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About the course


How to use this book

This book is designed to be used alongside class teaching and your wider reading. It aims to introduce the big ethical topics covered by the specification, which is a broad introduction to the subject of ethics and religion.

Each chapter begins with a ‘way in’ to the topic and prints the relevant part of the specification. Then there follows a series of double page spreads that explore at least one big question that you need to study for your A or AS Level exam. Remember that if a word is found on the specification then it can turn up in a question. Make sure you are clear on every word and phrase before you go into the exam.

It is sometimes tempting to focus all your learning on knowing different facts but 60 per cent of your assessment will come from your ability to analyse and evaluate a particular question. This book aims to keep you focused on that skill and to provide you with enough knowledge, rather than swamping you with it.

At the end of each double page there is a set of questions. The Core questions test your engagement with the material in that section. The Stretch questions require you to think outside the box a bit and sometimes to do some further research, usually using the internet. The Challenge questions take you beyond the specification and help you to think more about the place of the topic in the context of ethics as a whole.

Each chapter ends with a review section, some further whole topic questions, including more extension material and a debate you might hold as a class, and then a focus on one aspect of essay-writing skills.



How to study this course

The most important thing to do is to engage with the material you cover in class! Ask questions, listen to your classmates (and the teacher!) and make excellent notes (in your own words so that you ‘own’ the material). Outside of class, look up anything you’ve found tricky in class and don’t be afraid of being interested by a topic and just reading more widely, whether it is a book from the library or on the internet. Just be careful with websites and make sure you understand who wrote the material – some websites are written by religious believers or others who are arguing strongly for a given point of view and some A Level websites are written by students, rather than teachers or experts in the topic.

The most important thing you must do is to write essays. You will be assessed purely by essay in the final exams and you need to practise these as a skill, much like you would a musical instrument. Put all your effort into your essays and when you get them returned, reflect on what you can do next time. Don’t just read the teacher’s comments and put them away but use the feedback to set yourself a target – something specific to improve on in the next essay. Each chapter has a ‘Get practising’ section at the end that will give you an insight into essay skills.

Finally, make sure you enjoy the course! Some topics will engage you more than others but choosing to study A Levels is a positive choice and the course should be filled with lots of fun.



Assessment

OCR Religious Studies assesses you across two ‘Assessment Objectives’:


	•  AO1 – knowledge and understanding – the facts needed to be able to engage with the topics (40% of the marks)

	•  AO2 – analysis and evaluation – making those facts your own and being able to think critically about them (60% of the marks).



All essays will be given a mark for each of these AOs separately, but you need to practise writing essays that combine the two throughout the essay – your teacher will give you support in structuring these.


Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge and understanding

Marks for AO1 come from being able to select the right information which contributes to your answering of the question. The best essays come from being precise in the information (not waffly) and making sure that everything is explained concisely – i.e. you write enough and not everything you know about a topic. Show the examiner that you are in control.



Assessment Objective 2: Analysis and evaluation

At AO2, you are arguing to explore all sides of a question. Often this will be points for and against but the highest marks come from those candidates who understand that all strengths and weaknesses themselves have advantages and disadvantages. Never leave an argument hanging in an essay, unexplored.

See overleaf for the mark scheme criteria for AO1 and AO2.

OCR A Level Religious Studies: OCR maintains the qualification specification on the OCR website. You should always check for the latest version and any updates. https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/




	Level
	AO1 mark scheme description





	6
(14–16)
	An excellent demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  fully comprehends the demands of, and focusses on, the question throughout

	•  excellent selection of relevant material which is skilfully used

	•  accurate and highly detailed knowledge which demonstrates deep understanding through a complex and nuanced approach to the material used

	•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context

	•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	5
(11–13)
(AS: 13–15)
	A very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  focuses on the precise question throughout

	•  very good selection of relevant material which is used appropriately

	•  accurate and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding through either the breadth or depth of material used

	•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	4
(8–10)
(AS: 10–12)
	A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  addresses the question well

	•  good selection of relevant material, used appropriately on the whole

	•  mostly accurate knowledge which demonstrates good understanding of the material used, which should have reasonable amounts of depth or breadth

	•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	3
(5–7)
(AS: 7–9)
	A satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  generally addresses the question

	•  mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material

	•  some accurate knowledge which demonstrates sound understanding through the material used, which might however be lacking in depth or breadth

	•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with only partial success.






