LGBTQIA+ experience.


ON USAGE NOTES



▸ Language is always evolving. There may be definitions that are not present in the dictionary that are still valid.

▸ Not all of this language is used by everyone in the LGBTQIA+ community.

▸ Many of the terms are not appropriate for people not in the LGBTQIA+ community to use, either.

While The Queens’ English encourages all readers to engage with this vibrant language, usage notes have been attached to terms that need extra context. Several terms, while considered derogatory or slurs, have been a part of gay language for decades. The intent of the dictionary is to document queer language in its entirety, not to censor it.


The saying “speak, so you can speak again” (often credited to she-ro Zora Neale Hurston), holds great relevance today. In speaking now, The Queens’ English will use the nuances of queer language to celebrate the people who define LGBTQIA+ culture. It shows the brilliance, strength, and power in queer voices telling our unique stories and is a testament to the value of marginalized people’s voices.

So, come indulge in The Queens’ English. This dictionary welcomes all readers. All of us have a gender identity, a way of expressing our gender, a sexual orientation, and a romantic orientation, as well as a need to understand those who are different from us. Be PROUD of the lingo within our diverse LGBTQIABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ+ community because, yes, ladies and gentlemen and gender nonconforming queens alike, this lingo does slay!





This dictionary is dedicated to all of you who take the courageous path each day to completely be yourselves.

You encourage us all to love our inner beauty and ideas, even when faced with the challenges of not being embraced by others. I write to affirm and remind you that you are exceptional and more than enough. Thank you for opening your life and world to me unselfishly and allowing me to share the essence of your words.
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HOW TO GET DOWN WITH

The Queens’ English


Lowercase words and phrases in quotes provide alternative ways you might hear a term used in everyday encounters.

Capitalized words and phrases are cross-references that can be found elsewhere in the dictionary by looking them up alphabetically.

Related terms provide alternate parts of speech to familiarize yourself with.



TERM

▾ 1st part of speech

First definition. Often used in the phrase “abc xyz.”

Second definition.


SEE ALSO

TERM A, TERM B


▾ 2nd part of speech

Definition. The terms XYZ and ABC can also be used.


RELATED

TERM C, part of speech


“Highlighting real-life examples of how to use the term in a sentence!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: HERE’S A QUICK SYNONYM FOR THE TERM.

USAGE NOTE

For understanding the origin and appropriate usage of the term.


DID YOU KNOW

Historical references and/or information that contribute to the understanding of the term or phrase.



[image: ]



Aa

AAPI

▾ noun

An acronym for Asian American and Pacific Islander(s). “API” (Asian–Pacific Islander) can also be used.

“Queer AAPI organizations are working on cultivating support, visibility, and coming-out resources for our Asian community.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A PERSON OF ASIAN DESCENT.


DID YOU KNOW

Many queer Asian icons have made substantial contributions to both the AAPI and queer communities. Activists like Cecilia Chung, Star Trek icon George Takei, actors Maulik Pancholy and BD Wong, comedian Margaret Cho, and the first openly gay congressman of color, Mark Takano, have all received recognition for their dedication to queer AAPI pride.


ABIGAIL

▾ noun

A gay, bi, or queer man who is discreet about his sexuality.

“When I think of my dear Abigail, Francis Underwood—in the show House of Cards—comes to mind.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A GAY MAN WHO KEEPS HIS SEXUALITY UNDER THE RADAR.

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the gay male community.

ABLEISM

▾ noun

Discrimination in favor of able-bodied people.

“Let’s begin to address ableism by having qualified sign language interpreters at our events.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: LACK OF CONSIDERATION FOR DISABLED PEOPLE.

ABOUT THIS LIFE

▾ idiom

To be completely interested and involved.

“Yaassss, honey! We are in Miami, boo! I am about this life!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: TO BE TOTALLY, WHOLLY ENTHRALLED.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in Black American culture and is used in the Black gay and queer community. It has been appropriated by mainstream culture.

[image: ]
About this life
ABSOLUTE CODE

▾ idiom

A pledge to not disclose someone’s sexuality without permission. The term GOLDEN RULE can also be used.


