
Table of Contents

Foreword

Chapter 1. Evolution of Homo Sapiens

Chapter 2. Earliest Primitive Cultures

Chapter 3. Earliest Human Settlements

Chapter 4. Earliest Monument

Chapter 5. Other Early Human Settlements

Chapter 6. Earliest Civilizations

Chapter 7. Some Short-lived Civilizations in Africa

Chapter 8. Fallen Early Civilizations of America

Chapter 9. Evolution of Writing Systems of Civilizations

Chapter 10. Sumer's Successors

Chapter 11. Demise of Egyptian Civilization

Chapter 12. India's Convoluted Civilizational History

Chapter 13. China's Late Rise

Chapter 14. The Amazon River of Civilization

Chapter 15. Overcoming The Dark Side of Human Nature

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Foreword
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Why are we so obsessed with the question of which civilization is the oldest and the greatest? Why are we so concerned about which civilization is the most powerful and the most superior?

Do we not see that civilizations rise and fall throughout human history? Are we not aware that no civilization is totally insular and all civilizations are influenced by others before it and around it?

Is it not time that we recognize that we are all living in a human civilization that is the composite of every civilization that ever existed?

So let us stop quarreling about the merits of different civilizations. let us look beyond the narrow-mindedness and selfishness of nationalism. let us learn from the lessons of the fallen empires and civilizations. let us treasure this common heritage of a worldwide civilization of humankind.

let us make this our common human civilization. let us make this civilization as just and as equal as possible for all humanity. And let's work together to make this an enduring human civilization that will take all of us to the future, to the outer space, and to the wider universe beyond our tiny home planet.
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Chapter 1. Evolution of Homo Sapiens

[image: ]


It is interesting to consider the question of the evolution of humankind and human civilization. It is also useful to consider whether the real origins of all the myriad cultures, languages and writing systems in the world had been correctly identified, and whether all those recorded histories can truly stand up to scrutiny. It is just as important to look into how all such information can offer real insights and real benefits for humankind to improve the lot of all human beings.

It is therefore incumbent on all of us to look carefully into the various stages of evolution of human civilizations. In so doing, we might be able to discern the human progress and regress that had been made along the way, and what is likely to happen in the near future.
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Chapter 2. Earliest Primitive Cultures
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Before there were human civilizations, there were many individual tribes of hunter-gatherers. These were the early humans who migrated out of Africa about 100,000 years ago in search of better climates and hunting grounds. They developed their distinct cultures and lifestyles as they settled in their new homes all over the world. These  were the earliest human cultures. Some of these had probably became extinct in the course of time, while others may have merged and evolved into large human settlements and civilizations.

Few remains of these earliest cultures have been found. But the most spectacular ones are the remarkable cave wall drawings and etchings that they have left all over the world. Some of the most impressive cave drawings are found in the following sites: (location, years ago ya, species depicted)

1. Sulawesi, Indonesia. 45500ya. Pig-deer (babirusa). Limestone cave near Makassar city. One of the remarkable cave drawings shows the babirusa with its distinctive protruded upper canine pointing upwards like horns. It is now an endangered species in Sulawesi.
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2. Northern Spain, Altamira caves, 35000-17000ya, red bison, herd of bisons, horses. Its remarkable red bison looks as if it had just been painted by a modern day artist.
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3. Chauvet caves, France, 30000ya, mammoths, lions, bears, rhinos and horses. Incredible composite of many animals in a wide panel.

4. Northern Brazil, 20000ya, red deer, armadillo, capivara (a large rodent), jaguar, lizard, tapir, and the giant rhea (a type of ostrich).

5. Northern Territories, Australia, 20000ya, kangaroo, humans.

6. Lascaux caves, Southern France. 20000ya. Lions, huge painting of bull and many other animals

7. Argentina, 13000ya, cave of hand prints.  

8. Western Libya, 12000ya, giraffe.

9. Southern India Bhimbetka caves, 12000ya, mostly stick figures of horsemen, archers and tigers, bisons.

From this limited list, it can be seen that the earliest human migrations to almost all corners of the world had left their imprints in caves, depicting their tribal hunting activities, their cultures, and perhaps representing ritual dedication or commemoration of their hunting successes.
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Chapter 3. Earliest Human Settlements
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The remains of a number of the earliest human settlements dating back to before 10000 BCE have been found around the world. Among these are the following remarkable sites.

