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“Please keep me in this arena until it’s time for me to claim my victory if I don’t take it home with me tonight.” My mother wanted to see her daughter win Miss Atlantica, therefore even though it wasn’t my fault, I was prohibited from competing in this beauty contest for five years. Was I drawn into my Coronation, which I never got to enjoy, because of her act or because I was so beautiful? I felt like a tyrant, scolded in front of millions. My crown was removed from my head, and my mother was detained by the police in this same arena together with the judges she had bought off. Today, it’s about me and my attractiveness, not about money or favors.” 

Before the beauty pageant, which was hosted in Atlas City, North Atlantica, began, Zoe responded to an interview conducted by Nate, the talk show presenter of the Atlantica contest.

The live interview between Zoe and the presenter, Nate, was being seen by other contestants at the dress rehearsal studio. Her mother Connie had died while serving a five-year jail sentence for paying the judge to have her daughter Zoe crowned, but her father Frank and sister Menander were present in the crowd.

Leon, her boyfriend, was there to encourage and congratulate her.

The interview went on.

“The day had finally arrived for Miss Atlantica 2022,” Nate began.  “You must sense angels descending upon you and believe that God Himself has already bestowed upon you a heavenly crown. What do you hope to gain from this day, or what do you want from this glitzy occasion?”

“Everything, I mean, I could take home with me,” Zoe retorted. “But my first and foremost diadem, which I can’t leave this pageant without, is Coronation. Again and again, I desire the crown in my mind. This pageant is intriguing and unlike any other.

Everyone is encouraged to compete, and after all the turmoil and criticism I have faced, it is exhilarating for me to be seen by millions of Antaticans. As a young girl of twenty-six, I am filled with excitement.” 

“Talking about competition, what are your plans after Coronation?” inquired Nate. “Since you are a billionaire, are you going to invite each contestant out or are you going to have a private party with them?”

In response, Zoe said, “I hadn’t considered that, but Miss Atlantica 2022 merits an exceptional celebration and remembrance moment. Rather than the criticism I expect after this interview, she should be handled with care and respect. Gender and racial equality is what I want more of.”

“You are an activist and among the most commendable donors to many non-profit organizations in Atlas,” Nate remarked. 

“In your early 20s, you become a self-made billionaire by investing successfully in a range of small and medium-sized enterprises.

If you win this beauty contest and are proclaimed Miss Atlantica for a second time, don’t you think people could assume you bought off the judges?”

In response, Zoe said, “You are bringing the past into the present tense, which will get my name disgraced and I feel humiliated. In any case, you seem worried about me; why?”

Nate carried on with the interview, saying, “I would like to know why you won five years ago if there was bribery involved. I am aware that your mother’s conduct of bribery with the judges crushed your heart. 

Is this the reason you’ve returned with your inherent attractiveness, which will allow us to view your triumph as a remarkable feat?”

“It was my mother, and she was sentenced to five years behind bars where she died,” said a mortified Zoe. “I was prohibited from participating in any beauty pageants and blacklisted for a period of five years. I should mention that I have no control over how other people see me or think about me. They would see, nevertheless, that my mother’s desire to see her daughter win the beauty contest overshadowed my own bribing. I just brought my beauty and tried to control my actions since, at the end of the day, we’re all in this together. 

Everything a model experiences is the same in terms of fame, beauty, education, and prestige.”

You really are a courageous girl,” Nate remarked. “Following the bribery disaster that occurred five years ago, I learned about your career beginnings and the treatment and criticism you received from your agency colleagues.

Did you launch your own modeling agency and become a model for your own business because of this?”

In response, Zoe said, “Maybe not, maybe yes, but as an opportunist, I do everything that is feasible and eat what is tasty and sharp to taste, and my fellow contestants are aware of what we have gone through.” 

“What inspired you to participate in this beauty pageant again after your name has been the target of ridicule in the media?” Nate inquired.

“Is it that you love modeling and feel that your physical attributes make you a good model, or did you pick up this profession from your mother and want to please her?”

“I have been planning this day for years, and yes, I want to make my mother proud because, as you know, this is not my first time participating in a beauty pageant,” Zoe retorted. “I’ve been through a lot, and I am aware of how the media tried to kill me with the goal to ruin my public image.  Since intuition is the foundation of all you accomplish, you will follow it through to completion. My profession is modeling, which I adore.”