SEE ALSO

“Coming Out 101,” p. 26


“Absolute code, dude! It’s my choice when I want to come out, not yours!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN UNSPOKEN AGREEMENT TO KEEP SOMEONE’S SEXUAL ORIENTATION PRIVATE.

AC/DC

▾ adjective

Referring to a person who has a sexual and/or romantic attraction toward men and women.

“I mean, I kind of feel AC/DC. I can date a man or a woman. I like both energies.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: BISEXUAL.

USAGE NOTE

This term may carry negative connotations as it limits bisexuality to the gender binary. It is inappropriate to use this label if a person has not self-identified as such.


DID YOU KNOW

AC/DC is a commonly used electrical term that stands for Alternating Current/Direct Current, which are two different methods of delivering electricity. The queer community began to use this acronym to show how a bisexual person could receive power (or sexual energy) from people of different gender identities.


ACE

▾ adjective

An abbreviation of the word “asexual.”

“Here is the formula: ‘gay’ for homosexuals, ‘straight’ for heterosexuals, and ‘ace’ for asexuals.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE MIGHTY (AND GROWING!) ASEXUAL POPULATION OF SEVENTY MILLION PEOPLE WORLDWIDE.

ACEPHOBIA

▾ noun

Aversion, fear, or hatred toward asexuality.


RELATED

ACEPHOBIC adjective

ACEPHOBE noun


[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: DISLIKE OF OR PREJUDICE AGAINST ASEXUAL PEOPLE.


SEE ALSO

BIPHOBIA, FEMMEPHOBIA, HOMOPHOBIA, LESBOPHOBIA, QUEERPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA


“I just read an article about all the harmful things people are saying about asexuality. Acephobia is so real. There’s nothing wrong with someone who doesn’t want to have sex.”

ACE QUEEN

▾ noun

A gay, bisexual, or queer man who grooms and styles himself in a traditionally feminine way.


SEE ALSO

QUEEN


“Honey, an ace queen will spray his Chanel No. 5, pluck his eyebrows, and have major points on his Sephora BeautyInsider card.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A SUPER-FEMININE QUEER MAN.
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Ace queen

ADORBS

▾ adjective

An abbreviation of “adorable.”

“O-M-G! Leah and Nora’s engagement pictures with their Goldendoodle puppies are adorbs!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: DELIGHTFULLY SWEET.

AESTHETIC ATTRACTION

▾ noun

An admiration based solely on the way someone looks.

“I don’t want to be with her, I just have an aesthetic attraction because she is beautiful.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A NONSEXUAL, NONROMANTIC ATTRACTION.

AFAB

▾ adjective

An acronym for “Assigned Female at Birth.” This term is used by a range of people—including transgender, nonbinary, gender nonconforming, and/or intersex individuals—as a way to communicate to others the gender assigned to them at birth (based solely on their sexual anatomy).


SEE ALSO

AMAB


“Katie was AFAB but is actually bigender.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE BOX LABELED “FEMALE” WAS CHECKED IN THE DELIVERY ROOM.

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the transgender, nonbinary, and gender nonconforming communities. The use of this term relies on an individual’s preference. Do not assume that an individual wants to be identified by this term. Please ask for and use a person’s chosen name and pronouns.

AFFECTATIONAL ORIENTATION

▾ noun

See ROMANTIC ORIENTATION

AFTERCARE

▾ noun

Time and compassionate attention given to a partner after sex, scenario role-play, or BDSM activities.

“After our scene, Frank broke down. He needed aftercare so I put my Dom side away, wiped his tears, and hugged him tight.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: CHECKING IN WITH YOUR PARTNER AFTER INTENSE SEX OR SCENE PLAY.

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the BDSM, leather, and kink communities. For all BDSM-related terms, the power exchange is a part of sadomasochistic play and should be consensual between all partners involved.

AG

▾ adjective

An abbreviation of “aggressive.” When used in the Black American lesbian community, it usually refers to a masculine woman who has a dominant personality. The term “femme AG” can also be used to distinguish an AG woman who identifies as femme.


