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JANUARY 1ST

1660: On this day Samuel Pepys (1633-1703) started his diary.

[image: image]

1788: The fi rst edition of the The Times, previously the Daily Universal Register, was published.

[image: image]

1845: Police used the Telegraph to signal that a suspect for the murder of Sarah Hart had boarded a train at Slough, bound for Paddington. Since the Telegraph could still not send the letter ‘Q’, the message famously contained the description of the man as being ‘in the garb of a Kwaker’. John Tawell was caught and found guilty. (The Times)

[image: image]

1913: London’s motorised cabmen went on a long strike against the price they were charged for petrol. The strike ended on 18 March when they agreed to pay 8d a gallon. (Daily Mail)

[image: image]

2000: The Millennium Dome opened to the public on this day. Building this involved the reclamation of the entire Greenwich peninsula. It was conceived in 1994 under John Major’s government to celebrate 3 millennia, and was used as a Labour achievement. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 2ND

1818: On this day three young engineers, Henry R. Palmer, James Jones and Joshua Field, organised an inaugural meeting to found an Institute for civil engineers. The far-sighted appointment of Thomas Telford as first president enabled the Institute to attract membership and obtain a Royal Charter in the same year. (ICE Archives)

[image: image]

1911: Following a botched attempt by supposed Latvian thieves to break into the rear of a jeweller’s shop at No. 119 Houndsditch on 16 December 1910, and the ensuing gun fight (which resulted in the death of at least one police officer and the escape of some of the gunmen), an informant told the police that members of this gang, including ‘Peter The Painter’, the well-known anarchist, had holed up at No. 100 Sidney Street, Stepney. The resulting gun battle the next day between 200 police officers and the gunmen, with Mr Winston Churchill in attendance, was filmed. (Guardian)

[image: image]

1982: Erika Roe streaked across Twickenham stadium during an England v. Australia rugby union match. Australia lost whilst Erika’s memorable streak made her a suitable icon for sports interruptions. (Independent)


JANUARY 3RD

1804: Twenty-nine-year-old Francis Smith, one of a group of citizens patrolling the Hammersmith area in the wake of the sighting of a ghostly figure, shot and killed a plasterer, Thomas Millwood, who was wearing the pale clothes of his trade, in the evening. Smith was tried for wilful murder on the grounds of ‘Intent to Kill’. Found guilty, the initial sentence of hanging and dissection was commuted to a year’s hard labour.

[image: image]

1946: William Joyce, ‘Lord Haw-Haw’, an Irish-American fascist who held a British passport, and who had broadcast German propaganda from Germany to Britain during the Second World War, was hanged by Albert Pierrepoint at Wandsworth Prison on this day. He was the penultimate person to be hanged for a crime other than murder. (The Times)


JANUARY 4TH

1650: At 7 p.m., twenty-seven barrels of gunpowder stored by the wall of All Hallows Barking by the Tower, exploded, killing at least sixty-seven people and destroying fifty houses (Stow)

[image: image]

1698: On this day Whitehall was burnt down. (Luttrell)

[image: image]

1792: The first four students attended the Veterinary College in the parish of St Pancras, to begin a three-year course covering all aspects of the veterinary art. Charles Vial de St Bel, a Frenchman, was its founder and first professor.

[image: image]

1946: Theodore Schurch, a British soldier of Anglo-Swiss parentage, turned by the Axis forces on his capture, was hanged by Albert Pierrepoint at Pentonville Prison. He was the last person to be hanged for a crime other than murder. (The Times)

[image: image]

1969: Police raided an empty flat in Sloane Court West, Chelsea, and recovered paintings by Picasso, Dufy, Chagall and Rouault amongst others, stolen from a house in Eaton Square two weeks previously – all on a nod from an informer who overheard thieves boasting of a £150,000 art theft! (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 5TH

1766: The first Christie’s sale occurred on this day at James Christie’s rented rooms in Pall Mall. The business boomed, especially during the Revolution when French aristocrats parted with their treasures to finance their life in London! (Chamber’s Book of Days)

[image: image]

1851: By this date there were 159 London newspapers in which appeared 891, 650 advertisements weekly.

