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Dedication
This book is dedicated to all pirate enthusiasts throughout the world who portray pirates either in costume or from a historically accurate perspective. Each of these reenactors and living historians is devoted to enriching the lives of others through the vitality, culture, history, and imagination of the Golden Age of Piracy. The vast majority of these devoted individuals do this simply for the love of pirate traditions. Each of them often bears a tremendous financial burden, with no reimbursement for transportation, clothing, equipment, and other expenses.

Through their portrayals at pirate festivals, museums, social occasions, charity events, and many other gatherings, they make pirate history enjoyable and entertaining. The educational value of their efforts is immeasurable. By reaching people who otherwise might not be reached, they keep history alive.
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Preface
With a genuine love of history and a passion for accurately portraying everyday life from past centuries, I have been a reenactor and living historian since 1971. While in high school, I became a member of the 60th Foot Royal American Regiment, reenacting battles of the French and Indian War. A few years later, when the Bicentennial celebrations began, I migrated to Revolutionary War reenacting. Over the decades, I have attended Renaissance Fairs in period-correct clothing, taken part in authentic Mountain Man Rendezvous encampments, and competed in shooting events with Western Gunfighter groups. Being so involved with living history gave me a unique perspective on historical events. It provided me with a first-hand look into the lives of people from the eras I re-created. Eventually, my enthusiasm for historical accuracy led me to pirates.

The first organized pirate group I joined was “Blackbeard’s Crew” in Hampton, Virginia. As with most such organizations, the collective historical knowledge within that group was severely limited. This wasn’t the result of a lack of research on the part of the members. There just weren’t any books or materials available that gave an accurate and complete account of Blackbeard and pirates in general. Over the past three hundred years, the literary market has been flooded with hundreds of books professing to be historically correct—but they aren’t! When I began researching Blackbeard for the group, I found that many recent works written about pirates were simply rewrites of those older books.

The Golden Age of Piracy seemed to be the only period in history where most publications dealing with that period were inaccurate, inadequate, and poorly researched. Thirsting for knowledge on Blackbeard, the central figure of our reenactment group, I began to do as much research on the subject of piracy as time would allow. While doing that research, I decided to write my own book on pirates. Ten years later, I published my first book, A Pirate’s Life in the Golden Age of Piracy. Three years after that, I released my second book, Pirates of the Florida Coast: Truths, Legends, and Myths. Both publications included chapters on Blackbeard, but they appeared merely as a small portion of a much larger work. Thus, the details I could put forth on Blackbeard in those works were limited in both scope and space.

Attendees at pirate festivals, book fairs, museums, and other book-signing events have asked me more questions about Blackbeard than any other pirate. Since my research began with him in the first place, I am always delighted to answer them and dispel a few myths. The time seemed right for me to write the book that I always wanted to write, a book that covered every aspect of Blackbeard’s fascinating and controversial life. From the onset, I realized that a book like that would have to be far different from all the other books about Blackbeard that were currently on the market. This couldn’t be a simple collection of accounts that had been told previously and retold many times by other authors over the centuries, nor could it be a book that twisted the facts to suit the purpose of the author. Furthermore, to the greatest extent possible, this book would have to tell the complete story of Blackbeard’s life.

To accomplish this momentous task, I knew that I would have to rely almost entirely on original prime source documents. For those not familiar with the term, an original prime source document is something that was physically written on or shortly after the date that the document mentions. Examples of these are newspaper articles, trial records, letters from officials, and logbook entries. I must point out that even these documents may occasionally be in error. Newspapers get their facts mixed from time to time. Prisoners on trial don’t always tell the truth during their testimony. Politicians occasionally write letters that will further their personal agendas. The truth can be determined if everything is considered and logic is applied.

My research took me to the state archives of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. I also visited libraries in Williamsburg and Charleston, as well as The Marcus Hook Historical Society and the North Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort. At each of those locations, I spent hundreds of hours poring over microfilm and verified copies of hundreds of original handwritten prime source documents. Online, I was able to view digital copies of original publications, including The Boston News-Letter, and download digital images of other original documents from the French Archives and from sources in Great Britain. Reluctant to rely upon transcriptions of other researchers, all of those documents were read and transcribed by my wife, Anne, who is a master at reading poor penmanship and eighteenth-century cursive writing. In the process, we discovered that many of those documents had been misquoted by various authors throughout the years.

My first two books were well-researched, but not well-referenced. With those books, my intent was to inform and entertain, not to write a paper that would thrive in an academic environment. Often, my sources were explained within the text, especially when quotes from source documents were provided. That being said, I didn’t use the traditional footnotes found in many other works. When I first considered writing a book on Blackbeard, I knew that anything I wrote would fall under the most rigorous scrutiny imaginable. Among pirate historians and reenactors, Blackbeard is sacred. Every fact put forth is susceptible to question. Consequently, in Blackbeard, the Truth Revealed, everything will be exceptionally well documented and thoroughly notated. I will also provide detailed explanations in the text as to where these documents can be found.

During the course of this book, I mention multiple previously published books and their authors. This is necessary to discuss varying opinions and to identify sources of accounts or documents. I pondered over how I should refer to those authors. A few of them fall under the category of professional historians. Most would be considered amateur historians to some degree, and others are just plain authors. Regardless of their credentials, each one has written a book containing historical facts or legends. For consistency, I settled on historian authors. For example, “According to many historian authors ... ” or “Many historian authors believe that ... ”

I’ve always disliked history books that presented nothing but facts in a dry and boring manner. On the other hand, I’ve always disliked history books that included more flowery prose than historical facts. I hope to provide a happy balance in Blackbeard: The Truth Revealed. Throughout this book, many accounts will first be told dramatically, as if they were fiction or part of a movie script. But those accounts aren’t fiction, they are realistic portrayals of the facts conveyed in a manner that brings interest and a sense of realism to the story. Each of those short vignettes will be followed by the prime source documents that support them. My poetic license will never contradict the facts, only enhance them, and make the details easier to comprehend. For example, if the original document mentions a dawn attack, I might describe the sunrise and discuss how the lighting affected the outcome of the events.