SEE ALSO

STUD, “The Lesbian Spectrum,” p. 194


“I like to control shit in my relationship. I’m AG with it.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: WANTS TO RUN IT ALL.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in the Black American lesbian community. It has been appropriated by the larger lesbian community.


DID YOU KNOW

Many Black lesbian communities in northeast American cities like Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York use the term AG to identify a woman who has a dominant personality and/or is the dominant partner in a relationship. Black lesbians and bisexual women are often overlooked in the larger queer community, but documentaries like The Aggressives, U People, and The Same Difference explore the diverse identities and relationship dynamics seen in the Black lesbian community.


AGENDER [image: ]

▾ adjective

Not identifying with any gender. The terms NONGENDER and GENDERLESS can also be used.


SEE ALSO

NEUTROIS, GENDERQUEER, NONBINARY


“Unisex bathrooms are for everyone. Transgender, agender, bigender people, and those who identify within the gender binary. We can all pee together!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: NOT BOUND TO A SPECIFIC GENDER.

AIDS

▾ noun

See A-WORD; HIV/AIDS; “History Lesson: HIV/AIDS,” p. 160

A-LIST GAY

▾ noun

A queer person who is considered socially elite and has power, wealth, and privilege. The term “A-Gay” can also be used.

“Who runs the world? Clearly the A-Gays.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN INFLUENTIAL LGBTQIA+ PERSON.

[image: ]
A-List Gay
ALLOROMANTIC

▾ adjective

Experiencing romantic attraction. This attraction can exist with or without sexual desires. Often shortened to “romantic.”

▾ noun

An alloromantic person.


SEE ALSO

AROMANTIC


“An alloromantic and an aromantic are like yin and yang—one has those mushy, romantic feelings; one doesn’t.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: LOVE IS THE FAVORITE EMOTION.

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the asexual community.

ALLOSEXUAL

▾ adjective

Experiencing sexual attraction. This attraction can exist with or without romantic desires. Often shortened to “sexual.”

▾ noun

An allosexual person.


SEE ALSO

ASEXUAL


Winter: I’m super attracted to Melissa. I want to spend every waking moment with her!

Seth: I don’t understand you alloromantics. Love letters, long walks in the park, listening to each other’s heartbeats? No thank you. I am only allosexual.

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: JUST SEX? YES!

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the aromantic and asexual communities.

ALLY

▾ noun

An active supporter of the rights and causes of the LGBTQIA+ community. The term “super ally” can also be used.


RELATED

ALLYSHIP noun


“Campbell’s Soup wins the super ally award because their gay dads commercial was the most heartfelt ad I’ve ever seen!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A MEMBER OF THE QUEER FAN CLUB.


DID YOU KNOW

This term identifies someone who is cisgender and heterosexual; allies are not part of the inclusive identifying label of LGBTQIA+.


[image: ]
Ally

AMAB

▾ adjective

An acronym for “Assigned Male at Birth.” This term is used by a range of people—including transgender, nonbinary, gender nonconforming, and/or intersex individuals—to communicate to others the gender assigned to them at birth (based solely on their sexual anatomy).


SEE ALSO

AFAB


“I was assigned male at birth [AMAB], but I’ve spent a good portion of my life trying to get away from the expectations that have been placed on me because of that.” ▸ Nick Adams

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE BOX LABELED “MALE” WAS CHECKED IN THE DELIVERY ROOM.

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the transgender, nonbinary, and gender nonconforming communities. The use of this term relies on an individual’s preference. Do not assume that an individual wants to be identified by this term. Please ask for and use a person’s chosen name and pronouns.

ANDROGYNY [image: ]

▾ noun

A display of both masculine and feminine qualities. The state of being androgynous. Can be abbreviated as “androj” or “andro.”

A label used to define an androgynous gender identity.


RELATED

ANDROGYNOUS adjective

ANDROGYNE noun


“David Bowie, Grace Jones, and Prince. Totally androgynous.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN AMBIGUOUS GENDER PRESENTATION.