[image: image]

2003: Police raided a flat above a pharmacy at No. 325 High Road, Wood Green, and arrested six men on suspicion of manufacturing ricin intended for use in a terrorist poison attack on the underground. No ricin was found, nor were many government departments made aware of the fact. The Press was gagged – it was only two years later that these facts emerged. (Argus)


JANUARY 6TH

1651: Fifth Monarchists, headed by Thomas Venner, followers of a belief that four ancient monarchies would precede Christ’s return, attempted to capture London in the name of ‘King Jesus’. Most of the fifty were killed or put to death.

[image: image]

1772: The elderly Mrs Golding’s house at Stockwell erupted in a series of kitchen utensils, food and furniture flying across rooms as if by magic. ‘In her fright Mrs Golding ran into a neighbour’s house and fainted and was soon afterwards bled.’ Everything stopped when the servant, Ann Robinson, wasn’t at home. She was sacked and everything went back to normal. (Topographical History of Surrey, E. Brayley)

[image: image]

1792: The last known notice of the Anacreontic Society, a group devoted to good music, was published in The Times on this day. ‘To Anacreon in Heaven’, the club anthem, was sung at all venues. Its music, composed by John Stafford Smith, was adopted by American rebels for the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’. The latter was made the US national anthem by congressional resolution on 3 March 1931. (The Times)

[image: image]

1931: The fourth Sadler’s Wells theatre opened on this day with Lilian Bayliss in a production of Twelfth Night. (The Times)

[image: image]

1965: Ronald and Reginald Kray, the East End gang-leaders, were remanded in custody on this day and charged with demanding money with menace. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 7TH

1618: Sir Francis Bacon, one of the most naturally gifted men, was made Lord Chancellor of England today by his patron James I.

[image: image]

1714: Henry Mill, a waterworks engineer working for the New River Co. which channelled water to London, submitted a patent on this day, No. 395, for a ‘machine for transcribing letters’. The machine he invented appears to be the precursor to the modern typewriter built many years later! (Patent Office)

[image: image]

1928: Heavy snow, followed by a sudden thaw, and heavy rain combined with a high spring tide and a storm surge raised the water levels on the Thames, producing the highest water levels ever recorded in the Thames in London. It created a massive flood which overflowed the embankment from the City to Putney and Hammersmith. Fourteen people drowned and 4,000 people were made homeless. Disaffected areas were destroyed and rebuilt, and the disaster contributed to the eventual building of the Thames Barrier. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 8TH

1991: A commuter train from Sevenoaks crashed at Cannon Street Station. Two carriages concertinaed, killing one person and injuring hundreds. (Evening Standard)

[image: image]

1806: Lord Nelson’s body was carried by state barge on the Thames from Greenwich to Whitehall. Church bells rang, canons fired and spectators lined the shores and bridges. The body was then carried to the Admiralty and was taken to St Paul’s the next day for burial. (The Times)

[image: image]

1960: Stanley Wilson, a thirty-three-year-old divorcé and teacher in Fulham, pleaded guilty to a charge of knowingly permitting his house to be used for prostitution. He had taken in two homeless girls for whom he had found jobs, but one found that prostitution from home was more remunerative. He was fined £30. (The Times)

[image: image]

1734: George Friedrich Handel’s Ariodante premiered at the Royal Opera House to rapturous applause on this day. Despite its initial success, it fell into oblivion for the next 200 years until it was revived in New York. (London Daily Post)


JANUARY 9TH

1957: On this day Sir Anthony Eden, the conservative politician, resigned as Prime Minister because of ill health. He had been Prime Minister for 1 year and 279 days. Harold MacMillan succeeded him. (Observer)

[image: image]

1930: On this day there were further increases of smallpox in London. The isolation hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylum board reported 442 patients under treatment. The number of admissions to hospital was thirty-seven, of ‘which five were from West Ham’; of those already in hospital eighty-four were also from West Ham. (The Times)

[image: image]

1930: On the same day the Duveen room, a gift from Sir Joseph Duveen, was opened at the National Gallery by Prince George. (The Times)

[image: image]

1838: On this day a resident of Peckham addressed a letter to the Lord Mayor saying that a rich young wag was scaring people in the guise of a ghost, a bear and a devil for a bet, and that seven ladies had been scared out of their wits. The resident wrote that these ladies ‘have the whole history at their finger ends, but, through interested motives, are induced to remain silent’. (The Times)