“We are still live on the Atlas talk show at the Miss Atlantica pageant 2022,” “Nate stated as he turned to face the camera. On the talk program, one of our contestants serves as our co-host. Let’s take a break now and use Zoe’s hand to go to the market to check on the state of the economy. We will check in with Pima, one of our journalists, at the dress rehearsal studio when we return to hear what the other contenders have to say about Miss Atlantica beauty pageant 2022.” 
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It is true that today will go down in history and serve as a constant reminder of our experiences,” Pima said, turning to face the camera. “Right now, I’d like to know what the competitors have to say regarding the event and our Miss Atlantica 2022 crowning. Let me begin by introducing you to Naomi, our first model.

The models were arranged in a row on the seats, each with a microphone in their hands. Naomi was positioned to the right. Consequently, Pima began with her in front of them.

In her speech, Pima expressed her gratitude to Naomi for taking part in the chat program as a means of getting ready for the beauty pageant. “Would you share your thoughts on the 2022 beauty pageant with every viewer in the nation watching the show?” She added.

“Thank you Pima for this opportunity to express my feelings and my worries,” Naomi retorted. “I would like to first say, being part of this show sucks and calumniates us before we even hit the stage to showcase our beauty.”

Pima remarked after being shocked by Naomi’s remarks., “What makes you think that it sucks to be part of this show or part of the pageant?” 

“This show is for billionaires like Zoe because the only things that are at work right now are bribery and what you do for the community,” Naomi retorted. Zoe is back and her throne should be returned to her. The main thing that sucks about this show is to see our presenters manipulate our names.”

Pima asked, “come out of the closet and stop talking mystery Naomi; what exactly do you mean?”

Naomi replied, “I have lost hope and audacity and I don’t think I will ever outdo Zoe; she has all powers that make our blood run cold.”

Pima said, “I get you, Naomi but you should trust your instinct and Zoe is as beautiful as you all are. She has brought her beauty to fulfill her dream as a model and no bribery is involved. To be afraid of failure is not an acceptable option.”

In spite of her silence, Naomi felt anxious because her words did not convey anything meaningful but displayed a state of fear in her heart.

Pima moved on to the second contestant whose name is Gina, who appeared down-spirited, and asked, “Gina, how are you feeling today?”

Gina replied, “I feel less confident than the person that I was when I came. I feel like if I win the pageant and be crowned as Miss Atlantica 2022, people would say it is because of bribery that occurred before the show. You should not have called us to the interview before the show. Even the questions that you have asked Zoe are all meant to manipulate her beauty and her success as a businesswoman.”

Pima said, “I hear you, Gina and I would like to turn to the studio to hear from our presenter’s view and how we should resolve this matter.”

The screen turned to the studio and Nate spoke with Zoe about her feelings.

Nate apologized, “I understand that this interview is not what you all expected to be.

The questions that I have posed to you were not intending to manipulate you or the other contestants, as some might think. I would like to apologize for making the contestant less confident.”

Zoe replied with a smile, “your apology is appreciated, but it will not change the mind of the people concerning billionaires like me. Gina and Naomi expressed the feelings of us all but we will do what we are talented at and our beauty will get us crowned.”

Nate said, “I would love to close the show and let you leave and prepare for the stage but I would love to hear from our followers on social media.”

Zoe replied, “thank you, and please, don’t be regretful about all that you have said and what we have just spoken about.”

Nate nodded his head and turned to the comments on social media. He read aloud the comment from an anonymous commenter.

The comment said, “What we see is the true natural beauty of our children who worked so hard to build their bodies not billionaires who pay bribes to judges in order to get the title. By this I mean, let there be confidence in our models, and let us not let the dire past event influence our presence.”

Lastly, another anonymous commenter tried to manipulate Zoe by saying, “we need to sometimes face the truth. Zoe is the most exalted girl in the room and her flawlessness gives her the power to capture the whole festival. We know that she is the one who financed the whole project and she is a major shareholder of the Miss Atlantica Beauty Pageant. The models are less confident because of competing with Zoe not because of what Nate has said. Anyway, I am not a billionaire and I prefer to be quiet. I mean she was banned from taking part in such a pageant. I wish it was for life, not only a few years.”

