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INTRODUCTION


“It is beyond the scope of this book to catalogue all known Stanley custom rules (it would require a good sized book to illustrate just the more than 500 Special Order Standard Rules alone).”

Boxwood & Ivory—Stanley Traditional Rules, 1855–1975

“This book was initially inspired by Phil Stanley’s Boxwood & Ivory: Stanley Traditional Rules, 1855–1975. In Chapter 4 of this seminal work on Stanley rules, Phil opened the door for me on the fascinating and obscure world of ‘Special’ and Custom rules.”

Stanley “Special” and Custom Rules



It is almost a given, even today, that at any major tool auction, tool sale, or dealer parking lot one or more previously unknown Stanley special or custom rules will surface. The Stanley Rule & Level Company had always worked to improve and expand their product line and was always willing to meet customers’ special needs with out-of-the-ordinary rules. They must have produced literally hundreds of these out-of-the-mainstream products, and most, if not all, are still out there in collections or waiting to be discovered.

I realize now that when I wrote Stanley “Special” and Custom Rules, I was just skimming the surface; I had only made a good start. By the time the book had been in print a year, new special and custom rules were already being reported, and new information on the rules in the book was surfacing. As time passed, more and more new special and custom rules turned up. If I wanted to document all these new rules, a few articles would not suffice. I would have to write at least one more book!

The prospect of writing a new book to document all of these new discoveries was daunting, and it did not look any easier with the passage of time. I was still collecting special and custom rules and had been in touch with other enthusiasts and learned about rules in their collections. I had even been lucky enough to receive some as gifts. The number of new rules kept increasing.

I finally decided that if I ever wanted to write a second book, I would have to get help. After some consideration, I contacted Phil Stanley, the author of two books on rules. He had writing and publishing experience and could help me prepare my book.

By fast talking and some luck, I was able to persuade him to help me with the project. It didn’t hurt that COVID-19 was just starting up, and long-term isolation was staring us in the face; he really welcomed something he could do at home to pass the time.

For me this has been a godsend. I’d send Phil the raw information and photographs, and he’d turn the photos into illustrations and make the text both sensible and interesting. In the end, he is responsible for about 80 percent of the written words in this book. He has also contributed ideas for chapters (see “American Metric Bureau Measures”) and articles on rule-related subjects.

I can’t thank Phil enough. He has written two excellent books: Boxwood & Ivory—Stanley Traditional Rules, 1855–1975 and A Source Book for Rule Collectors, and this book has benefited enormously from his experience and contributions.

Scott Lynk
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The First A. Stanley Broadside/Price List, Dating from Early 1855






THE FIRST STANLEY BROADSIDE/PRICE LIST AND THE BEGINNING OF CUSTOM AND SPECIAL RULES

The broadside/price list shown on the facing page, issued shortly after the acquisition of the rulemaking operations of H. A. Seymour in 1854 and Seth Savage in early 1855, has been established as the earliest known list of the products of A. Stanley & Co.

It was found in a lot of miscellaneous paper in the possession of a Vermont collector who, unfortunately, cannot remember where he got it. It was not an original, but rather a second-, or third-, or possibly even a fourthgeneration copy, and required extensive Photoshop processing to restore it to near-original appearance.

Research and analysis have established that this flyer dates from early 1855, just after the purchase by A. Stanley & Co. of Seth Savage in February of that year, and, as such, is the earliest A. Stanley rule list in existence. A. Stanley & Co. had previously purchased Seymour & Churchill from H. A. Seymour in October 1854. With this further acquisition of the Savage operation, they then issued this combined broadside/price list announcing their recent expansion and describing all of the 58 rules (65, if including German silver binding options) made by the combined firm.

Before the year was out, however, Stanley issued a second, revised price list. After the mergers had been accomplished and the two newly acquired rule-making operations had been moved to New Britain and combined with existing operations, additional patterns of rules were added to the product line, and a revised list, in the form of a 12-page catalogue* was considered necessary. This new catalogue listed 80 rules (95, if including German silver binding options). In parallel with this new catalogue, they also produced the same information in the form of a broadside/price list.** It is presumed that this second broadside/price list, although unmarked, dates, like the catalog, from late 1855.

