
[image: cover]


Contents

Cover

About the Book

Title Page

Map

Introduction

Cup Trail

Semi-Finals Highlights

Form Guide

At Lakeview

Play-Off Preparations

Finalists

News Travels Fast

Final Practice

Final Teams

Off-Side!

Postscript

Appendix

About the Author

Also by Rob Childs

Copyright


About the Book

THE COUNTY CUP
FINAL

It’s the climax of the competition for the County Cup – the trophy every player wants to win! Who will lift the Cup?

Lakeview

Hoping they’re saving up a Big Win for the Final. . .

or. . .

the winners of the play-off for a place in the Final:

Glendale

Still banging in lots of goals – left, right and centre. . .

or. . .

Westbridge

Trying to get on track for the League and Cup Double. . .

Follow the Cup trail right to the end and enjoy all the drama – on and off the pitch – in this action-packed series from Rob Childs, author of the bestselling Soccer Mad books.
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THE COUNTY OF MEDLAND
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LONG AGO, THE historic county of Medland was made up of four separate regions. These divisions can now only be found on ancient maps, but people living in the old North, South, East and West Quarters remain loyal to their own area.

One example of how the traditional rivalry still survives is the County Cup soccer tournament for schools. Group games were played at first to find the Quarter Champions, who then clashed in the two-legged semi-finals. Now the stage is set – almost – for the County Final, the biggest match of the young footballers’ lives.

The eventual Cup Winners will receive the much-prized silver trophy and be crowned as the new County Champions – the top team in Medland.


CUP TRAIL

The story so far . . .

QUARTER CHAMPIONS

NORTH QUARTER

Glendale Community School
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EAST QUARTER (Joint)

Lakeview High School, Medville

Medville Comprehensive School
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SOUTH QUARTER

St Wystan’s Comprehensive

School, Brinkwood
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WEST QUARTER

Westbridge Community College


[image: Image]


Note: Lakeview beat Medville in a play-off to qualify for semi-finals


 

GROUP TABLES
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SEMI-FINALS
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Note: Westbridge and Glendale must now meet again in a play-off to decide which school will meet Lakeview in the Final.

. . . let’s replay the highlights of these semi-finals first before meeting the teams and then enjoying the exciting climax to the County Cup . . .


SEMI-FINAL HIGHLIGHTS

[image: Image] South v East [image: Image]

1st leg – St Wystan’s 0 – 1 Lakeview

. . . ‘There’s likely to be a hard frost overnight,’ Miss Jackson warned her Lakeview squad, ‘but good footballers need to be prepared to play in all kinds of conditions.’

***

. . . The fact that the score remained 0–0 at half-time was due partly to the difficult conditions, but mostly to the outstanding form of the two goalkeepers.

***

. . . After a Saints’ effort had been disallowed for offside, Lakeview scored from a corner. Harry drew back his left foot and connected sweetly, driving the ball low through a mass of bodies into the net for the winning goal.

2nd leg – Lakeview 2 – 2 St Wystan’s

. . . ‘Trust Elvis to get injured,’ muttered Joe, the Lakeview wing-back. ‘Who’s gonna play in goal now?’

***

. . . Soon after the kick-off, Lakeview’s nervous new keeper seemed rooted to his line, as if stuck in the mud, and the Saints’ number ten hooked the ball high into the roof of the net.

***

. . . ‘We’ll have the wind and rain in our favour second half,’ stressed Ben, the Lakeview captain, as his team trailed 2–1 at the interval. ‘It’s gonna be the Saints’ turn to struggle now.’

***

. . . ‘Great save!’ cried Elvis from behind the goal as his stand-in turned a shot round the post. ‘I’d have been proud of that one.’

***

. . . The ball spun tantalizingly in the mud between him and the Saints’ keeper, but Lakeview’s Henry Tudor stretched out a boot to poke the ball past him and it trickled over the line for the equalizer.
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1st leg (at Medford) – Westbridge 2 – 1 Glendale

. . . The postponement of the first leg due to a frozen pitch meant that Westbridge would be at full strength for the re-match – Yagnesh would be back from India.

***

. . . Yagnesh was unmarked and unhurried – and his shot was unstoppable.

***

. . . Yagnesh struck again in the second half, dummying inside the full-back and curling his left-footed shot wide of the advancing goalie into the far corner of the net. It proved to be the winning goal.

***

2nd leg – Glendale 3 – 2 Westbridge

. . . Glendale took the lead early on when Robbie Jones overlapped up the right wing and whipped across a centre that Giant met with a full-length, diving header at the near post.

. . . After conceding two goals just before half-time, a shell-shocked Glendale could hardly believe they were now 2–1 behind and losing 4–2 on aggregate.

***

. . . Both teams brought on their hard men as second-half substitutes. ‘I’m gonna get my retaliation in first before that nutter clobbers me,’ scowled College’s Dan Cross.

***

. . . After Dan had fouled him, the red mist came down over Carl’s eyes. He ploughed into Dan like a runaway truck and they were soon brawling in the penalty area mud. The two subs were sent off for violent conduct.

***

. . . The spot-kick flew past the College post – the right side for the keeper, the wrong side for the kicker.

***

. . . Westbridge then suffered a late double whammy. Having been coasting into the Cup Final, the wheels of the College bandwagon had suddenly fallen off.
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Also by Rob Childs:

Published by Corgi Yearling Books:

County Cup series

1. CUP FAVOURITES

2. CUP RIVALS

3. CUP SHOCKS

4. CUP CLASHES

5. CUP GLORY

6. CUP FEVER

7. CUP WINNERS

Soccer Mad series

FOOTBALL FANATIC

ALL GOALIES ARE CRAZY

FOOTBALL FLUKES

SOCCER MAD

FOOTBALL DAFT

SOCCER STARS

SOCCER MAD COLLECTION

includes SOCCER MAD and ALL GOALIES ARE CRAZY

SOCCER AT SANDFORD

SANDFORD ON TOUR

Published by Young Corgi Books:

The Big Match series

THE BIG GAME

THE BIG MATCH

THE BIG PRIZE

THE BIG DAY

THE BIG KICK

THE BIG GOAL

THE BIG WIN

THE BIG CLASH

THE BIG BREAK

THE BIG CHANCE

THE BIG STAR

THE BIG FREEZE

THE BIG FIX

THE BIG DROP

THE BIG SEND-OFF

THE BIG FOOTBALL COLLECTION

includes THE BIG GAME, THE BIG MATCH, THE BIG PRIZE

THE BIG FOOTBALL FEAST

includes THE BIG DAY, THE BIG KICK, THE BIG GOAL

THE BIG FOOTBALL TREBLE

includes THE BIG BREAK, THE BIG CHANCE, THE BIG STAR

Published by Corgi Pups,

for beginner readers:

GREAT SAVE!

GREAT SHOT!
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