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Jane Austen is beloved among readers for many reasons: her timeless stories, her sweeping romances, her captivating characters, and most of all, her devastating wit. Juxtaposed against delicate mannerisms, cordial exchanges, and courtly traditions, the iconic author’s silver-tongued insults and clever replies are a breath of fresh, chilly air. Best of all, they are every bit as relevant today as the whole of Jane’s work—from the classic “I have not the pleasure of understanding you” to the biting “I send no compliments to your mother.” So grab your proverbial petticoats and render frenemies, family, and would-be suitors speechless with your incisive humour. It’s what Jane would do.
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When you can’t find common sense anywhere:
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“The more I see of the world, the more am I dissatisfied with it ….”

—Pride and Prejudice
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When they decide to cut their own fringe:
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“Better be without sense, than misapply it as you do.”

—Emma
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When they’re hungover at work:
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“The indignities of stupidity, and the disappointments of selfish passion, can excite little pity.”

—Mansfield Park
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When they give unsolicited advice:
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“I have the highest opinion in the world of your excellent judgement in all matters within the scope of your understanding ….”

—Pride and Prejudice
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When they say “no” to dessert:
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“Now you are talking nonsense ….”

—Persuasion
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When she microwaves foil:
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“You really are a very sad girl, and do not know how to take care of yourself.”

—Emma
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When they’re grasping at straws:
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“Where the mind is perhaps rather unwilling to be convinced, it will always find something to support its doubts ….”

—Sense and Sensibility
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When they tell you to “go with the flow”:
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“That is a degree of placidity, which I can neither comprehend nor respect.”

—Emma
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When they can’t make a decision to save their life:
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“We have all a better guide in ourselves, if we would attend to it, than any other person can be.”

—Mansfield Park
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When they flirt their way onto the VIP list:
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“I was sure you could not be so beautiful for nothing!”

—Pride and Prejudice






[image: simple line drawing of lips close to an ear]

When they live for gossip:
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“Facts or opinions which are to pass through the hands of so many, to be misconceived by folly in one, and ignorance in another, can hardly have much truth left.”

—Persuasion
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