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Directions for Young Readers:

Join Sunny, the curious little sunbeam, as she explores the magical Solar System. Along the way, you’ll meet friendly planets, discover exciting facts, and answer a special question! Keep reading to find out if you can guess the answer, and don’t worry, Sunny will reveal it towards the end!
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​Chapter 1: Sunny's Big Adventure
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ONCE UPON A TIME, IN a faraway corner of the galaxy, there was a little sunbeam named Sunny. Sunny loved to explore and learn new things. One day, as she danced around the Sun, she decided it was time to visit the planets of the Solar System.

"I wonder what secrets each planet holds?" Sunny thought to herself. With a twinkle in her eye, she zoomed off to begin her big adventure.
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​Chapter 2: Meeting Mercury
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SUNNY’S FIRST STOP was the closest planet to the Sun, Mercury. Mercury was small and rocky, with craters all over its surface.

“Hello, Mercury! What’s special about you?” Sunny asked.

“Well, Sunny,” Mercury replied, “I’m the fastest planet! I race around the Sun in just 88 Earth days. But I’m also very hot on one side and freezing cold on the other.”

Sunny giggled. “You must be super speedy!”

Mercury smiled proudly as Sunny waved goodbye and zipped off to her next stop.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Chapter 3: Venus, the Mysterious Twin
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SUNNY FLOATED OVER to Venus, the planet that’s often called Earth’s twin because they’re about the same size. But Venus had a surprise for Sunny.

“Hi, Venus! Why are you hiding behind all those thick clouds?” Sunny asked.

“My clouds are made of poisonous gas, and they trap heat, making me the hottest planet in the Solar System!” Venus explained.

“Wow! Even hotter than Mercury? That’s amazing!” Sunny exclaimed.

“Yes,” Venus continued, “and I even spin the opposite way from all the other planets!”

“That’s so cool, Venus!” Sunny said, before heading off to meet her next friend.
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​Chapter 4: Earth, Our Special Home
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SUNNY’S NEXT STOP WAS Earth, the blue and green planet. Sunny knew this planet was special because it’s where all of us live!

“Hello, Earth! What makes you so wonderful?” Sunny asked.

“Well, Sunny, I have water, air, and lots of living creatures. I’m the only planet in the Solar System where plants and animals can live!” Earth said proudly.

Sunny looked around at the oceans, forests, and cities. “You’re so beautiful, Earth! No wonder everyone loves you.”

Earth beamed with joy as Sunny flew on to her next destination.
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​Chapter 5: Mars, the Red Planet
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NEXT, SUNNY ARRIVED at Mars, the red planet with dusty deserts and tall volcanoes.

“Hi, Mars! Why are you so red?” Sunny inquired.

“My soil has lots of iron, and when it mixes with oxygen, it rusts and turns red,” Mars explained. “And guess what? I have the tallest volcano in the whole Solar System, Olympus Mons!”

“Wow, that’s impressive!” Sunny said, imagining climbing such a giant mountain.

Mars waved as Sunny headed off to meet some of the bigger planets.
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