Blackbeard is perhaps the most mysterious pirate of the Golden Age, even though historians have studied him more than most other pirates. Their research spawns many questions that can’t be answered. Gaps in his life’s timeline and theories and speculation about his motivations abound. In truth, historians know almost nothing about his life before he entered the historical record as a pirate captain. This has forced many historian authors to speculate on possible answers and to adopt unverified facts to support their theories. In Blackbeard, The Truth Revealed, I shall present all views and perspectives on unanswered questions presented by other historian authors, explain the reasoning, and discuss their conclusions. The ones that are grounded in false facts or illogical conclusions will be exposed as fiction. The others will be discussed and left up to the reader to decide. Of course, I will offer my opinion based on research and logic. Occasionally, I may even put forth an opinion that is based on unsupported facts. To ensure the reader knows when I am presenting historical facts and when I am offering opinion or speculation, I will use a different font. This is an example of the font used for my opinions and speculation.

Blackbeard: The Truth Revealed is the first comprehensive and definitive look at the world’s most famous pirate. Every known aspect of his life is explained. In this book, any gaps in his life story result from gaps in the historical record. I hope that everyone, from casual readers to historian authors, will enjoy learning the truth and that they will gain a deeper understanding of the events and motivations surrounding this fascinating pirate.
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Figure 1: Caribbean 1702 Herman Moll Map. Courtesy of Barry Lawrence Rudman.
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One

The Treasure Hunt Begins


“The night before he was kill’d, he set up and drank the whole Night, with some of his own Men, and the Master of a Merchant-Man, and having had Intelligence of the two Sloops coming to attack him, as has been before observed; one of his Men ask’d him, in Case any thing should happen to him in the Engagement with the Sloops, whether his Wife knew where he had buried his Money? He answered, That no Body but himself, and the Devil, knew where it was, and the longest Liver should take all.”


The paragraph above is a quote from a book written in 1724, titled A General History Of The Robberies And Murders Of The Most Notorious Pyrates, And Also Their Policies, Discipline and Government, From their first Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence, in 1717, to the present Year 1724.​[1] In addition to being somewhat dramatic, that paragraph launched a massive hunt for Blackbeard’s treasure that persists to this very day. Cities and towns from the Caribbean to New England proclaim their legendary status as the one and only location of Blackbeard’s buried treasure.

AUTHOR NOTE:

For consistency, I shall use the term historian author to refer to anyone who has written about pirates or pirate history.

Over the centuries, it seems that Blackbeard has had more fictional tales invented about his life than any other real historical figure. This is due to a combination of factors. Blackbeard led an action-packed and fascinating life, but his origins are cloaked in mystery. On top of this, there are very few reliable first-hand accounts of his exploits. Many historian authors have embellished the facts when writing about Blackbeard or even fabricated entertaining and imaginative events that have no basis in fact.

Blackbeard’s story is perhaps the most complicated pirate tale ever told. There is nothing straightforward about it. Political intrigue abounds. Challenging relationships within his crew and between him and his partners add to the complexity. Blackbeard himself was equally convoluted. Some of the ships he took were burned to the waterline while others were set free. Throughout his career, there is no evidence that he killed anyone until he found himself engulfed in a desperate struggle for his life, battling Maynard’s men at Ocracoke. There are thousands of books, articles, documents, and papers published about Blackbeard. Adding to this is the plethora of television shows and documentaries, movies, podcasts, and blogs. Unfortunately, most of them are severely lacking or outright incorrect. Taking all this into account, it is easily understandable how so many historian authors have missed or confused some of the facts when writing about the world’s most famous pirate.

Many historian authors, pirate enthusiasts, and treasure hunters have debated and even argued over the existence of Blackbeard’s treasure for over 300 years. So far, to my knowledge, no one has found a single coin. But whether you believe there is a buried treasure somewhere or not, it’s undeniable that Blackbeard certainly was a real person. His deeds as a pirate are exceptionally well documented for the brief two-year period between the month when he entered the historical record and the day he was killed. Based on numerous characterizations in books, magazines, movies, and television shows, it is easy to consider him the world’s most famous pirate. However, before we can delve into the vague and mysterious world of treasure hunting for any valuables he may have left behind, we must first get to know Blackbeard himself.

Normally, I begin telling every story from the start. In chronicling the lives of pirates, I typically describe where and when they were born, discuss their childhoods, provide details about their early careers, reveal theories about reasons they turned to piracy, and describe in great detail how each of them developed a reputation as one of the world’s most famous pirates. However, that won’t work in Blackbeard’s case.

Everything about his early life still remains unproven, but of the many theories about Blackbeard’s origins that have emerged over the centuries, two are verifiably the most credible, and I will describe them in detail. However, these theories are fairly complex and will make better sense to the readers if they are already aware of the known facts regarding Blackbeard’s life as a pirate. Therefore, I am compelled to wait until after Blackbeard’s complete story has already been told. That way, the theories will make better sense. Hopefully, this approach will empower the readers to put all the pieces together and decide for themselves.

In researching Blackbeard’s complete story, as mentioned in the preface, I used extensive documentation taken directly from primary source documents within the historical record or well-grounded research provided by other historian authors. All of my sources will be included in the footnotes. Additionally, to the greatest extent possible, I shall inform the readers of my primary sources within the actual text.

Occasionally, even source documents can be conflicting and lead to questions about the truth. In some cases, I will provide discussion on both sides and let the readers come to their own conclusions. In cases where I have a strong, well-informed opinion, or when I feel the need to suggest a version of the story that is speculative, I shall use a different font. As mentioned in the preface, this font will allow the reader to easily differentiate my opinions from well-supported facts.

At the risk of disappointing the readers who expected to open this book and find a treasure map on the second page, I shall save the thrill and excitement of tracking down Blackbeard’s treasure for the final two chapters. Discussion of the various theories on the prospective locations of Blackbeard’s treasure won’t have any meaning to the readers until the true and complete story of Blackbeard’s life as a pirate has been investigated.
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Two

By Any Other Name

As we begin our voyage to find Blackbeard’s treasure, we must clarify an important point. What is the correct spelling of his legal name? The answer is that no standard spelling existed for the English language between 1716 and 1720. When viewing documents from that time, it is common to find a word or name spelled several different ways, even within the same document.

