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To the children who carry someone else’s shield
 every day . . . you’re my hero. —K.M.

To all the little heroes with big shoes to fill! —N.S.
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YAWN . . .




UGH . . .
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On most school-day mornings, I’m slow to wake up.
 Slow to get dressed. Slow to walk to the bus stop.
 But not that morning, because . . .

“Today’s the day!” I said, leaping out of bed.

“Shhh, DJ,” said my brother.

“Today’s the day!” I whispered while getting dressed.

“Make sure you brush your teeth, DJ!” Mom called.

“Tadooble la gooble,” I said
 while brushing my teeth.

“Mrow?” said Bast the cat.
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“Today’s the day!” I said, climbing onto the bus.
 “What’s today?” the bus driver asked.

the entire bus shouted.
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I love Super Heroes. The ones who fly, the ones who are
 strong, and even the ones who stick to walls. I want to become a
 hero, too. But sometimes I feel too small . . . or too weak. That’s
 why that day was going to be awesome. Our school was going to
 Hero Day at the Captain America exhibit in Washington, D.C.,
 the biggest Super Hero festival in the world! I was so, so, SO
 excited because we would get to see . . .
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I shouted, pointing at the stage. Captain America is my
 favorite Super Hero. Not because Sam Wilson looks like me
 (he does) or that his shield is super cool (it is). No, Cap is my
 favorite hero because he always helps others. Like that day, after
 Hero Day was over, he was going to deliver solar-battery drones
 to neighborhoods around D.C. Power to the people!
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