JANUARY 10TH

1985: A gas blast in the early morning killed eight people in Newnham House, a three-storey block of flats on the Manor Fields Estate in Putney Hill. (Daily Mail)

[image: image]

1863: The Metropolitan Railway, an underground railway between Paddington Station and Farrington Street, was formally opened on this day. This was the world’s first commercial underground, and 26,000 passengers went on it within a few months. (The Times)

[image: image]

1930: George Buchanan wrote to The Times regarding the traffic and pedestrians on this day; he suggested that cars issuing onto main roads such as Piccadilly, from side streets, should obligatorily honk their horns – pedestrians should only cross streets at specified crossings. He noted that in Paris it is a punishable offence to cross outside a pedestrian marking. He also advocated a 25-30mph speed limit!


JANUARY 11TH

1569: Drawing of the winning tickets of the first lottery in England continued until 6 May. It was a perfect way for the state to raise cash. This took place at the western door of St Paul’s Cathedral. It contained 40,000 lots at 10s each lot; the profits were for repairing harbours and the prizes were pieces of plate. (Stow)

[image: image]

1804: On this day Francis Small was indicted for the murder of Thomas Millwood, the Hammersmith Ghost. (See January 3rd.) (LB Fulham and Hammersmith Archives)

[image: image]

1864: Charing Cross Station was opened on this day. The original station building was built on the site of the Hungerford Market by South Eastern Railway. The station had a single-span, wrought-iron roof arching over the six platforms on its site. It was built on a brick-arched viaduct. The Charing Cross Hotel opened on 15 May 1865 (one year later) and gave the station an ornate frontage in the French Renaissance style. (The Times)

[image: image]

1941: The Luftwaffe attacked London, dropping bombs on Covent Garden Market and Bow Street police station.


JANUARY 12TH

1789: Melting ice dragged at a ship anchored to a Thames riverside public house, pulling down the building and causing five people to be crushed to death. (The Times)

[image: image]

1827: This Friday the Morning Chronicle related the tale of the book dealer of New Road whose twelve-year-old son had quarreled with two women in the court in which he lived and threw dirt in their faces. He was taken to Marlborough Street Office to be tried at the Sessions for assault. His father came to pay the bail of £5, but it was too late as the son had been taken to prison. The son was released upon payment, but the Clerk of the Peace returned the money to the father because he was so ashamed of the matter.

[image: image]

1989: Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital announced that it had achieved its target of £42 million for redevelopment a year ahead of schedule – the biggest appeal of its kind launched in Britain. (The Times)


JANUARY 13TH

1583: Eight people were killed on this day at Paris Gardens, to the west of Southwark, when the scaffolds crowded with people watching bear-baiting collapsed. It was considered God’s wrath as it happened on the Sabbath. (Southwark History Archives)

[image: image]

1612: A Session House, the first purpose-built Court House in Middlesex, was opened on this day in St John Street, Clerkenwell, through the munificence of Sir Baptist Hicks. (City of London Records Office)

[image: image]

1785: Mr John Walter published the first edition of the Daily Universal Register, priced at 2½d.

[image: image]

1972: Ziggy Stardust, aka David Bowie, was photographed on this day by the photographer Brian Ward, in front of No. 23 Heddon Street W1, creating one of the most celebrated album covers of all time. (Evening Standard)


JANUARY 14TH

1437: The pier on which stood the great stone gate of London Bridge collapsed, bringing down the arches on either side. (City of London Records Office)

[image: image]

1896: Birt Acres, a Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society, demonstrated his Kineopticon system to members and wives of the Society, at the Queen’s Hall in London. This was the first public film show to an audience in the United Kingdom. Robert Paul’s first solo theatrical programme was at the Alhambra Theatre on 25 March 1896. (Royal Photographic Society and The Stage)

[image: image]

1975: Ian Patching and Paul Charlton were both convicted on this day of posing as plain-clothes policemen when their car overtook Mr Denham’s, forced it to stop, then forced Mr Denham into their car, relieved him of his possessions and his clothes and left him naked on Wimbledon Common. They were sentenced to five years. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 15TH

1867: One of Regent’s Park’s lakes, frozen over in the winter frosts, gave way as skaters enjoyed themselves. Of the 200 who fell in, forty died. (The Times)

[image: image]

1759: The British Museum, largely based on the collections of the physician and scientist Sir Hans Sloane, first opened to the public on this day in Montagu House in Bloomsbury, on the site of the current museum building. It expanded in the next two and a half years, resulting in the creation of several branches, the first being the British Museum (Natural History) in South Kensington in 1887. Until 1997, when the British Library (previously centered on the Round Reading Room) moved to a new site, the British Museum was unique in that it housed both a national museum of antiquities and a national library in the same building.

