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      To every believer who has ever felt the pull of a divided heart.

      To those who know what it is to begin with devotion, yet feel the subtle drift of distraction, compromise, fear, pride, or weariness trying to turn the soul away from the Lord.

      This book is dedicated to the ones who still desire to walk wholly after God in a world filled with golden calves, convenient altars, flattering voices, and divided kingdoms.

      May the warnings of 1 Kings awaken holy fear within us.

      May the failures of kings remind us that no wisdom, wealth, influence, position, or past blessing can replace present obedience.

      May the courage of Elijah call us back to the altar, back to the fire, back to the still small voice, and back to the God who still answers.

      And may every wandering heart hear again the question from Mount Carmel: “How long halt ye between two opinions?”

      If the Lord be God, follow Him.

      With a humble prayer that every reader would choose Him wholly, follow Him faithfully, and guard the heart before wisdom gives way to wandering.

    

  


  
    
      And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

      — 1 Kings 18:21

      

      
        
        “A divided heart never stays hidden forever. What the soul will not settle in secret, life will eventually reveal in sorrow.”

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Foreword

      

      
        Introduction

      

      
        Preface

      

    

    
      
        1. When the Throne Trembles Before the Crown Changes Hands - 1 Kings 1

      

      
        2. The Promise That Protected the Kingdom - 1 Kings 1

      

      
        3. A Father’s Final Charge to His Son - 1 Kings 2

      

      
        4. When Justice Settles Unfinished Matters - 1 Kings 2

      

      
        5. The Prayer That Asked for Wisdom Instead of Wealth - 1 Kings 3

      

      
        6. Wisdom That Could Hear a Mother’s Heart - 1 Kings 3

      

      
        7. When Order Reveals the Strength of a Kingdom - 1 Kings 4

      

      
        8. The King Whose Wisdom Reached Beyond Israel – I Kings 4

      

      
        9. Building What David Dreamed but Could Not Do – I Kings 5

      

      
        10. The House Built for the Name of the Lord - 1 Kings 6

      

      
        11. When Beauty Serves the Glory of God - 1 Kings 7

      

      
        12. When the Glory Filled the House - 1 Kings 8

      

      
        13. A King Kneeling Before a Holy God - 1 Kings 8

      

      
        14. The Blessing and the Warning After Worship - 1 Kings 9

      

      
        15. When Wisdom Impresses the Watching World - 1 Kings 10

      

      
        16. The Slow Drift of a Divided Heart - 1 Kings 11

      

      
        17. When Idols Enter the House Wisdom Built - 1 Kings 11

      

      
        18. The Kingdom Torn by the Consequences of Compromise - 1 Kings 11

      

      
        19. When Pride Refuses the Counsel of the Wise - 1 Kings

      

      
        20. The Day the Kingdom Split in Two - 1 Kings 12

      

      
        21. Golden Calves and Convenient Religion - 1 Kings 12

      

      
        22. 1 Kings 13 — Judgment Spoken at Bethel

      

      
        23. The Prophet Who Cried Against the Altar

      

      
        24. When Disobedience Dies Beside the Road - 1 Kings 13

      

      
        25. A House Judged for Leading Israel Astray - 1 Kings 14

      

      
        26. Kings Who Walked in Shadows and Kings Who Sought the Lord - 1 Kings 15

      

      
        27. When Sin Becomes a Pattern in the Palace - 1 Kings 16

      

      
        28. When Heaven Shut the Windows Over a Wicked Nation - 1 Kings 17

      

      
        29. Grace in the House of a Widow - 1 Kings 17

      

      
        30. Fire on Carmel and the God Who Answered - 1 Kings 18

      

      
        31. When the Prophet Ran From the Threat - 1 Kings 19

      

      
        32. A Still Small Voice, a Stolen Vineyard, and a Fatal Battle - 1 Kings 19–22

      

    

    
      
        Afterword

      

      
        Also by Joshua Rhoades

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      There are books of the Bible that comfort us, books that instruct us, and books that confront us. First Kings does all three, but it does so with a solemn weight that reaches beyond ancient thrones and forgotten palaces. It brings us into the private chambers of the heart, where wisdom can be received, worship can be offered, blessings can be enjoyed, and yet wandering can still begin.

