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			Why love?

			At the root of love is a desire for existence. Love is why we exist.

			—Barry Aubin

		

	
		
			What Is the Afterlife?

			We live in the age of science, a time when very few people still discuss theories about the afterlife. We demand proof, not merely belief, and since religions are based on faith rather than proof, modern-day churches are suffering a decline in followers. Since the 1950s, it has been easier for people to claim they either don’t know about the afterlife or don’t believe in it because there is no proof.

			In an address at a conference on science, philosophy, and religion in 1941, Albert Einstein declared that science can be created only by those who aspire toward truth and understanding. He famously concluded: “Science without religion is lame. Religion without science is blind.”

			—Tippett1

			This paper seeks to understand the afterlife based on twenty years of intense study. As a result of my research, I have created what I call the “Electron Consciousness Theory.” The theory states that all souls are comprised of electrons.

			I will attempt to explain—through our current understanding of science and religion—souls, God, consciousness, and the afterlife. When I developed the Electron Consciousness Theory, I considered the Bible and other religious texts as possible means of extracting scientific observations. While the observations in religious texts don’t tend to be scientific in nature, they are nonetheless observations people have made over the last five thousand years or so, pertaining to the concept of God and the afterlife. I attempt to find a link between consciousness, God, and the afterlife that can be explained by science in religious books and offer my theory on the topic. I’ve made a serious attempt to ensure I’m not promoting heresy in any religion but rather finding the commonalities in all religions that bear truth.

			A religion, old or new, that stressed the magnificence of the universe as revealed by modern science might be able to draw forth reserves of reverence and awe hardly tapped by conventional faiths. Sooner or later, such a religion will emerge.

			—Carl Sagan2

			So much is unknown about the things we cannot physically see, hear, or touch; however, that doesn’t necessarily mean they do not exist. For example, consider electricity. Our understanding of electricity has increased over the years, but there is a great deal we don’t know. What is inside an electron? What is its makeup?

			Nikola Tesla—inventor, electrical engineer, mechanical engineer, and futurist—said this about electricity:

			It was Macak, the cat, who introduced Tesla to electricity on a dry winter evening. “As I stroked Macak’s back,” he recalled, “I saw a miracle that made me speechless with amazement. Macak’s back was a sheet of light, and my hand produced a shower of sparks loud enough to be heard all over the house.” Curious, he asked his father what caused the sparks. Puzzled at first, Milutin finally answered, “Well, this is nothing but electricity, the same thing you see through the trees in a storm.” His father’s answer, equating the sparks with lightning, fascinated the young boy. As Tesla continued to stroke Macak, he began to wonder, “Is nature a cat? If so, who strokes its back? It can only be God,” he concluded.

			This first observation was followed by yet another remarkable event. As the room grew darker and the candles were lit, Macak got up and took a few steps. “He shook his paws as though he were treading on wet ground,” remembered Tesla in 1939.

			“I looked at him attentively. Did I see something, or was it an illusion? I strained my eyes and perceived distinctly that his body was surrounded by a halo, like an aureola [sic] of a saint!

			“I cannot exaggerate the effect of this marvelous sight on my childish imagination. Day after day, I asked myself what is electricity and found no answer. Eighty years have gone by since that time, and I still ask the same question, unable to answer it.”

			—Carlson3

			Since the beginning of time, people have concluded that lightning was a physical manifestation of the power of God.

			We cannot see God. We cannot see most electricity, like electrons.
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			“Pictures of electrons circling protons and neutrons, held together by the electrical field.”

			What if electricity is consciousness, heaven, a part of heaven, the afterlife, or a means of communication from God? Or, as some people may ponder, what if it is God?

			I refer to my theory as an advancement in scientific panpsychism. In Greek, pan means “throughout or everywhere,” and psyche means “soul.”

			The human brain is comprised of an exceptional number of electrons. Electrical impulses are transmitted through nerves that, in turn, fire synapses in the brain. This suggests that consciousness is electrical instead of chemical or merely physical brain tissue; consciousness is stored inside electricity. The brain interprets the electric signals and stores the information inside the individual electrons found in the brain.

			The physical brain stores physical memories and processes thoughts, senses, and memories through chemical and electrical transmission. However, after death, the physical and chemical elements of the brain decompose into simpler components. Due to decomposition, the physical brain does not survive death.