	2
(3–4)
(AS: 4–6)
	A basic demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  might address the general topic rather than the question directly

	•  limited selection of partially relevant material

	•  some accurate, but limited, knowledge which demonstrates partial understanding

	•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary

	•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with little success.






	1
(1–2)
(AS: 1–3)
	A weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  almost completely ignores the question

	•  very little relevant material selected

	•  knowledge very limited, demonstrating little understanding

	•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary

	•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	0(0)
	No creditworthy response.








	Level
	AO2 mark scheme description





	6
(21–24)
	An excellent demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  excellent, clear and successful argument

	•  confident and insightful critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue

	•  views skilfully and clearly stated, coherently developed and justified

	•  answers the question set precisely throughout

	•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context

	•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is an excellent line of reasoning, well-developed and sustained, which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.




	5
(17–20)
(AS: 13–15)
	A very good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  clear argument which is mostly successful

	•  successful and clear analysis and evaluation

	•  views very well stated, coherently developed and justified

	•  answers the question set competently

	•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.




	4
(13–16)
(AS: 10–12)
	A good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  argument is generally successful and clear

	•  generally successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views well stated, with some development and justification

	•  answers the question set well

	•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a well–developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.




	3
(9–12)
(AS: 7–9)
	A satisfactory demonstration of analysis and/evaluation in response to the question:

	•  some successful argument

	•  partially successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views asserted but often not fully justified

	•  mostly answers the set question

	•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with only partial success.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.




	2
(5–8)
(AS: 4–6)
	A basic demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  some argument attempted, not always successful

	•  little successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views asserted but with little justification

	•  only partially answers the question

	•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary

	•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with little success.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.




	1
(1–4)
(AS: 1–3)
	A weak demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  very little argument attempted

	•  very little successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views asserted with very little justification

	•  unsuccessful in answering the question

	•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary

	•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.




	0(0)
	No creditworthy response.








The exam

If you are studying the full A Level then you will sit three exams at the end of the course – one in Philosophy, one in Ethics and one in the religion you are studying. Each exam will give you four questions and you need to choose three – this means the best advice is that it is not possible to drop a topic as sometimes you end up talking about more than one topic in an essay. The exams are two hours long and so each essay has 40 minutes – two minutes to plan, three minutes for your introduction, four chunky paragraphs and about three minutes for the conclusion.

If you are studying for the AS Level then each of your three exams will be 1 hour 15 minutes with just over 35 minutes for each essay.



Revision

Revising for an exam is a personal thing and you will know from your GCSEs what has worked for you – some people prefer words, some mind maps, some flash cards and so on. However, don’t forget that you will be dealing with a vast quantity of information compared to your GCSEs over more than one subject area and so the techniques you used at GCSE won’t necessarily be the right ones to use at this level. Use every opportunity to get your revision notes sorted out before the actual exam year – your internal mock exams, your class tests and so on. The more you have done through the course, the easier you will find those final exams. Ultimately, when you get to the exams, you do not want to be picking up these textbooks again! You want all you need to be in one set of organised notes so that you can keep calm and focused as you commit them to memory.

Remember even during revision that you must keep the focus on AO2. Some students find it helpful to learn material by starting with strengths and weaknesses of areas and moving from there onto the core AO1 knowledge.



Further reading

The same author team have published other books you might find helpful in your course. There are workbooks published for each of the three papers with questions to help you structure your thought for each topic. The My Revision Notes series of A Level revision guides written for this OCR course condense the information from the course even further. Also, the book Aiming for an A in A-level Religious Studies can guide you through the course and give you study skill ideas and essay technique suggestions. All these books can be found on the Hodder website, www.hoddereducation.co.uk.






Introduction to ethics
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Gain an overview of key debates and terms within ethics.
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[image: ] Starter

On a copy of the diagram below, sort the following actions: giving to charity; murder; going for a walk; fox hunting; telling lies; keeping promises; kindness; singing a song; torturing people; stealing.