      1 Kings begins with promise. Solomon rises to the throne, asks God for wisdom, builds the temple, prays with humility, and watches the glory of the Lord fill the house. It is a breathtaking beginning. The nation appears strong, the kingdom appears united, and the future appears bright. But as the story unfolds, we discover a painful truth: outward glory cannot protect an inwardly divided heart.

      This devotional is not merely about kings who reigned long ago. It is about us. It is about the places where pride rejects counsel, fear builds golden calves, compromise becomes convenient, and the heart begins to drift while the lips still know the language of worship. It is about the danger of knowing truth without fully yielding to it. It is about the tragedy of wisdom giving way to wandering.

      Yet this book is also filled with mercy. God still sends prophets. God still speaks truth. God still feeds His servants beside drying brooks. God still answers by fire. God still whispers in a still small voice. Even when kings fail and kingdoms fracture, the Lord remains holy, faithful, and true.

      As you walk through these thirty-one days, do not read merely to study Israel’s history. Read to examine your own heart. Let Solomon’s wisdom humble you. Let Rehoboam’s pride warn you. Let Jeroboam’s golden calves disturb you. Let Elijah’s courage strengthen you. Let Ahab’s end sober you.

      And above all, let the question from Mount Carmel follow you through every page: “How long halt ye between two opinions?”

      May this devotional call us away from divided devotion and back to the Lord with a whole heart.
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      There are few tragedies more sorrowful than a heart that once walked in wisdom but slowly wandered from God. The book of 1 Kings begins with the throne of David passing into the hands of Solomon, a son blessed with opportunity, promise, peace, and wisdom from above. It opens with a kingdom united, a temple prepared, a prayer lifted, and the glory of the Lord filling the house. The early chapters shine with devotion, order, worship, and wonder. Yet as the pages turn, the same kingdom that stood beneath divine blessing begins to tremble beneath divided hearts.

      1 Kings is not merely the record of ancient thrones and forgotten kings. It is a mirror held before every soul that has ever been tempted to drift from the God who first gave blessing. Solomon’s wisdom was great, but wisdom without surrender could not keep his heart from wandering. The temple was glorious, but sacred buildings could not protect a divided soul. The throne was strong, but compromise weakened what power could not preserve. By the time the kingdom divided, the fracture in the nation had already begun in the heart.

      This devotional journey through 1 Kings invites us to walk slowly through triumph and tragedy, worship and warning, fire and famine, prophets and palaces, wisdom and wandering. We will see Solomon kneeling before God, Jeroboam building golden calves, Elijah standing before Ahab, and the Lord still speaking in days of darkness.

      For thirty-one days, we will be reminded that a divided heart will eventually produce a divided life. The warning is sobering, but the mercy of God still shines through the ruins. The Lord still calls His people back from wandering, back from compromise, and back to Himself.

      May this journey teach us to guard the heart before the kingdom falls.
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      The book of 1 Kings is not merely a record of rulers, thrones, temples, wars, prophets, and divided kingdoms. It is a spiritual mirror held before the heart. Within its pages, we see what happens when wisdom is received but not guarded, when blessing is enjoyed but not surrendered, and when worship is practiced outwardly while the soul begins to drift inwardly.

      This devotional was written with one burden: to call the heart back to whole-hearted devotion to the Lord.

      Solomon began with such promise. He asked for wisdom instead of wealth. He built the temple for the name of the Lord. He prayed with humility, and the glory of God filled the house. Yet the same man who stood in such holy privilege later allowed his heart to be turned away. That slow drift should make every believer tremble. If Solomon could wander with so much wisdom, then we must never trust our knowledge more than our obedience.

      As the kingdom divides, the warning deepens. Rehoboam teaches us the danger of pride. Jeroboam shows us the tragedy of convenient religion. Ahab reveals how far a nation can fall when wickedness sits in power. Elijah reminds us that God still has a voice in dark days. Again and again, 1 Kings tells us that divided hearts eventually produce divided lives.