[image: image]

1880: The first telephone directory was published with over 255 names covering three London exchanges.

[image: image]

1987: The policeman who shot Cherry Groce, an action that sparked off the 1985 riots, was cleared of all criminal charges on this day. (The Times)


JANUARY 16TH

1538: The Abbey of St Peter, now known as the Abbey of Westminster, was surrendered to Henry VIII by Abbot Boston and twenty-four of the monks, and the monastery was dissolved.

[image: image]

1581: On this day Parliament outlawed Catholicism.

[image: image]

1661: King Charles II appointed Henry Bishop as the first Postmaster General. Bishop was the first to use postmarks.

[image: image]

1668: Politician, diplomat, gambler, chemist, Satanist, murderer and adulterer George Duke of Buckingham took a mistress, Anna Brudenell, Countess of Shrewsbury. The offended Earl issued a challenge. On this day the two met at Barn Elms, Lady Shrewsbury holding the Duke’s horse. Buckingham ran through the Earl, killing him. Pepys would say, ‘This will make the world think that the King hath good counselors about him, when the duke of Buckingham, the greatest man about him, is a fellow of no more sobriety than to fight about a whore’.

[image: image]

1890: On this day Ernest Parke, editor of the North London Press, was found guilty of libel. His weekly newspaper was the first to name names in ‘The Cleveland Street Scandal’. (The Times)


JANUARY 17TH

1712: Robert Walpole, England’s first ‘Prime Minister’, was imprisoned in the Tower of London following charges of corruption.

[image: image]

1934: The Times reported that Battersea Power Station was fully operational. This was what is known as Battersea A, the initial power station, with an Art Deco interior by Halliday. The second power station, Battersea B, was started in 1944, the fourth chimney not being raised until 1955. The decaying hide of this iconic industrial London landmark has yet to find a suitable and viable new use.

[image: image]

1983: The BBC fronted its first Breakfast TV programme fronted by Frank Bough and Selina Scott.

[image: image]

2008: British Airways flight 38 crash-landed just short of London airport with no fatalities, the first complete hull loss of a Boeing 777. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 18TH

1486: The first Tudor King, Henry VII, married Elizabeth of York, the eldest daughter of Edward IV, at Westminster. The Tudor Rose, a combination of the White Rose of York and the Red Rose of Lancaster, became a symbol of their union.

[image: image]

1671: The diplomat and diarist John Evelyn discovered the woodcarver Grinling Gibbons living in a small thatched cottage in Deptford. (John Evelyn’s Diary)

[image: image]

1738: On this day the law went to the gallows when attorney Thomas Carr was hanged for robbing a William Quarrington of a diamond ring and 93 guineas near Fleet Street. (Newgate Calendar)

[image: image]

1989: Raymond Jones, a thirty-one-year-old who killed Miss Yawson, a student, in a savage and motiveless knife attack on a tube between Brixton and Stockwell on 12 December 1987, was jailed for life. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 19TH

1649: The Puritan Parliament began the trial of Charles I for treason. Charles refused to plead because he did not recognise the legality of the court.

[image: image]

1917: Seventy-three people died, including fourteen workers, and more than 400 were injured in a TNT explosion at the Brunner-Mond munitions factory in Silverton. Much of the area was flattened and the shock wave was felt throughout the City and much of Essex. It was the largest explosion in London history and was heard as far as Southampton. (Daily Mail)

[image: image]

1937: The Underground Murder Mystery, a play by J. Bissell Thomas, was the first play to be broadcast by the BBC. It was set in Tottenham Court Road tube station. (BBC)


JANUARY 20TH

1265: England’s first Parliament was convened today by Simon de Montfort and assembled at Westminster Hall.
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1649: King Charles I was charged with high treason.