Blackbeard’s legal first name, Edward, isn’t in contention. It’s his last name that creates the confusion. The most commonly accepted spelling throughout the twentieth century was T-e-a-c-h. That’s the one most often used in modern books, movies, and television shows. However, nothing is straightforward when dealing with the elusive facts of Blackbeard’s life.

Perhaps it was his pronunciation that caused the discrepancy. Based on the various spellings, he most likely introduced himself as Edward /tăch/ (rhyming with patch) or /tāch/ (rhyming with the letter ‘h’). Several written variations begin his name with “Th,” but this wouldn’t have changed the pronunciation. In England, “Th” was often pronounced with a hard “T,” such as in Thomas or the Thames River. Considering the lack of consistency in spelling rules, combined with the unusual accent that Blackbeard may have had, it is not surprising that his contemporaries would have had difficulty figuring out how to spell his name.

Most of the world came to know Blackbeard by reading one of the many editions of Charles Johnson’s book, A General History of the Pyrates. In his first edition, released in 1724, he spells Blackbeard’s name as Thatch. Johnson opens his chapter by writing, “Edward Thatch, (commonly called Black-beard),”​[2] but just three months later, he released his second edition and changed the spelling to Teach. Johnson opens this chapter by writing, “Edward Teach was a Bristol Man born.”​[3] That spelling was used in all future editions released throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and is the way it is spelled in modern reprints of his book. However, many other spellings exist, as exemplified in the following paragraphs.

Thach. Henry Timberlake was the first person to associate Blackbeard’s name with piracy. Timberlake was the master of the Lamb, a brigantine taken by two pirate sloops in December 1716. Afterward, he sailed to Jamaica and gave a deposition, in which he provided a detailed description of the incident, including the names of two pirate captains. I will, of course, cover this attack in great detail later in this book, but for now, one of the captains he identified was “Edward Thach Comander of another Sloop.”​[4] Timberlake probably never saw Blackbeard’s name in print, since pirates seldom left written records of their piracies. He likely only heard the name spoken by someone onboard. From that, either Timberlake or the court recorder taking his deposition concluded that the pirate captain’s name was spelled Thach.

Two years later, Governor Alexander Spotswood of Virginia used this same spelling when he mentioned Blackbeard in an address to his Council. In the minutes of that meeting, his name is written as “Edward Thach.”​[5] In addition to the Governor of Virginia, some of the naval officers involved with the attack on Blackbeard also used that spelling. Shortly after Blackbeard’s death, the logbook of HMS Pearl, the ship that provided part of the crew for the sloops that attacked and killed Blackbeard, contains the entry, “This day the Sloop Adventure Edward Thach formerly Master ... ”​[6] Additionally, Captain Ellis Brand, the naval officer and area commander during that attack on Blackbeard, also spelled his name this way. In an account of the engagement dated February 6, 1719, Brand wrote, “Pyrate Thach alias Blackbeard.”​[7]

Tache. To illustrate the point of the constant variation of spelling, a year earlier, on December 22, 1718, the same Governor, in a letter to the same Council, had spelled his name differently, writing, “one Capt Tache a noted Pyrate.”​[8]

Tach. William Howard was Blackbeard’s quartermaster. He was arrested in Virginia in September 1718. The order for his arrest contains the statement, “since which one Howard, Tach’s Quarter Master.”​[9] This order was issued by Governor Spotswood, making this the third variation of the spelling of Blackbeard’s name used within the same Virginia legislature.

Thatch. Captain Mathew Musson was the second person to use Blackbeard’s legal name and identify him as a pirate. The governor of South Carolina sent Musson to the Bahamas in 1717 to make a report on all the pirates who were using Nassau as a base. In that report, Musson wrote, “Thatch, a sloop 6 gunns and about 70 men.”​[10] His report became part of the minutes of the Council of Trade.

This spelling seems to have been the one most commonly used in official documents within the British government. Two years later, a report made by the Secretary of the Treasury concerning reward payments for Blackbeard’s death includes this comment, “Edwd. Thatch a Notorious pirate with his Crew.”​[11] Two years after that, Captain Gordon, the naval officer who was the overall commander of the personnel who attacked and killed Blackbeard wrote a letter to the Admiralty dated September 14, 1721, referring to the event as “that action with Thatch, alias Blackbeard.”​[12]

Teach. The most common spelling of his name within the world of publication comes from The Boston News-Letter Boston Mass, the only newspaper in the English colonies of North America in the early eighteenth century. There were numerous articles on Blackbeard appearing in this paper from October 1717 until after his death. The issue dated Monday, October 28 to Monday, November 4, 1717, contains, “From Philadelphia, October 24. We are informed that a Pirate Sloop of 12 Guns 150 Men, Capt. Teach Commander.”​[13] Every time Blackbeard’s name was mentioned in this publication, it was spelled Teach. Leave it to a newspaper to get your name wrong!

This spelling was also used in a letter dated October 24, 1717. It was written by James Logan, an influential Philadelphia merchant, to Robert Hunter, Governor of New York and New Jersey, concerning several pirate attacks on vessels near Philadelphia. Logan wrote, “their Comandr is one Teach.”​[14]

Tatch alias Blackbeard. Another letter was written as a result of Blackbeard’s attacks on Philadelphia shipping. This one, dated October 23, 1717, was from Jonathan Dickinson, the mayor of Philadelphia, to a Jamaican merchant named Joshua Crosby. Dickinson wrote, “Capn Tatch alls Blabeard.”​[15] This letter is remarkable! It was the first time in recorded history that the nickname Blackbeard was used.

Titche. The strangest spelling came from the French. After Blackbeard took La Concorde, the French captain, Pierre Dosset, made a statement dated December 10, 1717, in which he said, “hommes commandés par Edouard Titche anglaise.”​[16] Of course, in addition to this odd spelling, his first name was spelled in the French language too. To quote a humorous line from a famous movie, “That would be the French!”