      These thirty-one devotional readings are meant to be read slowly, prayerfully, and honestly. Do not rush past the warnings. Do not soften the rebukes. Do not miss the mercy. Let each chapter ask the questions that matter most: Is my heart wholly the Lord’s? Have I built any golden calves of convenience? Am I listening to truth, or only to voices that agree with me? Am I walking in wisdom, or wandering with knowledge in my head and compromise in my heart?

      May this journey through 1 Kings lead us back to the God who still answers by fire, still speaks in a still small voice, and still calls divided hearts to follow Him fully.
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            WHEN THE THRONE TREMBLES BEFORE THE CROWN CHANGES HANDS - 1 KINGS 1

          

        

      

    

    
      The book of 1 Kings opens with the throne of David trembling beneath the weight of transition. David, once the giant-slayer, psalmist, warrior, fugitive, and king, is now old and stricken in years. The man who had ruled Israel through victories, failures, tears, and mercies could no longer warm himself beneath the covers of age. His body was weak, but the kingdom still needed direction. In that fragile moment, ambition began to move in the shadows. Adonijah, the son of Haggith, saw weakness near the throne and imagined opportunity for himself. When leadership appears frail, the hidden desires of men are often revealed.

          The Scripture says, “Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king.” That sentence exposes the heart of the chapter before it ever describes the ceremony. Adonijah was not chosen by the Lord, confirmed by David, or anointed according to the promise. He simply lifted himself and spoke his own will over the future. His words, “I will be king,” are the language of pride before they are the language of politics. He wanted the crown without the calling, the throne without the timing, and the honor without the humility. Self-exaltation always begins by making personal desire sound like destiny.

          Adonijah prepared chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. Pride rarely remains quiet once it believes its moment has arrived. It wants movement, display, applause, and public proof that others should take it seriously. The chariots made him look powerful, the horsemen made him look royal, and the runners made him look important. But appearance is not anointing, and noise is not the same as God’s approval. A man can build a parade around himself and still be outside the will of the Lord. Heaven is not impressed by what pride arranges to look legitimate.

          The chapter also gives a painful glimpse into David’s home when it says, “And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so?” Adonijah had not merely become ambitious in a day; his spirit had grown without the restraint of correction. David had fought mighty battles, but there were battles in his house that had not been handled with the same courage. Love that never asks hard questions can leave a soul unguarded against itself. A child never corrected may become a man who cannot bear to be denied. Adonijah’s beauty, birth, and royal nearness did not make him fit to reign. Character must be shaped before authority is safe.

          Adonijah gathered support from Joab and Abiathar, men whose names carried weight in Israel. Their presence gave his movement military strength and religious appearance. Yet important supporters cannot make rebellion righteous. Joab had long been useful but dangerous, and Abiathar had stood near holy things, yet both were found beside the wrong claimant. This reminds us that a person can have history with God’s people and still lack discernment in a crucial hour. Past service does not excuse present compromise. When the kingdom trembles, loyalty must be measured by truth, not by convenience, friendship, or influence.

          But God still had faithful voices in the hour of danger. Nathan the prophet saw what was happening and refused to remain silent. He went to Bathsheba and warned her that Adonijah reigned while David knew it not. Bathsheba then came before the old king and reminded him of the oath that Solomon would reign after him. Nathan confirmed the danger, and the hidden rebellion was brought into the light. In a trembling season, God used truthful voices to preserve His purpose. The promise did not survive because men were passive, but because faithful people spoke when silence would have helped rebellion.

          David acted, and Solomon was set upon the king’s mule, brought to Gihon, anointed by Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet, and proclaimed king with the trumpet. The people rejoiced with great joy, while Adonijah’s feast suddenly lost its confidence. Those who had gathered around self-exaltation became afraid and went every man his way. Adonijah, who had said, “I will be king,” ended the chapter clinging to the horns of the altar. Pride promised him a throne, but brought him to trembling. This chapter warns every heart not to seize what God has not given. When the throne trembles before the crown changes hands, let the Lord choose, let humility wait, and let the soul refuse any crown that must be stolen.
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