The screen turned to Pima and one of the contestants, Angel spoke up to defend Zoe’s reputation and to restore her confidence.

Angel declared, “There is nothing we can do to undo what has already happened, and I hold the show’s host accountable for controlling Zoe’s career. It was him who reduced the confidence of these models. He ought to be let go immediately. How could he embrace the past over the present, thus defaming the names of the contestants and the judges? This event’s intrigue and mood have been destroyed by you. You have defamed the viewers of Atlas TV and damaged the reputation of the Miss Atlantica Beauty Pageant.

I feel sorry for you since you embarrassed our gifted models. Before we forcibly shut it down, end this show.” 

The contestants regained their strength as Nate overcame his fear.

Consequently, the producers and managers of the show summoned Nate out of the studio, meaning that the show could not go forward. Zoe smiled as she greeted the other contenders during the dress rehearsal. So they got together, and before they started practicing for the show, one of them, Gina, gave them encouragement.

“Most people on the planet are working toward their goals without facing bias or discrimination. Let us, as models, give ourselves over to this interview and allow its rebellious quality to fade into the past. I don’t care if I come in first and get crowned Miss Atlantica—I just love you all. I’m having fun being a model.

Let’s examine ourselves and let instinct be our compass and our bulwark.

The performance is entirely focused on us, so let’s seize this opportunity and make it our own. Why should we let the outsiders destroy us? Gina inspires the Models.

“I just wanted to give a warm welcome to my friend Zoe who’s getting back into modeling,” Naomi stated. “Since I am aware that she is the one who is more heartbroken than any of us, I would like to offer her words of support. I want to let her know that, despite her history, she is still one of us because I understand what it’s like to be in the spotlight and face so much hatred and disbelief.” 

“Thank you so much and I feel so truly welcomed to be part of the show again,” Zoe added, her face filled with emotions. “I have battled many times to get back on this stage to make a pitch. It has been a journey. I wish we could throw an after-party just for the four of us to celebrate the arrival of our new Miss Atlantica. You are all so gorgeous. It might be any of us; we’re all gorgeous and deserving of the highest regard. I adore you and hope that whatever you do turns out well for you. It is our obligation to turn this into a career.” 

As everybody applauded her and raised their hands, the call to report to the makeup studio was heard. Cleo, one of the show’s managers, entered the dress rehearsal space and confronted them.

“I salute my queens with all respect and honor, and I’m here to call you to the final show preparation,” he declared. “I’m Cleo, and I work as one of the pageant’s supervisors. It’s been ten years since I moved here. It is imperative that I inform you all that you are all stunning and attractive. Your attractiveness is the only thing that can speak for you, therefore you have to feel good about the way you look.I would want for you to accompany me to the makeup studio since I adore you.”

They went with him to the makeup area, where a makeup artist was assigned to take care of their cosmetics and makeovers. 
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After the show, Nate was summoned to the manager’s office for a meeting. having to respond to inquiries about his goals for the program that stifled the models’ excitement. He showed up at the office ahead of Mr. Smith, the senior manager.

He noticed Mr. Smith’s worry over the show as he sat down.

“Sir, I heard your call for me. Could you please explain why my manager’s concerns caused him to do something he had never done before?” he said in greeting.

“Nothing to worry about Nate, but I am the one who is most concerned,” Mr. Smith stated, “because the entire purpose of the talk show was to bring Zoe’s name into disrepute. Then steal our contestants’ self-assurance. Do you have a grudge against the billionaire, or is there anything you could tell me?”

In response, Nate said, “I was talking about things that everyone knows; I didn’t mean to manipulate the names of the models.” Since many people have needed her help after experiencing heartbreak, Zoe is a well-known billionaire.”

“Was there anything else you could question her on, other than her past, which I think still pains her tender heart?” Mr. Smith inquired.

“She is the one who revealed it at first glance, and I thought she was fine with it,” Nate shot back. “It seems like a topic that would be interesting to discuss today and draw in more views and followers.” 

“More viewers and followers that will leave the hearts of our models discouraged!” Mr. Smith angrily responded, pounding the table. “The name of our company tainted by the wicked stain of women’s rights violations?”

“If you were the show’s host, what would you do to win the models’ favor and encourage them to stay strong?” Nate inquired.

