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  One of the most fabulous things about Christmas is that it offers a wonderful opportunity for using all your craft skills to the full – as well as a being a great time to try out something a little bit different. During our 25 years of working in the crafts arena we have met hundreds of interesting and enthusiastic crafters and in this book we have collected together some of our very favourite ideas for the Christmas season. Here you will find the very best projects to decorate the tree, table and home, delicious biscuits and treats to welcome your guests, as well as a range of desirable items as gifts for relatives and friends. As you plan and prepare for the festive season, consult this book for exciting ideas and information to guide you on your way and make this important holiday time really special for everyone.


  In the first chapter we cover different ways to make your home look really festive and welcoming. Here we have some traditional projects, such as the Hanging Evergreen Wreath, but also some contemporary projects; the enigmatic miniature metal picture frames will look stylish and modern wherever you hang them. Chapter Two looks at projects to decorate the tree – so why not try out the sumptuous braided baubles, or the pretty felt birds – while Chapter Three looks at projects to decorate the table. Of course, one of the central parts of Christmas is giving gifts to our relatives and friends to let them know how much we have appreciated them over the year. Chapter Four shows you how to make really personal gift tags and cards and Chapter Five has a selection of gift ideas, including mouthwatering seasonal treats and a classically beautiful Fern-patterned vase.
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  Most of the projects featured in the book use seasonal materials and simple techniques, so no matter if you are a novice at craft or a seasoned professional, you will find something inside to try. Everything is clearly explained, with a list of the materials you will need, detailed instructions and step-by-step photographs, as well as lavish photography of the finished item.
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  Packed with festive and creative ideas, Christmas Crafts is the definitive guide to creating the perfect Christmas. Let us show you how to make yours really special this year.


  Alan D. Gear and Barry L. Freestone
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  Gourd Fairy Lights


  Outdoor fairy lights really do create an enchanting atmosphere for Hallowe’en parties or to decorate a tree close to the house. Bell cups are small dried gourds that are sold for use in dried flower arrangements, usually fixed to sticks which are easily removed. They can be found in either a pale natural wood colour or sometimes dyed in bright or deep colours. As well as being useful for floral displays, they make colourful covers for fairy lights. Painting the insides of the cups in bright metallic colours will add an iridescent shimmer when the lights are switched on.
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  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Dried gourds (1 for each fairy light)


  •


  Metallic paints


  •


  Paintbrushes


  •


  Scrap piece of card


  •


  Bradawl


  •


  Plastic card


  •


  Scissors


  •


  A string of outdoor fairy lights


  •


  Epoxy resin
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    1 Make sure that the insides of the gourds are clean and dust-free. Paint the insides of each gourd with metallic paint, alternating the colours and leave to dry.
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    2 Place the gourd on a piece of card to protect the work surface and make a hole in the base of each gourd with a bradawl. Start by piercing the woody base from the right side and enlarge the hole bit by bit. The hole needs to be just big enough for the light bulb to go through.
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    3 Cut a pair of 4.5cm (1¾in) circles out of plastic card for every light. Make a hole in the centre of one card circle just big enough for the wire flex to go through. Make a larger hole in the second circle, big enough to fit around the base of a light. Cut through each circle from the outside edge to the central hole and snip out small ‘V’ shapes around the outside. Pull a light bulb through the hole in the gourd base and place the circle with the larger hole around the base of the light. Apply glue to the underside of the circle and stick in place inside the gourd, pulling the light and flex back into the cup.
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    4 Place the second circle with the smaller hole around the flex at the outer base of the gourd and glue in place to secure the light inside. Fix the other lights in place inside the gourds in the same way.
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  Gilded Candlestick


  This elegant, tall wooden candlestick has been decorated using a different gilding technique to the one shown on here. Instead of using gold leaf, the metal (in this instance, copper) has been mixed into a wax base to produce a fine powder. This makes it a particularly suitable method for gilding complicated surfaces such as the turned candlestick shown here or moulded picture frames. It is an ideal project for transforming a tired and familiar household object.


  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Large wooden candlestick


  •


  White wood primer


  •


  Paintbrush


  •


  Pale pink water-based paint


  •


  Very fine sandpaper


  •


  Jar of copper coloured gilt cream


  •


  2 soft rags
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    1 If the candlestick is not already primed, apply the white primer and allow to dry thoroughly. Next, apply two coats of pale pink paint and allow to dry. At this stage, you can sand the surface with very fine sandpaper to obtain a smooth finish, if you wish.
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    2 Apply the gilt cream to a rag and gently rub into the surface with a circular motion. Don’t apply too much at a time as you need to obtain a broken finish where you can see the base colour through the gilt cream. Apply solid copper on the flat circular sections of the turned design. When the gilding has been completed, leave the candlestick for 15 minutes, then rub the surface very firmly all over with the clean rag until it shines.
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  Copper Candle Sconce


  Many people would never dream that they possess the skills necessary to work with different metals. However, they are really very simple to learn – no special techniques are required and some everyday tools have been adapted. This decoration looks stunning placed on a mantelpiece.