Compare your answers to those given by a classmate.

Are there any that you disagree on?

Are there any that do not fit in any of the three sections?
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What is ethics?

Ethics can be defined as the branch of knowledge that deals with moral principles; it is the study of the moral principles that govern how we act or behave. As we saw in the Starter activity, there are many things we do that are not governed by ethics – our eating, walking and conversations are not usually subject to the categories of right and wrong. Ethics is about those actions or behaviours where the categories of right and wrong may be applied.

It is worth noting that ethics is not the same as study of law. While murder is both morally and legally wrong, telling a lie in most circumstances is not against the law, but could be viewed as morally wrong. Equally, there may be occasions where someone may argue that the law is wrong and there is a moral duty to disobey it, for example during civil rights protests on racial equality.

Ethics is not the same as customs and culture. There are different customs for how we greet others (a kiss on the cheek or a handshake, for example), but to fail to shake hands with someone is not usually seen as morally wrong.



Types of ethical questions

There are three main levels of ethical questions.
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	•  Chapters 1–4 of this book examine normative ethics. The theories of natural law, situation ethics, Kantian ethics and utilitarianism all aim to provide general guidance and rules on how to act.

	•  Chapters 5, 6 and 9 examine three issues in applied ethics: euthanasia, business ethics and sexual ethics. Each of these topics considers how the normative theories might help to solve the issues.

	•  Chapter 7 considers meta-ethics, and Chapter 8 examines the issue of conscience – a consideration that might affect ethical discussion at each of the three levels of questioning.





Approaches to normative ethics

In normative ethics, theories are often characterised as being absolutist or relativist. An absolutist believes that moral rules are fixed and apply at all times and in all places. A relativist believes that moral rules are not fixed, but are instead dependent on situation or culture.

Ethical theories can also be characterised as deontological or teleological. A deontological ethic concentrates on whether the action itself is good, for example is it right or wrong to steal? A teleological ethic judges the rightness of an action by its consequence, for example it may be acceptable to steal if your family is starving.

Typically, natural law and Kantian ethics are absolutist and deontological. Utilitarianism and situation ethics are relativist and teleological. However, the division of ethical theories into deontological and teleological is a generalisation. The desire to put labels on to theories and categorise them into neat boxes is largely a twentieth-century development. It is entirely possible to argue that natural law is teleological and that rule utilitarianism is not completely relativist.
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[image: ] Key terms

Absolutism In ethics, the idea that right and wrong is fixed at all times and for all people

Relativism The idea that what is right or wrong is not fixed, but is dependent on situation or culture

Deontological An ethic that is focused on the rightness or wrongness of the action itself, often using the idea of duty

Teleological The idea that goodness is determined by the outcome of an action

[image: ]






[image: ]

[image: ] Activities

Core


	1  What is the key difference between absolute and relative ethics?

	2  What is the key difference between deontological and teleological ethics?

	3  What is the difference between normative ethics and meta-ethics?



Stretch


	4  In the Ring of Gyges example, Plato argues that it is important to do the right thing even if we could get away with doing the wrong thing.
Write a paragraph assessing whether he is right. What do you think and why?


	5  A law student says, ‘There is no need to study ethics, we have the law to tell us what is right and wrong.’ How would you answer them?



Challenge


	6  Choose one of the thinkers on the ethics timeline and research their views. As a class you could research different thinkers and briefly present their ideas. This will introduce some of the thinkers you will meet during this topic and provide some context and background on their ideas.
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CHAPTER 1 Natural law
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Big picture

One way of approaching ethical decision-making is the idea that right and wrong can be decided based on whether something fulfils its purpose. Thomas Aquinas argues that everything, including people, has a telos (purpose) and that whether actions are good depends upon whether the purpose is fulfilled.
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Engage

Look at the photos, and copy and complete the table.




	What is it?
	What is its purpose?
	How would you decide if it was good?





	Chair
	 
	 



	Apple
	 
	 



	Human being
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What makes any of these things good?