“Even if she was the one who initially disclosed her past,” Mr. Smith retorted, “I would not have stuck to her past. The only thing wrong with you is the show you did, which devalued the prestige of models in our nation even before they took the stage to perform their roles.” 

“Please pardon me for this stupidity; I have made a tremendous mistake. You are free to decide whether or not to fire me, but before you do, would you kindly accept my apology so that my heart can rest?” Nate stated.

Then Mr. Smith answered, “You will be corrected, not dismissed. I accept my apologies and would like you to address the public and issue a televised apology—possibly on our TV channel or following the beauty competition.”

“I will accomplish this by now and would love to just take a few weeks off, maybe two weeks just to refresh myself,” Nate declared. 

“You’ll get the leave you desire, so it’s okay. I’ll videotape your apology and share it on one of the broadcasts leading up to or following the Miss Atlantica competition in 2022.” said Mr. Smith.

In order to capture Nate’s apology on camera, Mr. Smith summoned his filmmakers. He showed them to the private room so they could record Nate as they arrived.

“Before the Miss 2022 Atlantica beauty pageant commences,” he apologized as the camera turned to face him. “I want to offer my congratulations for the occasion as well as my confession. I am fallible as a person. True enough, but I didn’t mean to dampen the enthusiasm and energy of our pageant contestants.  I performed my show with pride and excessive excitement, which is why some people are unhappy while others are left confused and in disarray.

Zoe, you were tricked by me. I should be severely punished because I am to blame. Once our contestants’ hearts have been soothed, I will be pleased, as it will prepare them to face one another on stage.

She is in far worse shape than you, so don’t worry about your neighbor. When I apologize for the embarrassment I brought to your attention, I feel bad about myself. I’m standing here to apologize to the people whose hearts I’ve damaged and to those of whom I’ve been entrusted with serving as their mentor and role model. 

I sincerely hope that I could just disappear for a brief period and then resurface as a different person who respects and understands women’s rights. I was advised by a small bird to respect people’s privacy by not disclosing their undamaged bed linens in public.

But in order for tomorrow to be better and more tranquil, I pray that those soiled linens will be cleaned and purified. Despite having disappointed a lot of people, I’m glad I was the first to own my wrong and take steps to make things right.

I now need your assistance to help me reinterpret the discourse that devastated the models’ hearts. I want people to evaluate me based on their devotion to and affection for Atlas TV rather than the conversations that left the contestants heartbroken.

Excitement and pride go hand in hand, in my opinion, but there must be compensation for righting wrongs. Please pardon me, Atlanticans, and let’s bring back the honor of our cherished television network. I’m grateful.”

Without even speaking to his boss, he ended his conversation, walked off camera, and headed home. His repentance speech was recorded and played back on one of the broadcasts before to the start of the beauty competition.

While their makeup artists did makeup and watched a different talk program featuring celebrity interviews, the contestants in the makeup studio watched apology of Nate on the television. 

The television discussion show came to a halt just as they were ready to go out of the make-up studio. Everyone was captivated by Nate, one of the presenters, as his recorded apology played.

In order to hear the apology, even the contestants and their representatives took a moment to stop working.

They were inspired to respond favorably and accept Nate’s apologies after hearing his heartfelt words of regret. On social media, people began to forgive him for his actions shortly after the apology was displayed. 

Nate’s focal point of apology, Zoe, remarked, “You are a wise man who listens and understands the will of the people. We accept your apology and feel that our vigor has returned. Rest easy, knowing that we are always here to support you and your talk show as usual.”

Most of the folks who posted said, “Apology accepted,” moved their attention away from Nate’s apology and onto the beauty contest they had come to see. 

“You are very audacious,” Gina, who was seated next to Zoe, remarked as they supported one another. “Zoe, you are incredibly lovely and endearing, and I know you. You have refused to back down and have continued to have faith in your abilities to heed your instincts.

I hope that no one destroys your career once more and that, should it occur tonight, your coronation will be a tremendous celebration.

You are a courageous girl, strong enough to weather any crisis. You’re still such a sweet little child. Twenty-six is equivalent to fifteen years in your situation. You will be crowned Miss Atlantica 2022 with today’s crown, and Miss Atlantica 2023 and Miss Atlantica 2024 will follow.  This will continue year after year for five years till these nasty people’s jaws close. You look great in this garment, and it appears that it was made to fit your needs.”

“Thank
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