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In The Beginning:

––––––––
[image: ]


In the vibrant, rosy shores of Coral Shoals , where flamingos of all shades of pink and ages resided, there lived a young and determined pink flamingo named Picasso. While his fellow flamingos spent their days wading through the shimmering waters of Lake Rosita and feasting on the succulent shrimp and red algae that made their plumage brilliantly pink, Picasso harbored a secret dream that set him apart.

While the rest of the flamingos contentedly performed their duties at the Pick In Pink Brine Shrimp and Red Algae processing plant, Picasso longed for something different. He had a passion that burned within him, a desire to dance, to express himself through the art of ballet.

Picasso's family, however, belonged to the lower caste of flamingo society. They diligently worked at the Pick In Pink Brine Shrimp and Red Algae processing plant, ensuring a never-ending supply of brine shrimp and red algae to maintain the vibrant pink hue of their flock. The importance of this task could not be overstated, for without their efforts, the flamingos would lose their coveted pink color and turn an unfortunate shade of gray.

Life at the plant was hard, filthy and degrading , with long hours spent in unsafe conditions within the murky briny water, digging for shrimp and red algae and packaging it for consumption by the flamingos of Coral Shoals. It was a never-ending cycle of hard work, and while Picasso's family took pride in their contributions, Picasso's heart yearned for something else.

Picasso's secret was a source of inner turmoil. He knew that pursuing his dream of becoming a ballet dancer would mean leaving behind the life he had always known. Yet, the fire within him could not be extinguished. Late at night, under the silvery glow of the Pink Moon, Picasso would practice his ballet moves in the secluded corners of Lake Rosita.

Word of Picasso's secret passion soon spread throughout the flamingo community, and not everyone was supportive. Some of his fellow flamingos were quick to ostracize him, deeming dancing as frivolous and unacceptable. In their eyes, Picasso was defying the traditions of their society, and they couldn't understand his desire to be different.

Picasso's parents, Claude and Kahlo, have always been wary of their son's passion for dancing and don’t choose to accept or acknowledge Picasso’s  abilities and talents. Claude works as a shift manager at the Pick In Pink Brine Shrimp and Red Algae processing plant, while Kahlo serves as an administrative assistant to the plant's owner. They also  find Picasso's close friendship with his coworker, Andy, to be quite perplexing and disapprove of the level of intimacy they share.

Andy and Picasso have been friends since their early days, and their bond has grown deeper over the years. They often enjoy quiet dinners and admire the mesmerizing sunsets over Coral Shoals together. However, despite his deep affection for Picasso, Andy feels uneasy about exposing the true extent of their relationship to Coral Shoals' judgmental society.

When Picasso faces rejection and ostracism from the community for defying traditional norms, he turns to Andy for support. Unfortunately, under the immense pressure and fear of societal backlash, Andy distances himself from Picasso, leaving Picasso feeling utterly devastated. This betrayal marks Picasso's first significant relationship, and the abandonment by both Andy and the Coral Shoals community leaves him heartbroken and alone.

But despite his deep disappointment,  Picasso's heart remained steadfast and unwavering. He believed that everyone should have the freedom to follow their dreams, no matter how unconventional they may seem to others. He knew that joining the world-renowned Pink Moon Troupe, a group of talented flamingo dancers known far and wide, was his true calling.

One fateful evening, under the enchanting glow of the Pink Moon, the Pink Moon Troupe arrived at Lake Rosita to perform their mesmerizing ballet. Picasso, unable to contain his excitement, approached the troupe and asked for a chance to dance with them.

The Pink Moon Troupe welcomed Picasso with open wings during their practice at the barre that moonlit night. As they gracefully moved to the rhythm of the Pink Moon's glow, Picasso's presence added a new dimension to their performance.

His movements were like poetry in motion, each step and twirl telling a story of his passion and determination. Under the ethereal light of the Pink Moon, his feathers shimmered with a unique brilliance that set him apart from the rest.