For natural law thinkers, the second and third columns of the table are linked. Whether something is good depends on whether it achieves its purpose. If the chair collapsed under you when you sat on it, you could not describe it as a good chair. Aristotle’s theory of the four causes (in the Philosophy component of the course) suggests that everything has a final cause or ‘telos’. Everything and everyone should aim to fulfil their telos.
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[image: ] Key term

Telos Greek word meaning the purpose or end (as in aim) of something
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You will probably find that the final row of the table is the hardest! Discuss in pairs what you think the purpose of human beings might be. Review Aristotle’s theory of the four causes if you have already covered it in the Philosophy component.




	The specification



	Content
	Key knowledge





	Aquinas’ natural law, including:

	•  telos

	•  the four tiers of law



	

	•  Origins of the significant concept of telos in Aristotle and its religious development in the writing of Aquinas

	•  What they are and how they are related:

	1  Eternal law: The principles by which God made and controls the universe and which are fully known only to God

	2  Divine law: The law of God revealed in the Bible, particularly in the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount

	3  Natural law: The moral law of God within human nature that is discoverable through the use of reason

	4  Human law: The laws of nations








	

	•  the precepts



	

	•  What they are and how they are related:

	•  The key precept (do good, avoid evil)

	•  Five primary precepts (preservation of life, ordering of society, worship of God, education of children, reproduction)

	•  Secondary precepts








	Learners should have the opportunity to discuss issues raised by Aquinas’ theory of natural law, including:

	•  whether or not natural law provides a helpful method of moral decision-making

	•  whether or not a judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on its success or failure in achieving its telos

	•  whether or not the universe as a whole is designed with a telos, or human nature has an orientation towards the good

	•  whether or not the doctrine of double effect can be used to justify an action, such as killing someone as an act of self-defence.










1.1 What are the key ideas of natural law?
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[image: ] Aim

Learn about the key ideas of natural law ethics and how these help followers make moral decisions.
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[image: ] Starter

An evil alien race has taken over planet Earth. It plans to wipe out human life, but will spare it if you can show that there is something unique and special about human beings that means they are worth keeping alive. What could you say that would save humanity?

[image: ]





Telos

Aristotle and Aquinas argue that human beings have a unique telos. For Aristotle, this is found in rational thought. While we share many features with other creatures on the planet – such as the ability to reproduce, to grow and to feel emotions – we are unique in having the ability to reason and reflect. In exercising our reason, we are flourishing and achieving our telos.

Aquinas develops this idea. As humans, we are uniquely able to reflect on our moral behaviour and to consider whether the things we are doing are good or bad. For Aquinas the main moral rule is that we ‘do good and avoid evil’. This is known as the synderesis rule. All other moral rules are taken from this.
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[image: ] Key term

Synderesis The innate principle or natural disposition directing a person towards good and away from evil
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Primary and secondary precepts

Aquinas believes that when we reflect on our telos and understand the key rule, there are five primary precepts or rules that follow from this. Aquinas believes that these are self-evident and are things that we are naturally inclined to pursue.


	1  Preservation of innocent life: Aquinas argues that we are to preserve life. It is evident that life is important, both our own and that of others. It is natural and reasonable for a person to be concerned with ‘Preserving its own being and … preserving human life’.

	2  To reproduce: It is also rational to ensure that life continues and this is the main purpose of sexual intercourse.

	3  Education, particularly education of the young: Humans are intellectual creatures and it is natural for us to learn.

	4  To live in an ordered society: We are social beings and it is good to live in an ordered society where it is possible to fulfil our purpose.

	5  To worship God: We are also spiritual beings and we should recognise God as the source of life and live in a way that pleases him.



The primary precepts are absolute and universal, but they are general statements about what is good for humans – they do not necessarily tell us exactly how to act. Aquinas therefore suggests that secondary precepts are needed. These are more specific rules that can be deduced from the primary
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The four tiers of law



The eternal law




The divine law




Natural law




Human law
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	1  What are the five primary precepts?

	2  How does natural law relate to the laws that are in the Bible?

	3  What does Aquinas believe about whether we need to obey the laws of our country?





	4  How do Aristotle and Aquinas differ on the idea of telos?

	5  Suggest a possible secondary precept for each of the five primary precepts.





	6  Find out about the philosophy of Stoicism. How did this Ancient Greek school affect understandings of natural law?
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1.2 Is natural law a helpful method of making moral decisions?