  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Roll of soft copper foil 0.1mm (4/1000in) thick, 16.5cm (6½in) wide


  •


  Tracing paper template


  •


  Invisible tape


  •


  Dry ballpoint pen


  •


  Small, pointed scissors


  •


  Piece of card


  •


  Sewing tracing wheel


  •


  Bradawl


  •


  Hole punch


  •


  Aluminium can


  •


  Strong scissors


  •


  Protective gloves


  •


  3 brass paper fasteners
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    1 Cut a piece of copper foil 20 x 16.5cm (8 x 6½in) and lay the tracing paper template on top. Stick in place with invisible tape and draw over the lines with the dry ballpoint pen, pressing very lightly onto the foil beneath to transfer the outline and design. You will need to place the foil on a piece of card or a pile of tissue paper – this provides a yielding surface and protects the worktop.
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    2 Remove the template to reveal the faint impression of the design. Use the small, pointed scissors to cut carefully around the outline, paying particular attention to the small bobbles along the top.
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    3 Place the crown shape on the card or tissue. Roll the tracing wheel firmly over the transferred lines, add more decoration at this point if you like, then pierce through the copper from the front with the bradawl.
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    4 Next, using the hole punch, make the larger holes in the bobbles along the top of the crown. You will need to press the handles of the punch together very firmly to produce a neat hole with clean edges.
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    5 Cut down an aluminium can leaving 3.5cm (1½in) upstanding from the base. This is easily done with strong scissors, but you may wish to wear gloves to protect your hands from any sharp edges. Wrap the copper crown around the aluminium can base and, using the bradawl, pierce three holes through both metals.
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    6 Push each paper fastener through these holes and open out the two arms behind the crown and inside the can, making sure they are pushed firmly back, allowing the crown to stand upright.
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  Candle Holder


  Papier mâché translated from the French means chewed paper. An infinitely adaptable medium, it is inexpensive, lightweight, easy to handle and requires no special skills or equipment. It has the advantage of being able to imitate other materials such as wood, clay or stone. Papier mâché responds to decorative finishes very well and looks particularly beautiful when gilded.
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  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Template


  •


  Thin card


  •


  Scissors


  •


  PVA glue


  •


  Nightlight with aluminium holder


  •


  Papier mâché pulp (proprietary brand)


  •


  Ready-made decorator’s filler


  •


  Small kitchen knife


  •


  White recycled paper


  •


  Fungicide-free wallpaper paste


  •


  Acrylic gesso or primer


  •


  2 paintbrushes


  •


  Pale blue acrylic paint


  •


  Silver gilt cream


  •


  2 soft rags
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    1 Draw around the template on the card and cut out carefully with the scissors. Place a small amount of PVA glue into the centre of the card shape and stick the nightlight holder in place on top. Allow to dry.
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    2 Mix the paper pulp according to the maker’s instructions. Add a little ready-made decorator’s filler for additional strength and to prevent shrinkage. Start to build up the pulp over the points of the star up to the level of the nightlight holder. Smooth with the kitchen knife, defining each point into two sides and allow to dry overnight in a warm place.
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    3 Tear the paper into small squares, smear lightly with the wallpaper paste and smooth onto the star. Turn under the base. Allow to dry thoroughly.
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    4 Paint the whole star with two coats of gesso and allow to dry. Gesso is actually a thick priming paint so ordinary acrylic primer will also suffice.
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    5 Next, paint the primed star with the pale blue paint. Use two coats if necessary to completely cover the holder and set aside to dry.
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    6 Working quickly and using a slightly stiffer paintbrush, apply the silver gilt cream all over the surface of the star. Don’t worry if some of the blue undercoat is visible.
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    7 Wait five minutes to allow the gilt cream to dry slightly and then rub vigorously with the rag to distress the surface of the silver and reveal some of the blue undercoat. Finally, polish with a clean rag and place a nightlight in the centre.
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  Honesty Wreath


  Make a welcome change from the rather over-used dark green ivy or holly and predictable red berries by creating this ethereal wintry wreath in palest green and silver to grace your front door.


  This unusual and magical combination uses the papery seed heads of honesty and silver thistles which grow so abundantly in the Swiss Alps, opening in dry weather and closing slightly when the air becomes damp like little barometers. The small honesty branches are secured simply by pushing them into the twiggy wreath base, while the thistles are fastened on with short lengths of florist’s wire. The garland is then finished off beautifully with a sumptuous gray-green satin ribbon at the top.


  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Twiggy wreath base


  •


  Large bunch of dried honesty


  •


  6 silver thistles


  •


  Bradawl


  •


  Lengths of florist’s wire 35cm (14in) long


  •


  1.5m (60in) grey satin ribbon 7cm (2¾in) wide
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    1 Break the honesty branches up into smaller sprays and push them individually at an angle into the twiggy wreath base, working around the wreath to make sure the base is well covered. Leave a small space at the top in which to tie the ribbon. You will find that the honesty holds firm and needs no extra form of attachment.