Thus, we have two A. Stanley broadside/price lists both published in 1855, one a broadside/price list, issued probably in February or March, and the other a catalogue and broadside/price list pair, issued near the end of that year.

One of the most interesting features of this earliest Stanley flyer is the final statement: “Any kinds of rules not mentioned in the above List, will be made to order.” Even in their formative years, A. Stanley & Co. was already establishing their willingness to provide rules out of the ordinary, or in response to specific customer needs. At that point they may not have had a model shop as such, but the mindset was there. One would soon evolve, and for the next 100 years it would foster literally hundreds of custom and special rules for their customers.

This book is an overview of these many special products, their origins, their purposes, and their history.

The author wishes to acknowledge the contributions of member Walter Jacob regarding the early history of A. Stanley & Company in his article “The Stanley Rule & Level Company—Its Historic Beginning,” published in the Chronicle of the Early American Industries Association, Vol. 51, Nos. 3–4 (2005).

Philip Stanley



* This catalogue was reprinted in 1983, in conjunction with a later 1859 Stanley catalogue, by the late Ken Roberts.

** This flyer is reproduced on page 18 of the writers’ Source Book for Rule Collectors.





SPECIAL RULES AND MEASURES (SR)

SPECIAL: Better, greater, or otherwise different from what is usual


There is a well-known quotation relating to product planning to the effect that “If you don’t improve your product your competitors will.” Stanley was apparently a big believer in this and made a large number of rules that fell into the category of Special, rules that differed more or less from standard products.

They were always trying to come up with new or improved products that could be profitably sold: different graduation schemes, different mechanical configurations, different trim, different applications. Suggestions for these possible products came from throughout the company, from employees, contractors, and management, and from outside the company, from customers, individuals, and inventors.

Quite a few, but not all, special rules are stamped SPECIAL. Sometimes a rule marked SPECIAL will be identical to a standard product; this would indicate that that rule had started as a special but was transitioned to the catalogue in response to perceived demand. Other rules marked SPECIAL have no catalogued equivalents in circulation and are probably unique, never having found a market.


It should be noted that the Special rule category is not as distinct from the Custom (q.v.) rule category as one might wish. Even in the Stanley rule shop the use of the words SPECIAL and CUSTOM when marking rules was not consistent. The overlap is so blurred that it could be argued that it is actually “a distinction without a difference.” Deciding which category a rule belongs in can be somewhat arbitrary (and subject to occasional changes of mind!). All the authors can say is that they used their best judgment but are willing to listen to any opinions expressed to them by others.
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Stanley SPECIAL No. 98 School Rule with Halves/Inches Graduations

Scott Lynk Collection



SR01 STANLEY NO. 98 SPECIAL DESK RULE GRADUATED IN INCHES/HALVES

This Stanley SPECIAL rule is a variation on the Stanley No. 98 1 foot desk rule. Instead of the normal scale of inches/16ths, it is graduated in the rather unusual scale of inches/halves. Except for that, it is identical to the catalogue No. 98, with the same ¾″ width and beveled edge. It is stamped SPECIAL on the front, next to the trademark.

It is not clear what the purpose of this unusual scale was. It has been suggested that this rule was intended for use by young children, who would have less concern with precision measurements and just needed a basic rule to draw lines with. With that goal, only a rudimentary scale would be required. This is only a supposition, however, and we may never know.

The attached tag gives us no information. It is the printed “Return to S. R. & L. Engineering Dept.” tag, stamped with the usual April 2, 1942, date, and no other markings.

