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The Holy Spirit is the spirit of God. He inspired holy men of old to write the scriptures. Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts of sin, of righteousness and of judgement. He calls men to the saviour, and effects regeneration. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His Church. He seals the believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the assurance of God to bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.

"Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, i would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

" Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

" For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kind of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will."(1 Corinthians 12:1-11)

CHAPTER 1
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The Purpose of God's Gifts
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Together, we are going to have one of the most interesting and informative studies that we have ever had. I want you to enter into this series on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, with your Bible open and with an open mind, as the Holy Spirit Himself becomes our teacher. It is He who holds the key to a successful, fruitful, and victorious Christian life and through His gifts, we glorify God's Son, Jesus Christ. There are two extremes which we face today as we come to the subject of spiritual gifts. First of all, there is abuse. Some have brought a reproach upon the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit because of their misappropriation of the supernatural power of the Spirit. I think most of us could cite examples of fanaticism arising around this doctrine; and because this doctrine has suffered much abuse, there is the second extreme: the average child of God has neglected it and does not know the teaching of the word of God in the matter of spiritual gifts. Lest he be deemed a fanatic or thought to run to the same excesses to which many have gone, the average Christian shies away from the teaching of the word of God in his quest for spiritual gifts.

I want you to see something. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are capacities for service. They are given for service and service alone. Paul named some of the gifts in the 12th Chapter of 1 Corinthians, and I want to inject something here that is most important. We always speak of the NINE gifts of the Spirit. We accept the fact that the gifts number nine, and that exhausts the supply.

Why do we take so much for granted? Why are we so quick to limit God? Don't limit God to just nine gifts when His supply is exhaust less. Paul has named nine gifts in writing to the Corinthians, but there are more. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are given " to every man severally as the Holy Spirit wills."  We are individuals in His sight and God knows us better than we know ourselves, and gives us gifts that are suited to each one of His children. We consider the day in which we live so modern and up-to-date, but the Apostle Paul dealt with problems not unlike many which the churches are facing today; ignorance concerning spiritual gifts. This ignorance on the part of the average professing Christian involves not only spiritual gifts, but ignorance concerning the Holy Spirit Himself. We need some good, sound Biblical teaching regarding this Third Person of the Trinity. Therefore, let us study carefully this person and this subject which is of vital importance to the ministry of the Word of God that we may discover the part that each individual has in the ministry.

Remember, there is just one Holy Spirit! He is the same Third Person of the Trinity who fills the vessel and baptizes with the Spirit, that gives gifts aside from these wonderful gifts of Himself. Much abuse has been brought upon the things of the Spirit, in exactly the same way that much disorder and confusion were evidenced in the lives of the assembly of the Corinthians church. This was, and is now, because of the basic misunderstanding of the Person of the Holy Spirit and His gifts.

CHAPTER 2
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My Glory Will I Not Give to Another (Isaiah 42:8)
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If you are a little cautious, if you are a little loath to accept some things labelled 'the work of the Holy Spirit', one of the greatest criterions that I can give you is this: the Holy Spirit will always glorify, will always edify, will always promote Jesus and Jesus only!

So many times, I have wished that I could have been at that great Conference Table when the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit laid the plan for mankind's salvation, to hear from Jesus' lips His offer to come and take upon Himself the form of man. Each member of the Trinity had a definite part in our salvation, and I can almost hear the Holy Spirit say:  " I will be there to take over the work of glorifying Jesus on the earth and in the hearts of men and women." The Holy Spirit is the greatest promoter who ever lived, and He Promotes just one person: Jesus Christ, the son of the living God. If you never remember another word I say, if you never read another of my messages, remember this as long as you live: when it is the Holy Spirit manifesting His power, He will always edify and glorify JESUS, not some personality.

We have all seen men and women in religious work who do everything in the world to bring glory to themselves and to their own name. The Holy Spirit does not glorify an individual. Never! It is Jesus whom He glorifies, and it was Jesus Himself who said, "if I will be lifted from the earth, I will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32).

Paul, the mighty spiritual giant, understood perfectly, and one of the most profound things he ever said is found in 1 Timothy 1:15: "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am CHIEF." In spite of Paul's great spiritual revelations and his mountaintop experiences; in spite of his glorious knowledge of the things of God, he counted himself to be the least, the chief of sinners. He acknowledged himself as nothing and never tried to build an empire for himself or promote himself.

This explains why the Holy Spirit, through that yielded vessel, lifted up Jesus; and as Jesus was lifted up, lives were gloriously transformed by the power of God. There lies the secret to Paul's ministry and to our personal witness for the Lord Jesus Christ today. 

CHAPTER 3
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'Thus Saith the Lord'
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Nothing is as powerful as the written word of God. If I say one thing and the Bible teaches another, the Bible is right. If your church or pastor teaches one thing and the Bible says another, the Bible is right. Sometimes I think it's the hardest thing in the world for folk to turn away from their preconceived ideas and come back again to the word of God. It will be a wonderful day when all professing Christians, regardless of denomination, get back to the Word of God, back again to "thus saith the Lord." We have so much 'churchology, ' so much theory, so much creed. There is too much of man's doctrine and too little of " thus saith the Lord."

Let me repeat a statement I made before: there is only ONE Holy Spirit, and if you think I am stressing this fact too strongly, perhaps the experience I cite here will help you to understand: I stood before a great congregation with the Holy Spirit using this vessel, speaking through lips of clay, very conscious of the anointing of the Holy Ghost upon my body. The Holy Spirit was molding hearts, in readiness to receive Christ; then, suddenly, there was an interruption by someone in the audience, a distraction as that one began speaking in tongues or giving a personal testimony.

Hear me! There is but ONE Holy Spirit. He does not interrupt Himself as He speaks through a vessel bringing a message of eternal life
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