  


  
    [image: Illustration]


    2 Shorten the stems of the silver thistles and make a hole through the top of the stems with the bradawl. Push a length of florist’s wire through each stem and twist to hold securely.
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    3 Space the thistles evenly around the wreath and secure by pushing the two ends of the wire through the honesty and around the back of the twiggy base. Twist from behind to hold the thistles securely.
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    4 Tie the ribbon in a generous bow. Thread a piece of wire through the back of the knot and wire the bow onto the wreath in the same manner as the thistles. The extra wire behind can be twisted into a loop from which to hang the wreath.
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  Miniature Papier Mâché Houses


  These bright and colourful little houses were inspired by the old Polish custom of making Christmas cribs in the form of houses, churches and amazing palaces. They were made from card, wrapped in paper and highly decorated with glittery foils. Groups of carol singers carried the largest examples around the villages at Christmas. The tradition continues to this day and many towns hold competitions to judge the best crib.


  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Thin card


  •


  Scissors


  •


  PVA glue


  •


  Fungicide-free wallpaper paste


  •


  Recycled white paper


  •


  Acrylic gesso


  •


  Paintbrush


  •


  Acrylic paint in blue, pink, orange and yellow


  •


  Selection of silver cord, braids and ric-rac


  •


  Selection of shaped sequins


  •


  Adhesive tape
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    1 Draw the elements of the house on to the card – base, back, front, two gable ends, two roof pieces and roof ridge – and cut out. Using PVA glue, stick the front and sides to the base and to each other. Hold in place for a minute or two until the glue begins to set, then add the front and back sections of the roof, finally adding the roof ridge. Allow the glue to dry.
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    2 Mix the wallpaper paste and tear the paper up into small squares. Smear lightly with the paste and cover the entire house with paper, taking it under the base. Allow to dry on a radiator or in a warm place for an hour.
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    3 Paint the house with two coats of acrylic gesso, allowing it to dry thoroughly between each coat.
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    4 Mix the blue acrylic paint on a saucer and paint each gable end – you may need to apply two coats for even coverage.
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    5 Paint the front and back pink, the base and roof orange and the roof ridge yellow. Always clean the brush thoroughly between each different colour.
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    6 Put three strips of the adhesive tape along the front of the roof and stick some of the decorative braid in place. Repeat on the back of the roof.
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    7 Add the silver ric-rac to the front and back and stick the cord around all the edges of the base, house and roof. Dissect the blue gable ends with a cord.
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    8 Lastly, add the sequin decoration, large blue stars at the front and back and smaller sequins along the roof ridge. Cut the leaves in half and arrange on either side of the silver cord on the gable ends and finish off with two pink flowers.
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  Picture Frame Ornaments


  These enigmatically empty miniature picture frames with their eighteenth-century feel are so simple and satisfying to make and look quite stunning simply displayed in your home, or even around the branches of your Christmas tree.


  Soft copper is easy to cut and enticing medium to work with. It’s surprisingly simple to create the lovely repoussé design by drawing on the back of the metal with a dry ballpoint pen, thus making a raised pattern on the front which catches the light beautifully. With age, copper will darken and tarnish; if you want to retain the warm glow of newly worked copper foil, polish regularly with metal polish or permanently protect it from the air with a coat of clear varnish.


  YOU WILL NEED


  •


  Roll of copper foil 0.1mm (4/1000in) thick


  •


  Small, pointed scissors


  •


  Tracing paper template


  •


  Invisible tape


  •


  Wad of folded tissue paper


  •


  Dry ballpoint pen


  •


  Small ruler


  •


  Sewing tracing wheel
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    1 Cut a piece of copper slightly larger than the template and stick the tracing paper design on with the tape. Rest the copper on the wad of tissue paper and transfer the design onto the metal foil beneath by drawing lightly over the guidelines with the dry ballpoint pen.
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    2 Remove the tracing paper and press firmly with the ballpoint pen over the lightly drawn lines, using a ruler to help you draw the straight lines. Outline the outer and inner edge of the frame as shown.

  


  [image: Illustration]


  
    [image: Illustration]


    3 Draw in the latticework pattern around the frame and fill in the upper part with dots made by pressing the point of the ballpoint pen very firmly into the metal. Remember that you are working on the ‘wrong’ side of the metal and your design will appear as a raised pattern on the other side. Carefully cut away the scalloped edge in the centre and trim the excess metal around the outside.
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  Citrus Pomanders


  Traditional citrus pomanders simply decorated with cloves have been made since the sixteenth century. They were thought to have been carried to ward off disease.


  The unusual and inventive variations of Elizabethan pomanders opposite are made by sticking cloves into the orange in spirals, diamonds and stars. You can then roll them in the ancient recipe of powdered orrisroot and sweet spices to preserve them. This should be done several weeks before Christmas for the best
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