Theach. Blackbeard’s family supposedly lived in Spanish Town, Jamaica, in the early eighteenth century. Most of the church records St. Catherine’s Church, Spanish Town, spell the name as Theach.​[17]

Teech. Captain Pearce of HMS Phenix mentioned Blackbeard in a letter writing, “I presume e’re this comes to hand their Lordships will hear that one Teech Commander of a pirate.”​[18]

Thache. This spelling is most likely the one actually used by Blackbeard during his lifetime. A man named Cox Thache lived in Jamaica in the 1720s and claimed to be the half-brother of Blackbeard. In his will dated November 7, 1736, his name is spelled Thache.​[19] The most conclusive evidence that Blackbeard himself spelled his name as Thache comes from Tobias Knight. He was the Customs Collector and Chief Justice in North Carolina in 1718 when Blackbeard was there. During that time, Blackbeard and Knight had several business dealings where his legal name would have been used in the documents. After Blackbeard’s death, those business dealings became the subject of a hearing conducted by Governor Eden and his Council. Throughout those minutes of that meeting, dated May 27, 1719, every time Blackbeard’s legal name was mentioned, it was spelled Thache. An example of this is, “forenamed Tobias Knight—directed to Capt. Edward Thache on board his sloop Adventure.”​[20]

So, it appears that the spelling of Blackbeard’s name was Thach, Tache, Tach, Thatch, Teach, Tatch, Titche, Theach, Teech, or Thache. Throughout this book, I shall try to avoid confusion by using his nickname, Blackbeard, as often as possible. On the occasions when I do write his last name, I shall use the same spelling as the source documents I am referencing.
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Three

Jacobite Pirates

A term that every Blackbeard enthusiast must become thoroughly familiar with is Jacobite. This refers to supporters of James Edward Stuart. Living in exile in France, he laid claim to the throne of England and Scotland after the death of his sister, Queen Anne, in 1714. Jacob is Latin for James, and all those supporters who were in favor of placing James on the throne were called Jacobites. Many pirates sailing out of Nassau and other ports in the Caribbean after 1715 were Jacobites. This is evident by two facts. The first is that they named their ships after James Edward Stuart, his family, and the Jacobite principles. The second is the many reports from victims who were being held prisoner by various pirate groups between 1716 and 1722, who witnessed their captors drinking toasts to James Edward Stuart.

Perfect examples of both of these can be found in the case of Stede Bonnet, Blackbeard’s partner. After leaving Blackbeard’s company in the summer of 1718, he renamed his sloop the Royal James. This is in direct reference to James Edward Stuart.​[21] As for toasting, during the trial of Bonnet’s crew, James Killing, who was held captive by Bonnet’s pirates, testified that the pirates “made Bowls of Punch, and went to Drinking to the Pretender’s Health.”​[22] Pretender was a common term referring to James Edward Stuart. Historian author Colin Woodard correctly states that Henry Jennings, Edward England, Palgrave Williams, Charles Vane, and Blackbeard were all Jacobites.​[23]

So, what is this all about? Who was James Edward Stuart and what were his grounds for claiming the throne of England and Scotland? To answer that, I must give you a brief and condensed history of the English monarchy and the House of Stuarts in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.

Scotland had been ruled by the Stuarts for hundreds of years, while England had been ruled by the Tudors since 1485. In the last half of the sixteenth century, the queen of England was Elizabeth I, daughter of Henry VIII of the House of Tudor.​[24] Her aunt, Henry VIII’s sister, had married James V, a member of the House of Stuarts. When Elizabeth died in 1603 without an heir, England looked to her cousin, James VI of Scotland, and he became King of England as James I, while retaining the throne of Scotland, ruling both countries simultaneously.​[25]
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1603–1625

James I Ruled England

In 1685, his grandson became King James II of England and King James VII of Scotland and ruled them simultaneously as his grandfather had done.​[26] He had two daughters with his first wife, who were members of the Church of England. Their names were Mary and Anne. But his first wife died, he married a Catholic, and eventually converted to that religion. The English people as well as the Parliament weren’t very keen on having a Catholic king, and unrest circulated throughout England. However, Scotland wasn’t that concerned. The straw that broke the camel’s back was the birth of a Catholic son in 1688. This was, of course, James Edward Stuart.​[27]

[image: ]

1685–1688

James II, father of James, ruled England

An uprising began in England called the “Glorious Revolution” and James was deposed. His daughter Mary and her husband William became King and Queen of England. Both William and Mary had a strong claim to the throne. Mary was the daughter of King James II and William was his nephew, meaning that William and Mary were first cousins. Therefore, they were referred to as King and Queen. When they assumed the throne of England, they also claimed the thrones of Scotland and Ireland as well.​[28] But as far as the people of Scotland and Ireland were concerned, James was still their king. They argued that the English had no right to remove James from their throne, so they revolted in what is known as the first of the Jacobite Rebellions. The revolt was eventually put down and James fled to France with his infant son, James Edward Stuart, who became known as The Pretender, The Pretender Across the Sea, Royal James, and even James III.​[29]
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The Act of Settlement, passed in 1701, forbade a Catholic from becoming a monarch in England.


James II died in exile in 1701, and his 13-year-old son, James the Pretender, became a legitimate heir to the throne of England, Scotland, and Ireland in the eyes of his supporters. They hoped that when King William III died, the young James would become king. But young James was a Catholic like his father, so in 1701, the English Parliament passed The Act of Settlement, which forbade a Catholic from becoming king of England. But it went much further than that. It specifically named Princess Anne, Mary’s sister, as the heir when William III died. But there’s more. It names a successor to Anne if she dies without heirs. That successor was any legitimate heir of James I’s daughter, Sophia, who had married the Elector of Hanover.​[30]

The following year, King William III died. His wife Mary had died several years earlier, so in 1702, Anne Stuart was chosen to rule England, Scotland, and Ireland as Queen Anne. She was a good choice because she was the second daughter of James II and the older half-sister of James the pretender. Additionally, she was a member of the Church of England and not a Catholic. The English people accepted her, as did the people of Scotland and Ireland. At least she was a Stuart. During her reign, in 1707, the Union Act was passed, officially joining England and Scotland as one nation. That’s when they stopped calling the two nations England and Scotland and began calling them Great Britain. When Ireland and all the English colonies were included, it was called The British Empire.​[31]
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1702–1714


Queen Anne ruled from 1702 to 1714 and established the union of England and Scotland as Great Britain in 1707.