[image: ]



[image: ]






[image: ]




[image: ]







	Issue
	Most relevant primary precept
	Specific secondary precept





	Contraception
	Reproduce
	‘Do not use artificial contraception’



	Marriage
	 
	 



	Euthanasia
	 
	 



	Abortion
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Interpreting the natural law
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	Analyse and evaluate



	Natural law can be seen as a helpful way of making moral decisions because:
	Natural law is unhelpful as an approach to moral decision-making because:





	The primary precepts are not particularly controversial. They are goods that are valued by all societies, both present and past, but … (See the first reason in the unhelpful column.)
	(From the first reason in the helpful column) … it can be argued that basic goods vary far more across societies than is generally realised. When these are taken to the level of secondary precepts, it becomes obvious that there are different attitudes to the value of life, which gods should be worshipped and how many people can be involved in marriages.



	The primary precepts in particular lead natural law to predominantly be an absolutist ethical theory. This means that there is a clarity to its judgements.
	As an absolutist theory, natural law can at times appear too legalistic and fixed on obeying the rules, particularly when there are very obvious negative consequences. However, it might be argued that this is to do with how the theory has been interpreted rather than because of the theory itself.



	Unlike other absolutist approaches to ethics, there is some flexibility in terms of the application of secondary precepts that may take situation into account. It has to be pointed out, however, that some interpreters of natural law, particularly within the Catholic tradition, have not always been flexible.
	Natural law commits the naturalistic fallacy of observing what happens in the world and assuming that this is what must happen. It attempts to define moral values in non-moral terms (see Chapter 7 on meta-ethics).



	Natural law leads to a belief in certain rights that exist regardless of context. The value of life, the right to education and to live in peace are seen as part of the natural order of the world.
	There is a tension between the clarity of the primary precepts and the flexibility of the secondary precepts. The catechism does not recognise this difficulty in its claim that the natural law is ‘universal in its approach’ and the ‘application of the natural law varies greatly’.



	Natural law affirms the importance of reason; humans are made in God’s image and possess the rational capacity to work out right and wrong by observation of the world.
	See also the discussion of telos on the next pages for further issues with natural law.
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	1  Explain two strengths of natural law ethics.

	2  Explain two weaknesses of natural law ethics.

	3  How have some strict Roman Catholics (the manualists) differed from the views of Thomas Aquinas in how natural law is interpreted?





	4  Explain what is meant by the naturalistic fallacy.

	5  To what extent do you think that the primary precepts are shared by all societies? Justify your answer.





	6  Find out more about different schools of thought within natural law using websites such as the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Stanford University Philosophy site. Do you think any of the approaches is more convincing? Does one of the approaches address some of the weaknesses above?
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1.3 Can right and wrong be based on the idea of telos?
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Aquinas and telos
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Sartre’s existentialism
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	Analyse and evaluate



	Natural law is right to base ideas of right and wrong on telos because:
	Natural law is wrong to base ideas of right and wrong on telos because:





	If Aquinas is right that there is an essential human nature, then there really is a good for all humans that they should strive towards.
	Aquinas may be making the mistake of assuming that all human beings have the same purposes; it may be possible that each of us has different purposes. Aquinas himself seems to allow this in his recognition that priests who are called to celibacy are exempt from the primary precept of reproduction.



	While Aquinas supports telos with reason, divine command theory (which argues that right and wrong are based on the revealed commands of God) makes a similar point via revelation; the Bible reveals the ‘plans and purposes that God has for human beings’ (Jeremiah 29:13).
	As shown above, existentialists dispute whether humans have any purpose except the ones they freely choose for themselves. If God does not exist, then it seems difficult to argue for objective human purpose.



	 
	Similarly, the scientific theory of evolution seems to suggest that purpose is not a feature of the world, but is rather something that human beings project on to the natural world.



	 
	The idea of telos entails that some things are natural to human beings and other things are unnatural.
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	1  What does it mean to describe Sartre as an existentialist?