DID YOU KNOW

Greek philosopher Plato writes about the idea of androgyny in his text Symposium. In this Platonic myth, Aristophanes delivers a speech explaining that “male-female” people came from the moon.


ANDROSEXUAL

▾ adjective

Experiencing sexual attraction toward masculinity.


RELATED

ANDROSEXUALITY noun



SEE ALSO

GYNESEXUAL


▾ noun

An androsexual person.

“I’m gonna hit that Chippendale’s revue to get my androsexual juices flowing. Wanna come?”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: ATTRACTED TO MASC PEOPLE.

ANGEL FOOD

▾ noun

A gay pilot who serves in the United States Air Force.

“That angel food is hot. Maybe I can be the PYT on his AFB.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AIRMAN WITH THE RAINBOW BADGE OF HONOR.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in the American gay male community.

APPROPRIATE

▾ verb

To take ownership of something without permission or endorsement of those who created it.


RELATED

APPROPRIATION noun



SEE ALSO

CULTURAL APPROPRIATION, MISAPPROPRIATE, REAPPROPRIATE


“Let’s talk about pop culture’s appropriation of Black gay lingo—child, yas, girl, fierce, shade, read! I mean, I can go on and on.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: TO BORROW WITHOUT ASKING.

AROMANTIC [image: ]

▾ adjective

Lacking a romantic attraction toward someone. Sexual attraction may still be present. Can be abbreviated as “aro.”

▾ noun

An aromantic person.


SEE ALSO

ALLOROMANTIC


“Look, I’m not being selfish. Aromantic people enjoy sex without romance. I honestly don’t think about doing ‘romantic’ things.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: MAY BE ASEXUAL, ALLO-SEXUAL, OR SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN, BUT DOES NOT EXPERIENCE ROMANCE.

USAGE NOTE

It is important to avoid the assumption that something is “wrong” with people in the aromantic community. It is common for aro people to engage in intimate connections through platonic relationships.

ASEXUAL [image: ]

▾ adjective

Not experiencing sexual attraction or desire. Can be abbreviated as ACE.

▾ noun

A person who is without sexual yearnings.


RELATED

ASEXUALITY noun



SEE ALSO

ALLOSEXUAL


“Unlike celibacy, which is a choice, asexuality is a sexual orientation.” ▸ Asexual Visibility and Education Network (AVEN)

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: MAY NOT EXPERIENCE SEXUAL ATTRACTION BUT COULD EXPERIENCE ROMANTIC ATTRACTION.

USAGE NOTE

It is important to avoid the assumption that something is “wrong” with people in the asexual community. It is common for ace people to engage in intimate partnerships and have families.

AUNT(IE)

▾ noun

An endearing term used to identify a mature, often effeminate, gay man. Alternate spelling includes “Aunty.”

A respected transgender woman—often, a mentor.

“You better behave at Pride or Auntie is gonna come get you. Do you hear me?”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN EXPERIENCED, RESPECTED GAY MAN OR TRANS WOMAN.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in Black culture and is commonly used in the Black gay and trans community.


DID YOU KNOW

“Auntie” is used in Black cultures as a way to identify a well-respected adult woman. During the nineteenth century, white Europeans and Americans used the term to belittle Black women, refusing to use Mrs. or Miss as a respectful honorific. The Black community reclaimed the term to dispel its negative connotation and empower Black women.


AUNTIE QUEEN

▾ noun

A young gay, bisexual, or queer man who enjoys the courtship of older men. The term “auntie chaser” can also be used.


SEE ALSO

QUEEN, CHASER


“Look at Josh with that silver fox! He’s an auntie queen who knows how to pick ’em.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A YOUNG MALE WHO SEEKS OLDER MALE COMPANIONSHIP.

USAGE NOTE

The term “chaser” varies in meaning but often implies a person who has fetishes based on harmful stereotypes.

