

    
        
          I Will Open My Mouth in a Parable: A Study of Biblical Parables: Matthew's Parables on the Kingdom, Part 2

        

        
        
          Series on the Parables, Volume 2

        

        
        
          Randy Neal

        

        
          Published by Randy Neal, PH.D., 2024.

        

    



    
        
          I Will Open My Mouth in a Parable: A Study of Biblical Parables: Matthew's Parables on the Kingdom, Part 2

        

        
        
          Series on the Parables, Volume 2

        

        
        
          Randy Neal

        

        
          Published by Randy Neal, PH.D., 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN A PARABLE: A STUDY OF BIBLICAL PARABLES: MATTHEW'S PARABLES ON THE KINGDOM, PART 2

    

    
      First edition. August 14, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Randy Neal.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227927491

    

    
    
      Written by Randy Neal.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN A PARABLE: A STUDY OF BIBLICAL PARABLES: MATTHEW'S PARABLES ON THE KINGDOM, PART 2

    

    
      First edition. August 14, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Randy Neal.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227927491

    

    
    
      Written by Randy Neal.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

I Will Open My Mouth in a Parable: A Study of Biblical Parables: Matthew's Parables on the Kingdom, Part 2 (Series on the Parables, #2)

Chapter One

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Chapter Seven

Also By Randy Neal

About the Author



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    This book on the Parables in Matthew is dedicated to my father who taught me to "delight in the law of the LORD" (Psalm 1:2).

      

    



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    This book on the Parables in Matthew is dedicated to my father who taught me to "delight in the law of the LORD" (Psalm 1:2).

      

    


I Will Open My Mouth 

In a Parable: A Study of Biblical Parables:

Matthew’s Parables on the Kingdom, Part 2

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter One















[image: image]


Children of the Bridegroom

(Matthew 9:14-15)

––––––––
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THE CONTEXT OF THIS parable comes from a question that John the Baptist’s disciples ask Jesus in Matt 9:14. The question has to do with fasting. “Why do we and the Pharisees fast (much), but Your disciples do not fast?” Why the Pharisees were brought into the discussion could be due to the fact that Jesus and His disciples went against the common tradition of the religionists of the day. There is a hint of some rift between the Pharisees and John’s disciples because Jesus’ disciples were baptizing more disciples than were John’s (John 4:1 – 2).

The question about fasting appears to be a sincere, honest question and not the usual trap the Pharisees and Sadducees set for our Lord. The only reference to fasting as a command in the OT comes from Lev 23:27 in connection with the feast day of atonement (Lev 23:28, 34; 25). The real question is this: what does it mean, “you will humble (castigate, afflict) yourselves”? The modern JPS translation renders this verb as “you shall practice self-denial.”​[1] Not working was part of the command as well (vs 28), understood by most rabbis as not performing work for wages (not meaning cooking or leading livestock to water, etc.). Evidently the notion of humbling oneself was understood to mean forgoing food just as they would forgo work for profit. We know that Moses fasted on Mt. Sinai when he went to get the replacement tablets of stone (upon which the ten words were inscribed by God, Exod 34:27 – 28). Jesus likewise fasted after His baptism for 40 days and nights (Matt 4:1). Isaiah called upon God’s people to proclaim a true fast which was acceptable to God (Isa 58:1 – 7), a fast which is of the heart. It is here in Isa 58:3 that the statement of afflicting yourselves is clarified as referring to fasting, going without food (but Isaiah takes it further as being a principal of right living).

Fasting seems to have been a Jewish practice that was practiced to bring about repentance (Neh 9:1 – the people who heard Ezra’s sermon repented by fasting and wearing sackcloth and throwing dust on their heads). This practice may have been a part of Middle Eastern culture since the people of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah by fasting and waring sackcloth (Neh 3:1 – 9, here fasting included no water). The early Christians also practiced fasting along with prayer when serious matters arose (Acts 13:1 – 3, the selection of Paul and his missionary companions). Saul of Tarsus fasted after the Lord appeared to him on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:9) and before Ananias was sent to baptize him (Acts 9:18). When Jesus and Peter, James, and John came down from the mount of Transfiguration, they were met by a man who pleaded with Jesus to heal his demon possessed son. The father sought the disciples to heal his son, but they were unable. Jesus rebuked their faithlessness (Matt 17:17) and told them that this kind of miracle must be accompanied by “prayer and fasting” (Matt 17:21). This gives








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
AF T

This brief book is the second in the Observant Series
on the Parables of Jesus in the Gospel of Manthew. In
this book, it focuses on some of the lesser bnown or
studied parables in the first Gospel. It ties in with the
JSirstvolume (which supplies an introduction to the
genre) by completing all the recorded parabies by

Marthew.
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