	2  According to Sartre, what is the key difference between humans and man-made objects? Why does this matter?

	3  What is divine command theory? How could it be used to address the question of whether right and wrong can be based on the idea of telos?





	4  Explain why atheism is essential to Sartre’s ideas.

	5  Look at the arguments for and against the significance of telos. Which argument is the strongest? Justify your answer.





	6  Find out more about the existentialism of thinkers such as Sartre. What impact does existentialism have on ethics?
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1.4 Can the idea of double effect be used to justify actions?
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Interior and exterior acts





	Interior (motive)
	Exterior (action)
	Aquinas’ judgement





	To impress the teacher
	Giving to charity
	Wrong – interior



	To prevent starvation
	Stealing bread
	Wrong – exterior



	To prevent starvation
	Buying bread
	Good







Aquinas on double effect – one action, two effects!
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Applying double effect



	•  Abortion: During pregnancy, a woman is told that her life is at risk if she continues with the pregnancy. Even if she and her doctors are devout Catholics who believe that the foetus is a life that is sacred, an operation to save the mother’s life is permitted in spite of the consequences to the foetus. The doctor would be carrying out one action (an operation) with the intention of saving the mother’s life (good effect) and the secondary effect of ending the life of the foetus (bad effect).

	•  Euthanasia: A doctor gives a seriously ill person a large dose of a pain killer as an attempt to treat them (action). This has the effect of relieving pain (good effect), which is the doctor’s intention, but runs the risk of causing death (bad effect). If the person dies, the doctor has done nothing wrong according to natural law as this was an unintended, although not unforeseen, consequence of the action. Note that if the doctor was intentionally harming people under their care, then the answer would be completely different, despite the action being identical.
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	Analyse and evaluate



	Double effect is a good way of justifying moral actions because:
	Double effect is not a good way of justifying moral actions because:





	Double effect allows some flexibility in an otherwise rigid moral decision-making procedure. An action that produces both good and bad effects is permitted provided the good one is intended.
	The idea that a bad effect is permitted if it is unintended and secondary is difficult to judge. It is almost impossible to genuinely judge the intention of a person. It may appear that someone was acting in self-defence and that their attacker’s death was an accident, but only they will ever know. Likewise, in the example of the doctor, there is no difference between the external actions of the one who wishes to relieve pain and the one who wants to kill.



	It is a recognition of the complexity of real-life situations. Some absolutists such as Kant have no answer for situations where duties clash or competing goods cannot both be achieved. Double effect allows sufficient consequential thinking into natural law to solve some of these cases.
	Similarly, it is difficult to know how far to press the idea of double effect and which areas it may cover. The use of condoms with the intention of saving life where HIV is spreading has proved a controversial area in the Roman Catholic Church. There may be other areas where double effect could be applied in order to save life or assist reproduction that may result in a slippery slope.
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	1  Explain the idea of interior and exterior acts. Give an example of each.

	2  Explain what is meant by the doctrine of double effect.

	3  How does double effect apply in the case of euthanasia?





	4  Explain one of the key difficulties in using the idea of double effect.

	5  Rank the arguments for and against double effect. Can you think of a counterargument to some of these points?





	6  Using your material from Question 5 above, write up an essay for a question that asks you to assess double effect.
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1.5 Do human beings and all of creation really have an orientation towards the good?
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Natural law and the good



Stoicism – the orientation of creation




Aquinas – the orientation of human beings
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	Analyse and evaluate



	There is an orientation towards the good because:
	There is not an orientation towards the good because:





	Stoicism and religious thinkers are able to appeal to the order present in creation – Paley’s arguments on design (which you will cover in Philosophy) are examples of this type of approach.
	An objection to the orientation of creation towards the good is to reject the teleological view of the universe that comes from the assumption of God or gods. Modern evolutionary views suggest that the universe and life on Earth are the result of random chance and do not have any orientation or goal in mind. Dawkins famously suggests that evolution is a ‘blind watchmaker’.



