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I want to tell you a little more about the amazing Amazon Rainforest.

I will teach you a few words and phrases in Portuguese.

I want to tell you about some famous landmarks in Brazil.

Other books in this series include:
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The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by how I hear them.

Hello or Olá (oh-lah). I speak Portuguese.

My name is Ruan. I live in the city of Rio de Janeiro in the country of Brazil.

Brazil is located in South America and shares borders with countries like Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru. It holds the title of being the largest country in both South America and Latin America.
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What is there to do in the city of Rio de Janeiro? 

One of the most popular things to do is visit Sugarloaf Mountain, also called Pão de Açúcar in Portuguese. This is a famous peak located in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It is recognized as one of the city's most iconic landmarks. 

Guests can access the peak of Sugarloaf Mountain by riding on a cable car that provides breathtaking views of the city and its coastline.
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The Christ the Redeemer statue is a famous landmark here. It is a sculpture of Jesus Christ with arms outstretched, perched atop the Corcovado Mountain. This statue stands as an emblem of Christianity.

This statue was finished in 1931. It is constructed from reinforced concrete and soapstone. It has become a famous tourist destination and has been chosen as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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There are sunset boat tours, helicopter trips, hiking adventures, hang gliding, sightseeing cruises, beaches, and shopping around the city.
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What is the geography like here in Brazil?

Brazil is a huge country with mixed geography, ranking as the fifth largest nation globally, covering over 8.5 million square kilometers (3.28 million square miles). 

Its diverse terrain includes mountains, plateaus, rivers, rainforests, and coastal regions.

Located in northern Brazil, the Amazon Rainforest is recognized as the largest tropical rainforest globally, with lush green vegetation, a wide array of wildlife, and abundant rainfall.

[image: image]

Brazil's eastern region has a wide coastline along the Atlantic Ocean, featuring stunning beaches and coastal plains. This area is home to various mountain ranges, such as the Serra do Mar and the Serra da Mantiqueira.

Brazil's central-western region holds the spacious Pantanal wetlands. These are among the globe's largest tropical wetland areas and hold an array of wildlife species.

Brazil's southern region is famous for the Pampas, an expansive grassland perfect for farming and raising livestock.
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I want to tell you a little more about the amazing Amazon Rainforest.
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The Amazon Rainforest covers approximately 2.1 million square miles (1,344,000,000 square acres) in Brazil, making it the largest rainforest in the world.

It is home to an estimated 390 billion individual trees belonging to 16,000 different species.

The Amazon Rainforest is known as the "lungs of the Earth" as it produces 20% of the world's oxygen.
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The Amazon River, which runs through the rainforest, is the second longest river in the world after the Nile. The Amazon River is approximately 4,345 miles (7,062 kilometers) long.

The rainforest is also home to many indigenous tribes who have lived in harmony with the environment for thousands of years.
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Living in the border regions between Brazil and Venezuela, the Yanomami are one of the largest indigenous tribes in the Amazon. They are known for their traditional semi-nomadic lifestyle and complex social structure.
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The Kayapó live in the Brazilian states of Mato Grosso and Pará. They are known for their intricate body paint and elaborate headdresses. 

The Kayapó have also gained international attention for their efforts to protect their land from deforestation and mining.

The Matsés live in the border regions between Peru and Brazil. They are skilled hunters and gatherers and have a deep knowledge of the medicinal plants found in the rainforest.
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The largest Amazon tribe is the Tikuna tribe, which is estimated to have a population of around 40,000 people. 

The Tikuna people primarily live in the western Amazon region of Brazil, Colombia, and Peru. They have a rich cultural heritage and have managed to preserve many of their traditional customs and practices despite the modernization of the surrounding areas.
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Deforestation is a major threat to the Amazon Rainforest, with large areas being cleared for logging, agriculture, and mining.

What animals are found in the Amazon Rainforest?