The “sweetheart” trademark indicates that it dates to the period 1920–1922.
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Stanley (No. 10) Metric Rule with English Graduations

Scott Lynk Collection
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English Graduations on the Inside of the Rule



SR02 STANLEY (NO. 10) RULE WITH METRIC AND ENGLISH GRADUATIONS

The No. 10 50 cm, 4-fold metric rule was one of the three rules that Stanley offered in support of the 1870s movement to transition the U.S. to the metric system. The three rules were only in the catalogue from 1877 to 1879, but they, or at least the No. 10, were still available right up until ca. 1920.*

This example, as can be seen by the STANLEY, MADE IN U.S.A. logo, dates from the period 1900–1919. Although it is not marked with a rule number, it exactly matches the 1877–1879 catalogue listings for the original No. 10. It is 50 cm in length and marked with cm/mm graduations on the outside and inches/16ths on the inside. The inside graduations are marked ENGLISH, and the rule itself is marked SPECIAL.
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18 Inch English/Metric Bench Rule

Scott Lynk Collection
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Metric Graduations on the Front of the Rule
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Inches/Fractions Scales, Stanley Trademark, and SPECIAL Imprint on Other Side



SR03 STANLEY NO. 34 SPECIAL E&M 18 INCH RULE

The standard No. 34 bench rule was 2 feet long, 15⁄16 inches wide, and had inches/8ths and inches/16ths scales on both edges of both sides. The rule shown here was different in both length (18 inches) and graduations (metric graduations on both edges of one side, and inches/8ths and inches/16ths on the other).

We can surmise that it dates from before 1912. Beginning in that year, the width of the No. 34 was reduced to 1¼ inches, and it is reasonable to assume that this special No. 34 would have had the same width as the stock one. Also, the Stanley trademark, located between the scales on the inch-scale side of the rule was STANLEY RULE & LEVEL CO. NEW BRITAIN, CONN. U.S.A., a trademark used from 1900 to 1919.

The rule is marked, to the right of the trademark, with the imprint SPECIAL.
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Stanley 6 Inch Flat Steel Pocket Advertising Rule

Scott Lynk Collection



SR04 STANLEY 6 INCH STEEL POCKET ADVERTISING RULE

This is a small steel 6½ inch pocket giveaway rule advertising Stanley and their tools. It is painted a light tan, with the graduations and Stanley message silk-screened on. It has two scales, cm/mm, and a common inch scale divided into inches/16ths at each end and into inches/8ths in the center.

The advertising message consists of the post-1937 Stanley notched rectangle trademark and the phrase “Fine Woodworking and Specialty Tools.”

On the back, it is marked with a table of 16ths of inches and their decimal equivalents.

It is not clear whether this rule was made by Stanley or was purchased from some outside supplier. It is not cupped, like some Stanley advertising rules that appear to have been made from sections of tape measure stock, but is flat steel. This might suggest purchase from an outside supplier, but we cannot be sure either way.



[image: chpt01_fig_008]

Stanley 6 Inch Flat Steel Pocket Advertising Rule

Myrna and Dan Coleman Collection



SR05 STANLEY BROAD 6 INCH CALIPER RULE

This 6 inch caliper rule, being fully 2 inches wide, more resembles the smaller of the two cordage rules that Stanley would make to special order, except for the shape of the caliper and the lack of any cordage scales.

The body has inches/8ths on one edge and inches/16ths on the other. The caliper slide is graduated in inches/16ths.

The two ½″ holes drilled in the body of the rule are 3⅝″ apart and are cleanly drilled and chamfered on both sides, obviously the work of a skilled workman. There is no marking indicating the purpose of these holes nor any clue whether this was done at Stanley or later by some owner.

As far as dating this rule, the slanting type in the second line of the trademark is characteristic of the period 1880–1900.
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Front of Gauge

Charles G. Wirtenson Collection
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Back of Gauge



SR06 (POSSIBLY STANLEY SPECIAL) EBONY 3 INCH COTTON STAPLE GAUGE

This is an ebony version of the Stanley No. 289 boxwood cotton staple gauge, which appeared only once in a Stanley catalogue, in 1929. Cotton to be spun was graded by length as short-, medium-, or long-staple. This short, double-beveled rule was used to measure this staple length when grading cotton fibers. Its 3 inch length allowed it to be carried in a vest pocket for convenience. Although it only appeared once in the catalogue, Stanley must have been offering it informally, in both boxwood and ivory, over a long period; multiple examples of both, with several different trademarks, have been encountered.