However, when Queen Anne died in August of 1714 with no surviving children, the English Parliament referred back to the Act of Settlement and chose Sophia’s son, George Ludwig the Elector of Hanover to be King George I. Because of the Union Act, the English didn’t feel it necessary to consult the Scottish government, who also had a significant interest in who their king would be. With that decision, the stage was set for civil war.​[32] Scotland’s view toward the English Parliament’s decision was that they could choose George to be king of England, but they had no authority to choose him as the king of Scotland.​[33]

The English government countered with the Union Act and claimed that they did. George had never been to England and didn’t even speak English, but now, he was the King of Great Britain. This tore the kingdom apart and divided English politics into two groups: the Whigs who were supporters of George, and the Torys who were opposed. As soon as he became king, George I instituted extensive policy changes that excluded all members of the Tory party from royal favor, and many successful military leaders and statesmen found themselves out of a job. This included the Duke of Ormond, Captain General of the British Army, and Captain George Cammock of the British Royal Navy.​[34]
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1688–1766


James Edward Stuart was also known as The Pretender, The Pretender Across the Sea, Royal James, and James III.


By 1715, a full civil war was being planned in Scotland. In England, anyone suspected of plotting against George I was arrested. Finally, on September 6, 1715, a Scottish army was ready to march against England and what is called The 15 began.​[35] James Edward Stuart claimed the title of James III and traveled to Scotland to raise support for his army.​[36] But he needed a navy too. James III chose Captain George Cammock to command the White Squadron and commissioned him as an admiral on October 17, 1715.​[37] During November and December of 1715, thousands of Scottish troops marched on England but they were all defeated in a series of fierce battles. By January 1716, it was clear to James III that his revolution was over, at least for the moment, so he fled back to France.​[38]

[image: Portrait of Prince James Edward Stuart by François de Troy. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

​Figure 2: Portrait of Prince James Edward Stuart by François de Troy. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

At the time, the English government painted the supporters of the Jacobite Rebellion as being almost completely Scottish and Irish. They believed that it wouldn’t look very good for the government if the general public knew that a great many Englishmen supported the revolution, too. This concept exists to this day. However, many Englishmen did support the Jacobite cause. Because of the tight control the government held over the press and the fact that all who openly voiced support for the Jacobites were arrested, it is impossible to know how many supporters were in England. But in the colonies, where control was less restricted, Jacobite support was far more evident. This is especially true for pirates. Many of them were openly Jacobites. Most pirate historian authors and biographers have commented on the great number of Jacobite pirates operating between 1716 and 1722. In fact, I am convinced that many honest sailors and captains may have turned to piracy simply in order to support the Jacobite cause.
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1666–1722


George Cammock entered the navy in 1682 and served with great distinction as captain of the Speedwell (1702) and Monck (1712–14).


George Cammock is the key link between the pirates in Nassau and the Jacobite cause. His name is sometimes spelled Camocke. Both spellings appear in contemporary documents, but Cammock is used more often. After the rebellion crumbled in Scotland, Cammock began supplying arms to pirates and pirate-friendly gun runners.​[39] Late in 1717, the pirates on Nassau, including Charles Vane,​[40] wrote Cammock a letter saying that they “did with one heart and voice proclaim James III for their King,” and were “resolved to prosper or perish in their bold undertaking.” Additionally, they proposed to raise a navy of pirates with Cammock as their admiral with the title “Captain General of America, by Sea and Land.”​[41]

The concept of a Jacobite navy based at Nassau appealed to Cammock. As part of his plan, he would grant pardons to all the pirates in the name of King James III. Cammock even planned on purchasing a 50 gun warship from the Spanish and enlisting Jacobites from Scotland and England to be the crew. He wrote, “Employing them against the common enemy will be the only means to make way for a Restoration.” However, this plan never materialized.​[42] The second paragraph of this chapter clearly shows that Stede Bonnet and most of his crew were Jacobites. As you shall see later on in this book, Blackbeard was a Jacobite, too.
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Four

Charles Johnson and the Book that Ignited Legends

For 300 years, most historian authors of books on pirates have relied heavily on one primary source, a book published in 1724 titled, A GENERAL HISTORY OF THE PYRATES FROM Their Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence, to the present Time. With the remarkable Actions and Adventures of the two Female Pyrates Mary Read and Anne Bonny. This book was written by Captain Charles Johnson. Even today, many people assume that since it was written in 1724, it must be accurate and correct. But this is not the case. Johnson, which was a pen name, was focused on selling books, not telling the facts. Most of the details described in Johnson’s work are highly embellished or simply created by the author. It wasn’t until the late twentieth century that most historians realized this. As images and transcriptions of primary-source documents became widely available on the internet, historians began to compare the verifiable facts against those in Johnson’s book, and the accuracy of that book came into question. Eventually, it became apparent that his book should be considered more as a word of historical fiction. Although it took 300 years for most to come to that realization, a few people recognized it for what it was right from the beginning. In August 1724, shortly after its release, a contemporary correspondent wrote that “this shim-sham Story of Pyrates” was more of a political allegory rather than a contemporary history.​[43]

[image: Cover of A General History of the Pyrates, 2nd Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

Figure 3: Cover of A General History of the Pyrates, 2nd Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

Even though most of the details described in Johnson’s work prove to be incorrect, some of them are correct. This is what makes it so maddening for researchers who use Johnson’s book as a source. Which facts can be relied upon and what elements should be completely discounted? The solution is to cross-reference everything with other primary sources. Fortunately, when it comes to Blackbeard, many primary sources are available. I would first like to briefly dispel some of Johnson’s most popular stories about Blackbeard.

