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CHAPTER ONE: THE GLORIES OF CHRIST
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The Psalmist said, “The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup” (Psalm 16:5) - those who know the Lord have a rich inheritance and a full and overflowing cup. It’s good to meditate upon the glories of the One whom we have come to know and love and who has achieved for us such a mighty deliverance from the power of sin and Satan, and on whom the future fulfillment of those precious and exceeding great promises given to us depends. Our hearts will rejoice, our faith will be strengthened, and our love will grow warm towards our great Redeemer as we meditate on His glories and excellencies.

We are told twice in the Scriptures that God is “the God of glory” (Acts 7:2; Psalm 29:3), and we can think about both His “inherent glory” and His “manifested glory”. The Psalmist said, “O LORD my God, Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with honour and majesty. Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment” (Psalm 104:1-2); and Paul wrote of Him as “dwelling in light unapproachable; whom no man hath seen, nor can see” (1 Timothy 6:16). 

“Show me, I pray Thee, Thy glory,” said Moses. God answered: “Thou canst not see My face: for man shall not see Me and live. It shalt come to pass, white My glory passeth by, that I wilt put thee in a cleft of the rock, and wilt cover thee with Mine hand until I have passed by: and I will take away Mine hand, and thou shalt see My back: but My face shall not be seen” (Exodus 33:18-28).

Man’s vision of the glory of God, and his knowledge and understanding of the Divine Being, are very limited indeed. Humans can’t for one moment sustain the ineffable, original glory of the Infinite, as the writer of this hymn says:

“Holy and Infinite, viewless, eternal,

Veiled in the glory that none can sustain, 

None comprehendeth Thy Being supernal,

Nor can the heaven of heavens contain.”


THE EFFULGENCE OF HIS GLORY


While it’s true that man is limited in his understanding and knowledge of God, there is One who not only knows the Father fully and completely, but who is capable of bearing the absolute fullness of the glory of Deity. This One is the Son, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father Himself - uncreated and possessing the underived and unbestowed glory of Deity (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

“Who being” denotes the unchanging fact of His eternal Being. He never became; He always was and always remains the effulgence of His glory. He is the revealer of God, the radiation and outshining of the character, nature and being of the Infinite. 

“Being (originally) in the form of God” in the essence of His nature - for only One who is God can contain in Himself, and display, the glory of Deity in its fullness. “The effulgence of His glory, the very image of His substance” - it is evident therefore that the process of divine revelation and appearance is through the Son. Before any created being or thing external to the Godhead existed, the Triune God, (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) existed in the glory of their original Being in perfect equality, unity and bliss - one God. Even then, the Father could behold in the Son His own perfect image and the Father’s glory radiated through Him - the outshining effulgence of His glory and the very image of His substance.


THE LORD AND KING OF GLORY (1 Corinthians 2:8; Psalm 24)


It is said of created things, “because of Thy will they were, and were created” (Revelation 4:11). Creation is the result of the exercise of the Divine will and the first of all created beings are the heavenly hosts, who already existed when the foundations of the earth were laid as Job 38 informs us: “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”

Colossians 1:16 tells us that “in Him were all things created, in the heavens and upon the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things have been created through Him, and unto Him.” John 1:3 says, “Without Him was not anything made that hath been made”. His treasures of wisdom and knowledge are displayed in the works of His hands, revealing infinite knowledge and omnipotence. The marvellous designs of Creation’s works are truly past tracing out: “O LORD, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all: The earth is full of Thy riches” (Psalm 104:24).

The believer may see something of the glories of Christ in the works of creation and admire His handiwork with adoring wonder because: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). David was led to exclaim, when he considered the heavens, “What is man, that Thou art mindful of Him?” The everlasting power and divinity of the Creator are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, and it was the Creator incarnate who “made purification of sins” (Hebrews 1:3). 

Isaiah “saw His glory; and he spake of Him,” says John 12:41. He said, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up”, and “mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts” (Isaiah 6:1-5). Among the vast host of heavenly inhabitants, the seraphim are seen standing above Him with wing-covered faces and feet, as though unworthy (even in their sinless state) to look upon the majestic glory of the enthroned King, or to walk before Him with the dignity required of such transcendent greatness. 