AUTOEROTIC

▾ adjective

See AUTO-SEXUAL

AUTO-SEXUAL

▾ adjective

Using self-stimulation to satiate sexual desires; an auto-sexual person may prefer solo sexual play or may be unable to be aroused by others. The term AUTOEROTIC can also be used.

Them: So, why no sexual partners? Are you asexual?

Her: No, I identify as auto-sexual. I prefer solo stimulation.

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: “I TOUCH MYSELF” BY DIVINYLS.

A-WORD

▾ idiom

A euphemism for AIDS.


SEE ALSO

HIV/AIDS, “History Lesson: HIV/AIDS,” p. 160


“The A-Word is not taboo. We want a world without AIDS! Speak out and tell your story.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME.


DID YOU KNOW

Human documentation of AIDS was found as early as the 1970s, and AIDS cases spread rapidly across North America, South America, Europe, Africa, and Australia. Today, the HIV/AIDS crisis is still one of the world’s most serious public health challenges. More than 36 million people worldwide are currently living with HIV/AIDS.


[image: ]
[image: Coming Out 101: Accept the Most Authentic you]
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In the LGBTQIA+ community, “coming out” is a phrase most commonly used in reference to a person sharing their sexual orientation or gender identity with the world. It is part of a personal journey toward self-love, self-acceptance, and living authentically.

Coming out can happen on your terms and at your own pace. It is never too early or too late to come out. For some encouragement, a few friends share their best coming out advice:



“For me, coming out was the only way I could allow myself to be happy. If I had stayed closeted I would definitely not be as confident or comfortable as I am now. There’s no shame in taking your time—this is all at your own pace because your comfort and safety is the most important thing.”

Ray, 21, Brighton

“Coming out is not just one moment, but it often happens multiple times through your life. The first time I came out was actually to an ally! She told me I was safe here and I cried. Allyship is important and can help you build confidence in sharing your truth.”

Jake, 37, Colchester

“Coming out gets easier. Each day you’ll hold your head a little higher and you will get to a place where you’re so proud of who you are. It’s so much easier to unapologetically show yourself to the world when you love all the parts of what you’re showing.”

Fleur, 23, London

[image: ]

“The most important thing is for you to come out when you feel ready.”




“It’s OK to wear nail varnish, and just because you’re a boy, it doesn’t make it any different.”

Jay, 9, London

“I’d tell my younger queer self to relax and go with my feelings more. It’s not a big deal; although I would also prepare myself for having to come out constantly in life.”

Melissa, 39, London

“Find queer spaces. Whether it’s online, TikTok, a book club or an LGBTQ+ only space, seeing other queer people that look like you will make you feel so much more validated. Representation is so important.”

Amelia, 22, Essex

“Who are you easing into your truth and why? Are you searching for external acceptance because you fear the perceptions of your own identity? Are you allowing heteronormativity to dominate your understanding of your sexual orientation? Not easing into your truth with people who refuse to understand or accept is NOT a character flaw or weakness. It is an act of self-care.”

Adwoa, 22, Birmingham




    [image: ]
        Baby butch
    
Bb

B

▾ noun

A common abbreviation for “butt.” Used mostly by gay, bisexual, or queer men in a sexual context.

“This B bounces back!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: RUMP.

BABY BUTCH

▾ noun

A young, boyish lesbian, bisexual, or queer girl.

“Look at that baby butch over there with all that swag. I see you, young one.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: YOUNG LESBIAN TOMBOY.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in the American lesbian community.

BABY DYKE

▾ noun

A female who has newly revealed her sexuality as lesbian.

A young queer girl.

“I just came out at twenty-eight—help! I’m a baby dyke going through gay puberty, and I’ve got no game!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: LESBIAN NEWCOMER OR YOUNG LESBIAN.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in the American lesbian community. The term “dyke” originated as a derogatory slur for lesbians but has been reclaimed by some of the LGBTQIA+ community. It may still have negative connotations for some people.

BABY GIRL

▾ noun

See GIRL

BACKBOOTS

▾ exclamation

See BOOTS

BACK DOOR

▾ noun

The anus. The term “back porch” can also be used.

