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CHAPTER ONE

Who was Steve Jobs?

Steve Jobs was a brilliant inventor. He loved computers, and he invented some very special things. He was also a very good businessman. Because of Steve, the world today has home computers, smartphones and tablets.
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The young Steve learned a lot from his dad about building and fixing things. But he loved electronics and technology more. This love changed his life, and it also changed the world.
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Steve’s dad loved fixing things.
In 1976, Steve started a company with his friend Steve Wozniak. They called their company Apple. Apple invented some brilliant computers. Later, Sir Tim Berners-Lee invented the internet. He did this on one of Steve Jobs’s computers.
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Steve Wozniak and Steve
Steve also helped to make new animation using brilliant technology. He had a company called Pixar, and their first movie was Toy Story.

In 2001, Steve gave the world the iPod. The iPod was small, but it could hold 1,000 songs. After the iPod, Steve invented the iPhone.

People could make calls on the iPhone, and they could send messages. They could also play games, and they could use the internet. They could do all this on one small phone! This was very new, and it was very special.
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The iPhone changed the world.
Sadly, Steve became ill with cancer, and he died in 2011. He was only 56, but he did a lot in his short life. Now, let’s go back to the start in 1955.




CHAPTER TWO

Steve’s early life

Steve came into this world on 24th February 1955 in San Francisco, California. His birth mother could not keep him, and a man and woman adopted him. They were called Paul and Clara Jobs.

[image: ]
Baby Steve and his new parents
Steve’s parents were kind people, and they loved Steve very much. Steve loved his parents, and he was happy. “Our boy is very special,” thought Paul and Clara, and they were right. In 1957, they also adopted a baby girl. She was called Patty, and she became Steve’s little sister.

Paul Jobs fixed cars, and then he sold them. He was brilliant at building and fixing lots of things. He wanted these things to look right and work well. The parts inside them also had to look right and work well. The young Steve loved watching Paul, and he learned a lot from him. He learned about doing a job well.

Steve was an intelligent boy, but he did not enjoy school very much. “The lessons are too easy for him,” thought Paul and Clara.
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Steve did not enjoy school very much.
Sometimes, Steve was not a good boy at school, and the teachers sent him home. School became very difficult for Steve, and he was not happy. He did not have many friends, and some children were not very nice to him. Because of this, Steve wanted to go to a different school. He asked his parents for this again and again.

In 1967, the Jobses bought a new house on Crist Drive in Los Altos, California, and Steve started at a new school. Lots of families lived in Los Altos, and many of them worked for electronics and technology companies. Los Altos is in the south of the San Francisco Bay in the Santa Clara Valley. This part of California is often called Silicon Valley, and it is famous for its technology and its money. Because of Steve, Crist Drive is now famous too.
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The Jobs family lived on Crist Drive.
At his new school, Steve became friends with Steve Wozniak. “Woz” was a happy young man. Sometimes, Steve and Woz argued, but they were friends for many years. Woz was a bit older than Steve. He loved inventing things and he was brilliant with electronics.
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Steve Wozniak
In 1971 and 1972, Steve and Wozniak made a blue box. In those days, phoning someone in a different part of the country was expensive. But, with Steve and Woz’s blue box, it did not cost anything. (The phone companies were not very happy about this!) The blue box was Steve and Woz’s first invention together. It was the start of something very special.




CHAPTER THREE

Life after school

Steve finished school, and, in 1973, he chose to go to Reed College in Portland, Oregon. It was a very expensive college, and it was not easy for his parents to send him there.
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Portland, Oregon, USA
But college was not a great place for Steve. He did not want to go to all his classes, and that was a problem. He wanted to learn about other things. Music became an important part of his life, and he went to parties and met new people. Steve and these people liked to think about the world differently. “There are more important things in life than studying and working,” they thought.

After some time, Steve left college. But sometimes he went back and sat in some of the classes there. The college was happy for him to do that. One of those classes was calligraphy. Calligraphy is the art of beautiful writing. It quickly became one of Steve’s favourite classes.
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Robert Palladino taught Steve calligraphy.
Later, Steve’s love for calligraphy changed computers. Today, you can use different fonts on a computer to make the words look different on the screen. This was Steve’s idea. The font in this book is Baskerville MT Pro. At the start, Steve used the names of cities for his fonts. You cannot use it now, but his early computers used a font called Chicago.

Look at:
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You can change fonts very easily on your computer. You can also make them bigger or smaller. Thank you, Steve Jobs. I can use your idea in a book all about you!

Next, Steve got a job at a computer company called Atari. Atari were famous for one of the first video games. The game was called Pong. It looks very old now, but it is a great game!
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Pong
Steve was very good at his job, but he was difficult to work with. “He is very rude!” thought some people. Because of this, Atari asked him to work at night. Sometimes, Woz visited him at work. One day, Atari had a problem with one of their video games. “I will fix it,” said Steve. But he could not fix it. He asked Woz to fix it. “We can both have the money for fixing it,” Steve said. Wozniak fixed the problem, but then the two friends argued about the money.

From a young age, Steve liked to think a lot. He thought about life and the world, and he studied different ideas from India and Japan. In 1974, Steve left Atari, and he travelled to India. He wanted to learn more about ideas there. In India, Steve became ill for some time, and he got very thin. But he loved his time there. He saw and learned a lot.

After his time in India, Steve stayed on a friend’s apple farm in Portland, Oregon. It was called All Farm One. People liked to stay there and rest. They talked about life’s big questions. They also worked on the farm, and they ate together.

Steve liked working on the farm, and he ate a lot of apples. And, of course, later the apple became very important to him.
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Steve liked working at All Farm One.
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Footnote

Note about the story

fn1 Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 63–64.
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