The battle with HMS Scarborough never happened. Johnson wrote:

A few Days after, Teach fell in with the Scarborough Man of War of 30 guns, who engaged him for some hours; but she finding the Pyrate well mann’d and having tried her strength, gave over the Engagement, and returned to Barbados, the Place of her Station; and Teach sailed towards the Spanish America.​[44]
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HMS Scarborough was a 32 gun fifth-rate man-o-war.

The engagement was supposed to take place near Nevis Island. The logbook of the Scarborough makes no mention of such a battle. In fact, the Scarborough wasn’t even in the area. HMS Seaford was near Nevis at the time and recorded seeing a large ship they assumed to be a merchant vessel, but there were no shots fired.​[45]

Blackbeard’s fourteen wives can’t be verified either. Johnson wrote this sensationalized and highly provocative account:

Before he sailed upon his Adventures, he marry’d a young Creature of about sixteen Years of Age, the Governor performing the Ceremony. As it is a Custom to marry here by a Priest, so it is there by a Magistrate; and this, I have been informed, made Teach’s fourteenth Wife, whereof, about a dozen might be still living. His Behaviour in this State, was something extraordinary; for, while his Sloop lay in Okerecock Inlet, and he ashore at a Plantation, where his Wife lived, with whom after he had lain all Night, it was his Custom to invite five or six of his brutal Companions to come ashore, and he would force her to prostitute her self to them all, one after another, before his Face.​[46]

There are no contemporary records or even comments about any wife of Blackbeard’s except a casual comment made by Brand in his February 6, 1719 letter where he wrote “he design’d to be an inhabitant & leave of his Piraticall Life and the sword to put a life so to his designs he marryed there.”​[47] As for his Bath Town wedding, an in-depth search of the records failed to produce any evidence of any wedding ceremonies performed in Bath by Governor Eden in 1718.

Johnson’s details of the battle at Ocracoke are filled with many inaccuracies too. A correct and detailed account of the battle will be discussed in a later chapter of this book. However, there is one event that took place during the battle that I would like to address now. At some point, Blackbeard posted a man below deck with a match and orders to blow up the Adventure if it looked as if they were going to lose. This happened, but Johnson chose to embellish it a little, writing:

Teach had little or no Hopes of escaping, and therefore had posted a resolute Fellow, a Negroe whom he had bred up, with a lighted Match, in the Powder-Room, with Commands to blow up when he should give him Orders.​[48]

This actually happened, as it was documented in a letter written by Lt. Governor Spotswood of Virginia, who wrote:


His orders were to blow up his own vessell if he should happen to be overcome, and a Negro was ready to set fire to the Powder had he not been luckily prevented by a Planter forced on board the night before & who lay in the Hold of the sloop during the actions of the Pyrats.​[49]


Johnson’s embellishment, the comment that he was a “Negroe whom he had bred up,” seems to be a matter of poetic license and implies that this man had been his slave since he was a child. There is no mention from any source that Blackbeard ever owned a slave.

The true story of the man with the match is far more intriguing. Although today he is commonly referred to as Black Caesar, Johnson didn’t mention his name. In fact, the name Black Caesar doesn’t appear anywhere in any of Johnson’s editions. Caesar appears in his books as one of the captured crew, but not Black Caesar. However, not even the name of Caesar was attributed to this mysterious individual with the match until the mid-twentieth century, in Rankin’s 1960 publication titled The Pirates of North Carolina. In my research, Black Caesar is not mentioned in Blackbeard literature until Angus Konstam’s 2006 publication, Black Beard: America’s Most Notorious Pirate.

Johnson’s publication mentioned above was actually the second edition of his book, released in August 1724, just three months after the first edition.​[50] This second edition is by far the most popular. It remains in print today under a plethora of titles and is the one most often used as a primary source reference by historian authors. After examining and comparing both editions, I concluded that the differences between the two are negligible, but they are interesting. Both of these editions, as well as several others, are in my personal possession. In the first edition, Blackbeard’s name is spelled Thatch, and he is reportedly from Jamaica. Also, since the chapter on Stede Bonnet comes before the “Black-beard” chapter, all the escapades they shared as partners are contained within the Bonnet chapter.​[51]

In the second edition, and all subsequent editions, Blackbeard’s name is spelled Teach, and he is reportedly from Bristol. Since the chapter titled “Black-beard” appears before the chapter on Bonnet, the reverse is true. All the escapades they shared as partners are contained within the “Black-beard” chapter.​[52] Therefore, many researchers looking at only the “Black-beard” chapter in the first edition will notice that many accounts, such as the battle with HMS Scarbrough and the siege of Charles Town, seem to have been omitted. They weren’t. They’re just in another chapter.

[image: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 1st Edition 1724. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

Figure 4: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 1st Edition 1724. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

[image: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 2nd Edition 1724. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

Figure 5: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 2nd Edition 1724. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

The first two editions only contained three illustrations: one of Blackbeard, one of Anne Bonny and Mary Read, and one of John Roberts. Blackbeard’s illustration is the only one of the three to have changed. The two illustrations are very similar, with the most noticeable difference being his hat. What Johnson describes as a “Fur-Cap” in his first edition was replaced with a more traditional hat by the second. The only other change was to Blackbeard’s bandoleer.​[53]

For almost 300 years, scholars have debated over the true identity of the mysterious Charles Johnson. In 1932, literary scholar John Robert Moore suggested that Daniel Defoe may have been Charles Johnson, based on a similarity in literary style. This was reinforced in the introduction of the 1972 reprint of A General History of the Pyrates,​[54] when Manuel Schonhorn again declared that Charles Johnson was actually Daniel Defoe. This concept became widely circulated. Many recently republished versions of this book identify Daniel Defoe as the author, and even today, many modern libraries catalog this book under the author Daniel Defoe.
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Daniel Defoe (1660-1731) was the author of many novels, including Robinson Crusoe (1719).