Demetri: You lookin’ sexy as hell right now. You ’bout to let me in that back door, baby?

Lamont: Not tonight, Daddy. She isn’t ready yet.

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE G-SPOT ACTIVATOR.

BALL

▾ noun

An event in ballroom culture where gay, transgender, and queer members of the ballroom scene gather and compete for awards in a series of categories based on self-expression. Free agents and competitors from different houses walk for awards based on appearance, attitude, dance, attire, and realness.


SEE ALSO

“History Lesson: The Ballroom Scene,” p. 232


“I went to a ball, I got a trophy, and now everybody wants to know me.” ▸ Paris Is Burning

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: COMPETITION IN THE FILM PARIS IS BURNING.


DID YOU KNOW

In 1920s Harlem, gay balls were born out of racial tension. People of color were not allowed to participate in the lavish gay affairs of the white community, so the gay Black community created a social space to express their sexuality freely. Balls began as extravagant underground drag performances, but by the 1970s, the events had evolved to feature an array of themes to celebrate the performers’ artistic expression, gender identities, sexualities, and ethnicities.


BALLAD

▾ noun

An unwarranted or poor excuse.

“You can stop singing your out-of-tune ballad now. I have heard every excuse.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN ATTEMPT TO VINDICATE ONESELF.

BALL GOWN

▾ noun

A playful reference to a man’s suit.

“I’m going to wear my Tom Ford ball gown for tonight’s gala. Sweetheart, do you think my velvet slippers are a good shoe choice?”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: EXQUISITE FORMAL ATTIRE.

BALLROOM SCENE OR BALLROOM CULTURE

▾ noun

A distinct social community comprised mostly of Black and Latinx gay and transgender members who use ballroom competitions as a safe place to express their gender, sexuality, and artistic spirit. The phrases “ball culture,” “gay balls,” and “drag ball” can also be used.


SEE ALSO

BALL, CATEGORY, HOUSE CULTURE, “History Lesson: The Ballroom Scene,” p. 232


“The fairy godmother of the ballroom scene is New York City, honey! She has graced you with the houses of Ninja, Xtravaganza, Mizrahi, and LaBeija. All of the legendary children received their first real trophies in New York.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE SCENE PORTRAYED ON FX’S SHOW POSE—A SOCIAL AND ARTISTIC LIFESTYLE FOR QUEER AND TRANS PEOPLE OF COLOR.


DID YOU KNOW

The ballroom scene is centered around balls—competitions that champion self-expression. Competitors at a ball walk (much like models on a runway) for titles and awards in themed categories. The best competitors are celebrated widely within the community’s social house structure. Social houses are typically made up of a house mother and/or house father and their children, all of whom take the last name of their chosen family.


BANANA

▾ noun

A gay, bisexual, or queer man.

A penis.

“Honey, pretty much anything shaped like a penis refers to a gay male or gay sex. Banana, eggplant, corn on the cob. Just make sure it’s edible, thick, and long.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE FRUIT AND THE BODY PART.

[image: ]
Banana

BANDANA CODE

▾ noun

See HANKY CODE

BANJI OR BANJEE

▾ adjective

Ill-mannered or unsightly.

▾ noun

A banji person, place, or thing.

“Why did you take me to this banji club? Look at the VIP section. They used Christmas lights to section it off and only five bulbs still work.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: RATCHET AND RAUNCHY.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in New York City ballroom culture. This term can be considered negative, but it has also been reclaimed by some as a positive self-identifier, similar to “bitch,” “ratchet,” or “slut.”

BARBIE

▾ noun

A drag queen who is disorganized and lacking concentration.

“Please remove this Barbie from my presence and enroll her in charm school. She is a disaster.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A DITZ.

USAGE NOTE

This term is commonly used in the drag community.

BAREBACK

▾ adjective

Having sexual intercourse without a condom. Mostly used in reference to anal sex but can be used for sex in general. Can be abbreviated as “BB.”

“I had to go bareback last night. The store didn’t have Magnum XL.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: UNPROTECTED, AS IT REFERS TO SEX.