This example differs from the usual examples in that it is graduated in inches/8ths on one edge and inches/16ths on the other, instead of cm/mm on one edge and inches/16ths on the other. The Stanley trademark on the front is in the style of 1900–1919.

The condition of the piece is exceptional, with all surfaces unblemished and all edges sharp. The white wax rubbed into the graduations to improve their visibility is in original condition. In fact, the condition is so good that it raises the question of whether this gauge originated at Stanley or is a modern reproduction. In the end, though, the consensus of those who have examined it is that it must be a Stanley product. The typography of the figures, the trademark, and the SPECIAL designation on the back corresponds too closely to regular rules from the period to have been applied by modern stamps. How it managed to survive in this condition for so many years is a mystery, but it is almost certainly a Stanley product.

A short article discussing this rule, “Ebony Cotton Staple Rule,” by Charles Wirtenson, appeared in The Gristmill in April 2007.
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Stanley SPECIAL No. 18 Rule with Experimental Small Round Joint

Scott Lynk Collection



SR07 STANLEY SPECIAL NO. 18 RULE WITH SMALL ROUND JOINT

This is probably an experimental rule, assembled to establish whether the No. 18 2 foot, 2-fold rule could be successfully marketed if it had a round main joint as small as the main joint on ordinary 2 foot, 4-fold rules.

In the face of the Depression of the 1930s, Stanley was undoubtedly under a great deal of pressure to reduce costs and eliminate unprofitable products. Along with every other product, the two remaining 2 foot, 2-fold rules, the Nos. 5 and 18, would have been under scrutiny. If a No. 18 rule could use the same joint assemblies as the 4-fold rules, it would slightly reduce rule parts inventory.

This No. 18 is the result. I’m not sure why Stanley marked it as a SPECIAL; I view it as more of a prototype. In any event, it must not have impressed management. The small joint looks inherently weak and out of proportion, and it’s not surprising that Stanley never made it a standard product.

The company apparently never attempted to try the same modification on the No. 5, the only other 2 foot, 2-fold rule still in production. The arch joint of the No. 5 did not lend itself to replacement with some readily available alternative joint assembly.

Eventually, both the No. 5 and the No. 18 were discontinued after 1932. Zig-zag rules and tape measures, combined with the bad economic climate in the 1930s, had reduced the demand for large folding rules beyond any hope of recovery.
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Stanley No. 136½ Modified as a Braille Rule

Scott Lynk Collection




[image: chpt01_fig_013]

Inside- and Outside-Reading Points on the Stationary Jaw



SR08 STANLEY NO. 136½ WITH FINGER-SENSITIVE GRADUATIONS (NOT BRAILLE)

This Stanley caliper rule is an adaption of a Stanley No. 136½ caliper rule for use by the visually impaired. It was probably made as part of a small run for some company dealing in equipment for the handicapped.

The adaption consisted in attaching a brass strip with raised graduation dots to the slide of an ordinary No. 136½ and installing two raised metal rivets in the stationary jaw of the caliper, one rivet marking the reading point for outside measurements and the other the reading point for inside measurements. The raised graduations on the slide are similar in form to the 2 × 3 and 2 × 4 matrices of the Braille alphabet but






FINGER-SENSITIVE GRADUATIONS ON LINEAR MEASURES
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SR09 STANLEY GARDEN STAKE WITH DEALER ADVERTISING
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SR10 STANLEY NO. 36 CALIPER RULE WITH SPECIAL WIRE GAUGE GRADUATIONS
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SR11 STANLEY NO. 65½ 1 FOOT, 4-FOLD RULE WITH 10THS/100THS OF A FOOT GRADUATIONS
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SR12 STANLEY NO. 70 4-FOLD RULE WITH ¼ AND ⅛ INCH SHINGLE-COUNTING GRADUATIONS
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SR13 STANLEY 1 FOOT SHRINKAGE RULE
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SR14 STANLEY NARROW 1 FOOT SHRINKAGE RULE
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SR15 STANLEY 2 FOOT SHRINKAGE RULE WITH ONLY 8THS AND 16THS GRADUATIONS
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SR16 STANLEY 2 FOOT FOLDING SHRINKAGE RULE WITH ONLY 8THS AND 16THS GRADUATIONS
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SR17 STANLEY 2 FOOT, 4-FOLD RULE WITH 100THS OF A FOOT GRADUATIONS
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SR18 NO. 34 SPECIAL 1 FOOT DESK RULE
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SR19 NO. 61 SPECIAL 2 FOOT, 4-FOLD RULE WITH 10THS/100THS OF A FOOT SCALE ON OUTSIDE
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SR20 NO. 34 ENGLISH AND METRIC SPECIAL 1 FOOT DESK RULE





