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[image: 1. The Ding-Dong Man]

My name is A.J. and I hate ice cream.

Well, I don’t hate all ice cream. I like normal ice cream, like vanilla, chocolate, strawberry, and mint chip. But my friend Billy, who lives around the corner, told me he likes weird ice cream flavors like bacon, garlic, and octopus. What’s up with that? Why would anybody want to eat octopus-flavored ice cream? What dumbhead dreamed up that idea?

You probably think this book has nothing to do with ice cream, but you’re wrong. It has everything to do with ice cream.

You see, it was Friday, and we just pledged the allegiance in Mr. Cooper’s class like we do every morning. That’s when an announcement came over the loudspeaker. It was our principal, Mr. Klutz.

“Good morning, Ella Mentry students,” he announced. “It’s a sunny day today. Lunch will be sloppy joe sandwiches. There are no birthdays today. The big news is that Mrs. Jafee and I are leaving this morning to go to Principal Camp.”
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Oh, yeah. Every year, Mr. Klutz and our vice principal, Mrs. Jafee, go hang out in the woods for a few days with a bunch of other principals. Nobody knows why.

“We’re going to learn all kinds of new and creative teaching methods to help you kids learn better,” said Mr. Klutz.

Oh, so that’s why they’re going to Principal Camp. I wondered who would be our principal while Mr. Klutz and Mrs. Jafee were gone.

“While we’re gone,” Mr. Klutz continued, “the acting principal will be Dr. Marshall Carbles, the president of the Board of Education.”

Oh no! Not Dr. Carbles! He’s the meanest man in the history of the world.*

“Have a nice weekend!” announced Mr. Klutz. “I’ll see you when I get back from Principal Camp.”

It was hard to focus on reading and writing and math. I kept thinking about mean Dr. Carbles.

It was also hard to focus on reading and writing and math because it’s reading and writing and math. It would be a lot easier to focus on video games, skateboarding, and football. Too bad we don’t study those things in school.

Finally it was time for recess, the best part of the day. Me and the gang ran out to the playground to play on the monkey bars. That’s when we heard a tinkling sound.

You know the sound I’m talking about?* It’s the greatest sound in the world. It’s the Ding-Dong truck coming down the street! Everybody stopped what they were doing.

“It’s Mr. Will, the Ding-Dong man!” shouted Michael, who never ties his shoes.

“Mr. Will, the Ding-Dong man!” shouted Ryan, who will eat anything, even stuff that isn’t food.

“Mr. Will, the Ding-Dong man!” shouted Alexia, this girl who rides a skateboard all the time.
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In case you were wondering, everybody was shouting that it was Mr. Will, the Ding-Dong man.

Mr. Will is the greatest man in the world, because he drives the Ding-Dong truck. It’s a truck filled with ice cream! What could be greater than that? Anybody who has a truck full of ice cream must be great.

Mr. Will probably gets to eat all the ice cream he wants, every day. Wow! That’s my dream job. When I grow up, I’m going to drive an ice cream truck and be a Ding-Dong man.

We ran over to the fence and pressed our faces against it.

“I love ice cream,” said Andrea Young, this annoying girl with curly brown hair.
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“Me too,” said Emily, her copycat crybaby friend.

“Everybody loves ice cream,” said Neil, who we call the nude kid even though he wears clothes.

It was true. Who doesn’t love ice cream?

“I can smell the ice cream from here,” I said.

“You can’t smell ice cream, Arlo,” said Andrea, who calls me by my first name because she knows I don’t like it. “Ice cream doesn’t have a smell.”

“It does too.”

“Does not.”

We went back and forth like that for a while.

“Your face has a smell,” I told Andrea.

“Oh, snap!” said Ryan.

Mr. Will was playing my favorite song, the Ding-Dong ice cream jingle. It goes like this. . . .
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Do do do do do do do do do do
do do do do do do do do do do

Or something like that.

Mr. Will plays the Ding-Dong jingle over and over and over, all day long.

“When I was little,” Michael told us, “my parents called the Ding-Dong truck ‘the music truck.’ They said it just drives around all day playing music. They didn’t tell me it had ice cream in it.”

“My parents said that when the music was playing, it meant the Ding-Dong man ran out of ice cream,” said Alexia.

“Parents are weird,” I said. “They’ll do anything to prevent us from eating ice cream.”

Mr. Will parked the Ding-Dong truck on the street across from the playground. So near and yet so far away. He leaned out of the truck and waved to us. He was wearing his white Ding-Dong uniform. I really wanted to go over and get some ice cream, but we’re not allowed to leave the school grounds during recess. It’s not fair!

That’s when the most amazing thing in the history of the world happened.

I’m not going to tell you what it was.

Okay, okay, I’ll tell you. But you have to read the next chapter. So nah-nah-nah boo-boo on you.
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Suddenly a bunch of our teachers came running out to the playground. In front of all of them was Dr. Carbles.

“What is that racket?” he shouted.

Racket? I didn’t see a racket anywhere. Our school doesn’t even have tennis courts.

“It’s Mr. Will, the Ding-Dong man,” somebody said.

“Turn off that horrible noise!” hollered Dr. Carbles. He and the teachers were holding their hands over their ears.

Oh, yeah. The Ding-Dong jingle drives grown-ups crazy. Nobody knows why.

“I can’t take it!” shouted Dr. Carbles. “Make that awful music stop!”

It seemed like a good time to start chanting.

“WE WANT ICE CREAM!” I hollered. “WE WANT ICE CREAM!”

I thought the rest of the kids would join in and start chanting with me. But nobody did. I hate when that happens.

“Get that truck out of here!” Dr. Carbles shouted at Mr. Will. “Go peddle your sugary junk food someplace else!”*

Mr. Will stepped out of the Ding-Dong truck and walked slowly toward the fence. Oh, this was going to be good.

“What did you say?” asked Mr. Will.

“Beat it, Ding-Dong man!” shouted Dr. Carbles. “I’ll have you arrested!”

“This is a free country,” Mr. Will shouted right back. “I can go anywhere I want.”

“Turn off that terrible music right now!” shouted Dr. Carbles.

“No!” Mr. Will shouted back.

The two of them were yelling at each other through the fence. It was awesome. Watching grown-ups argue is fun. And we
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