BARFAIRY

▾ noun

See LOUNGE LIZARD

BARFLY

▾ noun

See LOUNGE LIZARD

BARSEXUAL

▾ noun

See BEER BI

BASKET

▾ noun

See BULGE

BASKET SHOPPING

▾ idiom

The act of looking directly at a bulging crotch. The term CROTCH GAZING can also be used.


SEE ALSO

PACKAGE, PACKING


“I was basket shopping on the train and saw the biggest bulge.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: WINDOW-SHOPPING VERSION OF CHECKING OUT A CROTCH.

USAGE NOTE

The term “basket” is commonly used in Polari, a coded slang used by British gay men during the time of anti-LGBT laws.

BAT

▾ noun

See BIG HUNK OF MEAT

BATH HOUSE

▾ noun

A private sauna or spa sometimes appropriated by gay, bisexual, or queer men for sex. The terms SKIN ROOM or DEN can also be used.

“Tom of Finland, bath houses, cruising—these young gays are missing out on some good times because of these dating apps.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A LOCATION WHERE MEN CRUISE FOR HOOKUPS.

BATTLE

▾ noun

In ballroom culture, this is a performance competition between opposing walkers.


SEE ALSO

“History Lesson: The Ballroom Scene,” p. 232


“The kids are about to gag! The battle for the grand prize is between House of Ebony and House of Balenciaga.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A BALLROOM CONTEST TO WIN THE TITLE, THE TROPHY, THE PRIZE MONEY, AND THE GLORY.

BDSM

▾ noun

An acronym for Bondage and Discipline, Dominance and Submission, Sadism and Masochism. It refers to the exploration of power, control, and resistance through relationships, sex, and scene play. Practices are always negotiated and consensual and, more often than not, erotic. BDSM is often used as an umbrella term for a wide range of sexual fetishes. The abbreviation S&M can also be used.


SEE ALSO

CONSENT, DOM/SUB RELATIONSHIP, FETISH, KINK, NEGOTIATION


“Pick a card, any card. I have orgasm denial, fetish, fantasy, and fisting for your BDSM pleasure.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: SEXUAL POWER PLAY.

USAGE NOTE

For all BDSM-related terms, the power exchange is a part of sadomasochistic play and should be consensual between all partners involved.

BEAR [image: ]

▾ noun

A gay, bisexual, or queer man who has a large or stocky body with visible body hair, resembling a bear.

“I want a big bear to cuddle with tonight and keep me warm … BRB, logging into GROWLr.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A STURDY, HAIRY GAY MAN.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated in the white American gay male community.

[image: ]
BEAR COMMUNITY

▾ noun

A gay subcommunity that supports and celebrates the brotherhood of bears. This community also embraces other types of queer people who identify as a CUB, CHUB, OTTER, PANDA, or URSULA.


SEE ALSO

“Help! What’s My Gay Type?,” p. 152


“Urban Bear is hosting a ‘Cuddle Me’ party at Bubble Lounge. Calling all bear community members and admirers!”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THOSE WHO CELEBRATE THE BEAR NECESSITIES DURING P-TOWN BEAR WEEK.