1. Xianrendong site, Jiangxi, China, where fragments of pottery dating back to 18000 BCE had been found, showing pottery had been made in the hunter-gatherer phase of human development, well before farming was developed.

2. Tell Qaramel, near Aleppo, Syria. 10000 BCE. Foundations of the ruins of several earliest round towers constructed of stone had been found.

3. Nanzhuangtou, Herbei, China. 8500 BCE. Stone grinding slabs and rollers and bone artifacts were discovered at the site. It is one of the earliest sites showing evidence of millet cultivation. Pottery found was dated to 8200 BCE. There also is evidence of domesticated chickens and dogs.

4. Tell es-Sultan, near Jericho, Palestine. 8000 BCE. In this site is the ruins of the Tower of Jericho which was built against the stone wall around the town. According to biblical sources, the mud brick wall above the stone wall had collapsed during an attack by the Israelites. While this was attributed to the trumpet-blowing of the Israelites, the more likely cause is a natural collapse due to disrepair and excess weight of defenders on the walls. The tower was said to be an 8 m tall stone structure, built in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A period around 8000 BCE. The site was first occupied by hunter-gathers when they settled down to a sedentary way of life in the Late Epipaleolithic period, and subsequently their descendants, the Natufians, who might have started the domestication process during the tenth millennium BCE.  In the Neolithic periods, Jericho witnessed the development of agriculture and a complex and thriving community.

All these indicate that permanent human settlements had been established in many different parts of the world from as early as 12000 years ago, showing the wide-ranging migration of the human species around the world and the many parallel developments in widely separated geography.
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Chapter 4. Earliest Monument
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The earliest massive monument built by the ancient people was the huge circular complex of Gobekli Tepe in Anatolia in present-day Turkey near the border with Syria just east of the Mediterranean coast. It was built more than 11000 years ago (9000 BCE) and was discovered inside a man-made hill mound.

The hill has a diameter of 30 m and contains up to 20 buried circles each ringed by huge T-shaped stone pillars of 6 m tall. Three of these big circles are so located to form an equilateral triangle with sides of 21 m, and has two large pillars in the centre of each circle. Two of these circles are made up of two concentric circles each.

There were carvings and sculptures of amazingly vivid representations of wild animals such as lion, bull, fox, wild boar, crane and vulture or geese. That these do not appear to had been depicted as hunted animals seem to suggest that this was a cult of animist belief that treated wild animals as central parts of their world.
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There was no evidence of human habitation in the complex, so apparently it was constructed not as a dwelling but as a meeting place or ritual site or temple by a fairly large tribe of hunter-gatherers who lived and hunted nearby. They must have been an exceptionally innovative, aspirational, prosperous and well-led tribe that had the will, skills and time to quarry these huge stone pillars and put them in a beautiful geometrically designed architecture.

Archaeologist also found a 'rock garden' of used grinding stone tools. Since there was no farming then, these hunter-gatherers must have learned to grind wild grains to prepare perhaps porridge and beer. That this had happened before farming developed was truly amazing. Perhaps this use of wild grains was the main driving force of the domestication and farming of food plants.

Why the site was later abandoned and filled in with debris to form a hill mound is a puzzle. Perhaps the tribe had to move away for some reason and wanted to conceal their precious site to protect it from pilferage. The answer probably can never be found.

Amazingly, Turkey announced in June 2021 that another 11 such hills had been found within 100 km from Gobekli Tepe. So, additional information about this culture can be expected soon.

This colossal monument is a unique cultural relic of the earliest tribal people, and it well pre-dated those of the impressive pyramids of the Egyptians (2600 BCE) and other later large buildings and monuments of the various civilizations.

It is interesting to note that the much later and yet much more primitive-looking Stonehenge (2500 BCE) and other henges in Britain seem to share similar features of a large circular shape and pillars. Could there had been some connections with this early tribe? In fact, recent DNA evidence suggest that  Neolithic farmers from Anatolia (Turkey) reached Iberia and then Britain ca 4000 BCE. They must have brought along with them some of their megalith building culture. A second wave of migration from the Beaker people from Europe then replaced these early settlers in Britain at ca 2000 BCE. Such was the way successive human migrations change many things in history.
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