[image: image]

1802: On this day Joseph Wall, ex-governor of an African colony, appeared in court charged with deliberately murdering a subordinate by having him tied to a gun carriage and ordering him to receive 800 lashes, from which he died. He was found guilty and hanged on 29 January. (Gentleman’s Magazine)

[image: image]

1989: Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the explorer, test-paddled a floating sledge on the Thames by Westminster on the eve of setting off on his third attempt to claim the final unconquered Polar record – a 425-nautical-mile trek to the North Pole without dogs, motorised transport or air supply. (The Times)


JANUARY 21ST

1670: Claude Duval, the ‘Gallant Highwayman’, was captured at Mother Maberley’s tavern, the Hole-in-the-Wall in Chandos Street, when he was drunk and sent to Newgate, where he was tried by Judge Sir William Morton. Despite frantic efforts by the ladies of the Court, and even Charles II himself, Sir William refused to change the sentence of death. The King wished to give a reprieve, but Morton was adamant and, backed by the Judge’s threat of resignation, the King gave way. He was hanged on this day and was buried in St Paul’s, Covent Garden. (Newgate Calendar)

[image: image]

1809: St James’ Palace caught fire on this day, destroying part of the palace, including the monarch’s private apartments at the south-east corner. Over £100,000 worth of damage was caused.

[image: image]

2006: A juvenile bottlenose whale was seen swimming in the Thames on 19 January 2006. She was beached near Albert Bridge on this day and efforts were made to transfer her back to sea – unfortunately the whale died in transit. (Guardian)


JANUARY 22ND

1782: The Daily Advertiser recorded the arrival on a cold, rainy and windy day of a distinguished American and his wife, Brigadier-General Benedict Arnold, the most experienced, enterprising, tactical commander America had in their War of Independence.

[image: image]

1922: The very young composer William Walton, living at the Sitwell family house at No. 2 Carlyle Square, Chelsea, conducted the first performance of his work Façade here, with Edith Sitwell as reciter.

[image: image]

1970: Heathrow welcomed the first Jumbo Jet, a Boeing 747 Pan Am, which touched down at 2.14 p.m., seven hours late due to a technical fault. (Daily Mail)

[image: image]

1988: Alexandra Palace was reopened on this day following a very expensive restoration. The Palm Court included dates and palms brought from Alexandria, Egyptian-style obelisks and mock sphinxes. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 23RD

1571: The first Royal Exchange was opened by Queen Elizabeth: ‘The Queen’s Majestie attended with her nobility, came from her house at the strande, called Somerset House, and entered the City by Temple-bar, through Fleet streete, Cheap, and so by the north side of the Burse, to Sir Thomas Gresham’s where she dined’. (Stow)

[image: image]

1903: Mr Justice Wills passed sentence on Arthur Lynch, MP for Galway. Lynch was an Australian–Irish man who had organised Boer farmers in the Boer War. He was eventually accused of adhering to and comforting the King’s enemies in South Africa, which was high treason. He was sentenced to hanging, was commuted to life imprisonment, then paroled and had an illustrious career. (The Times)

[image: image]

1909: Two armed Latvian immigrants snatched the wages from a factory on the corner of Tottenham High Road and Chesnut Road. While trying to escape, they shot and killed PC William Tyler and ten-year-old Ralph Joscelyne. Both robbers shot themselves. (The Tottenham Outrage)


JANUARY 24TH

1679: Charles II dissolved the ‘Long Parliament’, an overwhelmingly Royalist parliament that passed, amongst others, the ‘Corporation Act’, the first of a series of acts to cement the Anglican Church as the official Church of England.

[image: image]

1907: William Whiteley, the flamboyant owner of Whiteleys, was shot dead in his office by Horace Raynor who claimed he was his illegitimate son. In view of the claim by the young man’s aunt that she had been Whiteley’s mistress and had also had a child by him, Raynor’s death sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. He was released in 1919 on licence. (Daily Mail)

[image: image]

1956: Plans were submitted today to build a large complex of residential homes, residential tower blocks, offices and shops in the Barbican area of London, which was very badly bombed area during the war. (The Times)


JANUARY 25TH

1731: William Pulteney, MP, leader of the opposition, and Lord Hervey, supporter of the first minister Sir Robert Walpole, fought a duel on Green Park. Pulteney had accused Hervey of being a homosexual. Both men were slightly injured.