	Aquinas is right that we do want to live well and we naturally aim for goodness/happiness. Where we miss this, it is because we are unclear on what goodness is or differ about how to achieve it, but our aim is nevertheless the same.
	The idea that humans have an orientation towards the good raises issues for some theologians. Augustine (AD356–430) argues that humans are fallen and affected by original sin. This extends to our ability to make good moral decisions and act upon them. Our will is divided. Aquinas recognises this point to some extent but places more emphasis on the image of God, which gives us ‘ratio’ or ability to reason.



	Aquinas’ ideas on natural law give a dignity to human beings and places faith in their ability to reason, but … (See weakness 3.)
	(From strength 3) … as seen above, there is some suggestion that although it is commendable that Aquinas gives such priority to reason, he is being overly optimistic about what reason can achieve.



	 
	Aquinas’ view of real and apparent goods could be seen as a little naïve. It seems that some humans knowingly commit evil actions, and it is mistaken to suggest they are merely pursuing apparent goods. A glance at the day’s news suggests that not all humans have a natural inclination towards the good.
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	1  What is the difference between a real and an apparent good?

	2  What is Aquinas’ view on moral mistakes?

	3  How might the idea of evolution oppose the view that there is an orientation towards the good?





	4  How do Stoics argue that the whole of creation, including all humans, has an orientation towards the good?

	5  Write a conclusion to an essay asking you to consider whether humans do naturally aim for the good.





	6  Review the Philosophy topics of Arguments from Observation (design argument) and (if you are studying Developments in Christian Thought) Augustine’s Teaching on Human Nature, and make notes on any synoptic links to this topic.
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Wrap up
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	  1  Whose idea of telos does Aquinas use in his theory of natural law?

	  2  What does the word telos mean?

	  3  List the five primary precepts.

	  4  Where might a Christian find the divine law?

	  5  According to Aquinas, why do people do bad things?

	  6  What is the name for an action that has two effects – one good and one bad – but where the good effect is intended?

	  7  Does natural law permit people to kill enemy soldiers in war?

	  8  Which is the highest tier of law according to Aquinas?

	  9  How might Sartre and existentialists criticise natural law?

	10  Under what circumstance might natural law permit abortion?
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	1  Make a copy of the grid below. Without looking at your notes, aim to add four or five points in each box. You could further train your memory by trying to repeat the process after a couple of weeks.





	Explain telos (Aristotle and Aquinas)
	Explain primary and secondary precepts
	Four tiers of law



	Strengths of natural law
	Issues around telos
	Other issues with natural law



	Explain and assess double effect
	Real and apparent goods
	My conclusion on natural law





	2  Below are six words that can be used to describe ethical theories. What does each of the words mean? Which would you use to describe the theory of natural law? Explain your answer.






	3  ‘Is natural law a useful ethical theory?’






	4  The ethical theory of proportionalism is a recent development of natural law by Bernard Hoose (1945–). This broadly accepts the principles of natural law, but draws on the principles of casuistry (applying the general principles to specific situations) to bring in more consequential thinking. It allows moral rules to be broken if there is a ‘proportionate reason’ to do so that would create less evil. The Catholic Church has opposed proportionalism as it fails to rule certain acts as intrinsically evil.


	5  As studied in the context of the specification, natural law is most definitely a religious ethic. This need not be the case, however. The classical versions of natural law from the Stoics may have made some reference to the ordering of the world by the gods/nature, but this was more philosophical than religious. The order of nature was rational. This idea that natural law should be followed regardless of the existence of God is also found in the sixteenth century, where Hugo Grotius, a leading natural law thinker, argues that even if God does not exist, the rules of natural law can be established by reason.


	6  For the brave: Look at the specification on page 1 and try to write a possible exam question. Bulletpoint (or write!) a model answer to your question and get your teacher to mark it.
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	•  explain Aristotle’s idea of telos and how Aquinas develops this concept

	•  explain Aquinas’ views on the four levels of law and his ideas on primary and secondary precepts

	•  assess whether natural law enables good moral decisions to be made

	•  consider whether telos can be used to decide whether something is good or bad

	•  consider whether the universe has telos and whether humans have an orientation towards good

	•  assess whether the idea of double effect is helpful.
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Get practising


Ask the expert




The expert says




Grace’s first attempt
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Grace’s improved response
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