			[image: ]

			“Picture of a neuron firing in the synapse. The brain is electrical.”

			The First Law of Thermodynamics, first proposed and tested by Emilie du Chatelet, states that energy is neither created nor destroyed. So, what does survive after the death of a human being? Electrons. But since they cannot be created or destroyed, where do they go?

			The Electron Consciousness Theory suggests that since thoughts in life are transmitted through the brain in electrical form, those thoughts survive within a single electron in death, meaning the electrons from our brain never cease to exist. Therefore, when the physical matter that makes up our brain decomposes into dust, the consciousness of an individual or soul (made up of electrons) must go somewhere. The Electron Consciousness Theory suggests that the electrons join the universe as part of heaven, meaning the culmination of all the electrons in the universe is heaven—or a part of what is heaven.

			Tung-Kuo Tzu asked Chuang Tzu, “What is Tao—where is it?”

			“It is everywhere,” replied Chuang Tzu.

			Tung-Kuo Tzu said, “It will not do unless you are more specific.”

			“It is in the ant,” said Chuang Tzu.

			“Why go so low down?”

			“It is in the weeds.”

			“Why even lower?”

			“It is in the potsherd.”

			“Why still lower?”

			“It is in the excrement and urine,” said Chuang Tzu. Tung-Kuo gave no response.

			—Stepaniants and Behuniak4

			“‘Energy is energy is energy,” great grandfather instructs with a chuckle and a sweeping gnarled old hand. “The same energy that is you is me, the loon, the tree, the lake, the sky.” —Deatsman and Bowersox5

			It seems that a great deal of the scientific community has been trying to figure out how the physical brain stores memory or what consciousness is, but perhaps we ought to figure out how electrons store memory and how the brain interprets the electrical signal.

			“As humans, we can identify galaxies far away; we can study particles smaller than an atom. But we still haven’t unlocked the mystery of the three pounds of matter that sits between our ears.”

			(Barack Obama April 02, 2013, Remarks by the President on the BRAIN Initiative and American Innovation. East Room 10:04 A.M. EDT)6

			In life, consciousness is concentrated in one area. Consider the large number of electrons in your mind. After death, the electrons are forced to disperse. The Electron Consciousness Theory suggests that the electrons scatter and are no longer concentrated in your mind to create the essence that is you. If a person’s body is buried after death, it will take some time for the electrons to penetrate the casket and earth. In contrast, cremation allows the electrons to be more free-flowing and quickly join the atmosphere. Just think: when we die, our electrons join life in the surrounding area, such as the rock by the cemetery. Then they join the other electrons in the universe, jumping from one atom to another throughout time. In this way, we become a single electron within the countless others scattered throughout the universe.

			In life, living as a human, the consciousness is concentrated in the brain and the physical body. In death, the electrons of the body disperse and lose cohesion. But that does not mean that the consciousness is lost; it means it is less concentrated and dispersed, and the electrical signals of that consciousness are lower in volume. While the electrons may be dispersed, the consciousness represented by many individual electrons would still communicate with each of the individual electrons.

			If my body lost cohesion in death, and my soul—the electrons—dispersed, I would like to know that my soul stayed intact somehow.

			There is communication among electrons; there has to be. This is important because it means the physical explanation of the dispersed electrons still has cohesion. It means we can physically explain what happens to the soul after the electrons disperse and that consciousness survives death. We can physically explain that the individual electron in near proximity in the brain is now communicating over more distances in its dispersion. This is important because it explains the nature of dispersed consciousness.

			Just like electricity can communicate in the brain, electricity must communicate through electrical signals with the electricity in the universe. Electron communication from one electron to another—no matter their composition—exists, plus there is the movement of electrons. Electrons typically stick to a proton, but electrons can also move freely from one atom to another. We are led to believe that electrons can only communicate with other electrons in proximity, that the only way for electrons to communicate with other electrons is by moving around. However, the Bible says that God is in all places at one time. This means that I or any other electrical person can communicate with an electron on the other side of the universe. Imagine now the nature of the dispersed electrons as a form of existence.

			Supposing God is the culmination of all electrons in the universe, and electrons are consciousness, how can God be in all places at once? Electrons are not in all places at once, but electrical signals can be in places that electrons are not. However, electrical signals are not always in all places; therefore, the phrase that God is in all places at once is incomplete.

			“Am I a God near
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