Some mammals found in the Amazon include jaguars, sloths, tapirs, capybaras, howler monkeys, spider monkeys, and anteaters. 
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There are many insects, including leafcutter ants, giant water bugs, orchid bees, butterflies, fire ants, spiders, and stick insects.

Some of the reptiles you can find in the Amazon rainforest include the green anaconda, caiman, green iguana, Amazon tree boa, Amazon River turtle, and the emerald tree boa.
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The Amazon rainforest is home to a wide variety of amphibian species, some of which include poison dart frogs, red-eyed tree frogs, glass frogs, horned frogs, and toads.

There are many bird species, including the scarlet macaw, harpy eagle, sun bittern, hoatzin, toucans, and Amazonian motmot.
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In the Amazon River, you can find the Amazon River dolphin, the electric eel, the piranha, the giant otter, and various species of turtles and snakes.

The main language spoken in Brazil is Portuguese. Other languages spoken here include Indigenous languages, German, Italian, and Spanish.
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I will teach you a few words and phrases in Portuguese.
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"Bom dia" (bohm-dee-ah) - Good morning.

"Por favor" (por-fah-vor) – Please.

Obrigado/a (Oh-bree-gah-doo/dah) - Thank you.

"Como vai você? (Koh-moo-vai-voh-seh) - How are you?

"Com licença" (kohm-lee-sen-sah) - Excuse me.

"Tudo bem" (too-doo-bein) - All good.

"Desculpe" (deh-skool-peh) – Sorry.

"Muito obrigado" (moo-i-toh-oh-bree-gah-doo) - Thank you very much.

"Vamos lá" (vah-mohs-lah) - Let's go.

Eu te amo – (Eh-oo-chee-ah-moo) - I love you.

Sim (seem) – Yes.

Não (now) – No.
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What is the school like in Brazil?

Education in Brazil is mandatory for children aged 4 to 17, and the school year runs from February to December.

The education system is divided into three levels: preschool, primary school, and secondary school.
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We study subjects such as Mathematics, Portuguese, History, Geography, Science, and Physical Education, among others.

How do children get to school?

Many children walk, use public transportation, ride their bicycles, take school buses, or travel by car.
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What are the religious beliefs held by the people in Brazil?

The majority of Brazilians are Christians, with the largest denomination being Roman Catholic. 
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Other people follow the teachings of Allan Kardec and practice Spiritism. Spiritism is a belief in communication with the spirits of the dead. Brazil has one of the largest populations of Spiritists in the world.

There are many Afro-Brazilian religions including Candomblé, Umbanda, and Quimbanda. These have roots in African spiritual traditions brought to Brazil through the slave trade.

Brazil is home to a small but significant Jewish community, primarily in cities like São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro.
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What do the colors on the Brazilian flag represent?

The colors of the Brazilian flag symbolize the nation's history and values. Green stands for the abundant forests of Brazil, while yellow signifies its richness and resources.

The blue circle and white stars depict the night sky over Rio de Janeiro on November 15th (Republic Day).

The white strip on the flag represents peace and harmony within the nation.
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As of 2021, the estimated population of Brazil was around 213 million people.

The currency of Brazil is the Brazilian Real, represented by the symbol "R$" and the code "BRL".

The exchange rate for Brazilian Real (BRL) to US dollars (USD) is approximately 5.20 BRL to 1 USD.
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In Brazil, the average temperature varies between 25°C (77°F) and 30°C (86°F) depending on the location. Coastal areas are typically milder, while the interior regions tend to be hotter. 

It is worth mentioning that Brazil's enormous size results in a wide range of climates across the country. The temperature can show large differences between different regions.
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What sports are popular here in Brazil?

Football (soccer) is by far the most popular sport in Brazil. The country has a rich footballing tradition and has produced some of the greatest players in the history of the sport.

Volleyball is also very popular in Brazil, with both the men's and women's national teams being very successful in international competitions.

My country is considered the birthplace of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and the sport has a large following here.
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