But Picasso's journey towards his true purpose was not without its challenges. 

The Pink Moon Troupe's offer for Picasso to audition for a principal dancer role within the troupe was an opportunity he had only dreamed of. To travel to the main campus of the Pink Moon Troupe in the Republic of Mauvenia, the birthplace of the flamingo ballet, was a chance to take his passion for dance to the highest level. 

However, he was acutely aware of the stigma that his flock from Coral Shoals carried.

In the eyes of the citizens of the Republic of Mauvenia, those who worked at the Pick In Pink Brine Shrimp and Red Algae processing plant were looked down upon. They were considered as an industrial flock, far removed from the cultured and royal status of the Republic of Mauvenia. It was a cruel caste label that Picasso was determined to shatter.

He knew that his journey would be fraught with challenges, both in the world of ballet and in the realm of societal perceptions. But Picasso's spirit burned with a fiery resolve to overcome his background and achieve his dreams. He understood that the path to the Pink Moon Troupe's main campus was not just a physical journey, but a journey of breaking barriers, shattering stereotypes, and proving that talent and determination could transcend any caste label.

When Picasso finally decided to pursue his dream, he faced the cold shoulder from his flock. The family and friends he cherished seemed to abandon him, and he found himself shedding tears in solitude each night. Rejection stung him deeply because of his uniqueness, leaving him uncertain about the path he'd chosen. Slowly, he lost his appetite for brine, turning a disheartening shade of gray—a telltale sign of flamingo depression.

In the face of this isolation and self-doubt, Picasso recognized the need to reclaim control over his life, with or without the support of his once-beloved flock. He sought wisdom from the esteemed Dr. Pinkweiler at the Flamingo Bird Brain Center, whose guidance played a pivotal role in Picasso's journey to rebuilding his self-esteem and rekindling his confidence.

With the Pink Moon's light as his guide, Picasso accepted the offer with unwavering determination. He was ready to face the judgmental stares and prove that he was not defined by his past but by the graceful movements of his dance. As he spread his wings to embark on this transformative journey, Picasso carried with him the hope of not just joining the Pink Moon Troupe but also of changing perceptions and creating a world where talent and passion knew no bounds.
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Picasso made the bold decision to defect from Coral Shoals, embarking on a challenging journey towards the Republic of Mauvenia. It was a daunting trek, especially since flamingos typically traveled in flocks. However, Picasso's bravery and determination propelled him forward. He placed his trust in his own abilities, firmly believing in his destiny.
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Picasso meticulously planned his migration route, carefully considering each stop for rest and nourishment. Although he had experience migrating with his family, this journey required additional adjustments. His first stop was at Salmon's Eye Coast, where he found respite at the welcoming Red Bird Barn. Here, he dedicated time to practicing his dance routine for the upcoming audition, and after a satisfying meal, he retired for the night.

Upon waking, Picasso enjoyed a hearty breakfast of red algae and indulged in some feather preening. It was during this time that he struck up a conversation with another traveler named Matisse. Matisse was a striking trumpet swan on his way to the Republic of Mauvenia, aiming to audition as the lead trumpet player for the Pink Moon Troupe Orchestra. Like Picasso, Matisse was journeying solo, as his travel partner had been lost in a storm, diverting him from his intended path.

Recognizing their shared circumstances, Picasso and Matisse decided to keep each other company on this adventure to the Republic of Mauvenia. They reviewed each other's migration routes and, with open communication and compromise, devised a path that catered to both of their dietary needs and requirements.

Matisse's journey to audition as the lead trumpet player for the Pink Moon Troupe Orchestra was deeply motivated by his family's legacy. His grandfather,  Cygnus Swanlington. Cygnus Swanlington is a rare, black swan with silvery,  luxurious black dreadlocks and a gifted trumpet player. Cygnus Swanlington was one of the founding members of the esteemed orchestra, and had passed on not only his musical talent but also a cherished bond with Matisse. Learning to play the
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