[image: image]

1792: The London Corresponding Society, a moderate radical pressure group concentrating on reform of Parliament, was founded today. It was mainly composed of artisans and working men, and had amongst its members the Black Olaudah Equiano.

[image: image]

1839: Henry Fox Talbot showed the photo he had taken of a window at his country home to the Royal Institute in London. He had previously taken several photographic pictures but had never revealed them to anyone. (Royal Photographic Society)

[image: image]

1885: Tobias Simpson died of exhaustion after saving many lives from the breaking ice at Highgate Ponds. (Postman’s Park)

[image: image]

1993: The Chelsea & Westminster Hospital in Fulham Road, on the site of the old St Stephen’s Hospital, was opened today. Its glass roof is the size of Wembley Stadium. (Evening Standard)


JANUARY 26TH

1871: The Rugby Football Union was formed today at a meeting of delegates from twenty-two clubs at the Pall Mall Restaurant. Amongst these were the Harlequins, Blackheath, Richmond and Guy’s Hospital. (The Times)

[image: image]

1922: Vaughan William’s A Pastoral Symphony, a work largely influenced by his experiences as an ambulance volunteer in the First World War, was premiered today in London, with Adrian Boult conducting. (The Times)

[image: image]

1927: Members of the Royal Institution and other visitors to a laboratory in an upper room in Frith Street, Soho, saw a demonstration of an apparatus invented by Mr J.L. Baird, called a televisor. (BBC)

[image: image]

1960: Michael Black, aged thirty-one, a company director with assets of about £30,000, was sentenced to fifteen months’ imprisonment after pleading guilty to burglary at a house in Acacia Road, St John’s Wood. He had scaled a 40ft stack pipe, broken into the house and stole jewellry while the alarm rang. The police eventually found him hiding behind a chimney stack. (The Times)


JANUARY 27TH

1796: On this day it was reported that Lady Caroline Campbell ‘displayed in Hyde Park the other day a feather four feet higher than her bonnet’. (Gentleman’s Magazine)

[image: image]

1854: On this Friday the Law Courts were still at Westminster and it was proposed that they be re-sited in the Strand: a leading article commented that this would be an idea like ‘the Tower of Babel ... A Nero’s Palace, A Labyrinth of Crete ... in short a waste of public money’. (The Times)

[image: image]

1960: The Civil Appropriation Accounts published on this day showed a saving of £7,770 in the salaries and expenses of the House of Commons through MPs declining to take their salaries and one minister deciding to forego a salary of £750. (The Times)

[image: image]

1975: Monday – an IRA bomb exploded outside Gieves, in Old Bond Street at 9.30 p.m., injuring a security guard. Just before 11 p.m. two men and a woman were injured by a bomb in a jewellers in Kensington High Street, and at 11.35 p.m. another exploded at the Army and Navy Stores in Victoria Street, slightly injuring two people. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 28TH

1547: Henry VIII ‘dyed at hys most princely howse at Westminster, comenly called Yorkeplace or Whytehall’. (Stow)
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1785: On this day Sir Ashton Lever advertised lottery tickets to obtain his famous collection from Leicester House in Leicetser Square at 1 guinea a ticket. (Gentleman’s Magazine)

[image: image]

1807: Friedrich Albert Winzer, a German entrepreneur living in London, was interested in the properties of gas. He patented coal-gas lighting in 1804 and, on moving into a house in Pall Mall, set up gas lamps that first lit on this day. Pall Mall was the first gas-lit street and remains so. (The Times)
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1953: Derek Bentley, an educationally disadvantaged youth of twenty who had fatally shot a policeman in a botched burglary in Croydon, was hanged. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 29TH

1753: Nineteen-year-old Elizabeth Canning reappeared today after having disappeared from her home on 1 January. She claimed she had been kidnapped by a Mary Squires. Squires was tried and sentenced to death but pardoned through lack of evidence. Elizabeth was tried for perjury and sent to the colonies. (Newgate Calendar)

[image: image]

1801: Emma Hamilton, lover of Nelson, gave birth to twin daughters at a house on Clarges Street. As she could only cope with one child, she sent the other to a foundling hospital in Holborn. Nelson was told only one survived. He wrote, ‘a finer child was never produced by any two persons. In truth a love-begotten child’.