The debates over Johnson’s true identity continued until 2004, when researcher Arne Bialuschewski uncovered a treasure trove of fascinating facts concerning the identity of our author in question. After extensive research, Bialuschewski concluded that the actual identity of Charles Johnson is Nathaniel Mist, who began publishing a tabloid paper titled The Weekly Journal; or, Saturday’s Post on December 15, 1716.​[55] This publication was a politically oriented publication that ran articles opposed to the Whig party. Researcher James Markham wrote:

The Journal’s voice was to be more persistent in its attacks and criticisms than that of any other Tory newspaper, and Mist was to be so consistently punished as to become the outstanding printer prosecuted by the Whigs during this decisive period in the history of the fight for press freedom.​[56]

Daniel Defoe was heavily connected to Mist right from the beginning of the Journal and worked on that publication as part of the staff.​[57] As colleagues, Mist and Defoe undoubtedly would have shared many writing tips and developed similar writing styles. As a result, articles written by Mist were often attributed to Defoe. This upset Mist, who was constantly defending his articles and denying that Defoe had written them. Eventually, the two broke off their association.​[58]

Mist’s The Weekly Journal; or, Saturday’s Post began featuring stories on pirates in 1717. Due to Mist’s personal style and the need to sell papers, the stories in his papers were a mixture of information and entertainment. By December 1719, fictional accounts of pirates began to appear in this publication regularly. This dramatically increased between 1722 and 1723 when even more articles on pirates appeared as Mist drew closer to authoring his first book.​[59]

By 1724, all those stories had coalesced into one enormous volume, and Mist was ready for publication. His first edition was titled A GENERAL HISTORY of the Robberies and Murders Of the Most Notorious PYRATES, and also Their Policies, Discipline and Government, From their first Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence, in 1717, to the present Year 1724. With The remarkable Actions and Adventures of the two Female Pyrates, Mary Read and Anne Bonny. It was “printed in London by Ch. Rivington at the Bible and Crown in St. Paul’s Church-Yard, F. Lacy at the Ship near the Temple-Gate, and J. Stone next the Crow Coffee-house the back of Greys-Inn.”​[60]
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MAY 14, 1724

The first edition of A General History of the Pyrates was released.

Advertising for this upcoming book was spread all over The Weekly Journal; or, Saturday’s Post. The first copy hit the streets on May 14, 1724.​[61] If all those coincidences between Mist’s magazine and Charles Johnson’s book aren’t enough to convince you that Mist and Johnson are one and the same, the ultimate proof can be found among the records of the Stationer’s Company. Mist’s foreman, John Wolfe, registered Mist’s first edition under the name Nathaniel Mist with the Stationer’s Company on June 24, 1724. At that time, such a registration was similar to a modern-day copyright.​[62]

Most historians today believe that Captain Charles Johnson’s true identity was Nathaniel Mist. Some historian authors refer to him in their works as “Johnson/Mist.” Since Charles Johnson is so ingrained in the minds of the public as the author of this book, I shall set aside the fact that his true identity was Nathaniel Mist and continue to use the pen name of Charles Johnson throughout the rest of this book.

[image: ]

Charles Johnson was the pen name used by author Nathaniel Mist.

The most famous of all the editions is, of course, the second, A General History of the Pyrates from Their Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence, to the present Time. With the remarkable Actions and Adventures of the two Female Pyrates Mary Read and Anne Bonny. Released in August 1724, it was printed for, and sold by T. Warner, at the Black-Boy in Pater-Noster-Row.​[63] The third edition, with the same title as the second, was published in 1725 with the addition of a chapter about “Captain Smith.”​[64]

[image: ]

Defoe’s novel, Robinson Crusoe, was also printed by W. Taylor at the Ship in Pater-Noster-Row.

That same year, a rival publisher named Edward Midwinter at the Looking-Glass on London-Bridge, pirated Johnson’s work and released a smaller version with the title, The General History and Lives of all the most Notorious Pirates, and Their Crews.​[65] Imagine, A General History of the Pyrates being pirated! Charles Johnson’s name doesn’t appear anywhere in the book and no author is credited. The content is basically identical, with a few minor cuts to shorten the chapters. However, each chapter is adorned with a poorer quality woodcut print, one for each pirate mentioned. There are nineteen in all. These prints are the illustrations that one most often sees at museums throughout the United States.

[image: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 1725 Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

Figure 6: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 1725 Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

[image: Illustration of Stede Bonnet From the 1725 Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

Figure 7: Illustration of Stede Bonnet from the 1725 Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

A fourth edition was released in 1726 as a two-volume set with fifteen additional chapters on totally new pirate captains. His printer for this one was Woodward, at the Half-Moon, over against St. Dunstan’s Church, Fleet-Street.​[66] Due to his continued support for the banished Jacobite court, Johnson finally fled England for France in 1728 and lived in Boulogne from 1730 to 1734. He kept in close contact with his printers back in England and continued to release editions of his most famous book.​[67] While Charles was out of the country, his rival printer, Edward Midwinter at the Looking-Glass on London-Bridge, released another pirated edition in 1729.​[68]

[image: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 1734 Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.]

Figure 8: Illustration of Blackbeard from the 1734 Edition. The image is dedicated to the public domain under CC0.

Johnson’s 1734 edition was printed for and Sold by J. Janeway and was titled A General HISTORY OF THE LIVES and ADVENTURES Of The Most Famous Highwaymen, Murderers, Street-Robbers, &C. To which is added, A Genuine Account of the VOYAGES and PLUNDERS of the most notorious PYRATES. Interspersed with several diverse TALES, and pleasant SONGS. And Adorned with the Heads of the most Remarkable VILLAINS, Curiously Engraven on Copper. Included some very impressive engravings that don’t appear in Johnson’s earlier editions. Among them is the most realistic and best-known of all the Blackbeard images.​[69]

That edition was followed in 1736 by another edition with the same title as the previous one, only this one but was printed and sold by Olive Payne, at Horace’s Head, in Round-Court in the Strand, over-against York Buildings. It has a total of twenty-six engravings, including the same impressive image of Blackbeard, plus a few more.​[70]

Changes in the title were made with each new edition. The title of the original began with “A General History of the Robberies and Murders,” while the second and most reprinted edition began with “A General History of the Pyrates from Their Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence.” In the name of simplicity, throughout this book, I shall refer to all of these editions as “A General History of the Pyrates.”