USAGE NOTE

This term originated

BEARD




SEE ALSO

CLOSET, FISH WIFE, LAVENDER MARRIAGE




USAGE NOTE


BEARDED LADY





BEAT







USAGE NOTE


BECHDEL TEST, THE




SEE ALSO

THE VITO RUSSO TEST, RING OF KEYS





DID YOU KNOW



BECKY



BEEFCAKE





USAGE NOTE


BEEP




SEE ALSO

GAYDAR




BEER BI





BENT





BENT STICK





BETTY



BICON




SEE ALSO

DYKON, GAY ICON




[image: ]
BI-CURIOUS OR BICURIOUS





BICYCLE OR BI-CYCLE




SEE ALSO

AC/DC, BISEXUAL




USAGE NOTE


BIG DYKE ENERGY OR BIG DICK ENERGY




SEE ALSO

LP, POWER LESBIAN, STUD, ZADDY





USAGE NOTE


BIGENDER




SEE ALSO

POLYGENDER, PANGENDER, GENDER-FLUID, GENDERFLUX, NONBINARY






USAGE NOTE


BIG HUNK OF MEAT






BINARY




SEE ALSO

GENDER BINARY






BIND




SEE ALSO

“Tucking & Binding 101,”pp. 130–31




USAGE NOTE


BINDER




SEE ALSO

“Tucking & Binding 101,” pp. 130–31




USAGE NOTE


[image: ]
Binder

BIO QUEEN



BIPHOBIA




RELATED

BIPHOBIC adjective

BIPHOBE noun



SEE ALSO

ACEPHOBIA, FEMMEPHOBIA, HOMOPHOBIA, LESBOPHOBIA, QUEERPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA




BIPOC



BIRD





BIROMANTIC





USAGE NOTE


BISCUITS



BISEXUAL [image: ]






RELATED

BISEXUALITY noun



SEE ALSO

PANSEXUAL




USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



BITCH









[image: ]
Bisexual
BITCHY





BITE ME






BLACK GAY PRIDE





BLACK TRIANGLE




SEE ALSO

PINK TRIANGLE





DID YOU KNOW



BLAPS





BLAQUEER




SEE ALSO

QPOC OR QTPOC




USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



    [image: ]
BLOCKERS





USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



BLOUSE




SEE ALSO

FEMME TOP, TOP




USAGE NOTE


BLOW





RELATED

BLOWJOB noun



SEE ALSO

EAT IT, FELLATIO, GO DOWN ON




BLUE BOY





BLUE DISCHARGE





BODY-ODY-ODY





USAGE NOTE


BOG QUEEN




SEE ALSO

CHASER, QUEEN, TEA ROOM




BOI





USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



BOOBS




SEE ALSO

RACK, TITTIES




BOOM





USAGE NOTE


BOOP






BOOTS





USAGE NOTE


BOOTY



BOOTY HOLE



BOSTON MARRIAGE






DID YOU KNOW



BOTTOM






SEE ALSO

BLOUSE, CLOWN BOTTOM, POWER BOTTOM, SWITCH, TOP, VERS




USAGE NOTE


BOTTOM SURGERY




SEE ALSO

TOP SURGERY




USAGE NOTE


BOX




SEE ALSO

PUSSY




BOY




SEE ALSO

DOM/SUB RELATIONSHIP




USAGE NOTE


BOY PUSSY



BREEZY





USAGE NOTE


BRING OUT THE GAY





BRO OR BRUH





USAGE NOTE


BUBBLE GUM MACHINE





BUG



BULGE




SEE ALSO

BASKET SHOPPING




BULL





BULL DAGGER



BULL DYKE OR BULLDYKE




SEE ALSO

DYKE, BUTCH, “The Lesbian Spectrum,” p. 194




USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



BUMMING





BUMPER-TO-BUMPER





USAGE NOTE


BUNGHOLE



BUNS



BUSSY






[image: USAGE NOTE]

BUTCH [image: ]




SEE ALSO

FEMME, FUTCH, “The Lesbian Spectrum,” p. 194





SEE ALSO

BABY BUTCH, SOFT BUTCH, STONE BUTCH




USAGE NOTE


BUTCH/FEMME RELATIONSHIP




SEE ALSO

BUTCH, FEMME, MAMA AND PAPA RELATIONSHIP




USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



BUTCHKINI





BUTCH-ON-BUTCH CRIME




SEE ALSO

STUD FOR STUD




USAGE NOTE


BUTCH QUEEN




SEE ALSO

CATEGORY, QUEEN





USAGE NOTE


BYE, FELICIA






USAGE NOTE



DID YOU KNOW



[image: ]






BE INFORMED ON GENDER IDENTITY, EXPRESSION, AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION







    
    
    
    
[image: ]
It is common to find your identity on pink, yellow, and blue!

[image: ] GENDER IDENTITY




[image: ] GENDER EXPRESSION




[image: ] ANATOMICAL SEX




[image: ] ATTRACTION
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