TYPE STUDY STANLEY NO. 75 RULE
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42. Ship Carpenters' Bevels, Boswood.. .12 in. 3.25

do. Rosewood,. .14 qulw NARROW FOUR FOLD.
. Show Makers' Size Sticks, Mountings.
4. Bonrd Sticks, Satin Wood, 4. No. $3. Square Joint, Edgo Plates, 2 ft. $13.00
. do.  do. do, .1 .00 | « $6. Arch  do.  do. do. 2% 1100
“ §1. do.  do. Full Bouna, 22.50
« 88 do. do. do. do. 1.0
. « 80. Double Axch, do. do. 2% 30.00
d.,_ .75 | ¢ 00. English Jolnt, .....0oieil 10 425
do. Full Bonnd,.. ! “ 91, Squaredo. Edge Plate,Broad,1 «  7.00
d0. eerennns « 92 do. do. do. Nwrow, 1 323
« 03, English do. 2 Fold,.. 8in. 2.00

HaviNG purchased of H. A. SETOUR of Bristol, and SeTir SavacE vfld‘ddlmm. their Tools, Machine-
v, &e., for manufacturing Rules; we are propared to make in the best manner, all kinds of Rules, and excente
ovders il promptness. ~ Any Kinds of Tules not mentioned in the above List, will be made o onler
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the appropriate scale would tell you the contents of that board in board feet (a board foot is a square
foot of 17-thick lumber.) The 12-foot board scale would double as a common inch scale and be
divided into 16ths of inches. Typically, a four-fold board rule like this should have three or four
scales on each surface and two more on the edges for a total of eight or ten altogether.

DRAFTING RULE

Figures 12A and 12B show drafting scales used to take off dimensions from scale drawings.
Typically, a 4-fold rule would have four of these scales, one on each leg. The most common scales
were 17, %", 4", and %> to the foot. In each scale, the first scale foot would be subdivided into
12 scale inches. If you examine Figure 12B closely, you will see that is what is marked on this rule.

As always, the research used in this article may not be exhaustive. I encourage any and all to contact
me with additional information or speculation about the origin and history of any Stanley special or
custom rules.

A very special thank you to Phil Stanley for his research and help with this article. Thanks also to
Bill Youart, Rich Harrington, and Paul D. Bewley.

Photos by Ted Ingraham

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Boxwood and Ivory (1984) By Phil Stanley
Stanley Special and Custom Rules (2002) By Scott Lynk





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_021.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_037.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_029.jpg
£ Y{pIN PER PT SHRINKAGE. SPECIAL

| 8 9
e

‘HHIHH





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_002.jpg
T \;\\x

\ u\\‘.x..‘- =

\\s






OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_046.jpg
TOOLTALK Vol. XXXIII, No. 4 November 2008

By about 1900, however, the old system had finally yielded to the new (with some encouragement
from the countries involved). Mexico, for instance, passed a law in 1896 which made the use of the
metric system “obligatory,” and in 1905 this option was no longer offered.

RULE FOR COUNTING %” OBJECTS

This is a scale for counting objects that are ¥4 thick that are stacked up or lined up. The numbers
start at 0 at one end of the rule and are placed on the rule every ¥4 to 96. This scale could be used to
count shingles in a stack, for instance. I have seen a similar scale on a rule marked with the name of a
shingle company.