Even though many editions and reprints would follow throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, none of them were influenced by Charles Johnson. Nathaniel Mist died in September 1737. He never achieved the financial success he had hoped for.​[71] It is pitiful that the author of the world’s most recognized and widely referenced book on pirates never knew that his book would become immortal. He had inadvertently ignited the evolution of pirate legends that would continue to permeate the hearts and imaginations of children and adults hundreds of years later.
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Five

Wealth From the Sea: The 1715 Treasure Fleet

Piracy in the Caribbean and the Bahamas received an enormous financial boost at the end of 1715 and throughout the following year. This boost came suddenly and unexpectedly when eleven ships of the 1715 Spanish treasure fleet sank in a hurricane off the east coast of Florida. Most of the ships sunk in relatively shallow water and anyone who found the correct spot could “fish the wrecks” by simply diving down to the sandy bottom and picking up millions of dollars of gold and silver coins. News of this “get rich quick” opportunity spread rapidly throughout the English colonies and a sort of “gold fever” spread just as swiftly. However, in reality, recovering anything of value was far more difficult than it sounded. In addition to the depth of the water, riptides, sharks, stinging jellyfish, and shifting sand, Spanish warships would pursue and even fire upon anyone they found in the area. This last obstacle, the thought of Spanish warships, deterred most of the treasure hunters. But it didn’t deter pirates!

Before we proceed, I am compelled to explain the connection between the 1715 treasure fleet and the world’s most famous pirate, Blackbeard. Although it is conceivable that he may have been among those who came to the Florida coast in search of riches, there are no contemporary documents mentioning him being there. Of course, this applies to thousands of treasure hunters. Only a dozen or so names are mentioned in the historical record. The significant connection is the creation of a pirate port. As you are about to read, the wealth that came from the sea, combined with the piratical circumstances in which that wealth was obtained, resulted in the founding of a new pirate base. A port where pirates could safely gather and resupply. A port that Blackbeard frequented. I’m referring to the pirate port of Nassau in the Bahamas.

Establishing a historical perspective of the fleet is important. Spain’s enormous wealth predominately came from the New World. The Spanish colonies in Mexico and South America contained dozens of gold and silver mines, which produced thousands of gold and silver bars each year. The gold and silver that wasn’t smelted into bars was minted into coins. Most of the Spanish currency used in Spain and Europe was minted in Mexico City and Lima.​[72]

The New World also produced vast amounts of jewels, such as emeralds, topaz, amethyst, opals, and many others. Adding to this wealth were extremely valuable pearls, gems, and other goods from the Pacific brought to Mexico by the Manila Galleons from the Spanish colony in the Philippines.​[73] As treasure accumulated throughout the year, it would be stored in Havana and then sent to Spain in a yearly treasure fleet.
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1565–1898

Spain occupied the Philippines.

Concern over the capture of the treasure fleet began in 1701 when the War of the Spanish Succession broke out. This war involved most of the nations in Europe, but at sea, it was mainly between Spain and England. In 1702, very early in the war, a large English naval force won a great victory at the Spanish port of Vigo Bay, and a large number of Spanish warships were sunk or captured. The English sank another Spanish treasure ship in 1708. This caused the Spanish to suspend their treasure fleet until the war was over. However, the gold, silver, and jewels from the mines continued to accumulate. When the long war was finally over in 1714, Spain was just about bankrupt. The king sent a fleet to the Caribbean to bring back all the treasure that was stored in Havana.​[74] The 1715 treasure fleet was the richest ever to sail to Spain. It was under the command of Captain General Don Juan Esteban de Ubilla. His flagship was the Nuestra Señora de la Regala. Second in command was General Don Antonio de Echevers aboard the Nuestra Señora del Rosario.​[75]

Twelve ships made up the convoy, eleven were Spanish, and one was French. The eleven Spanish ships, including the two command ships, were the Nuestra Señora de la Regala, the Santo Cristo  de San Roman, the Nuestra Señora del Carmen, the Nuestra Señora de La Popa, the Nuestra Señora del Rosario, the Urca De Lima or Santisima Trinidad, the Nuestra Señora de las Nieves, the Maria Galante, the El Cievro also called La Galleria, the Nuestra Señora de la Concepción, and the El Senor San Miguel.​[76] The French ship was a fourth rate warship called the Griffon, commanded by Captain Antoine d’Aire.​[77]

[image: 1715 Treasure Fleet Wreck Locations Florida Map, Courtesy of Barry Lawrence Rudman.]

Figure 9: 1715 Treasure Fleet Wreck Locations Florida Map, Courtesy of Barry Lawrence Rudman.

To give you some concept of the massive wealth that was aboard these ships, the Nuestra Señora de la Regala alone carried thirteen hundred chests of silver coins plus a vast amount of gold and silver bars, jewels, pearls, and valuable Kangxi Chinese porcelain. The overall value of the registered treasure was estimated at fifteen million pieces of eight in 1715, which is equivalent to over $1.5 billion at face value today.​[78] That doesn’t count the personal property of the many wealthy passengers or the unreported gold and silver that the captains were smuggling into Spain to avoid having to pay taxes. Present-day coin collectors and jewelers appraise the precious treasure at exorbitantly higher rates due to the added historical value. Considering that much of the fortune is still waiting to be found, it is no coincidence that professional treasure hunters and amateur beachcombers continue to flock to Florida’s Treasure Coast in search of a piece of the priceless cargo.
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Kangxi is a blue and white porcelain produced in China.in 1662–1722.

The fleet left Havana harbor early on the morning of July 24, 1715. It was a beautiful and calm day with a gentle breeze. The ships entered the Gulf Stream and sailed along the Straits of Florida. Everything seemed fine until they noticed strong swells on July 29. Around four o’clock in the
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