“And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.”  Here we see the glories of His throne linked with the glories of His Creatorship, and we know He will one day take full possession of all created things on the basis of His mighty redemptive work and the authority and power of His throne (see Hebrews 2:7-8; 1 Corinthians 15:27-28; Revelation 12:10). 

He is the LORD of hosts and the Lord and King of glory, who “doeth according to His will in the army of heaven,” amidst the innumerable hosts of angels. He rules and reigns amidst those sinless, holy beings in heaven as their Lord and King. He is an everlasting King, possessing Lordship over all He has made, and the inhabitants of heaven are called to “Bless the LORD, ye angels of His: Ye mighty in strength that fulfill His word, Hearkening unto the voice of His word. Bless the LORD, all ye His hosts” (Psalm 103:20-21).

Amazing grace, that He should be made a little lower than the angels because of the suffering of death yet, having triumphed gloriously over every foe, He has been “made higher than the heavens” and exalted “far above all rule, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come” (Ephesians 1:21)! 

He now possesses an acquired Lordship because of His redemptive work, in the sense that He has bought the field and everything in it (Matthew 13:44). “God hath made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified” (Acts 2:36). He has Lordship over all that has been purchased at Calvary and that Lordship will one day be universally acknowledged. Even though men may now despise and reject Him, the day will come when it will be true “that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11).

“He is now on the right hand of God ... angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto Him” (1 Peter 3:22) ... “Who is the Head of all principality and power ...” (Colossians 2:10). The vast hosts of the angelic throng in heaven are subject to the Man of Calvary, our Lord and our Redeemer.  It is written about them: “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14).  We don’t fully appreciate what we owe to the ministry of angels under the authority of our exalted Lord.  As the hymn says:

“Swiftly they fly at His command, 

To guard His own of every land, 

To keep the heirs of glory.”

Many scriptures speak of the ministry of angels, both to the Lord and to men, which are worthy of our meditation. Who hasn’t been entranced with the scene depicted in Revelation 5? Those heavenly beings and myriads of angels say with a great voice, “Worthy art Thou ... worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and might, and honour, and glory, and blessing ... and the four living creatures said, Amen.”  The hymn says:

“Amen, Amen, it rolls along,

Re-echoing from the throne again;

Be ours to mingle with the throng

In that eternal, loud Amen.”

So, like a vast panorama, we can view the inherent and manifested glories of Christ from eternal ages past - “the effulgence of His glory”, the glory which He had with the Father before the world was, His glory amidst angelic legions, the Lord and King of glory; then on to eternal ages future we will briefly trace “the sufferings of the Christ and the glories that should follow them”.


“AND WE BEHELD HIS GLORY”


“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Thus “we behold Him who hath been made a little lower than the angels, even Jesus” as Man a sharer in blood and flesh, the Word incarnate. We have already remarked that man could not bear the glory of God’s original Being, but that glory is veiled in perfect human flesh, in Christ. It is the same glorious Person, the eternal Word through whom all things were created and are upheld, the Word which was “with God” (showing distinction) and who “was God” (showing unity) eternally. It was He who became flesh, “Immanuel,” God with us, full of grace and truth.

The glory they saw was “as of the Only Begotten from the Father”. God has spoken to us in His Son. His is a glory unique, unseen and unknown before among men. God the Son was before them in actual living manifestation, the Only Begotten, the perfect representation and living embodiment of the Father, revealing the attitude, character and the heart’s desires of the Father toward men, that through the Son the Father may be made known, and that men may know the Father with the object of Him being able to dwell among them (see John 17).

The Son lived amongst those who accepted Him and kept God’s word, and it was they whose hearts were enlightened by divine revelation and who saw His glory. To others, there was no beauty that they should desire Him. He could say, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).

“No man hath seen God at any time; the Only Begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him” (John 1:18). Here are limitless depths and inexhaustible riches of grace and truth.  “Of His fullness we all received, and grace for grace” the waves of the mighty ocean of God’s blessing on the souls of men, according to the riches of His grace. Here truly is our satisfying portion for time and eternity. Oh that with enlightened eyes and hearts we may more intently gaze upon the glories and excellencies of Him who is the Image of the invisible God!

True, there were hidden beauties and excellencies which could only be seen and known by the Father in fullness, which
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