BOARD RULE

The scales on this rule are board scales. Each scale is for a different length board (16 and 18 feet in
the case of the two scales shown on one side, and 10 and 12 feet on the other). There are two more
scales on the two edges (for 8- and 14-foot boards). You should lay the rule across a 1” board, and
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OLD ARCH JOINT 1855-1910. NEW ARCH JOINT 1912-1932.
The main reason for new joints was to save labor and material costs.

ALL No.75’s HAD 10ths and 100ths ON EDGE FROM 1855 to 1929.
From 1929 to 1932, 10ths and 100ths on edge was a specnal order. Hence, not many of the newer
No.75’s had edge scales.

No.75E OR ENGLISH

Beginning in 1926, rules with English markings were given their own distinctive number, consisting
of the basic rule number followed by the suffix E. In this case, No.75E with English markings was
the name for the scale arrangement where the figures run from left to right (that’s with the scale
beginning on the left, when the rule is held so that the figures are viewed in the upright position)
instead of the almost universal right to left arrangement of American rules.

EM RULE E

The Metric Graduations System of measurement was invented by the French Academy shortly after
the Revolution of 1789-1799. The U.S. Congress has voted to adopt the Metric System twice, once in
1886 and again in 1976. but never followed through. Therefore. we still use the English inch.






OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_031.jpg
STANIEY PNLES RLEVEDNGO. MOV E:






OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_014.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_027.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt01_fig_045.jpg
TOOLTALK Vol. XXXIII, No. 4 November 2008

No.75 WITH A CALIPER

This rule has a Type 2 trademark, 1858-1902. The only one reported to date, it could have been a
special order as 10ths and 100ths are on the edge. The caliper is divided into 1/16 of an inch on both
sides.

A STORY WORTH TELLING

Early in 2005, a good friend of mine found the above rule on e-Bay with three other rules, all fair+ to
good condition. The description read “No.75 with caliper, Buy it now $10.00.” He took a chance and
afterwards traded the rule to me.

No.75, 1-1/2” WIDE — ALSO THE ONLY 2 FOOT, 2 FOLD WITH TRIPLE-PLATED
EDGE PLATES

The description of this rule seems to match the E.A. Stearns No. 19 rule. The Stanley No. 75 is

1-3/8” wide, but this one is 1-1/2” wide. I believe when Stanley bought Stearns out in 1862, existing

new stock was marked with the Stanley trademark and number. This is still the only one reported.

No.75 SPANISH AND ENGLISH RULE X
Spain had legally adopted the metric system in 1859, and the Spanish-speaking nations of South
America and Central America had followed that country’s lead within a few years thereafter. Prior to
that time, they had used a system based on a foot (in Spanish, “pie”) equal to 11.13 English inches
divided into 12 “pulgadas” (literally “thumbs™), each subdivided into 12 “lineas™ (lines).

The old Spanish system, however, persisted in use long after it had been officially replaced,
especially in the Americas, and 1t was this market which Stanley was addressing with this ofter.
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Stanley No.75 Rule Type Study

By Scott Lynk

A complete set of No.75°s???? That’s a ridiculous statement that should generate some interest in
“Special” and “Custom” 75’s.

“Boxwood and Ivory” by Phil Stanley describes the No.75 as:
Carpenter Rule: 2 ft, 4 fold
Offered: 1855to 1932
Construction: Arch Joint, Edge Plates
10ths scale on edge, 1927 and before
10ths scale on surface, 1929 to 1932
Material: Boxwood
Width: 1-3/8 inches (called a Broad Rule)
Graduations: 8ths, 10ths, and 16ths of inches
Scales: Drafting

A. STANLEY 1855-1857

Augustus Stanley purchased the company of Seymour and Churchill, owners of the rule business
from 1847-1854. All A. Stanley rules were produced from Seymour and Churchill’s stockpile of rule
parts with the use of their machinery. ‘

ADVERTISING RULES

The No.75 rule has been used by many companies for advertising. Sometimes the trademark, and
possibly one or more scales, would be omitted and the trademark and message of a particular
company would be affixed to the rule. Companies would then sell or give away these rules to
advertise their business or to promote good will. .
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