[image: image]

1842: The body of PC Nicholls, ‘his face much bruised and disfigured as if from severe violence’, was found at 6 a.m. on South Lambeth Road. In 1982, 140 years later, a Kennington policeman investigated this ‘death by the visitation of God’. Police records pointed to another officer who found his body. The officer had a grudge, and moreover the relevant page in a police register of the time was missing. (South London Press)


JANUARY 30TH

1649: At 2 p.m. King Charles I was decapitated at Whitehall in full view of a large crowd. The only regicide.
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1661: ‘This day were the carcasses of those arch-rebels, Cromwell, Bradshaw and General Ireton dragged out of their superb tombs in Westminster … to Tyburn and hanged on the gallows, and then buried in a deep pit.’ Their heads were displayed on spikes on the roof of Westminster Hall. (John Evelyn’s Diary)
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1965: The late sir Winston Churchill had a state funeral on this day. His coffin was carried from Westminster Hall, taken to St Paul’s, then to Tower Pier and barqued downriver to Waterloo and on to Bladon churchyard. (The Times)
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1969: The Beatles played their last ever gig on the roof of Apple Records Office at No. 3 Savile Row. The police stopped the performance after forty minutes, following complaints from neighbouring offices. (Daily Mail)


JANUARY 31ST

1825: The nineteen-year-old flower seller Maria Briscolie was found dead on the floor of her room, her stomach filed with laudanum. She had committed suicide because she had been abandoned by her rich lover when her baby died. (Examiner)
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1867: Nelson’s Testimonial Committee had included four lions at the corners of Nelson’s Column. The lions were to be in stone or granite … this idea was contentious. Lack of funding and artistic arguments prevented any way forward. Funds became available in 1846 to commission these at the base of the column. In 1858 Parliament allocated £6,000 for the completion of the lions and the intent was to invite six sculptors to submit models and for one of them to be selected. This caused controversy. Sir Edwin Landseer was then proposed; this caused even more raised eyebrows. Finally the sculptor Baron Carlo Marochetti was asked to sculpt them in bronze and on this day his lions were unveiled in Trafalgar Square. Reynolds’s Weekly Newspaper said, ‘although admirable in most respects they have certainly some glaring defects.’ The consensus of opinion was that they looked more like sphinxes than lions. (The Times)


FEBRUARY 1ST

1444: On this day lightning hit and set fire to the steeple of St Paul’s. It was eventually put out by Londoners. (Stow)
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1814: The last Frost Fair started today and lasted four days. An elephant was led across the river at Blackfriars Bridge. (The Times)
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1815: Joanna Southcott, a religious fanatic, died today. By this time she had a following of 140,000 and claimed she was pregnant. An autopsy showed that she was not. The spirit of her ‘phantom’ child Shiloh is believed by modern Southcottians to reside in Prince William.
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1971: Karpal Kaur Sandhu, born in Zanzibar, but of Indian parentage, became Britain’s and the Met’s fi rst female Asian police officer. Unfortunately her husband murdered her in 1973 because he thought her career was neither Asian nor ladylike. (Walthamstow Guardian)


FEBRUARY 2ND

1255: An African elephant presented to Henry III by King Louis IX of France joined the Royal menagerie at the Tower of London on this day – it died in 1258 of a surfeit of red wine. (Baker’s Chronicle)
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1626: On this day Charles I was crowned. His Catholic queen refused to attend and there was no procession. The royal barge, furthermore, fouled the landing stage and ran aground at Parliament Stairs so that the King had to come ashore in another boat.
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1852: The first public toilets were opened at No. 95 Fleet Street today. These ‘Public Waiting Rooms’ were advertised in The Times.
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1880: The first shipment of frozen meat from Australia arrived in London in excellent condition. (The Times)

[image: image]

1988: On this Tuesday evening a group of lesbians abseiled from the visitors’ gallery in the House of Lords in protest at the ban on the promotion of homosexuality. They had been allowed in on the cognisance of Lord Monkswell – he issued an apology a few days later. (Daily Mail)
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